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RAJYA SABHA

Thursday, the 29" January, 2026/9 Magha, 1947 (Saka)
The House met at eleven of the clock,

MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE
MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Papers to be laid on the Table.
Report and Accounts (2024-25) of the BBNL, New Delhi and related papers

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (DR. CHANDRA
SEKHAR PEMMASANI): Sir, | lay on the Table:—

(1) A copy each (in English and Hindi), under sub-section (1) (b) of Section 394
of the Companies Act, 2013, of the following papers: -

(a)  Thirteenth Annual Report and Accounts of the Bharat Broadband Network
Limited (BBNL), New Delhi, for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts and the comments of the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India thereon.

(b)  Review by Government on the working of the above Company.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 6179/18/26]

(2) Statement (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers
mentioned at (1) above.

Report and Accounts (2023-24) of the NSDF, New Delhi and related papers

SYHIRHT AR, W SR AT 1o faa=or F31erd | 3199 #5311 (e e sreimg
o) : A8iey, § SN ver ARae W &f 3R & fr=farRad =i &t tdh-vsh ufa
(ST T f&=<l ) T U el UR R g
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[RAJYA SABHA]

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the National Sports Development Fund
(NSDF), New Delhi, for the year 2023-24, together with the Auditor's Report
on the Accounts.

(b)  Review by Government on the working of the above Fund.

(c)  Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at (a)
above.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 6118/18/26]

OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRMAN

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, greetings to you all as we commence the 270
Session of Rajya Sabha, the Budget Session of the Parliament. It is indeed heartening
to witness that India continues to be the fastest growing major economy in the world
and it is poised to become the third largest soon. Let us remind ourselves, at the onset
of this Session, that India’s growing influence and stature in the global economy makes
our role as parliamentarians crucial in shaping the nation’s economic direction.

Guided by the hon. President’s Address to both Houses of Parliament, which has
set the definitive tone for our national priorities, this House shall also have its share of
contribution through its core legislative and deliberative duties. Over the course of 30
sittings, we will be thoroughly examining the Union Budget 2026-27 and the legislative
proposals of the Government. Further, the Department-related Parliamentary Standing
Committees will have a thorough scrutiny of the Demands for Grants of the Ministries
and Departments during the recess. |, therefore, call upon all hon. Members to make
impactful contributions to the deliberations in the House as well as in the Committees.

Alongside critical deliberations on budgetary proposals of the Government, we
have a line-up of important Bills that will be requiring a major share of transaction of
Business in the House. The magnitude of the legislative work underscores our solemn
responsibility to utilize every minute of the scheduled Business of the House to realise
the aspirations of the people we represent.

| urge all hon. Members to contribute to exercising robust parliamentary oversight
and maintaining the highest parliamentary decorum and order so as to enable the
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[29 January, 2026 ]

House to have a meaningful transaction of the listed Business. Our democracy
flourishes through diversity of views and spirited debate. Respectful exchange of
opinions and constructive discussions should be the norm of our parliamentary
discourse. Let us commit ourselves to a session defined by decorum, discipline and
dignified conduct.

| also urge hon. Members to uphold the values of democracy, discipline and
enlightenment as envisioned by the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi jiand | quote
him: ‘Democracy disciplined and enlightened, is the finest thing in the world.” Our
conduct in the House should reflect this discipline and enlightenment.

| look forward to full co-operation of leaders of all Parliamentary Parties and
Members in making this Session productive and a solid stepping-stone in our journey
toward a prosperous, self-reliant and Viksit Bharat. Together, let us make the Budget
Session a success, reflecting the highest standards of parliamentary democracy.

Now, announcement regarding Government Business.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have to inform the Members that the Business Advisory Committee,
in its meeting held on 28" January, 2026, has allotted time for Government Legislative
and Other Business, as follows:

SI. No. BUSINESS TIME ALLOTTED

01 Discussion on the Motion of Thanks on | Sixteen Hours
President’s Address.

02 General Discussion on the Union Budget | Sixteen Hours
for 2026-27

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Matters raised with permission. Shri Sandosh Kumar P.
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[RAJYA SABHA]

MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION

Need for comprehensive revitalisation and financial support package for
the plantation sector

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P (Kerala): Sir, plantation sector in Kerala is one of the main
pillars of our economy, since it is the major source of export earnings and rural
employment. Now, the plantation sector is under stress due to various reasons. The
first one is price volatility. The second one is high input costs and ageing crops. So,
this affects mainly small holders, women workers and socially backward communities.
Moreover, Trump’s effect is also a major threat. *At the same time, Sir, his
tariff regime is also going to affect Kerala. We may lose, at least, Rs. 2,500
crores due to his reciprocal tariff policies. So, in this context, | would like to urge the
Government, through you, Sir, to take certain steps immediately. The anti-farmer
policy of the former Congress Government has also affected Kerala’s farmers. Now,
the BJP is vigorously following the same. | don’t want to make it a political issue now;
we are with the farmers.

Sir, we demand for Rs. 1,000 crore Rubber Price Stabilization Fund, jointly
funded by the Government of Kerala, Government of India and the rubber users. This
will be helpful to Kerala’s rubber farmers. And, the support price must be enhanced to,
at least, Rs. 300. Now, the Government of Kerala is giving Rs. 200, but we need to
increase the same. Secondly, the Central allocation to commodity-based boards must
be enhanced. This did not increase during the last many years. So, this must be
increased. Thirdly, special package for replanting and rejuvenation of plants and export
promotion of tea, coffee and spices has to be done. This will be a major help in
promoting Kerala’s plantation. Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Shri Sandosh Kumar P.: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. V.
Sivadasan (Kerala), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri Ramji (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Jose
K. Mani (Kerala), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Shri P. P. Suneer (Kerala),
Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shri A.A. Rahim (Kerala) and Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil
Nadu).

Now, Shriman Amar Pal Maurya.

£Exupnged as ordered by the Chair.
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Need to accord AIIMS status to Swaroop Rani Nehru Hospital (SRN Hospital),
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh

7 IR 9T /I (SR U202 A FHIITT HE 16, H TIRRTS H$el & Hari g
TANRTS Ueh U1 65 B, S SALTH b1, TRIeT T, TRy 1 3iR =11 efee I i b
954 91 s 1 X S A AN AT RO A TIFRTS 317 6 & | TIRRTS Hed 3
SIS §U U 31T foTel €, ST8l 9 a1 gelTol dl € 9 TRITRTS &l 37K 31T &1 978 98
BT 8, BASYR 8l, YIS &, SIFYR &, §aoikds &3 &1 SHIRYR &I, JiaT 8l,
fRrargre 81 a1 fhR A&y Uael & |a SR a1 o fo7et 811 3 941 O el €, Rieiat
&g g TR 21 TIFRTS | fRId @wy I 986 Afgdhe dietsl Y YR AR
gfafssa AfSad dras 81 TfS 339 AfSH ol Biorst BT AIMS BT STt a1 fhar SIar 2,
AT I QN & H 7T B aTell IS ST Bl Wy IR Sallol Bl et | 3fia
AT YT BT

ARG, BRI TRGR TR & &7 H 2014 I HTH B I8! 81 SR Y9 § sq¢
ST ) WRBR 21 I8 IR B 7l H AfSH o Blelol Bl WATIHT GRGR BT €t | 311
g% 81 81 2014 & U8l S TRT DI T oft, BT YR TRBR 7 7 A TGTHY 23 B
feaT 81 VA B 2014 F Ut MBBS WIel & T 51,348 off, RTAeh! YR TRBR 7 130
TICIRIT QTR 1,18,137 DR D1 B [Tl H 3HD (7Y HIGT ARBR Bl g7 ol gl H
9 BRI o forg AT T #3i1 Sit &1 A1 S1f¥ees H_1 arear g1 § wnT & =i
HR BT T 3T U8l TS A RAT ST, I AAIER AT ST Bl AT BT
g1l o 11 21 H 317 Aredd | e -1 I8l g 6 aads, a9 SiR TN
P ST B 19 Bl €t | IS 00 I+ A SHA Bietol” Bl TR BT Gofl [T ST
g, d1 IS I8T b THIST b SISl bl AT | T HieT BT IR ATfad Nl § 3o+ a1
HEHR ATD] 95 gIdTS Sl g

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Shri Amar Pal Maurya: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shrimati
Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Shri Narayana Koragappa (Karnataka), Dr. Meenakshi Jain
(Nominated), Shri Pramod Tiwari (Rajasthan), Shrimati Rekha Sharma (Haryana),
Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu and Kashmir), Shri Shambhu Sharan Patel (Bihar), Shri
Pradip Kumar Varma (Jharkhand), Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur),
Shrimati Sumitra Balmik (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Mithlesh Kumar (Uttar Pradesh), Shri
Arun Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Dr. Kavita Patidar (Madhya
Pradesh) and Shri Baburam Nishad (Uttar Pradesh).

379, ST, BT AT
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Need for increasing public awareness on organ donation in the country

1. BT A1 (STRRES) : FTHTIRT TS, ST H 37 AT & AT I <9 6
T 1 THIR, HaaTele iR AR fawy uR 3791 et I+ <8l § 3iR a8 favy
IS Bl HEISY, IRGR WRY & &84 § fFRAX I $R I8! 281 89R <97 § 3T
&I UThAT BIs 5 el ol I8 Iu1 I Tcll 37 B! g1 S qIag[a 31l Bl FeaTs I8 ©
b YRT § TGl ART hdel $AIT I ST 747 < &, Hifh Se THI IR AT D
3T YT 81 B 9T 81 fohsY, eaR, &ed, s 31K STl & 31T § 319 AR E
9 Pact TRING U1 Seld 8, dieth IbT YT UTRATRS AHHT1Td Sita Wi gfad
BT 81 B9 9 FHER U3, i) &R f$Riee Hifsar # e feq i @k ewa € foh
ot w1 g, Tl gar a1 foedl gRaR & GReIT ot 9 bae 3771 7 el & dRuT
BT 1 19 89 $9d Jol RO IR [I9R a7d &, 1 I8 W BT & & SHHT 994 T
BRI IFTEE & Uil STTSdhdl DI BHI 8, FHIS H %ol difadi 81 ABIed, IE
SITFHET I 3Maeyd & fh U s & ST & 318 AT I 31w Al & 5
TS S Aol g1 R Wt STFaRT & 391d | AT 39 I S1 A 81 9$ U1 3= 2
IS BH U AIPITd i Bl a1 Hv, I A8 ST BT ISTER 89N A &,
R8I ATadT &1 & & foT7 319+ IRR &7 & fhan afs U= oret § I 99d o,
N AT SIS AT T H ST [He T8 81 H ARPR A MU B g [b I Bl
I NG BRIHH 7 HFHR I T ST STl I91T STV 3R 397 fRrerm, Hifsara
HHTS & BY &R b UgATl Y|

FUTIT e, A)1 GeIrd I8 W & fob et FeiRa or STRIES o7 | 31T
BT b FIT G| 37T H, § w1 e 3R fauer & afl A1 wei & 3fdtel Hrell §
o 31T aTelt Gifeal &1 a8 Wae < fob Aaar 9ad 91 3 21 31U 9gd-98d gdIa |

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Dr. Kalpana Saini: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. John
Brittas (Kerala), Shri Devendra Pratap Singh (Chhattisgarh), Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba
Leishemba (Manipur), Shri Khiru Mahto (Bihar), Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki (Madhya
Pradesh), Shri Subhasish Khuntia (Odisha), Shri Subhash Barala (Haryana), Shri
Ram Chander Jangra (Haryana), Shrimati Geeta alias Chandraprabha (Uttar
Pradesh), Shrimati Ramilaben Becharbhai Bara (Gujarat), Ms. Indu Bala Goswami
(Himachal Pradesh), Shri Naresh Bansal (Uttarakhand), Shri Mahendra Bhatt
(Uttarakhand), Shri Mayankkumar Nayak (Guijarat), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu),
Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu and Kashmir), Shrimati Sumitra Balmik (Madhya
Pradesh), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Dr. Kavita Patidar (Madhya Pradesh) and
Shrimati S. Phangnon Konyak (Nagaland).

319 & o SATe|
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Concern over use of religious icons on commercial packaging and increasing non-
biodegradable waste

31 I AT (SR Y W) : U HE IS, Y] SHICT A H 377 Ueh Hageid fqwyg
DI e & FHE X TSN §, ST Teb A1 SAR] LT HTII3T D Af=Iell Jo AR
TTIRUT b TR ¥ 1 31T B

HEIGY, AqY Ugel H U H3] Sfl BT AHR &<h HR1 dATed] &, Agdra -l
T g, [T TIcd 3 e YR Fe 7 Se & TR 9l &1 2| 319 dF 12 PRI
M 2Tl T [HT0T gaTT B 3R A1 &1 A1 B8 g 3 3fereh 7d MR 9k b
4,234 HESIE LR KA Open Defecation Free YT B fear g1 wamafa W, Yz Udh
Igd 91 YA 81 I Padl iATa! @id b1 I T8l &, dicth Faesdl 3R TRHAT
& U U ATqeh AT TRaci A 81 331 TR &6 91 4, T8l [l Wi ufds avg &1
YA et 4 81, S 81 8

HEIGY, 39 I B U A e €, 59 1R g9R dt-<adnatt, I8t 9@ e
AR 9fIF veils i fored Ted 21 3 SIISTaR 99 2139 g Wiiked W ford 81d &, i
affecHC AT, 3§+, AR Afedl Jo1 A5 H Ugad ol $9Y T8l 89N qdl-
ST BT YA BIAT B, 81 gAY DI | JHA dgadl &l 39 JHErH | T
STl - ST SHTRAT ST Bl &1 ST STof-STf+d STHTRAT & F1-1T STefiy Sfiay
&I Hl JHA Ugad 2

AEIGY, “TIT8 IR e | I¥ & U 9gd g1 a9 UgdT 21 H 4dl IR ua el
BT E 11 § | I8 1 RN b I Yo SR Bl 2ff— ST S eTg fe™, il 726R|
H I gs TR T 39 TR § IREYR Hed a1 TR HSel &b A -UR &b TSR]
9o BIel-Bhdferd a1 SIid | 37 SHRY & HIROT H Ui 319 URAR H 79+ U 91 Bl
YT 8| e R e 3151 Y8 STotal SR W 81 gabl 81§ 39 J1eqq |
T HEAT TR § fob 7 S-S aaralt o7 3o\ 39 T8 & qH fagm=i 9 81T &,
I IR UfqEe o1 AT iR IS MavyehdT U, df $9b (10 faemdy uraerm= oY faan
ST AT, T A%TS & A1-A1 S -gaaratt iR ufa= gald] T 19+ bl ST
Pl

AT HEIGY, S AR YR Y gTcl X BT AR g1 b [eTU SAYh1 g5 -
RERRAEEIN

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shri Brij Lal: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Ramji (Uttar
Pradesh), Dr. Bhim Singh (Bihar), Dr. Meenakshi Jain (Nominated), Shri Harsh
Vardhan Shringla (Nominated), Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur), Shri
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Pradip Kumar Varma (Jharkhand), Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki (Madhya Pradesh), Shri
Naresh Bansal (Uttarakhand), Ms. Indu Bala Goswami (Himachal Pradesh), Shri Ram
Chander Jangra (Haryana), Shri Deepak Prakash (Jharkhand), Shri Niranjan Bishi
(Odisha), Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu and Kashmir) and Dr. Kavita Patidar
(Madhya Pradesh).

