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RAJYA SABHA
Thursday, the 4" December, 2025/13 Agrahayana, 1947 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

MR. CHAIRMAN: Papers to be laid on the Table.

Reports and Accounts (2023-24) of various Institutes, Library, Museums, Art Centres,
Confederation and related papers

THE MINISTER OF CULTURE (SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT): Sir, | lay on
the Table a copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:

(i) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Indian Institute of Heritage, Noida,
Uttar Pradesh, for the year 2023-24, together with the Auditor’s Report
on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
(C) Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at

(a) above.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5052/18/25]

(i)  (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Central Institute of Buddhist Studies
(CIBS), Leh, U.T. of Ladakh, for the year 2023-24, together with the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts.
(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
(c) Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at

(a) above.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5053/18/25]

(i)  (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public
Library, Patna, Bihar, for the year 2023-24, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts.
(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Library.
(c) Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at
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(a) above.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5054/18/25]

Annual Report and Accounts of the Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Manav
Sangrahalaya (IGRMS), Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, for the year 2023-24,
together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.
Review by Government on the working of the above Museum.
Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at (a)
above.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5056/18/25]

Annual Report of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA),
New Delhi, for the year 2023-24.
Annual Accounts of the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA), New Delhi, for the year 2023-24, and the Audit Report
thereon.
Review by Government on the working of the above Centre.
Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at
(a) and (b) above.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5055/18/25]

Fifty-eighth Annual Report and Accounts of the Prime Ministers Museum
and Library (PI\/II\/IL), New Delhi, for the year 2023-24, together with
the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

Review by Government on the working of the above Museum.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at

(a) above.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5057/18/25]

Annual Report and Accounts of the  Central Institute of Himalayan
Culture Studies (CIHCS), Dahung, Arunachal Pradesh, for the year
2023-24, together with  the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.

Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at

(a) above.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5058/18/25]
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(vii) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the International Buddhist Confederation
(IBC), New Delhi, for the year 2023-24, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts.
(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Confederation.
(c) Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers mentioned at
(a) above.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5059/18/25]

l. Reports and Accounts (2024-25) of IVCOL, Gurugram, Haryana; RCB,
Faridabad, Haryana and related papers

. Reports and Accounts (2024-25) of various Institutes, Centres, Associations,
Concil, Academies and related papers

lll. Report and Accounts (2024-25) of BHAVINI, Chennai; NPCIL, Mumbai; UCIL,
Singhbhum, Jharkhand; IREL, Mumbai; ECIL, Hyderabad; HBNI, Mumbai and
related papers

IV. Report and Accounts (2023-24) of NRA, New Delhi and related papers

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DR.
JITENDRA SINGH): Sir, | lay on the Table:-
I. (A) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-section
(1) (b) of Section 394 of the Companies Act, 2013:-
(a) Thirty-sixth Annual Report and Accounts of the Indian Vaccines
Corporation  Limited (IVCOL), Gurugram, Haryana, for the year 2024-
25, together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the
comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Statement by Government accepting the above Report.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5163/18/25]

(B) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-section
(2) of Section 31 and (3) of Section 32 of the Regional Centre for Biotechnology Act,
2016: -

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Regional Centre for Biotechnology
(RCB), Faridabad, Haryana, for the year 2024-25, together with the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Statement by Government accepting the above Report.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5160/18/25]
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A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers :-

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Maharashtra Association for the
Cultivation of Science, Agharkar Research Institute (ARI-MACS), Pune,
Maharashtra, for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's Report on
the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5136/18/25]

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Aryabhatta Research Institute
of Observational Sciences (ARIES), Nainital, Uttarakhand, for the year
2024-25, together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5137/18/25]

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Birbal Sahni Institute of
Palaeosciences, (BSIP), Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, for the year 2024-25,
together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5138/18/25]

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Bose Institute (Bl), Kolkata, West
Bengal for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's Report on the
Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5139/18/25]

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Centre for Nano and Soft Matter
Sciences (CeNS), Bengaluru, Karnataka, for the year 2024-25, together
with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Centre.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5140/18/25]

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Indian Association for the Cultivation
of Science, (IACS), Kolkata, West Bengal, for the year 2024-25,
together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Association.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5141/18/25]
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(vii) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics, (lIA),
Bengaluru, Karnataka, for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5142/18/25]

(vii) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Indian Institute of Geomagnetism
(11G), Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra, for the year 2024-25, together with the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5143/18/25]

(ix) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the International Advanced Research
Centre for Powder Metallurgy and New Materials (ARCI), Hyderabad,
Telangana, for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's Report on
the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working the above Centre.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5144/18/25]

(x) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Institute of Nano Science and
Technology (INST), Mohali, Punjab, for the year 2024-25, together with
the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5145/18/25]

(xi) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Institute of Advanced Study in
Science and Technology (IASST), Guwahati, Assam, for the year 2024-
25, together with the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5146/18/25]

(xi) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for
Advanced Scientific Research (JINCASR), Bengaluru, Karnataka, for the
year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working the above Centre.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5147/18/25]

Contents Page t



[ RAJYA SABHA ]

(xii) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Raman Research Institute (RRI),
Bengaluru, Karnataka, for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5148/18/25]

(xiv) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Satyendra Nath Bose National Centre
for Basic Sciences (SNBNCBS), Kolkata, West Bengal, for the year
2024-25, together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working the above Centre.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5149/18/25]

(xv) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for
Medical Sciences and Technology(SCTIMST), Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala, for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor’s Report on the
Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5150/18/25]

(xvi) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology,
(WIHG), Dehradun, Uttarakhand, for the year 2024-25, together with the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5151/18/25]

(xvii) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the National Innovation Foundation (NIF),
Gandhinagar, Gujarat, for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5152/18/25]

(xvii) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Technology Information, Forecasting
and Assessment Council (TIFAC), New Delhi, for the year 2024-25,
together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Council.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5153/18/25]
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(xix) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the North East Centre for Technology
Application and Reach (NECTAR), Shillong, Meghalaya, for the year
2024-25, together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Centre.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5154/18/25]

(xx) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Indian National Science Academy
(INSA), New Delhi, for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working the above Academy.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5155/18/25]

(xxi) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the National Academy of Sciences, India
(NASI), Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, for the year 2024-25, together with the
Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working the above Academy.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5156/18/25]

(xxii) (a) Annual Report and Audited Accounts of the Indian Science Congress
Association (ISCA) Kolkata, West Bengal, for the year 2024-25.