Now, Shri Golla Baburao.
Need for creating dedicated technology platform for local kirana stores

SHRI GOLLA BABURAO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | want to raise a very important crisis
being faced by nearly 80 lakh micro, macro and medium local kirana stores in the
country. As the app-based deliveries and hyper-local delivery platforms, such as
Blinkit, Zepto, etc., are racing ahead, the neighbourhood mom-and-pop stores,
popularly known as kirana stores, find themselves at crossroads -- caught between
tradition, trust and the ticking 10-minute clock of quick commerce platforms — as they
are finding it impossible to match the prices and offers being offered by their online
competitors resulting in closure of tens of thousands of local grocery and kirana shops
every year. At least, two lakh kirana shops were being closed in the last year itself and
there is continuous and consistent decline in sales volume clearly indicating the
magnanimity of the problem.

Sir, the House is aware, over the past few years, digital platforms have reshaped
consumer behaviour through deep discounts, rapid delivery promises and aggressive
marketing campaigns. The result is that the kirana stores witness dramatic reduction
in footfall and sales. Worse than this is that the platforms are turning them into delivery
personnel or last-mile service agents !

Under the leadership of the hon. Prime Minister Modiji, the Government of India
has launched a cooperative ride-hailing platform, Bharat Taxi, with zero-commission
mode which proved to be a great sigh of relief to cab drivers who have, otherwise, been
fleeced by corporate taxi apps like Ola and Uber, etc. This is the world’s first national
mobility service fully owned and run by drivers.

Looking at this, | strongly appeal to the Government and the hon. Prime Minister
to urgently step-in to create a fair competitive environment and empower local kirana
stores with right technology by creating a dedicated technology platform where
customer orders are routed to nearby kirana shops with the order going to the first store
that accept it. This will save not only our local Kirana stores but also stop dwindling
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livelihood of millions of Kirana shop owners and their families whose livelihood is
depending on this. Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Shri Gola Baburao: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri
Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri Ramiji (Uttar Pradesh), Shri
Meda Raghunadha Reddy (Andhra Pradesh), Shri A. A. Rahim (Kerala), Shri P. P.
Suneer (Kerala), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala),
and Shri Subhasish Khuntia (Odisha).

Now, Dr. K. Laxman Garu.

Need for strict regulation to curb inappropriate surrogate and adult-category
advertisements during family-oriented entertainment

DR. K. LAXMAN (Uttar Pradesh): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir, for allowing me to
raise an important issue concerning every parent in the society. It is a matter of public
importance. Itis about increasing surrogate and adult-category advertisements during
programmes that are widely watched by families, especially by our young children.

Sir, cricket is not just a sport in India, it is an emotional attachment for the entire
nation. But, it is viewed collectively, particularly, during matches, by the entire family
- grandparents, parents and children. During such high-viewership events, the nature
of advertisements shown has a deep impact on impressionable minds. Sir, we are
witnessing promotion of products like pan masala, gutka, alcohol and other adult
products, through surrogate branding, being endorsed by film stars, celebrities, and
particularly, cricketers themselves. These advertisements are using substitute product
categories such as music CDs, bottled water, lifestyle merchandise, and retaining the
same brand identity, colours, jingles, and ambassadors associated retaining the same
with adult products. The intention is unmistakable--to enforce adult category brands
during prime-time and family-viewing.

Sir, my concern is this. What is the message that we are sending to the society
when these children are exposed to brands repeatedly during live matches and other
forms of entertainment? Research globally shows that such exposure can shape
consumer perception and what particularly concerning is the same pattern now being
expanded to OTT content, award shows, music events and even influencer-driven
digital spaces.
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There are some regulatory provisions -- | don't say that there aren’t anything to
restrict -- like ASCI guidelines, cable regulations and other frameworks. But, still, |
suggest that some stringent regulatory enforcement is needed, and to strengthen the
monitoring of surrogate advertisements, we need to clearly define what constitutes
indirect promotion and consider restricting such advertisement during content
predominantly consumed by families and minors. | also appeal to this House and all
the hon. Members to see that celebrities are prevented from promoting
advertisements, especially sportsmen and even film stars. It is because every parent
wants his child to have a bright future. | thus appeal to the Government in order to save
the lives of children.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Dr. K. Laxman: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Sadanand
Mhalu Shet Tanavade (Goa), Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), Shri Meda Raghunadha
Reddy (Andhra Pradesh), Dr. Bhim Singh (Bihar), Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki (Madhya
Pradesh), Kalpana Saini (Uttarakhand), Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba
(Manipur), Dr. Kavita Patidar (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu and
Kashmir) and Shri Deepak Prakash (Jharkhand).

Now, Shri Naresh Bansal.

Demand for promotion of rural tourism, ancient temples and development of river
Yamuna ghats in Uttarakhand

S} R IS (STRIES): AU FB1ed, H <F Y ITRIES H JrIv) wie, fawa
UG RYTH & ATl I H 37 VI IR (RIT a1ffeh Hged & YRIc AR Bl
ST S Y DI IGTaT o DI AN Bl gl

IS, U1 e g iy smemRa udied &, i wa i 9fia & forg e are i
e AT BT 1 SayfH STRIES YRS anfifes Hecd ok wrfae digd d guf ts
3T YR &F 2, SN UThiTe Gavdl & A1 Sila bl serddl | g 2Nifrgol s &
TeITel BR dTel GACDI bl G 3N BRaT &1 WY AR IR YT gie AR T,
AT, TR, WY S A= AT Bl HS1g g & faqell wdiesd! iR 1o a9
& GICH] DI g8 ATHINT BT 81 T8 T T 3iR i ATBI P Ty ST SIre 2
g a1 3R T & Wl & forw Y arret B1 U8 9rex oiR &3 Wics! &1 S, S|
3R TE ITART B WIS BT JGAR Y& AT 5 AGHSd, UTTel YaI2ar A
T Tl afed a8 VieTRie werell & 8- 7, S 39! Ig AiRphad favmd
BT ST &1 S 3TITd] T s dIehiod, STl R IAMIH eIl 21 $h A1 &
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Bl BIhT YT Hfex Wt 2, 9 dgHsd, gl dfey, g Sdt o9 8Y 719 3R
918} | YT BTl b 7D Tacd & Foeg farT~H= 8

$qd ITelTaT 1 IR Gt R IR G1fif e A8 BT BRI S8t AalySi_d &, dal
JHAT ST UR HTCT B {101, A e, (e 3R a1 |l 31 St 811 a1 &
BT IR B3 YRS ARIcdd 3R Hel B &, ST BIh! ATl F Tieh! & (ol STH¥H
EBZIBECK| gc\b %I SN S d Q@ Elv_ag identified places IR undeveloped villages %,
RTP! 89 STY BR Adhd &1 FITIRT HEIGd, 9 4 S & fh Tieq & 39 %Y &
faIPT & HRUT W rawel] IR Saexd YHd Usdl 21 3 aTel FHd | Aro7
e Y SRS & & B & {7 Uep Hecaqui A1g & wY H SHR|

IS, WRT TP A I A1 G 241 Sif I 31E & fob Saviws, Sife
AT g 21 St & el 991 5, & ol Ries e @rRiaR uR Jriv wies
IR FHAT I1E] &7 [FHAT0T, YRTIOT HIGR Afdhe URie &l 9g1d1 o+ & o1y Ifd BrisH
T & oIy A SAfpTRAT Bl Faer <1 g fqeard 8 [ e Hgcaqul Anies=
3R 3 focfiy TerIdT | STRIGS &) T 9T Bl T3/ ST FdhdT 2

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Shri Naresh Bansal: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Ms. Indu
Bala Goswami (Himachal Pradesh), Shri Devendra Pratap Singh (Chhattisgarh), Shri
Mayankkumar Nayak (Guijarat), Shri Mahendra Bhatt (Uttarakhand), Dr. Kalpana Saini
(Uttarakhand), Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur), Shri Sat Paul Sharma
(Jammu and Kashmir), Shrimati Sumitra Balmik (Madhya Pradesh), Dr. Kavita Patidar
(Madhya Pradesh), Shri Ram Chander Jangra (Haryana) and Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki
(Madhya Pradesh).

Now, Shrimati Maya Naroliya.

Need for establishment of a multi-specialty Government hospital and an ESIC
hospital in Narmadapuram district, Madhya Pradesh

STIIT AT AR (&0 IR0 : HTULT Ha Gy, JATYHT g=IdTG [ 39+ 1 Tab il
Hecaqul fIw U= i BT TR U a1 81 H A & HIegH | g ARDR DI &
HEY Y P THAIYRH (STl H WY JqERaT Bl 3ffel e GIIenaAl &bl 3R
3T T BRAT ATE g | AR ARBTR TR FIIUTY YT B o [T AR BRI B
B 81 BRI THETYRA [Tl A THET & M | g1 o1l 2| 7ol & el STt
3R TR TATIHISN b qrasla BANT gadr GBI Ffhedr e g_f v |
3T & AR d & 4 AfD WR A BT 81 HY THATYRH &1 & ARTR D] Bl ARy
AR, I~ AT SR MATehTei Al & [T AT I1 3 g9 AER| DI 7

Contents Page t

11



12

[RAJYA SABHA]

3R IS AT B! Tl &1 I8 AT fIeIye TRIg 3R 7egd a3l & YRR & forg
3T AT 2| THD ANTRTD THITIRA H HRIRA TS MR IS &FT b q91
HET H UARATS ! ATHIT ST AT bl STHINMSHT SRS b ATURANT & BIR FHY
OR ORI Ferf et Giaematt I dfee X8 uedl &, [’ ST faxiy 3iR AR S
IS 9T 31 37T : H 37U HIETH g ARBIR AR AT HAT Sff A faTaargd e s
SR g o THITYRH 7ot H 7 g-FaRIvVaT aTel SReRT SIqdTell dI AT Bl g

Il gaTd Bl STyl

HAEII AYTAfT Heled, § 519 §2Td & dad SUHRIS ] ST &l XAT9HT &t
fehaT 1 Al & URH A BT W 711 Sl g1 59 gRASHRsl & fofg gafa
GRTIRT G B ST ARBR & A G WMUT B gU YA 3fde AR
TR HSRT Bl FHIag dxidh 9 YR a1 S| I8 AT o7l & ol ARSI
3R ITHDT &b TR R BTV H ST §3TT 71 H 372N el § b IPHR 39 3ffa
SICACACEN NN ARG

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Shrimati Maya Naroliya: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha),
Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu and Kashmir), Dr. Kavita
Patidar (Madhya Pradesh) and Shrimati Sumitra Balmik (Madhya Pradesh).

Next speaker, Dr. Ajeet Madhavrao Gopchade.

Need for Government's intervention to address potential cancer risks from non-stick
cookware and black plastic utensils in line with a preventive health approach

S1. AR ARG MBS (AERTS ) : AHIRT ARG, AT G P o THIT FHT RIS
BRI H 6 Sliaq J @A g 3R HIST H UGt sl H A1-Red PR,
ATRE S o i, T DI diced IR WD SMETRT WTel BT BT ATdh ITIN]
B T8 81 IS 1eai | I8 Havd fHeral & fh Soa dee R 74 -Reds difew
3R 1= TJ0TeIT aTel WTRE e o BT TR IATIT HIST H el Webd | A AT TRIR
& BHIM T BT JHITIT B & IR SHA ofd FHI H SR, TSI+ RT3 AT I~
3Ty BRI W M SRIeld (AEHE) BT GaR] Wl 9¢ Tl &l 3UT BT 3FR BT
IR TSI I T H $7h SUINT DI bR TRLY IR SR fhv B

TYTAfT ABISd, BT ordl RIS 1egg=i & Ig W) I+ omn & fb wiikes
Idal # are UgSTer W GeH ATSh] Wi d Ul HiS[G 8l &l A BT 9T+ & |1 IR
H II9 R Fhd B AR TN 3R Rived, o Ui, sMe dged IR ThRIGTS
qHTd STl Webdl &1 YR ST H Bgi &l IRURS IR 4l | U Agl,
I, a1, TR 3R Tl Id Sl a0 o T | gRIard Wy & forg
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IUYGh AT Sl X8 81 GHIIER TS <21 H A14- e 3R WIRED 4 I WIel T D
IATRT o forg FRIAT a9 AT, THRI AISUR A, Sdfor ez o Frafia
SiTd 1 ol G HAR 3R Tdigd I s S Wee wY 9 U« T2 2

FHTIT HEIGH, H AU AIEAH H ARBR A 78 3R A1 g [ T1-Red
HHATR 3R WD WTel GHRET &I IR TR TR IS il BRIs I1Y; Tl
I ITGI b [oTY T YRET AT IR AT AT T D1 MY IR H IuA
IATET &I FRRT SiE iR B R RS Jad- giead fHar Sy sk arRiRal &
GRIET PHAAR P T B AT ST TR SIFTw el AT FATIT ST

FHTYNT HEISd, I 371 3TN A dreil il & fo1g Ush agd g9l GRef &l
fawa g1 ug Srdwifers Ardeiie w@ared &1 vy 8 3R 91 Farv &1 favyg 81 a8
AR AT e & wisr & S gan fawy 2, i g9 a1y AR e ft gaaasd
g, WINC®H B dIced &, ISR H WTel Ub ST & A1E0H 3 71 Wl STesiell 9ol 89R
9 U &, 3151 ST U 95 91 ISR 99 bl &1 39 ARI A1oli &b ol R Uh
IS | SITcT H YRET BT AN T |l ST 81 59D [oly IR TR IR IS
Sire BT TN F1 W 980 S]] &, Jifch SHdb BV BHAR STl § SI1aT o
SITGT URicH 9¢ X8 ol 91 quf faward § s A merrs w301 St & Aigea # 39 fawy
TR I 3R U= wfasg § grdt sgawen &1 ffor ghm emgarg|

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Dr. Ajeet Madhavrao Gopchade: Dr. Sasmit Patra
(Odisha), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri Baburam Nishad (Uttar Pradesh), Shri S.
Selvaganabathy (Puducherry), Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu and Kashmir), Shri Jose
K. Mani (Kerala), Dr. Bhim Singh (Bihar), Dr. Kavita Patidar (Madhya Pradesh), Shri
Ram Chander Jangra (Haryana), Shri Subhash Barala (Haryana), Shri Shambhu
Sharan Patel (Bihar), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Shri Khiru Mahto (Bihar), Shri
Kanad Purkayastha (Assam), Shri Haris Beeran (Kerala) and Ms. Indu Bala Goswami
(Himachal Pradesh).

Now, Dr. John Brittas.
Need for regulation of airfares in the country

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, in the last many years, Members, including me,
were pointing out the blatant exploitation of air passengers, mainly on account of
duopoly and abject abdication of responsibility by the Government. | myself had
narrated the misery and agony of the pravasi Malayalis, who are fleeced every year
when they come for any festival. | had insisted on the floor of the House that Rule 135,
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Clause 4 of Aircraft Rules, 1937, empowers the DGCA to issue binding directions
against excessive predatory pricing and oligopolistic practices. The Government was
on a denial mode. They said that the market will be driven by demand-supply criteria.
When the Indigo Fiasco happened, the Government reluctantly invoked this Act. Now,
is it not a fact that we have been telling to please act to protect the interest of the air
passengers?