(b) Review by Government on the working the above Association.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5157/18/25]

(xxii) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Indian Academy of Sciences (IASc),
Bengaluru, Karnataka, for the year 2024-25, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Academy.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 5158/18/25]

(xxiv) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of thelndian National Academy of
Engineering (INAE), New Delhi, for the year 2024-25, together with the
Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Academy.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5159/18/25]

lil. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-section (1)
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(b) of Section 394 of the Companies Act, 2013: -
(i) (a) Twenty-second Annual Report and Accounts of the Bharatiya Nabhikiya
Vidyut Nigam Limited, (BHAVINI), Chennai, Tamil Nadu, for the year
2024-25, together with the Auditor Report on the Accounts and the
comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Statement by Government accepting the above Report.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5164/18/25]

(i) (a) Thirty-eighth Annual Report and Accounts of the Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Limited, (NPCIL), Mumbai, Maharashtra, along with
its subsidiary companies for the year 2024-25, together with the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Statement by Government accepting the above Report.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5168/18/25]

(i) (a) Fifty-eighth Annual Report and Accounts of the Uranium Corporation of
India Limited (UCIL), Singhbhum, Jharkhand, for the year 2024-25,
together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of
the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Corporation.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5167/18/25]

(iv) (a) Seventy-fifth Annual Report and Accounts of the IREL (India) Limited
(IREL), Mumbai, Maharashtra, for the year 2024-25, together with the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Company .
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5165/18/25]

(v) (a) Fifty-eighth Annual Report and Accounts of the Electronics Corporation of
India Limited (ECIL), Hyderabad, Telangana, for the year 2024-25,
together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of
the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Corporation.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5166/18/25]
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(vi) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Homi Bhabha National Institute
(HBNI), Mumbai, Maharashtra, for the year 2024-25, together with the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5161/18/25]

V. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Third Annual Report and Accounts of the
National Recruitment Agency (NRA), New Delhi, for the year, 2023-24, together with

the Auditor’s Report on the Accounts.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5162/18/25]

Notifications of the Ministry of Communications

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (DR. CHANDRA
SEKHAR PEMMASANI): Sir, | lay on the Table,a copy each (in English and Hindi) of
the following Notifications of the Ministry of Communications (Department of
Telecommunications), under sub-section (3) of Secton 56 of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023: -
(1) G.S.R. ¢25(E)., dated the 12" September, 2025, publishing the
Telecommunications (Procedures and Safeguards for Lawful Interception
of Messages) Amendment Rules, 2025.
(2) G.S.R. 771(E)., dated the 22" October, 2025, publishing the

Telecommunications (Telecom Cyber Security) Amendment Rules, 2025.
[Placed in Library. For (1) and (2), see No. L.T.5178/18/25]

. Notifications of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Il Report and Accounts (2023-24) of CPCB, Delhi and related papers

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI KIRTIVARDHAN SlNGH): Sir, | lay on the Table—
I. (A) Acopyeach (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, issued under sub-section (1) of Section
25 of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 -
(1) G.S.R. 511(E)., dated the 29" July, 2025, amending the Principal
Notification No. G.S.R. 703(E), dated the 12" November, 2024.
(2) G.S.R. 762(E)., dated the 17" October, 2025, amending the Principal

Notification No. G.S.R. 703(E), dated the 12" November, 2024.
[Placed in Library. For (1) and (2), see No. L.T.5063/18/25]
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(B) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, issued under sub-section (1) of Section
21 of the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981: -

(1) G.S.R. 512(E)., dated the 29" July, 2025, amending the Principal
Notification No. G.S.R. 702(E), dated the 12" November, 2024.
(2) G.S.R. 761(E)., dated the 17" October, 2025, amending the Principal

Notification No. G.S.R. 702(E), dated the 12" November, 2024.
[Placed in Library. For (1) and (2), see No. L.T.5064/18/25]

(C) A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Notification No. S.0. 4685(E)., dated the 15" October, 2025, notifying certain
area from the boundary of the RupiBhaba Wildlife Sanctuary in Kinnaur district in the
State of Himachal Pradesh as the RupiBhaba Eco-sensitive Zone, issued under sub-
section (1) and clauses (v) and (xiv) of sub-section (2) and sub-section (3) of

Section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5309/18/25]

Il. (1) A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-section
(1) of Section 39 of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, as
amended by the Amendment Act, 1988: -

(a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Delni, for the year 2023-24, together with the Auditor’s Report
on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Board.

(2) Statement (in English and Hindi) giving reasons for the delay in laying the

papers mentioned at (1) above.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T.5065/18/25]

MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA
The Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025
MR. CHAIRMAN: Message from Lok Sabha, Secretary-General.