If you look at the airfare hike in this country, pre-pandemic and post-pandemic,
when we stand in 2026, there is almost 120 per cent increase. The Government has
been boasting about giving discount on GST. Sir, if you fly from Delhi to Trivandrum,
that relief is wiped out. Sir, even in the citadel of capitalism, the United States, no
single domestic airline holds 25 per cent share. In China, even the three largest airlines
put together will not be crossing 60 per cent. Here, two airlines hold 90 per cent
shares! Sir, | had written a three-page letter to the hon. Prime Minister describing
about the whole gamut of issue and seeking rectification. When the hon. Minister
admitted that there is a duopoly and we need to deal with it, | expected that the
President's Address would have some policy initiative on this.

Sir, let me just tell about the safety of the passengers, because it is all related
aspects. The Learjet 45 of the same operator crashed. We are here, just a day after
the fatal accident which killed the Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra. After two-and-
a-half years, the investigation report has not come. What has happened to Ahmadabad
plane crash, Sir? We don't know what actually the reason for this crash is.

Sir, at Kannur International Airport, -- hon. Scindiaji is aware of that -- you are
denying the point of call, allowing the cartel to increase the rates. * Now, the new
Minister has taken charge. After so many years, they are allowing the passengers to be
fleeced. | request the Government to look into the whole gamut of issues. Thank you
very much, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Dr. John Brittas: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Sandosh
Kumar P (Kerala), Shri Ramiji (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Jose K. Mani (Kerala), Shri Ajit
Kumar Bhuyan (Assam), Shri Meda Raghunadha Reddy (Andhra Pradesh), Shri Haris
Beeran (Kerala), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala),

£ Exupnged as ordered by the Chair.
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Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Shri A.A. Rahim (Kerala) and Shri P. P. Suneer
(Kerala).

Now, Shri Govindbhai Laljibhai Dholakia — hon. Member not present. Next,
Shri S. Selvaganabathy.

Concern over the stray dog menace in the country

SHRI S. SELVAGANABATHY (Puduoherry): Mr. Chairman, Sir, my subject is about
stray dog menace in India. India today faces a serious challenge with the growing
population of stray dogs. Estimates suggest that there are over three crore stray dogs
across the country, and their unchecked rise has created multiple problems for society.
Frequent dog bites have become a major concern, especially for children and the
elderly. Rabies, a fatal disease, continues to claim thousands of lives every year. Stray
dogs often scavenge in garbage dumps, spread litter, and increase the risk of
infections. Continuous barking at night disturbs sleep, while aggressive dogs create
fear among pedestrians, cyclists, and school-going children. Dogs chasing vehicles,
or, suddenly crossing roads cause accidents, endanger both humans and animals.

Sir, to control the menace, large-scale corrective actions are needed, which
includes animal birth control programme. A major programme needs to be
implemented to reduce dog population growth and prevent rabies. Proper disposal of
garbage will cut off food supply and discourage stray dog gatherings. Educating
communities about responsible pet ownership and discouraging abandonment;
creating dog shelters and promoting adoption can reduce the number of strays on the
streets. Strong coordination between civic bodies, veterinary services, and NGOs is
essential for sustainable solutions.

Sir, | also learnt that the Worldwide Veterinary Service, an NGO from the United
Kingdom, has come forward to aid the Government in sterilisation of stray dogs. The
organisation has already done significant work in the State of Goa and is ready to extend
the sterilisation process to all States and the Union territories. Further, the Government
should mandatorily implement regulations regarding issuing licences for possessing
domestic dogs at home and require muzzles while taking them out in public.

Before | conclude, Sir, | would like to say that the stray dog menace is not just
an animal welfare issue, but also a public health and safety challenge. With a humane,
scientific, and community-driven approach, India can control the stray dog population
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only through an effective sterilisation programme implementation throughout the
country on a war-footing basis.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Shri S. Selvaganabathy: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri
Haris Beeran (Kerala), Dr. Ajeet Madhavrao Gopchade (Maharashtra), Shri
Sadanand Mhalu Shet Tanavade (Goa), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), and Shrimati
Rajathi (Tamil Nadu).

Need for expeditious establishment of the Post Graduate Institute of Horticulture
Research and Education (PGIHRE) in Punjab

it WA R Gy (TSR : IRAT A18d, § 4old & B SR Sl 9 Sl
BT U 1Al He<aqul fqva e H X1 <18l gl

IR, G gl H AT Teme H3ll 87t IR AIS) S BT 83 | MMHR RH HRdl
%, R8I dST1d #H horticulture @1 g@Tar a1 & 1T, 2015-16 & FoTC § UGS Bl Post
Graduate Institute Of Horticulture Education And Research S &T HadT fhar ol
S®! Tt I 2} fob USTg & fhaT BT traditional wheat, paddy cycle 9 ST frdTel
P high value horticulture 1 3N & STIIT STTQ

AYRH A8, I8 GHIAYU! & b SHRT USITE, TET H3i1 Sfl & 3 A8 DI STHIH
R T8 IAR U1l el 10 991 A I8 Uloige IIcHT gall &1 U S2AP Dl dbIAc] AHA
RATE B FHT 21 3T 2026 H, 519 &4 '"TawRid 4R’ &1 3R 95 = T, a1 I8 WhR
DHRAT B b 10 AT GRTT ITSTT TS bl T FHTIIRAT AR AT b forg qaie g1
gl

JIRHAT HIEd, UGS H 7 GRAC H HH S W horticulture B & JTa9S,
horticulture TSR, ST 2011 | 6,267 HIS TYY DI Y, I8 319 26,580 HRIS ST Bl
R &R b 3R SHH AT Al STYR FHITY qThT 21 TSI BT [HT AT BIfCdhoax
BT positively adopt B M &1 I GO § 33 TRATH Bl push a1 <119, a1 fovam=
crop diversification P TRB doil A Gﬁ% AHT B

TIRA AT8d, H STd & A1 PHEl g (b TG H31 AT Sl & AAMHR IR
e & T8 USTd 1 fBA Bifchodr & &3 H 92 Bl JATHATHR I H T$! AT
[REINSEIRS

TIRHT AT, § I8 IR<Td B § [ 319§ HIoTde Bl Post-Graduate Institute
J TTUS HY b Central Horticultural University 91T ST IR Sy &1 STeal establishment

ensure B SYI G H BIfchear AN establish B & UTS B S TP ol
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AR oY I8 774 &1 91d & 6 v =30 A1 S 7 QRN g & are st 8
THETY ATS (5T 8, IR AT 'HeR 31T 3ifdt Sied’ Hl e &1 399 TUI-Taure &
forq 75 AwraTy UeT 81 s &1 39 AT H I8 feafqereaa qRIfg s & qaifds
glfChear Areded B Jurasil YTz Br & Agcaqul YffeT g

IR ATEd, ARG 7 9§ IBT Seed e ot g, <ReT oed
BT 3R TaaUTe A Hex wImiud g, oI 4STd &1 %ol -deoll Hiel Tl
HThe o ST AH1 I8 JAae! Tildhear H value addition 3R B€ UG &1 g@raT
SN 3IR USTd & JgaTaii &b feTY agri-entrepreneurship & §R I @leliil SIRH A4,
eI FH3A1 SI o USTTq & Uil 3T U I Gxad U H 318 Rl g b 59 'WTgH A ex
Aodl Bifcoar ANl &1 o1l fadT Sy, g=ydre|

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member, Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), associated himself
with the matter raised by the hon. Member, Shri Satnam Singh Sandhu.

ST, ¥ g St

Concern over the referring to India as a "Federation" instead of a "Union of States"
and need to prevent such usage

S1. W g (RER): A UM 7RISy, WIRd & Hiagr & e 1 H W 7Y
A HET T 8 - YR AT Sf$d1 a1 &1 I 81, India, that is, Bharat, shall be a
Union of States. ¥ & b WIRA U YA &, TR WS &b A1 H1 Usdl & [P $V
T §TRT ST AT 31T U8l $9 quasi -federation ST T 3R 379 3 WY e e—
AT ST 1T &1 HIRA DI Bhexee qoal ST Ydb G’ Jgid g1 39 WavTdh
UgHT & T2 &4 dieTdTel & A1-1e Mg AR AR 431 # 1 811 &1 81 I8l db
o5 guTaeel I & gIRT W $9dT YT fhaT S &7 81 6998 & 3 Yl $dT T
gTSol I fHIT SITaT 81 9RT T YR & GIALTT Bl Bl IgFaR a1 G -h
3R VeI 9 A Terd 81 VAT HE+1 IS Tdhdl iR sRdsdl & folv o1d® B
AT B Ug el TR & AIUT & TawY IR TS I AR T Fafansi | foar e
SIS <A1 GREAH 1T b A1 HTUF b FHSH T ATl b HH H Teb FHI U 41 3777 21,
ST YR fIUTST B b+ & folT HHOIR hg & A1 hexd T aFaR & TId R faaR
fepaT TR 211, URq 9 STIUYTh HIF HR TR g1 1 2411 707y forar 1 {6 wika &1
ARG FSIGd $g & A1 unitary BT IUYTH Tl & 3ATelld H g ATITAD I ST
g o MRA WRBR H$ HeH IS §Y 39 I IR 37fdeid Idh oMY iR 34 3ifcrd ®U
I e B 7 SIU {6 9Rd &1 |fqe unitary, I GE 8, T P e, I
g

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
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raised by the hon. Member, Dr. Bhim Singh: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. Ajeet
Madhavrao Gopchade (Maharashtra), Shri Devendra Pratap Singh (Chhattisgarh),
Shri Pradip Kumar Varma (Jharkhand), Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu and Kashmir),
Shrimati Dharmshila Gupta (Bihar), and Shri Chunnilal Garasiya (Rajasthan).

L RIRRISIRIEE]

Need for effective implementation and quality strengthening of Solar Energy Projects
in the country

S AT ATed (SR USR): A UM 7RIS, MU {31 AR IIoTl
URATSTATSAT & GHTET TehaT=erg= Td 0Tl HESIHRUT &b Hag H dleT BT 7aR T,
S oY § DT ATHR Hhe B gl

AT FHYT HEIG Y, 3MUh AedH H § A1 a1+ gd TdTepRofir Soii #3l1
ST BT T ST H AR &1l GRATSTAIRAT & YHTe! feharea Td ore Geg b o H !
PO AEAYUl IATIBATAT Bl AR ATHT BT A8 gl FaULH, § ARPR §RI
FHNT Sl DI TG a1 B STV MY FHI YT HEAT, IS R TR o R
Sl BT WA & 3§ FRAR gl P forg A= w301 ST 1 GRIE1 BRel g, gare
Al

A FHAlT HElGd, $HP grao(e S WR R AR gRATSTI8 &
P H SO S[S! §8 s Il AR 3 B! ©, S APb1dh] HTDHIBRU D
HHI Bl B ©, UG A0 H SR, S YahieRul &1 G 8l J@l o
RATSTI3I & A g -v@T1d 3IR ITHT STEhTel Hearel Giread B 4 41 $o
HISATSAT ATHA ATIE! B B WM IR Al PO GfSAT IUBRUN BT IUIRT B BI 1
W A 3TTS B

A1 HTITT HEISY, S WY &1, B4 TR fAfaio 1 ugie giedre o
Td ATYNT 2T D1 AT R DI U STTLIDT B, AT eh IR $9 &7 H ATCHTHR g
IPh| BIC STHRDRI, fHami q2m I &= § GR SHoll & 3= § foxiy vd
ufehaTeTd Hiorgar i A+ &1 € 3R 7 ft v 91 q1en 99 &1 B 1 Afq<S wfsharett
BT 9l &H 3R TR g9 DI MATIHT 81 BH Al fa<ig AT SUA] BRI Bl
JNMATIHAT IR 4T &1 <=1 AT

AR GHTART FE18, H 3P AETH F A1 HAT Sff IR ARBR, A1 4
3TRIY HRAT T8I § 1o 39 A4 UBall IR {9y U4 31N URTHD Had IoIY 1,
UG AIh] b AR Feg a1 ST IR WR o1l B 378 fhthrac, foeaw=a sk
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D BT A9 AT MY, FTAY I B Hofl GReaf 3R FA< [IbrT & e Bl
YT HRAT 3R GEG Bl A | HAAIY FHIUTT ST, ATTDRT ATHR |

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shrimati Sangeeta Yadav: Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Dr.
Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu and Kashmir), Shri Sadanand
Mhalu Shet Tanavade (Goa), Shri Devendra Pratap Singh (Chhattisgarh) and Shri
Mayankkumar Nayak (Gujarat).

Dr. Sandeep Kumar Pathak — not present. Shri Niranjan Bishi.

Concern over the paddy procurement crisis and non-disbursement of MSP to farmers
in Odisha

SHRI NIRANJAN BISHI (Odisha): ¢ Hon. Chairman Sir, thank you for giving me the
opportunity to raise this very pertinent issue of farmers’ distress arising due to the
collapse of paddy procurement in the State of Odisha in this August House. Sir, Odisha
is an agrarian State where farming is the mainstay of the people. However, during the
present Kharif season, paddy is not being lifted from the mandis. Farmers are not
receiving procurement tokens, and even those who have received tokens are facing
serious difficulties, as their paddy is not being lifted by the millers. As a result, farmers
are under immense distress.

Sir, there is no effective online mechanism for paddy procurement, which is
further aggravating the problems of the farmers. On the other hand, while the
Government of India has fixed the Fair Average Quality (FAQ) limit at 17%, the
Government of Odisha, under the guise of a 15% FAQ, is forcing farmers to forgo 8 kg
of paddy per quintal on the pretext that the produce is not of fair average quality—
locally referred to as katni-chhatni. This practice is causing huge losses to the farmers
and must be looked into urgently.

Sir, farmers have been consistently demanding that the FAQ limit be fixed at 20—
22%. However, despite a 177% FAQ being applicable in other States, Odisha has
restricted it to 15%, coupled with the additional burden of deducting 8 kg per quintal
in the name of katni-chhatni. This discriminatory practice is pushing farmers further into
distress.

& English translation of the original speech delivered in Odia.
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Sir, for the State of Odisha, the procurement ceiling has been fixed at 73 metric
tonnes of paddy. However, as of now, only about 24 metric tonnes have been lifted. In
this situation, it is highly questionable how the remaining quantity will be procured within
the remaining short period. Further, Sir, the Government of Odisha has fixed a
procurement ceiling of 150 quintals per farmer. There are many medium and large
farmers in the State who are adopting modern farming techniques, using modern
agricultural equipment, and cultivating hybrid varieties of paddy. On average, such
farmers are producing much more than the prescribed ceiling. In this scenario, once
the Government procures only 150 quintals, the remaining produce is forced to be sold
in the open market at distress prices, far below the Minimum Support Price, causing
severe financial losses to the farmers.

Further, Sir, the Government of Odisha has fixed a procurement ceiling of 150
quintals per farmer. There are many medium and large farmers in the State who are
adopting modern farming techniques, using modern agricultural equipment, and
cultivating in hybrid mode. In this given scenario, if the Government procures only 150
quintals, the remaining 300—400 quintals are forced to be sold in the open market at
distress prices of merely Rs. 1,400 to Rs. 1,500 per quintal.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shri Niranjan Bishi: Shri P. P. Suneer (Kerala), Shri A. A. Rahim
(Kerala), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil
Nadu), Shri Ramji (Uttar Pradesh), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Subhasish Khuntia
(Odisha), Shrimati Sulata Deo, Shri Muzibulla Khan (Odisha) and Shri Sanjay Yadav
(Bihar).

Shri Neeraj Dangi.

Concern over the rising prices of gold and silver and their impact on rural households
and women

7t TR STt (TSR : AT AU A1, H 39 TG &b A1EIH H 75 AXDR
1 & Q9T 4 A Ud Fia] Bl JbTg BIAa D 3R AR BRAT ATGI, FT Arior
R, fIRY ®u 4 Afgeraii vd fdars-amg yRaR| & HHR died 39 &1 81 TR 84
el 13 HEIAI, I fGARIR, 2024 | DR SR, 2026 & 3fdh$l Bl G &, Al AR
H et B B H TITHT 306 TR B gieg MR A DI Bl | 111 UiTerd o ghg
<@ Dl fAeT XET 1 ST 1A ol SATYWT 1 fEaR 2024 H STTHI A §R B9 Ul
T oY, T8 3TTST ToBhR USE B9IR BU Ui UM 81 s B 1 591 UPR, Tl B B, S
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fadaR 2024 ® T T BOIR BUY Ul fheam off, 98 1T g < g 3T
EOTR Uy Ui fhelium & wR IR 9I9TR § <+ &I e 181 81 o1 <91 § |71 8iR
AT RY DY GREAT, ITHFH 3R IRATRE Wiy J TEvTE A IS €8 7, I8l sdl
DIl BT 59 YHR T BIS AT IRBR HI THR Trrd &R e fawerar &1
EHIRIRS

TTHTOT @31 3 JATST WY AAT-2a] hae MY 78] &, dieth AMATTDIT g,
HIEET BT UHHTH AMMAD FERT, FHAT AR AHITD GRET BT A5l A1 &1 fbg
31Tt RAfT I 8 b T, 21 SR frer-aem ol & alRar sroel dfei & fars
& foTq =gATH ST I RIS U 4 317} 81 7Y 8| 1 Aemar iy aRaRi = 319+
fareme ¢ A1E gd I1 S 3Af¥e Iafd & qd fieEd o) QU 9, 99 i) 4 gd =idl &
3BT IV T F A UBTS &1 RIRT AT §1 31 URaR fqare rer 1 A9 &,
Ty AT SIRIReET 9¢ Y& B

AT |TAfT 7RISy, I8 Ifdd U ¥ f% WReR (& iR dAfgen
HRIRHHROT B qId DR 8 AR TA] AR I AT Yodb, KT SHYAST AT A aToli
3R STHIERT UR FRI=01 7 XEHR A3 Bl g9 Bl AR Jes = a1 I8l 5l I8
FHe Afrerh T2 i f aciar ifrt s Afgetall &1 ST S & B IR B
3R O 3R WD STHRER] DI HRET0T YTH HR Vel 2| fIa18 & qH A -aral dl
eI BT =T UTHIOT riegaReT Bl Wi T8 TET gl &l $99 7 hddl IRAR
T 81 38 §, Sieth TRYR ST I, HRIR, AR 3R 8IS ATIRT HI ISR
HHe § B S I8 §| ABIGY, I§ U 31TS] hddl DIl & T8 &, dieh AT
=T, Al TRAT 3R ATHI0 R B! MMfP (R 1 1

37T : FUTART ARIGY, H NS HIZH § TRER ¥ WE HY 3 ATE AT ¢
AT Qd AT DI B H Tl 3R THTIT SI&T fh T ST | ST Y[edh 1R SIgae!
#H fdeid BTN BT ST TAT A dToll 3R STHRART & %G B3R HRATS B ST 3T
31TeN & fob AR 9 fAw 1 RTSTeilfereh 781, Ifceh aeifed H Ueb AId 1 3R AT
Hehe b WY H ol §U Achlel Dlg THIE! HaH ST

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Shri Neeraj Dangi: Shri Sanjay Yadav (Bihar), Shri A. A.
Rahim (Kerala), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu),
Shrimati Phulo Devi Netam (Chhattisgarh), Shri Chandrakant Damodar Handore
(Maharashtra), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Jose K. Mani (Kerala), Shri P.P.
Suneer (Kerala), Shri Subhasish Khuntia (Odisha), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri
Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), Shri Anil Kumar Yadav Mandadi (Telangana), Shri Ashok
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Singh (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Haris Beeran (Kerala) and Shri Imran Pratapgarhi
(Maharashtra).

Shri A. D. Singh; not present. Shri Javed Ali Khan.

Need for revising the income eligibility criteria for beneficiaries under the National
Food Security Act, 2013

7l SITdE STelt W (TR USeN): g=iare U STl H Qo i Heedqul &l |
3R TRBR & A IS aTed &l g9 2013 H T Wrel GReT IH HH98 §IRT
aTRT b 11 AT, ST §9 < & TRIE] & [T Ueh aRaT A1 gafll BRI bred 4,
9 ¥ WX 4RI Hehe 3T AT, 99 541 AT & Wae=i & d8d ARBR 7 92 b
RIS b1 3] T2 S DI HavT Bl

JHTINT HEIG, S AT BT 9 §U <R aY 8l b ©, oIl gAD! U=l
gt gferrfaferdt srsdiRan Sai &1 @i §1 9y 2013 | 59 I8 ART—H g1 o1, T4
TIAIOT &A1 | a1 ST g S T DI 3T dTel fch Bl TRIG AT 7T 7 3R 39
BT ATHIT ITT 1T ATI 8T 2ra &1 | < oIRg Su aTiyes 3 foqap! o, 39
SAD] ATHTT ST TRAT AT Afh $1 <RE a8l H 9gd B dael AT 2| HETg H AR
gfg TS 21 T 3T DS AT A M BT AHARI H revision fHAT 21 IMABR Y AT H
T BIWI gig BT 21 a9 2016 & 18 U HHIL M1, FTTH HHARAT & 99 I
HART DT HOTGRT, S 2013 H 155 B T, T8 AT STHIT 280 BUY &I bl &1 T8I b
5 &9 ARIGT BT Ia Wl 91 2, oifdhT g9+ s gfarfafaferct sersciRan St amior
&3l H 1 RIS 3R W & 4 1 g $uY 1, I AT b 6| 91Tl

FHYRT 7RGy, § arelerme o1 fenefi 781 g, oifeh #- Uab 21efeme & SMeR
3 39 vy # e R arel & 2 g S0 & i 2RI 99 2013 # off, T8 31t fhat
Il ANV B HogHR U1 §S94 & 3MMYR WR calculation HRb 1T fob TRAI0T
&I | S 2 TG BT DI 31T AT a9 2013 H off, T8 19T T 3 TR, 40 BOIR BU
B ATRY| S IR e &1 § S 3 oG B0y 1 AT &Y, S 31T 9@ThR T

5 TRg, 40 B9R B9 fohdT ST T2y

I 3T AT 111 TS| ART 3TTeh ATEIH A ARBR A IR 8 o 59 A1
S IRIET T YT BT U M U & 1Y ST eligibility criteria &, SH®! dTIT ST,
TP kel TN IR Y H 17 ARG IR BIS HIAS B & BIR W & IR g0
DI AIBR I DI BRAT ATS! 8, iy d AT AT H SATET 98 Y &1 3R VAT
31712l BT, T TRIET < 1T S5l 31T BINTT| WTed GReT AT, 2013 BT AT a1 &
g ST o 3 AT 1 91T S|
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=S S sl O lede O s s il SOl e e (Siles 2 si( Gl S )OA e ngla Gliat
i ol s g L8 LS <yl o )l 50 s ain ) LS jus m g€ o 58515 (e 2013 s —esp Uila Ul el
S i) sl el L OS5 ey Ui e cope JS U S L Ol s Sl ) S osmpe S
LS AU IS i () ) e S smpe S Gl S el S gilaag) p
Lt S Alab i U 5l S (8Q) cm S gl ol g0 S8 atiddl ol o 3 gy Silgras
S S ) SY 0 Sl e L el S G LS Bl a6 2013 Jl - o 08 S Qs
&SV O e 0 s 5 oped O et W LT e Y Bl 50 L L8 Ul cupe S padd M5
= WS JalkeaS e ot o8 O 8 g LS LU g e (Y )l e ogf (Smn I Si)l 5 )
Sl = WS revision ure utess (S (Sl e U5 S Al S o P (A5 B e
s =S Uslaa S o b GdaeS 5 aa[,S 2016 s - (S (225 A8 S ar e e (S
S U = S 5 =90 280 Sl 2l oy ot 55 155 U2 2013 o> <550 (S Ko yie - 8 5[]
=230 45 5 e 05 Opel 8 s Lol S (Al ) (Sl (o W ST (s S il S
LS S ol bl s eSY O Ge 05l el )

O Ol S Sl ) S Do O o o o8 1S D 68) O e 2 s il

s omla S SIS ey ooed e 2013 Jle Sl s (S 50 €SV 2 &S s ) Gae iy )

&Y 2 s e gssid ol S AS LGS S calculation Ly sal S GGl Gl e 5SS sl

D oo s S ) )V 60 «SY 3 Ke[1] #2105 ¢t e 2013 o Lasws (el (S )

Ula LS 55 13 40 «oSY 5 Kol S5l ol et Lo (S 50 SV 3 52 e 05l 5l

Osa0E 5 oS Lo ol A 23550 S u il ST e s G les T 4

S e S SG5S < s Wa S8 < eligibility criteria ss = =S b o)) cide IS Gk (S

(e U8 i€ SO0 IS s (S Gy 8oy JBS S i JuiS 38 )5 6SY 17 0 (i

S 8 L il S smpe 58 (Ba i Ll &) 0 R a5ak) o Laps T 05 nS5S
e L 5T L 1 (S Uil o S 0 61V 1S 2013 ¢l LIS o

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by Shri Javed Ali Khan: Shri Ramji Lal Suman (Uttar Pradesh), Shrimati Rajathi
(Tamil Nadu), Shrimati Phulo Devi Netam (Chhattisgarh), Shri Ajit Kumar Bhuyan
(Assam), Shri P. P. Suneer (Kerala), Shri A. A. Rahim (Kerala), Shri Sanjay Yadav
(Bihar), Shrimati Sulata Deo (Odisha), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. John Brittas
(Kerala), Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala) and Shri Imran Pratapgarhi (Maharashtra).

Now, Shri Rajinder Gupta.

Need for a legal framework to ensure the right to work beyond retirement and prevent
age-based discrimination

* Transliteration in Urdu script.
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SHRI RAJINDER GUPTA (Punjab): Hon. Chairman, Sir, thank you for providing me
this opportunity. | rise to draw the attention of this august House to a serious and
emerging policy gap concerning the employment rights of the senior citizens. India is
undergoing a rapid demographic transition, with the population aged 60 years and
above having crossed 140 million and projected to exceed 230 million by 2036, as per
the official estimates. With life expectancy now around 70 years, the country has a
large pool of healthy, skilled and experienced senior citizens who are willing and
capable of contributing productively well beyond the conventional age of retirement.
However, India presently lacks a comprehensive legal framework to prohibit age -based
discrimination in employment or to recognise the right to work beyond retirement,
based on ability rather than age. While Articles 14 and 16 of the Constitution guarantee
equality, age-based exclusion in employment is treated as a policy matter, and post-
retirement engagement is largely confined to ad hoc extensions or contractual
arrangements. This disproportionately affects senior citizens in the private and informal
sectors, where legal protections are minimal.

In contrast, several countries have enacted progressive laws to promote active
ageing. The United States, the United Kingdom, the European Union, Australia,
Canada and Japan, where over 29 percent of the population is above 65 years, have
prohibited age-based discrimination and enabled continued employment of older
persons.

|, therefore, urge the Government to initiate a comprehensive legal framework
to prohibit age-based discrimination and facilitate the right to work beyond retirement
for willing and capable senior citizens, with flexibility and safeguards. Thank you, Sir.
Jal Hind; Jai Bharat.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by Shri Rajinder Gupta: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha) and Dr. John Brittas (Kerala).

Now, Dr. V. Sivadasan.

Concern over the high Student-Teacher Ratio (STR) affecting quality of education in
schools

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, in India, lakhs of students are unable to go to the
schools. They work in fields in different parts of the country. The students are trying
to get the jobs. In this situation, we are able to see the pathetic situation in some of
the States, like Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, etc. In this regard, the Government of India

Contents Page t



[29 January, 2026 ]

should give more money to promote the education sector. In India, only 2.71 per cent
of the GDP is being spent on education. Thousands of students are not getting
fellowship, scholarship and other financial support from the Government. So, the
Government of India should spend more money in the education sector. We see that
in many of the schools, even pucca buildings are not there. Adequate number of
teachers is not there. The universities are being run without permanent teachers. So,
the intervention of the Union Government is very necessary to protect the rights of the
students. The Right to Education Act exists, but only on the paper. The Right to
Education Act should be implemented properly and proper education facilities should
be provided to all the children by the Government. The Government should try to create
more educational institutions in local areas. The district panchayat, the local panchayat
and the block panchayat are taking a lot of initiatives, but the issue is that they are not
getting proper financial assistance from the Union Government. Earlier, ‘Education’
was a State subject, but it is in the Concurrent List now. So, the Union Government
should provide funds to the States and should make a proper federal policy for
promoting the education sector in our nation. The existing situation in the education
sector requires more initiatives from the Government.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by the hon. Member, Dr. V. Sivadasan: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. John
Brittas (Kerala), Shri P. P. Suneer (Kerala), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala) and
Shri A. A. Rahim (Kerala).

Now, Question Hour.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Now question hour. Question no. 1.

12.00 Noon
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Participation of top companies in job fairs in Bihar

#%1. DR. BHIM SINGH: Will the Minister of LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT be pleased
to state:

#Qriginal notice of the question received in Hindi.
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(a) the number of top companies in the country that have participated, so far, in the
job fairs organized in Bihar and the number of youth who have received
employment and apprenticeship/training opportunities  through  such
companies; and

(b) the special policy, incentive or coordination mechanism that has been
developed to increase the participation of top companies in job fairs organized
in Bihar and the action plan to strengthen it in future?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT (DR. MANSUKH MANDAVIYA): (a)
and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) and (b) Job fair is one of the steps towards fulfilment of the Commitment of the
Government to accord highest priority to employment generation amongst youth.
Regular Job Fairs are being organized under various schemes by the State
Governments/ Ministries/ Departments.

Job fairs are primarily intended to facilitate linkage between jobseekers and
local employers, so as to address local employment requirements. Such fairs focus on
employment opportunities aligned with local labour market demand.

Additionally, The Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of India, is
running the National Career Service (NCS) Portal which is a one-stop solution for
providing career related services including job search and matching, information on
online and offline job fairs, career counselling, vocational guidance, information on skill
development courses, skill/training programmes etc. through a digital platform
[www.ncs.gov.in].

Ministry has entered into strategic Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with
private partners such as job portals, placement organizations and reputed institutions
in order to enhance the visibility and access to the job opportunities from the reputed
and top companies. These MoUs have been instrumental in expanding outreach and
providing greater access to diverse employment opportunities for youth across the
country including Bihar.

Further, under the NCS project, in collaboration with States/Institutions,
Government has approved 407 Model Career Centres (MCCs) across the country.
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These centres connect local youth and other job-seekers with job opportunities
through Job fairs, NCS portal as well as career counselling and training.

Till 20.01.2026, a total of 3280 job fairs have been organized in Bihar under the
National Career Service (NCS) project, in which 8,492 employers have participated.
Notifying final hiring figures is not a mandatory requirement on NCS portal.

Government is also implementing Skill India Mission (SIM) to deliver skill, re-
skill and up-skill training through an extensive network of skill development centres/
schools/ colleges /institutes etc. under various schemes, viz. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS), National Apprenticeship
Promotion Scheme (NAPS) and Craftsmen Training Scheme (CTS) through Industrial
Training Institutes (ITIS) in the country. The SIM aims at enabling youth of India
(including Bihar) to get future ready, equipped with industry relevant skills.