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, with your kind permission, | rise to report that the Lok
Sabha at its sitting held on the 3" December, 2025, passed the Central Excise
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(Amendment) Bill, 2025. The Speaker has certified that this Bill is a Money Bill within
the meaning of Article 110 of the Constitution.
| lay a copy of the said Bill on the Table.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIR

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, a Supplementary List of Business for consideration
and return of the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025, as passed by Lok Sabha,
has been issued now and uploaded on the Multi-media Devices and the Members’
Portal. A copy of the Bill was circulated to Members electronically through Members’
Portal yesterday evening after 6.00 p.m. Members, who desire to submit notices of
amendments to the said Bill may do so now electronically through the e-Notices
portal, latest by 12 noon. Notices so received will be processed for being admitted
subject to fulfilment of all requisite procedural formalities and the conditions of
admissibility stipulated under Rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Council of States (Rajya Sabha). Notices received after 12 noon will,
however, not be processed.

REPORTS OF THE DEPARTMENT-RELATED PARLIAMENTARY STANDING
COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES, LAW AND JUSTICE

SHRI BRIJ LAL (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, | present a copy each (in English and Hindi) of
the following Reports of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and Justice:—

(i) 155" Report on Action Taken on 149" Report of the Committee on
Demands for Grants (2025-26) pertaining to the Legislative Department
(Ministry of Law and Justice);

(i) 156" Report on Action Taken on 147" Report of the Committee on
Demands for Grants (2025-26) pertaining to the Department of Justice
(Ministry of Law & Justice);

(i) 157" Report on Action Taken on 146" Report of the Committee on
Demands for Grants (2025-26) pertaining to the Departments of
Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances and Pension & Pensioners’
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Welfare (Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions);

(iv) 158" Report on Action Taken on 148" Report of the Committee on
Demands for Grants (2025-26) pertaining to the Department of Legal
Affairs (Ministry of Law & Justice);

(v) 159" Report on Action Taken on 145" Report of the Committee on
Demands for Grants (2025-26) pertaining to the Department of Personnel
and Training (Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions).

REPORTS OF THE DEPARTMENT-RELATED PARLIAMENTARY STANDING
COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

SHRIMATI RANJEET RANJAN (Chhattisgarh): Sir, | lay on the Table, a copy each (in
English and Hindi) of the following Reports*of the Department-related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution: -

(i) Eleventh Report on Action Taken by the Government on the
Observations/Recommendations of the Committee contained in its Seventh
Report (Eighteenth Lok Sabha) on ‘Demands for Grants (2025-
26)’pertaining to the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution (Department of Consumer Affairs); and

(i) Twelfth Report on Action Taken by the Government on the
Observations/Recommendations of the Committee contained in its Eighth
Report (Eighteenth Lok Sabha) on ‘Demands for Grants (2025-
26)’pertaining to the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution (Department of Food and Public Distribution).

“The Reports were presented to Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha on 4™ October, 2025 under Direction
71A (1) of the Directions by the Speaker, Lok Sabha when the House was not in Session and the
Speaker was pleased to order the printing, publication and circulation of the Report under Rule 280 of

the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MR. CHAIRMAN: | have to inform the Members that the Business Advisory
Committee, in its meeting held on 3™ December, 2025, has allotted time for
Government Legislative and other Business as follows:

S.No. BUSINESS TIME
ALLOTTED
1 Consideration and return of the Health Security se
National Security Cess Bill, 2025, after it is Four Hours
considered and passed by the Lok Sabha.
2 Discussion on the 150" Anniversary of National
Song ‘Vande Mataram.’ Ten Hours
3 Discussion on Electoral Reforms. Ten Hours

The Committee also recommended that whenever the discussions on the
150" Anniversary of the National Song “Vande Mataram" and "Electoral Reforms"
will be taken up in the House, the lunch hour may be skipped and the House may
also sit late to enable wider participation of Members.

RULING BY THE CHAIR

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, | have received two notices under Rule 267 on two
different issues.

Hon. Members, on a demand made by some Members, | had observed
yesterday in the House that | will review the position with regard to the notices being
submitted under Rule 267 of the Rules of Procedure and give my ruling.

Hon. Members, | have observed that notices under Rule 267 are being
submitted almost daily to seek suspension of the listed Business and to demand
discussion on issues as deemed fit by individual Members. Regrettably, this is not the
purpose of Rule 267. Therefore, it is necessary to clarify its mandate.

At the outset, Members may appreciate that Rule 267 in the Rajya Sabha
is not equivalent to an Adjournment Motion in the Lok Sabha. The Adjournment Motion
is exclusive to Lok Sabha due to application of Article 75(3) of our Constitution. There
is no constitutional or procedural provision authorizing Rajya Sabha Members to give
any adjournment notice in any manner.
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Under Rule 267, a rule may be suspended only for a matter related to the
Business already listed for that day. A notice must specify the rule sought to be
suspended and include a properly drafted motion. Any notice concerning a matter
outside the List of Business is invalid.

The present form of Rule 267 results from an Amendment adopted by this
House in the Year 2000. The Rules Committee, in the year 2000, was presided over by
the then Chairman, Rajya Sabha, Shri Krishan Kantji, and consisted of eminent
Members like Dr. Manmohan Singh, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Shri Arun Shourie, Shri
M. Venkaiah Naidu, Shri Swaraj Kaushal, Shri Fali S. Nariman etc. The Committee
observed that the Rule was being used to seek discussions on matters not listed or
not yet admitted. The Committee, therefore, recommended restricting Rule 267
strictly to subjects related to the List of Business and added a proviso preventing its
use where a rule already contains a suspension mechanism. The House approved
these recommendations on 15 May 2000.

Hon. Members, it is pertinent to note that between 1988 and 2000, discussions
under Rule 267 were held only three times, and on just two of those occasions was
the Rule invoked strictly as prescribed. Further, from the 2000 Amendment to the
present, no discussions have taken place under Rule 267. However, on eight
occasions, discussions were held only after consensus in the House. Hon. Members
can see that in almost four decades, this device of Rule 267 has been invoked in the
House on rarest of rare occasions.

After the Amendment, Rule 267 enables suspension of a rule only to take up
matters already listed for the day, and not to introduce any unrelated subjects.

A valid notice under Rule 267 must specify the rule to be suspended; relate to
an item in the day’s List of Business; provide the grounds for invoking Rule 267; not
seek suspension of Business where a rule already allows suspension; and contains a
motion drawn in proper form.

Only notices fulfilling all these conditions and receiving prior consent of the
Chairman may be taken up in the House.

In view of my observation/clarification above, Rule 267 notices not meeting
these requirements will not be taken into consideration. Any matter of urgent public
importance can be raised by other parliamentary devices. Thus, the notices received
under rule 267 are not admitted.

..(Interruptions )..

Hon. Leader of the Opposition.
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THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE): Sir, thank you
very much for the opportunity. Why are we giving notices under Rule 2677 It is
because we have no chance of getting Short Duration Discussion; then, we are not
going to get even short notice questions. We are not getting an opportunity to discuss
important things immediately when we raise and request you for it; and Government is
avoiding important issues to be discussed here. So, people always resort for this Rule
267 because Adjournment Motion is in Lower House. But in Upper House, there is no
provision for Adjournment Motion. The only opportunity is Rule 267. If you take away
that weapon also ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: | am not taking it. It has already been taken.

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Noj; not taking; it means you are indicating that this
Rule cannot be often invoked. That is the intention. Therefore, | request you, Sir, that
whenever an urgent matter is there, we put Rule 267. Don't brush aside everything in

one stroke. TR, 31T U TSR Hd ST, IR 95d eehel 81 S|

MR. CHAIRMAN': This rule is not framed by me or now. This has already been framed,
and this House has adopted it. | would ask...

SHRI MALLIKARJUN KHARGE: Sir, you are the supreme authority. You can remove
all rules and you can give it. You can suspend all rules. You are supreme.
..(Interruptions )...

MR. CHAIRMAN : | will ask our Leader of the House to respond to it. To your request
about the questions and others, | will ask him to respond. ...(Interruptions).. Hon.
Leader of the House.

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE (SHRI JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA): Sir, | want to clarify
only one thing. The Leader of the Opposition said that the Government is avoiding
having discussion. The Government has not avoided any discussion. Whatever you
have asked, we have always given the time and we have discussed it. In the last
Session also, you asked and we gave you the time; and we had a full-fledged
discussion. So, this impression should not go that the Government avoids any
discussion. We are ready to discuss every topic. Here also, in All Party Meeting, you
have decided to have discussion on ‘Vande Mataram’ and the ‘Electoral Reforms’;
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and it is coming in the next week.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now ‘Matters raised with Permission of the Chair.” Shri
Mayankkumar Nayak.

MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION

Need for nationwide vision screening and preventive eye-health measures for
school children

2 THGAR TS (TORIT): FHIART qBIGY, H AT Wpdl 4 Tl Bl AR 73
ST Ud ST R TR R 77 e ifa & IR § S argar g1 H 39 9ed
&b HIEH AT AUl [T9T BT AR ABR BT T TV BRAT TS g AT
SRR H = 90 §Y WhIF TISH, ATSd B, AR HITST, JATTgT HEy AR
E FATIT &b RIRH & HRUT TR 77 FHRATT BT AHAT PR 32 & $H SH 4
THT 1, AT 3 1, FIRES iR gl fxaTg o A SrHdTel efte g9ifad 8
@1 e Fgarera fRART a1 g8 71 777 fam amwre € 136 <1 & it vt  arfes =11
SIT 31erTd 3118 Tdh-319 31 ard fam S|

TEIGT, TP A1 &l g AXHR & WY HATAT gRT T KR W el
31Ts g e 3% o Sy, Rorad faivs efaed g oifel @ frafia S &,
WIC FAN Td WhiT IUINT B d=l-eb fGen-Feel, geai g AfdHEa] & g
STRRaeh<l] T Yeb BIAshH Bl SR UM T WRBRT Fpell A fa=y == faferear Rifar
ST et A gfead &1 S|

AEIey, IfT 0T I8 9] Dl ©ftC BT HReT0T T2 {1 SITeeT, ot 311 aTel a8t
H I YR TR U Aol R FHRIT 99 Fehell 7, 37 : 7] TRDBR H ARIY
2 o 39 fIvg IR ThTel UHTa | Udh ISR 1T 9918 STY 3iR a2l & efe gRea Bl
Hdied JrAHSHdT <1 SITY| Heled, q9 9+ H 31Ul g1 Y@ $l AW o & g

YT Ig-9gd gadig|

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
matter raised by hon. Member, Shri Mayankkumar Nayak: Dr. Fauzia Khan
(Maharashtra), Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur), Dr. Radha Mohan
Das Agrawal (Uttar Pradesh), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Sasmit Patra
(Odisha), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Shri Ravi
Chandra Vaddiraju (Telangana), Shrimati Darshana Singh (Uttar Pradesh),
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Dr. Kavita Patidar (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Madan Rathore (Rajasthan), Shri Sujeet
Kumar  (Odisha), Shri Mokariya Rambhai (Gujarat), Shri Dhananjay Bhimrao
Mahadik (Maharashtra), Shri Ramji (Uttar Pradesh), Shrimati S. Phangnon Konyak
(Nagaland), Shrimati Sangeeta Yadav (Uttar Pradesh) and Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki
(Madhya Pradesh).