Under Skill India Mission (Sll\/l), PMKVY scheme, introduced in 2015—16, has
trained and certified over 1.64 crore candidates (up to 31 October 2025). Under NAPS,
49.12 lakh apprentices have been engaged from 2016—17 to FY 2025—26 (up to 31
October 2025).

1. W9 Rrg: 9ol 78iey, 89 YRT SRR IR A1 431 STt &l e=arg =11 dr8d
g 5 ISR Gord & oY S8 BTt &1 foham 8 iR &Y Y X8 &, S Ter w1
DI fABT IS, ST - R1eTor Heer, 3rgansel, “Rigldr A= Jiomr anfe gers
ST RE] 81 37 AR U I g8 gardl & fob gy 2016-17 | e 31 3dCaR, 2025-26,
P 49 TR, 12 BHIR AN DI ISR (AT 11 51 8 984 <61 q1d & | AU A8 1ad,
B9 IRBHR A Rt I8 ST 18 © 13 A ST 49 o1, 12 TR (F1geh AT &, 39 [d8R
& AN DI, SR & Fiorarl & fod- S g?

S1. TG AisfHAT: g9 Feied, A=Y 9ew | [98R H RISHR 707 8¢ 3791
e gBT g1 H 31U §RT AT A& DI I ATG I b 927 H ISHR &b 3aER 96
3R ISR el - 396 folT U Jave WSl & SV| 899 59 folU A9Mel iR
Afa gider, TRaTgHe & o ah RTel fd<! wie®™ & w9 | 917 81 59 W)
TRATIR 3R SI1d bR, ST bl IS BIAT © 3R 39 IS b MR TR Hal
TR ISR &1 TRTCT 3ITHR T3 2, d ISP W ATGSICHTg HY hd o | H Fa Bl
I AT § (b T2 BRI AT UIcel’ R, T8R4 e et 53 g A -
JISHTR & {17 IS 9 fhar 81 S99 9 39.80 TG @RN bl e fore fhar 1T g

3R I SIlg TR firet, I8 Wi giifeed fear mar 2|
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31 M9 g uraf 9-iey, S fob 9= 530 Sft 5 31+ SR § de1 8 fb e &
3,280 TSR Hell BT TS fohaT T 3R $97H 8,492 fFrammrelt 7w foran s==iq
e=gm ft 9aTS © 6 faeR o s Al &1 S9d A1egH 9 ISNIR e 21 78 ied, g9
T T B faTs TSl 81 89 I8 ST a8 & 1o 14 8,492 Fairhiaft = v foran,
STH ¥ fhae! A9l WR B fRaRhT dufai 7 9T foran 8iR fd= i frih
Uil = 9 foran?

S1. F99@ ASfaan: FHIa ST, AR GeR | S 9% Y81 7, § 99 W ATST-9l
FARME B T 18T 1 H1 9i1 ugell R 41 7, 98 <oqd sRaR 9 fica’ &
g1 et iR Ro7=g Sifed fielt &, S9! R <1 5

HARIGY, AT AaI 7 314} Siq Bk & IR H Pl 8] HRd IRER & 59
AT §IRT, ST WRBR §RT T T H S BIY oMY ST 21 TS SIS I
IR A BT 2] 3IPI e Ta-He I el B 3R Hed Ta-de Wl &Rl 81 I8 el 91d
2 5 3,280 W19 HIH §U & 3R S I8 6T HH W 1 2, FAlP 3T 8,492 TATI¥
SRR B &, e § ST I aredi g 6 3 Tl famax 8,492 8 iR 5 8,492
D! AT H TP SO &1 IR AT 9T ol 2, o IR A1 9T ol @ IR IR IR | 91T
Il 81579 Udh R 19 BAR BT 8, 1 10-15 H SBR 20-25 HUTAT T S &1 8F 37
FYFTAT BT 33 ANE U IMMSSICHTS B & [P 1T Folvex H 511 HIR B ©, T8l R
HI- fpel §90TaR © 3R HUfAT Bl Hft et A-9TaR &) RaRRH<e §, 89 U8l
SHD] HY B &, S| §-A1SC D o 311X (R SI1d HIR oI & §9 SI1d HIR | Fod
Aoy 4 oM@, 50 BOR S Ae)  gaRii 9w fom
9 qITEId 8s, $Eg BT, 1 I I T FOIR ATl Bl Wicioree fhar 11 iR
TSl 43 BSTR AN Bl SI1d &1 TS 81 AT I 1 ¥ oAdd 3R 99 d oadl &
R I 9 ST A18T 81 H I A8 § [ s IR ds draf-dl <21 H Wi M $Hdl 2,
we # f B HRl § IR T1-AF eod § WY B St B R &l R gy
Ehes HUTR o1 ReFarRAe Bl 2, 39 Raaravic &l &1 H & §Y HHAT 31Tl
21399 Ao olddl, ¥ odd 3R Tl ofddl bl wraf=rar = ¥} 97 foram 2

MR. CHAIRMAN: Third supplementary. Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala.

SHRI RANDEEP SINGH SURJEWALA: Sir, my specific question to the hon. Minister is
this. You mentioned about National Career Service Portal. | am surprised that you
don’t even publish the data as to how many people are employed. The biggest
employer continues to be the Government of India and its PSUs. Many times in this
House, the Government has answered on the question of number of vacancies in the
Government of India and its PSUs. Will the Minister tell as to how many vacancies
currently exist in the Government of India, which is the principal employer, and its
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PSUs? By when do you propose to fill the number of vacancies? The number of vacant
positions, according to me, in the armed forces, the paramilitary forces and the police
forces, is over 3,00,000 and the total number of vacant positions is above 30,00,000.
Will the Minister inform the House ?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

S1. T9GE ASTAAT: AT AIRAT TR, AT GG o 7T BRI GG Ui
& IN H 919 DI 31 ISAd FHIT ¥ AST-NAT ITHH TS BAT STo™l &1 AT
fefoTea CaIarsl & 993 &, a1 fSfiiea SaTdiol & ATETH A TRalls 3R TRl
ST U -3 LI DHAT b JATAR AR BRIR DR Feb 3R FTAD! 19 AT,
I8 U Rl fdsl wich™ & A1egd | Ush 81 S8 o] AU+ it &l
3MSSITHTS B A 3R 3HD ol BT AT BRI AT UIcd & HU H U e hIH
! fbue fohar 21 91 gardt gY il 81 %81 8 1 ool U aue H I8 wichd 3115
IERC Bl AT &1 AT BRI AMAE UIco IR 37T 55 oG HHT [T 83 2l §9h
1Y TRATTHET 31 a7l I Ta-ie & 9! WehiR SERIT 81 & 21 $9d 127 33
gTsde dica Al IS gU 21 3171 dis Al Afth 81 SiTex IS5, 21 Y Al 1 5 aui
H 39 IR B: RIS ¥ 31 U JaT, o1 I1g =iy, IS e &_1 g & {51 oAl
DI G AMMRY, TH AT $9 WIchH A 19 91 Fobd §l I S ©ITHIH & J1egq I
TIcfore Wi 81 3l I8 Siid &I Jurgfict 4l Iucred 8l Sl &

A TIRAT AR, Y31 I 8T G 81 I8! 8 [ §A1 TS AR Al
UISe Bl $-AIUC Uicd & A1 §Thie fhar 21 g9 A)1 JaT 4R uled 3R Repe
STaHe & w1 it SR fnar 11 7, A1f HEl Wt SiTg @ srarg et g1, @ g &
RTet fas] wie® i 9 SHG! SR e T | SET8R0 & dR WX, IfT BT TS HI
HH] I FTE< & [ S AT & My Rifdet SR a2y, a1 98 ed SRR
AT GISel TR SR oxd Hehell 8 b TSI & SR & fobt Rafder goiifear = <ifg
& forg ISR b 81 iR I fth ol WAt arell §Tvey & fofT TR SI1d 1 ST
ol gl A BRI a9 YIcd b1 9gd ST SYAN B
el 2l ...(aY™)... § a9 & V8T g ...(agT)... 319 &iReT IR 37 iR e
T, ST &1 YD ST YT TS BT 2 ..(FIH).... 31T ATST dIRS IRGY| {19
ST T JBT B...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You asked about all the Departments, not a single Department.
There are so many Departments. Let him answer.

S1. 999 ASfaaT: § IAHT A STad S AR ARBR 1 B1Hd Haex, Ta-HE Jaex
I ISR U BRIG 8 | ATGRUTY JeTT HT Sfl W 8 Uh-&1-3 14 He I H ISR
Hel ST BRI 8 3R TG S &b (oY 319 dh ol (HeATdR 18 RISHIR Hel
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AT fpy 71T 1 8% 1 A48 H 75 B9IR, ARI-S¢ 1, 70 91X, $9 a¥8 I 894
18 ST1g B | 11,39,000 AT BT Heof TAHE Bl ST1d UGTH Bl &1 T UIgde Jdex
H TRATIHE B STRE fhaT 8, 9% IR § Sd 59 d3d BT 3T Rears S, a9 |
AT U BT STATd a1 9 BT STV, SHeT¢ SHBT STdTd BT 978 § e § R
3R RIS & A1 SHD] Igd IRbaC STd1d 71|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fourth supplementary; Shri Upendra Kushwaha.

4 S HETET: HBIGd, ST H Pal 1T & o TIAINH Hioiae & 3l e 3iR
fEHNC TSI b BIdINTT A 32 4R H el 407 Model Career Centres ST T
gl BH AR AT S ST 9T § b 39 407 6 9 f9gR # fhas €72

S1. I AiSIAT: HEIS, National Career Service Portal & 3TelTdl <21 H 407 Model
Career Centres T Y8 &l U BH State Government & A1 fA®HR &I &l State
Government IHT T & 3R FH ITH H UTAR HIATSS B ol U4 39 Hed g
W T 32 & 3R 9 W1 9119 AR gIRT Jarsit &l ISR frel, 39 oy U 9g & wu A
ST H B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fifth supplementary; Dr. Sikander Kumar.

S1. Rydhae HAR: TR, § 377 A1 F AR 3T ST I8 ST A8 g (b o
Y BHAR T2 WIRA H fhc ISR Hell BT JATATSTT g2 S ISR HAl & ATEgH o
fere aTail o1 HfR1eToT 31T 3R $ TRIET0T & HIea™ 3 fdet=T Jatail Bl JISHIR fHaA1?

S1. T9qE AsfaaT: IIRAT W, sl Uh ATl H <2 H $of 18,000 SI1d BIH BT
SATATST T TT 371R I 18,000 ST I H et FHATHR 2,22 HRIS AN Dl SI1d &

TS|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Q.No.2. The questioner is not present. Any supplementaries ?

*2, [ The questioner was absent. ]
Employment elasticity of GDP Growth

*2. SHRI G. C. CHANDRASHEKHAR: Will the Minister of LABOUR AND
EMPLOYMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has analysed the declining employment elasticity of GDP
growth, in view of PLFS data indicating stagnation in regular salaried
employment since 2019, including State-wise trends for Karnatakaj and

Contents Page t



[29 January, 2026 ]

(b) whether any sector-wise employment benchmarks or job-linked growth targets
have been adopted to address this divergence?

THE MINISTER OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT (DR. MANSUKH
MANDAVIYA): (a) and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) and (b) The data on Employment and Unemployment is collected through Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS), which is conducted, by the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSP!) since 2017-18.

As per the latest available Annual PLFS reports, the estimated Worker
Population Ratio (WPR) indicating employment (including regular wage/salary
workers) on usual status for persons of age 15 years and above in the country has
increased from 46.8%6 in 2017-18 to 58.2% in 2023-24 in the country and from 49.1%
to 55.2% in the State of Karnataka during the same period.

Further, the percentage distribution of regular wage/salary workers on usual
status have increased from 20.9% in 2022-23 to 21.7%b in 2023-24 in the country.

Further, more than 8.23 crore net subscribers have joined Employees’
Provident Fund Organization (EPFO) between September 2017 and July 2025
indicating increase in employment and formalization of the job market. Also, more than
1.29 crore net subscribers have joined EPFO during the year 2024-25.

Employment generation coupled with improving employability is a priority of
Government and is a multi-stakeholder initiative. The various Ministries/ Departments
of Government of India like Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, Ministry
of Rural Development, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Ministry of Finance,
Ministry of Textile etc. are implementing different employment generation schemes/
programmes. The details of these schemes/ programmes may be seen at
https://dge.gov.in/dge/schemes__programmes.

Government is also implementing Skill India Mission (SIM) to deliver skill, re-
skill and up-skill training through an extensive network of skill development centres/
schools/ colleges /institutes etc. under various schemes, viz. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), Jan ShikshanSansthan (JSS), National Apprenticeship
Promotion Scheme (NAPS) and Craftsmen Training Scheme (CTS) through Industrial
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Training Institutes (ITls) in the country. The SIM aims at enabling youth of India
(including Karnataka) to get future ready, equipped with industry relevant skills.

Government is implementing Employment Linked Incentive (ELI) Scheme
named as the Pradhan Mantri Viksit Bharat Rozgar Yojana to support employment
generation, enhance employability and social security across all sectors, with special
focus on the manufacturing sector. The scheme with an outlay of Rs 99,446 Crore aims
to incentivize the creation of more than 3.5 Crore jobs in the country, over a period of
2 years.

Further, Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of India, is running
the National Career Service (NCS) Portal which is a one-stop solution for providing
career related services including jobs from private and government sectors, information
on online and offline job fairs, job search and matching, career counselling, vocational
guidance, information on skill development courses, skill/training programmes etc.
through a digital platform [www.ncs.gov.in].

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Sulata Deo.