Demand for modernisation of Cuttack Railway Station and need for a Satellite Station

SHRI DEBASHISH SAMANTARAY (Odisha): Sir, | want to raise a very important
matter - ‘Modernization of the Cuttack Railway Station and a Satellite Station for
Cuttack’. Originally, Cuttack was the oldest junction and every train travelling to East,
West, South, North all passed through Cuttack. Now, with the Bhuvaneshwar Railway
Station being developed, after Barang junction, there is a separate line for Cuttack
and also another line for Cuttack. The trains, originating from Bhuvaneshwar that
were going westwards and North-West, avoid Cuttack Railway Station even though
they are passing through the Cuttack city. Cuttack is the oldest capital and a
millennium city with almost 10 lakh population. | was twice Member of the Legislative
Assembly from Cuttack Barabhati constituency. This matter was also raised in the
Annual General Meeting of the East Coast Railways where we are members.
Passengers travelling in trains which bypass Cuttack have to go to Bhuvaneshwar,
then catch the train from there and again pass through Cuttack. Now, there is scope,
there is land for a second bridge and there is a long-pending demand for
modernization of the Cuttack Railway Station. Being the oldest railway station, its
modernization, | hear, is on the cards. But so far, no steps have been taken. Sir,
through you, | would like to request the hon. Railway Minister, who is from Odisha and
who has also been the Collector of Cuttack, to look at this matter which is very
important. | hope, necessary permissions for a second satellite railway station for
Cuttack would be granted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shri Debashish Samantaray : Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu),
Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala),Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu),
Shri Sujeet Kumar (Odisha), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Dr. V. Sivadasan
(Kerala), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shri Subhasish Khuntia, (Odisha),
Shrimati Sulata Deo (Odisha) and Shri Muzibulla Khan (Odisha).
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Need for inclusion of Hepatitis A in the National Immunization Program

Sl ST R (SR U= : ATl HEIG Y, 31U 95d-9gd gvgdla (b AT q31
Fe H YT G I BT ATAR TS [T 51 H Fa b A1 A TRDR BT T Tb
3T HETYUT WY e AT gUCTSiCd U HehHUl ¥ foraR H B dTell JIHRT i
3R e Fred g1 Helqd, AT e H31 S Bl g €t 3R S=adr & g
ORI 7 T2 & TR T Bl Holgd B DI (2§ B URTeIfie dad Io1T &,
T 3T TR Bl Ugel I 31t i AR YHTd] U I w@reey GiIemd uTa 81 8l
g1 ARGy, ST & gRIe H rfd @e-uM 3R ifdfd faaafl & wrRor forar
T AT AT 81 TS 2 AR AR g1 S 21 31 fofar TRIR & 500 H Ao Hraf
H qENER BT &, ) 41 g9 &1 919 8 {6 IRR & S A5YUl 37 BI AT Fad
SITET TSRIAGTS B & BUSTSICH U BT HhHU GO HISTT 3R ¥ YT b BRI
I &1 31151 B AN SUCTSICH Y IR HehHUT Bl ATHIR YT 1 SIHRT 93T R
TARAT I F81 ol 8 3R 3T foTar W1 81 6T I g7 BRUI gUelgied T a9
81 2l U WY H qrl AT 8 6 gaRge fofar BioraR &1 T4 44 R sl
gUCTSfed T HhAY Bl fofdr HhieRR 8 W 98d &4 @l & fold” giatic 81 urdr
g, TI®T BRUT e I IR SR &l Bl HBISY, BT & § Bldddbdl, TSNe,
ZERIEIE 3R SR & IR T3 ATl Bl dR% A by ¢ &g H Slae] o
BUCTSICH U & CIHIHRvl &l Soxd Wl 9dTs §l Ais[aT F9g | I SIhTahvl
BRIHYH H gUcTsieyd 91 2Nfid 8, ifdhd s9H gueTsfed T INfie 18] 81 8TeiP dTeiR
H TUCTS(CH T & STl IS &l 3T H AP A H ARBR I I8 AIRIY DHRAT
e o 2UeTefed U &l Iy et wrdemd 7 i fasan <y, o forar
A Hefer TR H A TS ST el

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shrimati Darshana Singh: Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu),
Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu),
Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shri Mokariya Rambhai (Gujarat), Shri Subhash Barala
(Haryana), Shrimati Geeta alias Chandraprabha (Uttar Pradesh), Dr. Fauzia Khan
(Maharashtra) and Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu & Kashmir), Shri Ravi Chandra
Vaddiraju (Telangana), Shri Dhananjay Bhimrao Mahadik (Maharashtra), Dr. Kavita
Patidar ~(Madhya Pradesh), Shrimati Sangeeta Yadav (Uttar Pradesh),
Shri Shambhu Sharan Patel (Bihar), Shri Mayankkumar Nayak (Gujarat),
Shri Prakash Chik Baraik (West Bengal), Dr. Kalpana Saini (Uttarakhand),
Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur) and Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi
(Maharashtra).
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Demand for strengthening MSP for Farmers in Odisha

2 Gollgar W (SN AT FEIS, ATYH g1 Ueb Heeaqul favy UR Fre &l
AT faar 21 U8 vy foami &1 81 fhard 89R <91, 89K oY &l H96S © - H9GS
BT AdAd IhaIA BIdT 21 fod &9 TP TS <l 81 396! USTIR P Ioig |§ &Y
AT TS UTd &, 89 <l @I Adhd &l e 98 drdd 8l I1 ISl - BH S [har Bl
IoTg 3 B UK SMEISY, YUYl &S Tl § §¢ AT 7, I8 IR o § ff 937 8,
Afh ath W= HI! B T & BRUL, I IR GRSl T8l 89 b RO {HA 9ga
YieeT=T H % 8T 21 WRT B BIC {ham, ST 9+ YSTaR &1 q1y-1 {9y Hee
e &, T g8l SThT A1 8, SUT U | I 3797 TRIR T 8, 3T -7l B
PR B, - AHE WIS 2, d Hel BT SASTR HRA- B T USTIR HH T
TR 9TEX &1 99 <d 81 S Tyl F81 ferd) 81 89N < H, W Bd gHR 5
feen # U7 9gd It IT 21 FHTART ARG, fH o1 @) YSTaR HRaT 2,
ifeht 31Te] T THgayl 374l I ey 81 T AT 81 €1 1 vHEd! a1 ey R
e T &, Qs 31Te] 1 &1 ThaT 111 AT AR 15 AT 4 377 Yo 95 F!
T B R 377l @t USTaR A1 vl 7, <fh St 39! el <9 3ol 3 el 8,
a1 B4 12 T H BT 21 SHBT DTS (ha ¥T T8l ©1 39 aorg | B gR-4R e
DI Wl HAT BIS b & 3IR FHRT Y 3Te] & folq ST T&T § §H 3Me] & oy g
1 TR ¥R AR B &H SR ISl ¥ 31T HIH Ud &1 I8 Ud 9gd Io! GA B
TN FATDHR AT Pl AR BRp G AR, MM AN Dl AT 8 81 Febl
AgIgY, 3MSTdhel BAR <9 # fieled &1 a1 g€ 9o 8, o gaR offesn #
#fear dierd 21 freled @ 9 9ga 9 SRl i S g1l 81 A8iey, 59 Softeh |
§ 377l g, I8 Ml gl 8, 981 WR fielcd & ISR SATGT 81l 81 WK o dl
g9d ¥ hed o AU &, IR 399 9l 981 8Td © - Aif$dT &1 T 4,800 I W
fdacel QT T 8, <ifdhd SRBR & §RT 9 3Ih ath WX Tl Wi &I aoig 3, Hel
&l T D Ioig | [hd 984 giewd H gsdl 21 H MU 3TUE &1 [ MY Iy
AR AR bg AR B Qe & & 59 Sog ¥ Sles 8ol fBa1 o9l 89R g
TETTH STl I8TGR T 1 D81 AT - “STd ST, 57 fharr

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shri Muzibulla Khan: Shri Imran Pratapgarhi (Maharashtra),
Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Dr. John Brittas
(Kerala), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Dr. V.
Sivadasan (Kerala), Shri Subhasish Khuntia (Odisha), Shri Prakash Chik Baraik
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(West Bengal), Shrimati Sulata Deo (Odisha) and Shri Debashish Samantaray
(ODISHA).

Concern over the rising lung diseases due to severe air pollution in the country

ST oAl oF (NS : ST &7 ST | TIRA IR, H 39D H1egH 4 59 AR
BTSY 1 &M U 9gd 8l 1R Je - UIege &l 3R b T HRA1 arsdl g, e
oI 9gd AR g, IR RIS 3R 3| ANRST H 3R] il Bhhs| &
SRt 9gd w1t 9 JE E e A, 91 98 Sl QIR Ui @l Rf 7, 98 -
g-fas 99 9 9eaR I O JE! Bl WAHN facel) TIRIR § I8 WaR-Td S| § 31
b1 81 BH HIelH B b 3R I8 50 b X8l 2, ol 98 B & 3R 50 F 100 T I Al
2, TR IT 400 TR B T8 S 400 UR BT FRT AT, T8 fecel H 319 A%l 81 AT ©, RSP
freetl § QIR 4TegRI 400 YR 1 T &1 AR HRAGY H BRI AT SHA YHITId Bl 5
N # WY IRgl ot s UTfad 81 21 31 <RaT o faeet! TivilemR & o 8iR
hhs e THIRAT B ARSRIT BRI 14 U™ SUTET Al 81 V8! &1 AN S8R |
ADR IRYHEH HISRHT SATET of X2 &1 SRYACH HSI¥H 98 WG &l 8! ol gedi
DI Y AT 81 R8T B I A a1 &b BIRYI & 81 8T 2| 7 AN W b faRie
SRS %I SITHE ST %\' IR industrialization T STx %\r, HIN Industrialization &
forq Ug HTeT STkt &1 Bl NS # TSt H 9 HRIS US Bl & HH ITH &
b1 5| 981 UBTS 3R SITel BIC ST T &, Fiidh 98] it A~ Bl YRICIT BT 5l
319 3% [ SHA e ST WS 81 ST 3R fohel= 1T, HIe], TSR a7RE 4l qHTG
Bl ST &R-IT 319 39 dRE 9 SauHe d18d 87 UlgsT giddy 3R Us hlchr 84
T BT AR & foTU BISHR STATHS BRI U STATHS BT RIT HTH B2

R, § U 14 3R HeT1 el g fb I8 Sl Uy 8l Vel &, SHDI b &
o # 3mes e 4 (A Sl o uRTell ST a7 BT Sigl §SRead Jlege
DI B BT Y AR TS a1y B Hel, 3HD HUR &9 <A1 AT 3ATST 9l el |
B BR | oIV TR YRBRR TR I8 & & SR 91ex 81 el X8 81 I8 991 T9R
TIRTE ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
matter raised by hon. Member, Shrimati Sulata Deo : Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha
(Bihar), Shri Prakash Chik Baraik (West Bengal), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra),
Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), Shri Subhasish Khuntia (Odisha), Shri Ramii (Uttar
Pradesh), Shri P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu), Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala), Shri Ravi
Chandra Vaddiraju (Telangana), Shrimati Phulo Devi Netam (Chhattisgarh),
Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shri Imran Pratapgarhi (Maharashtra), Dr. John Brittas
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(Kerala), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Sasmit
Patra (Odisha), Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi (Maharashtra) and Shri Muzibulla
Khan (Odisha).