SN a1 99: TIRHT AR, H 379 A1eqH | AR 731 Sl | Ig ST arel g
e &I TRRATIHE TeRATIST 1 Sl TIRE ¥ d 3R 3RIFHE HHI g 87 Y Wk a9 H
TRATIHE UaR Sl [hd TRE ¥ BT R BT 52 § WM IR IR AMEIAT b IR H ST
EIENIE

S ITeTTal, § AR FAT I IS W) ST ATe § IR WTHDR INS2AT b Heel
H ST AT8R § [ URATIHE QarA<iol & | 3 Ulel |Tet H fhal UiteTeh e T rgHe
& folq STeil TS © 31R feha garaii ol Al firetl 872

S1. 79 ATSIET: TIRAT AR, TRATIHT Hd Ug el UTUHTH3N b gIRT Il AT1 3741
&9 YIUCIUh U & §RT SUG! HY Hd &1 o1 I8 gaTd g Gl 81 381 8 f qur 4
TRANIHC STINE 9 Y81 8, ATTRATIHC YT B BT off 81 2| TRATIHT & IR § §
MY IR P A1 FATH I b AE AR, AT 2024 H RST §eb BT Fol¥ ST feerst
TN Fel¥ ST BAR |WHY H ATl &, VA1 A1 T81 g1 ReTd §a a1 1935 o 977 211, iR
1980 W ST fshUC HRAT AT §ATI I8 ST AHT ARBRI H Ul §31T 21 2003-2004 H
Gl R 44.23 RIS TRATIHET AT 3R 2014-15 U G H I8 TGP 47.15 BRIS
T3 B g W ST T2l 7, I8 Rord §& o1 Se1 2 31R Foid ST 7, R ugel 9 ufeersr
Y &1 I8 AT B fh 2004 | 2014 T T &9 H 2.9 HRIS employment generate
gaTT| S RSTd 4 &1 I8 claim data &, I 14T 2024 H publish 31T, IHH 64.33 BIIS
employment B3, ITHI HIRT ARG - Ueh G2H H 17 DHRIS ARN DI SId faT| ATqhT
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ST e o foh g 7 11 IRg <119 <1, W& #3401 7 Job Fair & SIRU f&&T, Claim
data AT & & 17 A1 T3 AIBRAT BT Fold TNl A NI AR I 4 &1 AfSem A
M 399 B AN B B el 8 Udyam Portal ¥ 319 UdT @91 A © fb <91
MSME &T growth 31T 81 ST Ud MSME U &Il 8, Ud BIcT Se UgT 81T 2, oI
expert's dataQﬂTﬁ?ﬂ%% 4.3 TRC AN Bl employment a1 89K SRR
Gl employment generation & %I'Q ..(dYT)...

it |AuTafer: 3Ty 93T, 93T Let him answer. ... (Interruptions)... 34 9fST, wiIS|

SI. 19 Hiefaam: s WReR A employment generation Cg %I'QW & 1T HeH
SSR™IT Bl 3MUH <@T 8T fh Modi 3.0 Government & T8l &1 §oic H ARG 4.1
PRIS jobs &b HTT & v gum™ H20 o R YbaT & gRT G190l &1, RTd skill
development fora T, o employment incentive Pl D ?'I'IT:; TF:;I Bkl @ Eb_*:;
HTRIPHY continue TIU| Start-Up, Stand-Up S W E 9 self-employments i El‘c},
jobs 'Jﬂélﬁl SREARRINIR AR CISIRC SRS employment dell STd employment dedl
'%’, al unemployment ®¥H BT Bl 319 YRd | unemployment rate 3.2 YT '%, S
developed country & IRIER B 3R BHRT unemployment rate Eb_é’ developed countries

A ft B4 21 I8 gAR oIy o<l 91 B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fourth supplementary, Shri Kartikeya Sharma.

SHRI KARTIKEYA SHARMA: Sir, talking of job growth, is there any estimate on the
number of job opportunities created by the gig economy ? S gig workers %ﬁ%, REE
ERI P! Sl Hids e I8 &, T A {31 SI A IT I HATAT o ST A o
2 3R IR foran 8, A1 a8 a1 87

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

1. 714" Hisfaan: g8ey, 'gig worker' Ut SHIAT §?§ s employment TfIfAfT 21
Tgel & THI H 'gig worker' BT concept a1 &T1 31} $HBT platform 3T 71T 8 31 digital
platforms & HTEIH | Bs I Bl SR et X871 81 VAT &5 ST T 349
platforms YUY employment T BT Day-by-day, 31TST U FJHTT %, S H Th i
3ITANT T | T, olfch g8 QT ATel YT AT, 37T 1.5 9 2 RIS gig workers BRI T 1.5
I 2 W@' gig workers U platform UX hTH dNd %I J-d| social security ﬁﬁ%ﬁ ?f,
& oI 89+ four Codes @ fBY &1 S Codes H 41 &9 1T # Ugell IR gig
workers @I definition T 1, I [T BHH B! graem= fby, ATfd IT6! social
security ﬁ?ﬁ, I health security et S9! 3feres Tfafaf smooth ﬂﬁ, IAD %FQ
AT BHRT Q2 BT UGN B aTel Ugell <31 91 81 I8 9K oY 7ewd &1 91d 2
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Fifth supplementary, Shri A. A Rahim.

SHRI A. A. RAHIM: Sir, according to the PLFS and according to the last Economic
Survey Report, one trend is very clear, that is, permanent employment has been
reducing in our country. So, in this light, | would like to ask an important question. The
increasing trend of contractualization of labour in the public sector is leading to an
invisible and systematic elimination of constitutionally guaranteed opportunities for
marginalized sections, which means reservations. In view of this, is the Government
ready to undertake a comprehensive study on the impact of contractualization on
employment elasticity, particularly its adverse effect on reservation policies? And has
data been collected or will it be collected on the number of candidates belonging to
SC, ST, OBC categories who have lost access to regular employment opportunities
due to the shift towards contractual labour?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

S1. A9 ATSTAAT: TRIRHT W), T2 4 AU AN DI ISHIR BT opportunity el iR I
U YRAR P 3BT A8 A Il UIY, $H GHTLId B DI AR DR - SHAT
Trerfirehdar <t 2l E@W T H Start-up India, Stand-up India, J&T JIST] oI Elv_ag
BIABHI b AT U 2 H self-employment W 9T 2 ﬂ?f BEERIG] U gl BIRE 8
f ST self-employment 2017-18 ® 52 TR¥E 2T, I8 self-employment 2023-24 ¥ 58
Wﬁ‘c"g’eﬂﬂ ST casual labour &, ST &H HeRT H BT SR dTel labour &, ST &l &I
SECI| gy, KR protection ﬁlﬁ, I %FQ %“:I%f labour code | Y ﬁﬁ%ﬁ fopar %I
ﬁﬂﬂwﬁﬁﬁmﬂwwaﬁﬁ?@?mquﬁr%ponsible
behaviour X, T8 ITH AfTBRT & foT0 B deny &I B Ak, AT 9 labour
Codeﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁ?WaﬁqﬁWﬁlﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁé,ﬁW appointment
letter T compulsory R f&AT 21 &S IR VAT BIdT 21T fh H2l BIS incident 31T, Bg
T g3, A1 391 H§ &1 SITay A1 {6 I8 1 891N T2 registered & &1 a1, A 391
TP social security dT Il Te! forerdr o S 3D social security T ITH fererm|
ST SCs/STs %?ﬁjﬁ}, W%FQ 'Jﬂ%‘q%fjob fair § Gﬁ?job ?5%!(’ Model Career Centres
H ARRAT B 5 T8 &A1 specially SCs/STs & forg Wt A1e] foman &, A1fdh 8N SCs/STs
AT BT skilling D1 SITY, FTDT job fair H FeITAT ST 3R IT! job BT opportunity
forer a9 ﬁ, Nl non-permanent jobs YX hlH HRA ATl AT %, 96 IR § ft &5 I8!
R garar g fe employment WE@T HBSE] employment dal, ar self-employment i
g7, jobs W) I31 R U IIH! life AT HUR A, AP salary T g ST casual
labours, non-permanent jobs IR &, I 2022-23 H 24.9 TRHT F TEHX 19.8 URV<C §U,
AT 1 low salary H ®TH B aTel ART &I HT HH 8, I (b I H A HTH
B dTel < BT H SaTeT I41 fre™ &7 81 <91 B SHIFHT Sl 31 ¢ I8! 7, I8
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BT |l T el &1 Pl FIATdHR I97 98l 81 B, S97 31 9¢ 8T 51 a4 1.4
billion population W%‘TRT@[Q?T%, 81 3.5 IR A HH unemployment rate ﬁ, 90
& JarRll & B H 19 &I, B &I, I9b (7Y opportunity B, I& AIGT Tq-HE o

gfead faar 2|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Q. No. 3.

Upgradation of post offices

*3. SHRI RATANJIT PRATAP NARAIN SINGH: Wil the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) the plan for upgrading Post Offices in the districts to serve as Common Service
Centres (CSCs) and financial inclusion points;

(b) the number of rural households in Kushinagar that have opened an account under
the India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) during the last six months;

(c) the steps taken to ensure timely delivery of mail and financial assistance (e.g.,
pension) through the postal network;

(d) the progress made in providing digital banking services through the postal network
in Gram Panchayats; and

(e) the measures to ensure the security of financial transactions conducted through
rural post offices ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA): (a) to
(e) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) In pursuance of the recommendations of the 57th Standing Committee on
Communications and Information Technology (2024—25), the arrangement for delivery
of services through the Common Service Centre Special Purpose Vehicle (CSC-SPV)
was terminated with effect from 28.05.2025. However, a wide range of citizen-centric
and financial services are being provided through Post Offices across the country,
including passport services, Aadhaar enrolment and updation services, Know Your
Customer (KYC) verification services, issuance of Digital Life Certificates
(JeevanPramaan), and various third-party services. Further, the Post Office Savings
Bank (POSB) offers savings accounts and other deposit accounts, while insurance
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coverage is provided under Postal Life Insurance (PLI) and Rural Postal Life Insurance
(RPLD).

(b) In the last six months a total of 22,995 accounts have been opened by rural
households through the India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) in Kushinagar.

(C) For timely delivery of mail, the Department has strengthened its last mile network
through rationalization of delivery centres, mechanization of delivery and introduction
of technology enabled services such as One Time Password (OTP) based delivery and
real time tracking of articles. Mail Monitoring Units have been established in Circles to
ensure quality delivery through Key Performance Indicators (KPIS). To provide
doorstep banking and other services such as direct benefit transfer (DBT) and digital
life certificates, smart phones and biometric devices have been provided to postmen
and Gramin Dak Sevaks (GDS).

(d)and (e) In order to enhance the security of financial transactions in rural post
offices, technology has been leveraged across the network of post offices and through
the India Post Payments Bank (IPPB). POSB transactions are authenticated using the
customer’s Aadhaar-linked biometrics, supplemented by SMS (short message
service) alerts to keep customers informed about their banking transactions. Postmen
and GDS are equipped with Core Banking Solution (CBS) integrated smart phones
that act like micro-ATMs by enabling online and cash transactions, with biometric
devices. Rural Postal Life Insurance is provided through a technology-enabled Core
Insurance System that ensures secure premia deposit through the online portal and
through the IPPB application, in addition to deposits across counters.

MR. CHAIRMAN: First supplementary; Shri Ratanjit Pratap Narain Singh.

it TSI IaTY AR R : 9afcr Sit, 999 g a1 H /3l ST &l 3R I ATy
DI TIATE ST AT & (b Sa i 51 f<iTy a9 H PR Sius § yRigie &g SAifha
GIT, T T81 9gd A AN bl BIIST g7l 9D A1 &, PR H Geb TAT AT [~Teh
T 9IRS T b1 Al %6 81 1T &, Si 3K, 2026 T 1 I &

qEICY, H AT H3Al I A% AR A I8 el =Med] g (b ST i bal B
THM AISTHTG Feft 8, T4 gaaule a7 # 980 BIIGT 8RN $RIR, I WA @t
qTe R B H AR ST Sl A I8 A AR IR YT A8 {1 iR Bl
ST [ITd bl A Sl Bl B fhar SIgan?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.
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it sanfarrfesy @, Riftr: Fwafa A8iey, § sud gRT A 96 &l 3R 98
1 |1 G HR1 a8 § b BAR <20 A India Post, WIRHTI STeb T b gIRT ATfere]
fRor gorTedt, QR fared H Fa IUYTh fIa=01 JUIell &1 31751 89 WIRA H India Post &
ERT had STH AR IR 8] T, dfed ATHI AIFT & folT B F9T Hdl, TRHR B

3R 7ol &1 1, UgarT &F IR H7d T

ST A9 =1 3T & |1 S[ST g3l U 98 Aolgd <l A1 A o & H,
PR fS7el § A el {1 81 Te’MT 4 U g8 A1 7, S 391 I8 &7 5l 89R
I 20 Sub Post Office &, 203 Branch Post Office &1 $81+1 We! ®8l [ A1 154
AT H &1 BN % b 5,930 ANTRDI & oI UrAare a1 geb o

FYrafa Gﬁ, T H311 S 5 BT © fh whole-of-Government approach ﬁ, ITh
foTQ BHRY FQd BIRT 21 T2 b AT H S8l aS1-a$! Buldl & U To! YT &
&, 981 Uob BIC Uaqulex &1 Al Sl &1 91 AT V<l & Wk HReh THUHTHS Haex
H| 39 T BT 40 Tirerd Frafd THTTHS Harex ¥ 31T & 3R &9 < = S faaRemRT
$ IMUR W B AR & A1, AR 3 ®w1g=id & At fiel &% whole-of-
Government approach P IR TN EL’Q I H 1,013 STh frara 37_;{ RIS %Q %I Shl
1,013 ST® FITT $Hg q HNG-BIG 300 BRIS I & HRIG-HIIg G TR ARG
RITHTH ATST & 3T TP 81 b o 3MR 26,245 TaAUICH §9 ST [T g &b HOTeA!
P AU S &1 AFIY AiS B! IS G gY W1 T! Gl 811 fp PR § g
TS JAMfhd § ST AT $hg RiawR, 2023 I Fa1ferd ® &R fUoe ve faxig o # &
7 ITel | 41 38 MMfEdhod o1 (AT fawd 31 g3 21 39 57! | 9gd =it 8rfl|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary; Shri Ratanjit Pratap Narain Singh.

Y Y=ot wama AREE fig: A waafa TEied, 36 | gaftd, SR
3T §, SI fdegel 81 Bxe URAT B, SATAIY H 31ads /e A AT H31 SI A go1
TredT § fb g8 Mal & o S-S A AR ¥ @ 8, o f$iee € ok
TP &7 TP A1 B § g Al ST1 3T g (5 Bl &l | Sl Uk 311 el ©,
ITH DI-DI G THIRT & Td I AN IQT o [ HATI - 9T DM b1 8 Ud
HI-9 19 3R ST TY § 2

St guTafer: IR fAfe S

it SafoRTfac w1 fafemT: 9), STe fquTT 4Rd 61 Aar § [T s S9! I o7 g3l
gl BRI ST f4a=T yorreft 2, S9d Jiiid I & IR 6.5 A Al § S[Hh g &
3MYR IR BN 1,65,000 Points of Presence (PoPs) &1 31 ¥ ddd 9.5 HfIerd ST
s SERT & W B 3R 90.5 UG ST s AT 3 H 81 WIRA ARPR Bl T8l
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A9 2 3R AN 4911 4§ gl IR I8 93T &1 & foh 89 o 39 fa &1 & gars
wU S Y| Ul IR 8 AN o ST AN & Sieid S7eT-37eT Ao a$d &
%IK’ 6 afched EFHT:; g - mails %, parcels %, international business ?f, citizen-centric
services 8, PLI 3R RPLI B 3R St & |1 POSB (Post Office Savings Bank) ¥l 81 ¥R,
3Tk ATETH W AIAG] DI 3R S DI W G BRAT AT g 1 ST X I H "Ghal
FHIEG AT & YR IR BRI -BRIG G IR RIS W Gel §Y 2, TRE 31ha Afdw
b &b IATYR IR BRI 38 RIS W Yol §U &, SR 22 AT PRI DUV BT [SUMTE gAl
g, N el a9 aul d 6 dg $RIs I AIe b 1 9iG g8 ©l 2018 H W |l
ITeTd HIRA ARBR B §1STT TR UHTH deh B! B3I §5 3R AT b SHD Il
13 BRIS @A & AT AT URe IHSH & A FRE-Hd 1,37,000 BRIS IT BT
SRINGT JHthe TIRAHR IH1H & d8d [da0] g7 3| TRCdl TSt STINH H §HAN BRIg
1BRIS, 25 TRI WA & AR 3HD MR YR FHAR] 2 ARG BRIS DI [SUIMIE 21 BHR 452
AT HT 65 8, TP MR 1R 2 FRIs I |l SIT&T qRidiey ¥ o2 H S1hdr &
ERT T U B 3MYR YRITHT MR TSI H 14 BRI AFTRDI & AR TSI TAR
13,352 JIC el YR sl W gU &1 H ST (afd dwsl &1 gl sifer<! § gl gl