Now, Shri Chandrakant Damodar Handore.

Demand for increasing Post-Matric Scholarship income limit for
Scheduled Caste (SC) students

#f AEPBid SMIER TSR (AERTSE): AT AU Helqd, § ARSI 39T &
3 ST S & BTHI & oIy Iers o W& e -Afgd WhioRRY WhiF 3
IRAR B T AT ST 2.5 IRG BUAT &, STB] IGTHR 8 oIRGB B & Aeel §
SEEICINESCEIRCIERIE

eIy, AHTTh I fa9T & 3T I ST & BTl & oy =rells S
Bl URe-8fedh THIRRT & A1eTH | Hald FerIdl 99 2017-18 | I¥ 2019-20 &
SR ST 1,100 BRIS B YT 99 Y| $9H g IRGR « NUHTH-TadT AISTT 6
TEA I 2021 I AP 2026 Thb 59,000 HRIS TG BT WTae fhar, foaH bhg TRAR
BT BT 60 TR B 3R 90 IRPBR BT AT 40 TR 8, ifh I8 Uraeg= 89 &
Jrae(e W e Sfdl & el o1 SHeT o9 T8l el 9 81 $9d1 g
PRI g & b ISP IRIR BY 57h4 fIffie 2.5 g 3UI B9 B Ioig A BRI
foremell 59 oy 9 dfrd 81 IrTiTe =T §3Ter T goie X a9 §¢ Jal &l fhe Wi 59
IS R Yof 9 ¥ @9 81 81 U1 X1 8, Rifh T GRaAR B AR W1 2.5 A
BUY TR 3[CTHI §5 o) $F 31 AHAT foffic & SR ARl AT BT A4 4 I I8
ST 8, STafdh ShIAIAd] dIhY JdRT & o 8 TR BT Bl FIHT &1 ST Sh]
T AT Bl f ThT 8 ARG db dg™ &l MATIHAT §, dlfh SUAL gl Bl
31frmaH ST &I 3R TH! BT B S e § ¥HieR 9¢ [aTd I8 Sodl © fh
ST IS1 T<Ir Sgaer 819 & e §9 YRT1 fllbal 121 3T AT Dl Fil SRDPRR
R AT 87 &1 Y8 bl ST [SETdT & el aerd H GfeIa ST & e
P UfT IRBR B SSRIT Yo7 872

 JMYS ATEH | ARBR A 3TUT HRAT g [ YA ST TRAR Bl 2.5 ARG
BUY 3T DI HHT DI IR IGT DR 8 ARY DUV [T ST, ATh JGI STl b BT
A1 921 & [ 4 qui 9rier) 491 b |

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shri Chandrakant Damodar Handore: Shri Niranjan Bishi
(Odisha), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Shri Anil Kumar Yadav Mandadi
(Telangana), Shri Neeraj Dangi (Rajasthan), Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), Dr. V.
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Sivadasan (Kerala), Shri P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra),
Shri Ramiji (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Ashok Singh, (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Prakash Chik
Baraik (West Bengal), Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha (BIHAR), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha),
Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil
Nadu) and Shrimati Phulo Devi Netam (Chhattisgarh).

Concern over demolition and blockade of historic Jhandewalan temple by
Delhi Development Authority

7l ST ATHA (FICH): GV FHMURT ABIGd, H 31T TS BT & b A
e 3R THR 497 BT AR ATHT BT T8l g1 I8 SR Uhrsiie favmad
3R &fifes A8l IR §U HORTEd 9 S[SI 7l I8 A faeell & stedrar # fRyd
UfcreTRYe 91eT 4R =772 #feR yRER H SIS §RT &1 TS 3198 d1g-HIS Bl &l

FHYRT A1, I8 A YRT SAldh GHT &1 BT 9T 51 H 10 I P 7 &3 Dl
TTh T H represent fHAT Bl UIMAR & FST IOMR H FRUT I8 IR I 121 SN
AR 317t ff grferd™ # 99-G, 8 -7 g #fe=i 7 9 vas 8, et g afy
BT Y4 9l gAY J FFRIT ST 81 I8 1,400 AT YRIT AR A1 WIS BT Yeb 3
goi¥ 3R faF eIt 1 ufif+fe svar 21 I8 9 a9 91 S &l ET 8, S 1o
TR St & YT Ry | fqursi= & 91 9191 799189 g1 off 39 ufas Saifd,
TS il Dl Tbx faoell MY 3R SiSaTelr H 59 HIQR D1 WITIT Bl FHIl
HBISY, U8 hddl S-UR BT a1l 8! 8, dfcth T8 I A1 UNURT B Silad Udld 8,
ST BfeT A wiew aRIRURTIT H, =12 a8 H1gel 4 &1, TR ¥ 8, &g g9 3R
HEPIT DI SHfAT @1 81 39 SN & AR 3R 7 Mol W A1 IR I A1 Bl
REICRNES