YT Y, IIHT A SHRT STH fI9TT YR IRBR BT cost center B, AT &4
AN <1 FO<iTr W &1 SToxvd 21 gHRI BIfRTer 8 o fawa &1 qad geg ST 49T
eI AT S & ~Ifed | 89 AN 41 9141 B9 ST Q- 51T business verticals 3% I T
@@, mutual funds customers & %I'Q KYC verification & %I'Q 31T Association of Mutual
Funds in India (AMFI) & 1 89 @IRT T Udh MoU 31T &1 &H &N Prime Minister's
Employment Generation Program & T8 units B physical verification &YX T B ?Rﬂ
& I, 84 o micro, small 3R medium industries & %IK’ A BRI B X2 1 8H AT
BSNL T SIM distribution program &< I8 &1 BHRI HIRT &l © fo & faxia ad &1

AN gfg |

AR, § 3P A MUSel U AT & 3fidrs @1 a1adl gl d9 2023-24 H 84
SN T SIeel Ndyg, 12,920 BRIS ATl a4 2024-25 H B AN PI CICdl XY 13,363
FRI LT 1| AT, SHH Bael 3.4 UfTerd &1 ghg g8 o o1 375y w41 571, &4, afea
3R ) ST = freTx 319+ IR CPMGs & §RT target setting ®RATS ©, dTfeh 89 ST
STh fIURT B U 75 1T < V| R, H fUser 9 7l &T Relee MUd AHeT -1
|Tedl gl Citizens-centric services H ISl ¥ & 328 BRI Bl JIT H $9 Y 650
RIS, T 95% Bl gy §s &1 U ORE, BAR UIdl H 12% I gig g & 21 PL
3R RPLI H 1% &1 9fg §s 21 Adod, Uwel Q¥ faxiir ay # T8l badt 3% revenue
increase g3l T, 9 Y P 9 HEIH DI 37afel § BH4 10% revenue increase B b faaT
f&am 81 I8 |wra 2 {5 519 a9 A 1 |1, 3 HE e, T9 T e & A18 | &9
ST 3MTIh FHeT 3R 36 A & Uco IR 4l 95 312 b I UIGI| 39 fawar &
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A1, TAN AIG TR ARG SThdHHT HeT HAT St & -Ifed § AR AT BI Hal &b folg 1d
3R fo=1 T2 a7 3iR 71a Usp PR IR B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Third supplementary, Shrimati Rajathi.

SHRIMATI RAJATHI: Respected Chairman, Sir, there were many technical features in
implementation of the second phase of Advanced Postal Technology in August. The
grids resulted in delays in every step and some booking counters were closed because
of the inability to serve the customers. Customers and business communities across
different parts in India had raised concerns about the lack of preparedness with which
the Ministry rolled out the second phase. Has the ministry addressed all the glitches
and what is the status of implementation of Advanced Postal Technology second
phase? Had the Ministry assessed the possible impact of these changes, including
disruption in the supply chain and logistics sector, before implementing these
measures ?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

it Saforifec . fafermn: a), 9ie 98ied & gR1 U 9gd d8cayul 93 I8 T3]
%I WWW%@?WW@WWadoptW%,FﬁﬂgQ_CEtransition
phase BT 81 o9 89 81 ¥ forw N o s a1 Udh rudimentary, Add U
IR electronic system I U XJe¢ electronic system I %, aqr s transition
phase H TR HISATSAT BT &1 T 2.0 P iId, F AN ¥ ST Advanced Postal
Technology (APT) ST Ud 74T software install {1 €, S &7 MeghRaj 2.0 cloud
open AP architecture % IR IR fham=aa {51 AR, g1 D! IaTd §¢ gRil 3
fop Sy FaR famT & 89 A1 7 @ 31T Ueb YR digital foggy stack T fopam=aa=1
fram 2, 9 B I8 APT solution vl w9 & 100 wficrerd el 21 39 €1 I8 i
(APT) AT ¥l QI Y ¥, T -Hfrerd w@a el 81 8HRT ey 3ih URileld — gRed
SHATATSH, ST WIREATY ST fA9RT BT & FoedaR fd7 2, I8 59 YUIeT AiegH
! franf=ra {5 21 oand H Wi Uge—d19 A1 d6 $8 BiSTsdl a9y 31T,
Fifh 519 fhAT ¢ ATeaaR RIReH BT SIfSTRH BIAT &, Al B ddh-Id] FeTdsT AH
3T 81 39 FolU 89 A B! U9e 999 Tsd &, 1 AifedaR Jast /Y 99R fay 7y,
31 2ot FRIfT 9% & 3 391 & U ofig 190 B9k IR Siffthd X1 TR 9 T erg
B g ol AR 941 23 TRTA Ahdl 319 U &1 NTe $Ied wiehi¥ IR H1RI &R I8
21 3 MR STh Bl g i IR evrar fertt, Rt ard A= foy #2301 <ft =
oo 99 U= goic 9N § $fSTT URE B dos T ARSI IChHIH 911 &
ded # wE! off S 6 #7 ot gqd SR H WY Iooi o o1, &9 ugell IR ST
9T o B8 aféhedd &1 o fhal &1 T 81, I8 S §U 3MMID! Iq—Tar el fb
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TR ST fIHIT A U8l aR U b Saelron SifthaR &l 81X fhar &, wife 3t
gred feurcHe Wi g1 a8 A caIdion-f3as 81 9l §l §9% A1-91 84 9%
ATHTET HER BT W) BRIR fHAT © 3R 50 I3 & gIRT 349 23 Ahel & A1 9 &
TP G NS BOIR IR Al § 819 ITell Ud Siotaer S¥1 A diR # forRad
W@WﬁacknowledgeWWIW@WWW%W-W
AR fhd= 3R b UhR & SIoTaR= B X8l & 91 fhd afdehd § 9ari I R8T 8,
drfs URed fSurede hid-Afer T qﬁiﬁ\’wﬁ?ﬁwﬁﬁcitizen centric services &
el 8, IS9P 89 POSB offer X, PLI offer dX| I8 AF YUICT Hicged & Ahel
forararaeT | v 81 urm gl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fourth supplementary, Dr. Ajeet Madhavrao Gopchade ji.

S1. AT AR MBS : AII FUIUTT FA8led, FAias o Tifde [¥48 St $I qra=
TR &1 | A HA ST BT ST A gaTg HRAT AST § (b S8i Aias b STl
& o7 e S=a WRIY ATl @i drel STheR d21 A de¥ile fdaiell & fofg Wi U
STHER & (AT BT WIBHT a1 B 2| H A" 731 ST A T8 ST 18 § (b a1
9 SIPhER Bl A, f$forea dfd, sredididl, faxiy werdr vd faxiiy oF-a
BT (P FHIBA bg I BT Bls [TOR RGR & KR W 57 Y &, I81 I7dgT9e
B Y ST 2, Tl qoH H YRATId SIHER BT I AUETdHd BTl 8| 71 39
IEEUATS Y DI FRIANT BRI IR ARBR [TIR B I8! 572 $Hd 3R, AR
Td QU Bl GRT UR A DI &g UIUIC HIierd Bl ATaedehdl 81 37d: H I8 e
HRAT g T AT ST A9 & A1e09 I Alas Bl Udh Ied WRIF SIHER R IR
HAT§ UG I S, Al I8 T Midg fG8 St &I TR 61 Ue slell ST & wY H 3R
31ferep IS SATG| T 397 foen Aies &l 9o WRIY SIPER 3R &3y uRigie
BT S b G H AXBR &b WR IR Dls [GaR 27

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

it SeifoRTfeca w1 Rftrn: Agiey, AT WM 9E1ey 7 U% 81 U9 4 19 dRE
T g6 &, [ |l H T T2 BT IR <1 BT YT H0o71T| Fa4 U8, $81 §r8d
T UHSH § )IPPB) &1 fduyg STl 89K SIST U UHSH d i Jurd,
AT 3R U5 37T AT AT &1 gb! 51 T8 Y CaTeloll RIch 4 &, Sl 92 & b
g U3 BOIR UIRE JHMBAST UR ride HRAT &1 AT AiAG F1GY DI I8 SIBY
IRI=TAT BT b 31TST IPPB @1 reach T2T & AHI ARBRI IR ST db1 & Jol1 4 315
AT 3 Bl T I ANRDI Bl HATY TG B 7, 77 TH BIs iR §fdhr arg 71
Ugd UTi | I8 A1 TG i bt WYl inclusion @1 14, dldhd BIR dAlbd AR
e T TAGe Bl [AaRERT 61 &1 URUTHA & {5 IPPB 1 314 T B 1d I8 RIS AT
EFWQ%I W total customer balances S TYI JTd N BOTR NS % 3R total financial
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transaction S TG HRIS Hdel 39 I Haex YHCH I & A10H A HHT 8 UTY
&, Al Aias & Y IPPB &1 banking system JU1 ®U ¥ U & 3R Afqsy # 4 g
&H b 1Y YT BT

R, Fide HEGY J UUIC Hal b Bl g1d, I § Far el g b qRd
TRGBR Pl dE A I8 199 9737 7171 & fh 8% Lok Sabha Constituency W U qIdIc
qT Bes &9 AT gell Soft § enfud wxar st WY <9 § HRI9 28 Lok Sabha
Constituencies STd! €, ST&T 885 POPSK ITUd &R+ &1 IUH 91 Od 81 Tbhs IS S
H 3MTE, I AT BH 39 WX TR (IR H¥1| S1d FFRatd & &t ol &) 18 81 Sigt
I &) e AT 8, T81 89 ST SHBT faRdRIBRUI hR I8 &1 I8 § S9! fawary feetren

gl
MR. CHAIRMAN: Fifth supplementary, Shri Sanjay Yadav.

41 T AT : FHIUTT H g, AR A3l St 7 IPPB & qR H %8l b I8 I Al
D1 FITH AT 8, ST81 Blg T8l § UKl &1 FIT AR DI 5 1 bl SFBRI & b [8R
& YTHI0T STl H Pt 8,259 ST BRI H A fUBel g9 Teb V14 1,100 ST BRI H IPPB
! laar Sucrey e8! o1l § A=y F3 S A ST A fb acqE § fER H v
Fl fhd™ ST BR 8, ST&T IPPB 1 JfIe Sucre T81 1 3FR 7181 8, A a8t I8 gfaen
IUAY BRI P [Ty ARBR FIT BR I8 & 7 $HD AAEN [958R H YIRS JMBRIS H Hel
feper T UrAUIE AT g Y Y Y 8 AR S aemerd gRT S8R 4 45 ST BR1
B W d B BT U TR FH7 7 211 3FR VAT T, 1 I8 AN fopam T 87

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

it SRt 91, Rifer: Sl 78y, AT 96 7 IPPB & wIcdd & a1d &I
gl B @I Bl fOaRYRT I8 § fh oSt 991 & 3iex 89R B8 o1 Tial § A e
5,92,000 TTial # ST AT IPPB SioisT I haxol 81 AR Hhe- BT dIcqd I8 & [P 89
SHH G eI eI BT dT8d &l S8l i1 Bl Ha¥ol 2, 81 IPPB §eb 39 Mg 4
ST, STt $f 71 & daxst 9 811 I8 &9 Al & fadd 8 3R 89RI el 21 T8l b
fI8R P ST P! a1 B 2, T8 H A A ST} DI SYTS HRaT G|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Question No. 4.
Connectivity of Gram Panchayats

#*4. SHRI MAYANKKUMAR NAYAK: Wil the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

# Original notice of the question received in Hindi.
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(a) the number of Gram Panchayats that have been made service-ready for high-
speed broadband services under the BharatNet project, as per the latest available
report, State/UT-wise;

(b) the length of optical fibre cable laid, so far, under BharatNet for connecting rural
areas;

(c) the number of Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH) connections and Wi-Fi hotspots
provided in rural areas, so far; and

(d) the current stage of implementation and the proposed timeline for connecting the
remaining Gram Panchayats ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA): (a) to
(d) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) As of December, 2025, a total of 2, 14, 904 GPs has been made service ready.
Details are placed at Annexure.

(b)  As of December, 2025, a total of 6, 94, 911 KM (approx.) of Optical Fibre Cable
(OFC) has been laid for high-speed broadband services under BharatNet project.

(c) A total of 14, 07,784 Fiber to the Home (FTTH) connections (with Wi-Fi
technology enabled) have been provided through Bharat Net, as of December, 2025.

(d)  Amended BharatNet Program (ABP) has been approved under Design, Built,
Operate and Maintain (DBOM) model for up-gradation of existing network of
BharatNet Phase-| and Phase-ll, creation of network in balance GPs, Operation and
Maintenance for 10 years and utilization.

Annexure
Status of BharatNet project (as of Dec, 2025)
Service Service Total Service
Phase-l and
S.No. State/UT ready on ready on ready (OFC +
Phase-Il scope . .
OFC Satellite Satellite)
Andaman and
1 ) 72 68 4 72
Nicobar
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Service Service Total Service
S.No. State/UT Phase-l and ready on ready on ready (OFC +
Phase-ll scope OFC Satellite Satellite)

2 Andhra Pradesh 12,955 12,935 20 12,955
3 Arunachal Pradesh 1,156 77 1,047 1,124
4 Assam 1,507 1,502 5 1,507

5 Bihar 8,340 8,324 16 8,340
6 Chandigarh 12 12 0 12

7 Chhattisgarh 10,031 9,681 14 9,695
8 Dadra and Nagar 0 20 0 20

Haveli

9 Daman and Diu 18 18 0 18

10 Goa 0 0 0 0

1 Guijarat 14,320 14,294 26 14,320
12 Haryana 6,082 6,082 0 6,082
13 Himachal Pradesh 41 252 158 410
14 Jammu and Kashmir 1,105 413 688 1,101
15 Jharkhand 4,393 4,376 14 4,390
16 Karnataka 6,084 6,084 0 6,084
17 Kerala 978 977 1 978

18 Ladakh 193 0 193 193

19 Lakshadweep 10 0 9 9

20 Madhya Pradesh 17,850 17,812 38 17,850
21 Maharashtra 27,689 24,569 6 24,575
22 Manipur 1,536 315 1,160 1,475
23 Meghalaya 719 122 576 698
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Service Service Total Service
S.No. State/UT Phase-l and ready on ready on ready (OFC +
Phase-ll scope OFC Satellite Satellite)
24 Mizoram 541 41 499 540
25 Nagaland 236 116 120 236
26 Odisha 6,788 6,741 44 6,785
27 Puducherry 98 98 0 98
28 Punjab 12,668 12,664 4 12,668
29 Rajasthan 8,776 8,746 30 8,776
30 Sikkim 173 26 9 35
31 Tamil Nadu 12,525 10,869 0 10,869
32 Telangana 12,733 10,833 0 10,833
33 Tripura 740 598 142 740
34 Uttar Pradesh (E) 34,439 34,263 M 34,274
35 Uttar Pradesh (W) 12,472 12,449 23 12,472
36 Uttarakhand 1,994 1,819 174 1,993
37 West Bengal 2,677 2,674 3 2,677
Total 2,22,341 2,09,870 5,034 2,14,904

MR. CHAIRMAN: First supplementary, Shri Mayankkumar Nayak.

SHRI MAYANKKUMAR NAYAK: Thank you, Chairman, Sir, for giving me the
opportunity. HBIGY, | ATYh HIEAH A A HT Sf F GO T8 § b IR &3 A
TS -TS SoTeiton o XE § 3R T SoTaToll & w1ead i M 3R 2Te=l B Horgd B
& foIU TRBR 7 MM a1t fe=1 & FI1-aRa1 warere fhv €, S 9 | <3 Bl 37aTd
PTG

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.
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it sefoRTfesT 1. fafdan: weiey, § A=y 9ie Sit ! 91 arsdn § {6 <T8i do
I9 BT ATl §, WIRA-C UR 8 U e Bls-d I & oy HRA-C BRI 984
Hecadiell AT 8, [T MR IR HRd & 8% ANRG B fqeq F AYof Hfaefae
o1 9TTI BharatNet | and Il ® &1 &Il BT 3834 2,22,000 UTH GATI! BT SIS & foly
T 3R 89 BRI9 7 G fhalHIex & OFC fibre lay &1 8 3R 2,15,000 & BRI TTH
Ul 1 89 Sl ST 81 SR AT I8 AT Tl 8l 81 8N <97 & 3iex A1
B8 oG 719§, STh! Al STrew BT T o 3R bt 8K IRGR A forar g1 st
& JATYR U 2023 P 3 H Amended BharatNet &I JISTHT HIRA DR b §IRT ]
DI TS 8, NI Aid § Fe & Yol IR I8 are X1 aredl g1 IR fad &l wa
@?ﬁ Capital Expenditure Programme, broadband network ﬁ%‘\’ﬂﬂﬁ‘cﬁwwéﬁ
foTT I8 IS 81 I8 1 A1, 40 B9IR BRIS B9 B, 16 fSferas siard @t arer 2l
S¥Tp I AR Rt fY I damd YRaHe 18R 2 g H St 18 off, S8
@[W linear topologyﬁlefGaﬁ?r ring topologyﬁﬁQﬁ, I Ay § H g8 ft g amgdn
% 1% linear topology 31 ring topology H I8 3T B foh 3R T R § IR & ST,
al g1t IR T1d ¥ B S 8, AP ring topology & 3R Uk dR% I dRIR He ST,
A1 Al GERT HIaRI ATsd & 2, O 100 gfoerd RESH! wach &1 7giey, 89 91
T YATId] B! linear topology & ring topology H TG IR ®XIg-HXId, qTdhT 50 9TR
T GaTl 1 41 SIS I8 Ueh 984 81 HE<dlplell ATSHT 8, foTd SR IR 4R &
BN AN o B qb broadband service, 25 Mops ®I TgdTAT SITGIT|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary, Shri Mayankkumar Nayak.

4 THGHAR ASH: FHIN A1, § ATYD AR A AT 3] SN A J§ - S
el § 1o ORI & Hel 14 R, 230 AR ATYHT UR HdT-HerH 14,294 Tdl B I8
a1 el 21 31 A H3 St 9 8 qudl © 6 1! un varial 3l 3 giag] s
I fehft? o TR 3iR srgerest &3 # Sfifiedhd BisaR [TuTy SIM & qravg Wi
SCRIC AT I AT Ul ¥E<h 8, a1 Ut U g 3R Tl Y uEd B

AAIdE GUR g IS BRI 918 T8 87

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

2t saforifec 1. it w9l #8iey, ORI T State-led model & 3TER WX
HRAIC 2 RIS BT fohgrag= T A7l Aded, 9T ARGR A 1 NTHERI 6
3MYR TR HHT T AT AT TAR T 1 3R ol 2 AR, 14,320 IH G=RI<i &
TRAIC | Y31 T& Bl Ig Ford DR gU G & [ AR 1 3R HRAE 2 TRYTSIH]
% T8 I TRAC DI 100 Hferd AYol fHam a1 21§46 &b FA-WA Amended
BharatNet Programme #, SIT feb #+1 310 81 fob 89 e eIy 14,264 UTH 4TI
Hﬁ%ﬁ@%,ﬁ%ﬂTﬂW%WWﬁmg topologyﬁqﬁaﬂ—éﬁ@
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g, ST linear topology | X8 T8 off| 89 HYIg-PRI9 30 B9IR fhelfiex BT 931 OFC o
GREIC IRy ORI & S T T %, S 3,895 %, JI9dT demand basis IR BdE BV
B $9h [T o1 & foT7 CAPEX R Pl AR 2,304 HRIS S 3ATdfed Bl B
SHP A1 & OPEX ¥l — wife ol Ao & &7 oMl & gRT (eiRa o ®
operating expenses Bl g RN 2\1, RTP MIR TR Elv_ag ?b"%_*ﬂs?ﬁ Sﬂg Qﬁ, sﬂﬁﬂf ENSI
IR 399 1 A9, 40 B9IR RIS BUY Bl Ao | &9 ATl & foU ey ¥l 8 3iR e
Al 81 TSRTA & oY S ATl T 311U 3,304 BRIS &1 5 AR W ol [HAThR B Ig-
CE] 5,691 Wﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ%mﬁﬁ%\rl H@E’J, quadripartite agreement
|1 81 A1 2, Gujarat Government, GFGNL, Digital Bharat Nidhi and BSNL & &9
24 -, 2025 PI GFGNL o project implementation agency P! giRdT &9 & %I'Q
19.1.2025 BT RFP float B fAT 8 3R State NOC & foTT 3 /14, 2025 BT bids evaluate
BT STRET &, TS IR | 89 STeg I STea iad el

MR. CHAIRMAN: Third supplementary, Shri Ramji — not present. Third supplementary
— Shrimati Ramilaben Becharbhai Bara.

S IR SRS IRT: A1 GHII1 ST, 31 T2 Y8 BT AR o &b [oly
3MIhT Igd-I5d g-gara| H ARG HAT il Bl WIRAC TRATSTT & [l g-IaTs o
B UE B ATed § b f7 g7 UBTS] gelrhi H Uardd R €, Sve S T Bl
gl S Hal UT BRI o o7 &1 JISTT 9718 715 87

it ST 1. Rifer: {urafy S, J9 srud gRT G fhar o & g9R 2 oG
65 B9R UM 4ArIdl &1 RI7 SUretiol § Shamaas ®xd, 89 o U Sieds 85d ad
HX 3R QR I & 1T 3 ARI 80 TR W1d1 DI I8 feAte 999 R f=am sirgam| gt
HRA-C ST, AdAd TH ATTIUIR BT ATH P B AT Bl Hrfdefdc] o Bl AR
o ST S YRAHe ST @ dficd afefs! iR TRfET ®ive afsas! ¥ <t
ST ST &6 ST, B9 AT A 3191 b §HR BRId-HRId 7,570 HRAAE SeH! ifeRs!
T foTU 81 8 Arot1 A1 fehan=<rc 81 V8l 8, S} 31 S WIRAHT IS feharf=Id 81 X8l
2l

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fourth supplementary, Shri Akhilesh Prasad Singh.

SHRI AKHILESH PRASAD SINGH: Sir, | would like to know from the hon. Member
whether it is correct that BharatNet has missed multiple deadlines -- 2014, 2015, 2019,
2023 and 2025. What are the reasons thereof? Is this on account of failed last mile
connectivity, linear architectural failure, lack of maintenance or ‘paper failure’?

it sanferTfesa /. fRiferar: 9y w8iey, 79T Iige 3 S 0o @1 7, d 349 9ed
& U UR 3R] T & fh AR BRI -HRId 2 g 22 E9IR U U<, S YRAAC
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T US ¢ o g X@ifepd o1 T i, ST 1 g 2 ARG 15 TSR U G Bl JATeve]
FIGCIC 1718 21 SHDT Aded (b FHRT 97 TRIT iR g3l &1 offdh oiaT foh
AT AR - BT, Al H g1 T8l § [ S A9 IRUT Bl B4 & o7 B BRI
g 3R 97 U¥iT # W B HHAT I €, oIHT Ioora WY #7130 froel 3”4 fean
| STET I ¥ IR T B BT B 914 &, Tl 3D Th BRI B & fh hs-Pbs o8]
R g8 UBTS! 11 o, [Sithhee S 2, ATSC AR IS &1 A1 S 19 URHUC &
H 31 I% g8 Prifdeiact, Aded 2 ARG 15 BolR ATSHN 2 og 22 BIIR - ATd 89X
U ETgal | 4l T el Bl UTg &1 GER1 BRI, B Solld olue [di TaAgiHoH
B acS YRATS B TAIART BRI, BH AN Bl (ST 3N d H 98 BioTs 8l el oI,
STV 89 @I 51 Uh 1T fdeT | T3¢ 3% I BT Tole Alfefthee ff uilkd fhar g,
TP S B 0T IRBR & gRT U AN SRS FAR BT hrgeIRAT AT 10 31t
W B Y PRI P A1 URTHLN B 8T § [ MST 31 d § BIg HISATs T8l 8]
VI ST & 1Y, Fs AlSd State-led | | 37T 3FHSS HRAAE & gRT 9 94 Al
BT AN o ST & foTT 89 @I BT U Fhed g1 U8, o4l fb 39 91T, 89 @l
IR snfdheaar & R snfdhcder # 11 38 81 Ua Sfaidel e © - S99 <1l S
sfaauic SWIATH 6T ST BT o1, ITH SIR] IPHT THUITATd siaaue, Sl o
T i-Meihid ddd Rafa Rived §, SH®T 89 @l ST &R I8 B AR &
foTU e ofadt ead SITuRTET Jex wATfUd far <11 98T 8 3R &g WRGR & odel IR
T Ao dl Aead TR Her (CNOC) 4T ITiud fham ST ¥a1 21 341 & d8d 89 ol
IS YRA-E BT b= R R B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fifth supplementary, Dr. M. Dhanapal.

DR. M. DHANAPAL: Sir, the hon. Minister has stated in his reply that a total of 14,
07,784 Fibre to the Home (FTTH) connections have been provided through BharatNet.
| would like to know whether these connections to homes are chargeable or free for the
people.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA: Sir, the whole concept here is to empower the
entrepreneur in India. Our target is to provide 1.5 crore FTTH connections at the
grassroots level. As | have already mentioned, we have provided 14,07,784
connections. As the network gets laid out, as the first mile and middle mile network is
put into place, the last-mile connectivity will come in. | have already mentioned, our
distribution strategy is through our BharatNet Udyamis, who will be our entrepreneurs
at the village level, we provide that connectivity. We are giving subsidy to our BharatNet
Udyamis to make sure that they are empowered enough to be able to provide that
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connectivity. As far as Tamil Nadu is concerned, the total FTH connections, as of date,
out of the 14 lakh, is about 800-odd. But that will increase as the network gets rolled
out.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Question No.5.
Encouraging private sector in space programmes
*5.  SHRI KARTIKEYA SHARMA: Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) the details of steps taken to transition India from a State-led space programme to
a global ‘Space Manufacturing Hub’;

(b) the details of Technology Transfer Agreement done with private sector for SSLV;
and

(c) the steps taken to ensure that the private sector captures a significant part of
global share on satellite launch market?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS; THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE PRIME
MINISTER'S OFFICE; AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
SPACE (DR. JITENDRA SINGH): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

Statement

(a) The Govemment of India is taking the following steps to transition India from a state-led
space program to a global ‘Space Manufacturing Hub”

i.The space sector has been liberalised and private sector allowed to carry out end to end space
activities.

ii.Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) was created in
Department of Space for promoting, authorizing and overseeing the activities of non-
government entities (NGES) in Space Sector.

ii. The Indian Space Policy — 2023 has been formulated by the Government to provide regulatory
certainty to space activities by various stakeholders, in order to create a thriving space
ecosystem.

iv.In order to ease access to foreign capital by Indian NGEs, the Central Government has brought
out revised FDI policy for Space Sector.
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v. Decadal vision and strategy for Indian space economy is also announced by IN-SPACe,
which envisages to increase the share of India in global space economy.

(b) IN-SPACe, ISRO, NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) have signed the Technology
Transfer Agreement with M/s. Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) to enable HAL to
independently manufacture Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV). Under the Technology
Transfer agreement, HAL will gradually transition to independent SSLV production contributing
India’s space program.

(©) Same as (a) above

SHRI KARTIKEYA SHARMA: Will the Government inform the House of the number of
Indian private sector entities that have been on-boarded across launch vehicles,
satellites, propulsion systems and spray-skid electronics since the establishment of IN-
SPACe and the cumulative amount of private investment mobilised during this period?

DR. JITENDRA SINGH: | am glad that the hon. Member has asked this question. This
gives us an opportunity to share some of the recent achievements in the space sector.
As he has truly mentioned in his Question as well, India is fast emerging as a hub of
space manufacturing, entrepreneurship and economy. Before | enumerate various
private sectors and parties which are involved, it is also important to mention over here
that all this has happened in the last few years. We never had dearth of talent or their
expertise or their commitment or their aspirations in ISRO. We have seen our scientists
giving everything in the service of the space programme. The two founding fathers,
namely, Dr. Sarabhai from Gujarat and Dr. Satish Dhawan from Jammu and Kashmir,
put their entire heart and soul into this. But, what was possibly lacking was an enabling
milieu which, as the hon. Member rightly mentioned, happened after 2019, when the
Government decided to set up New Space India Limited and also to open up the space
sector to private players. This was one of the most path-breaking decisions of the
Government and the credit goes to hon. Prime Minister Modi ji for having broken many
taboos of the past and that was followed by the constitution of IN-SPACe, a single-
window interface between the private sector and the public sector. The results have
been enormous. We were just about a decimal economy in the space sector. Today,
we are at 8.4 US billion dollars. In 8-10 years, we hope to go up by 4-5 times, maybe
to 40-45 US billion dollars. We were just a single-digit start-up. Today, as of date, we
are 399. As far as our engagement in the public-private sector is concerned, the
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited has already signed a technology of transfer agreement
with ISRO for small satellite launch vehicle. If | go into detail, it will take very long. But,
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| can just name a few of them because of his interest in the space sector. We have the
PixxelSpace India Limited. We have Agnikul, which is realising our rocket engines. We
have Skyroot, which is going to launch its Vikram-1 shortly this year itself. We have
Dhruv Space, again at Hyderabad, which is using Falcon 9. We have Digantara. We
have Galaxy Eye. We have Anant Technology. So, we have a host of these. The other
aspect of this is that we also now have increased the revenue, which is being generated
by the launch of foreign satellites. For example, out of the 434 foreign satellites
launched since ISRO undertook this initiative, as many as 399 were launched after 2014
when Prime Minister Modi ji took over. As a result of this, India has so far earned as
many as 323 million Euros and 233 million US dollars. So, in a nutshell, | can also
reasonably claim that, in times to come, in the future growth of India's economy, space
is going to be a very important contributor. Space is one of the sectors which has
remained possibly underexplored or unexplored till now.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over.

[Answers to Starred and Un-starred Questions (Both in English and Hindii) are
available as Part -/ to this Debate, published electronically on the Rajya Sabha website
under the link https://sansad.in/rs/debates/officials /

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Papers to be laid on the Table. Shrimati Nirmala Sitharaman.

1.00 P.M.
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE- Conta.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE; AND THE MINISTER OF CORPORATE
AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITH/—\RAI\/IAN): Sir, with your permission, | lay on the
Table, a copy (in English and Hindi) of the Economic Survey, 2025-26 along with
Statistical Appendix.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House stands adjourned to meet one hour after the presentation
of the Union Budget, 2026-27, in the Lok Sabha on Sunday,
the 15t February, 2026.

The House then adjourned at one minute past one of the clock till
Sunday, the 7 February, 2026.
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