FHYRT HEIGY, 29 TR B, 59 YR facell § Ugu0T & BRI AT & s Uiaey
ST 2, BY TRIh b [THI0T & €A ThRUT B b oA, T SISIY SR Jemae = 4R gferd
o1 b A1 et R 59 Ufds Wl WR gorsIoR el far 91 fovddl 4 gamr & wfex
B YA SR R F=1=il o1 fRT faam 13m1 o1g 981 Wi @l AR o &R
ATpdal PR 1 TS § WA DI g S AP © P I8 PIg AERY AR T2 &,
gfes BRENIY WIS B STg URMMAR AR JABARAN H &l [GHISH & 918 qrar
HTAE 19 SI1 F YTTh AT 3 31U IR & [T $HD] Ueb ATeATfcHe 8- &b w0 H
TS foham 2Tl 3roT Al URITaR o STl 9T A 39 WY &l HiaR Wel 8 3R 98 &
{253l BT ARAT BT s S ASd 3R JTIRT AT W B 3R U—ITeR ST faws
Rl 7 fomg o ot ST STy gU 8, S feeedl [T 4 v R 39 ave
D1 FHA IHATD & IT HIRATS 7 hadl WA 4, et FHT IR S 89N 35 Wsdl &
farears &1 Mt FHATER Bl B
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U HEIGH, 59 I AN 39X 9T 31, a1 #9994 qo1 % I ol foan
27 wifear Rareyd Al ol 773, A1 9 31 <@ 71 fdb Herd $o ...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Your time is over. The following hon. Members associated
themselves with the matter raised by hon. Member, Shri Ajay Makan: Dr. Sasmit Patra
(Odisha), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shrimati Rajathi
(Tamil Nadu), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shri Imran Pratapgarhi (Maharashtra),
Shrimati Phulo Devi Netam (Chhattisgarh), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala),
Shri Anil Kumar Yadav Mandadi (Telangana), Shri Neeraj Dangi (Rajasthan),
Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), Shrimati Sonia Gandhi  (Rajasthan), Prof. Manoj
Kumar Jha (BIHAR), Shri Prakash Chik Baraik (West Bengal) and Shrimati Priyanka
Chaturvedi (Maharashtra).
Now, Dr. John Brittas.

Concern over the implementation of the four Labour Codes

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, in the name of Ease of Business, ease of
exploitation of workers is unleashed. They want to pave the way for ‘Corporate Jungle
Raj’. In Modi Raj, it would be hire and fire. The Labour Codes were passed in a hasty
manner, without proper discussion in the Parliament. Even there was stiff opposition
from BMS and a section of BJP. That is why these Codes were kept in freezer for a
long time. These Labour Codes will play havoc on the rights and dignity of the
workers. The threshold for labour law coverage has been raised, excluding large
section of the establishment. Sir, 70 per cent of industrial establishments and 74 per
cent of workers will fall into the vulnerable category. Contract labour will rule the roost.
Previously, establishments with 100 or more workers needed Government permission
for layoffs or retrenchment. Now, this applies only to units with more than 300
workers. The new Codes also provide for 12-hour shift. The hard-fought rights of the
workers are being forfeited. Should we forget the historic struggle which happened in
Chicago in 1886 — 8 hours work, 8 hours rest and 8 hours for recreation ?

In all fascist regimes, the first thing they do is to weaken or ban trade unions.
And that is happening in this country also. The new Labour Codes dilute the
fundamental right of workers to strike. Workers must wait for 60 days before striking,
plus 14 days cooling off period. One union, with 51 per cent membership, to be the
sole negotiator, sidelining other unions and eliminating representation of diverse
groups | The rights that workers have won is not anybody's gift or concession. It is the
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result of years of struggle, sacrifice, blood and sweat. Now, the Government looks
down at strike and protest as a criminal activity. You have introduced ‘floor wage.’
You don't even recognise minimum wage. Any Government, with little empathy,
should have stride for fair wages. The Government, as usual, wants to infringe on the
rights of the States. Labour comes under the Concurrent list of the Constitution. But
you want to make sure that your will prevails everywhere.

| demand that the Labour Codes be withdrawn immediately. Otherwise, it
would meet the fate of the Farmers' Bill and the recently introduced Sanchar Saathi.
This is my warning to you. The workers are on the path of agitation and protest.
INDIA bloc parties had led a protest in front of the Parliament. You should see the
writing on the wall. i

MR. CHAIRMAN: That will not go on record. He is simply provoking.
..(Interruptions ... It will not go on record. Only the subject will go on record.
..(Interruptions )... No slogan will go on record.

The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter raised by
hon. Member, Dr. John Brittas: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Ajit Kumar Bhuyan
(Assam), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shrimati Jebi
Mather Hisham (Kerala), Shri Anil Kumar Yadav Mandadi (Telangana), Chowdhury,
Shrimati Renuka (Telangana), Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), Prof. Manoj Kumar
Jha, (Bihar), Shri P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu), Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala), Shri Prakash
Chik Baraik (West Bengal), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra) and Shrimati Rajathi
(Tamil Nadu).

Dr. Fauzia Khan.

Concern over the rising cases of workplace violence against
Health Care Professionals

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, doctors and healthcare workers are supposed
to be saviours of life. People invest extreme faith in them. That faith is almost next to
their faith in God. Yet today, these very doctors and healthcare workers are being
threatened, assaulted, abused, attacked, and mobbed. The scale of this problem is
impossible to ignore. According to an Indian Medical Association survey, 75 per cent
of the doctors have faced violence in life. This problem is not limited to any one State.
It is everywhere, all over the country. Repeated assaults lead to doctors being

" Not recorded.
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unwilling to take up emergency or trauma duties. Obviously, when doctors do not feel
safe, patients, ultimately, pay the price. The Government has failed to step in with the
urgency this situation demands. Let us look at the root causes. Overcrowded
Government Hospitals are already stretched to the limit. There is lack of even basic
security - non-functional CCTVs, no panic buttons, no trained security staff and no
crowd control systems. Young doctors, especially women, are left completely
exposed. This is far, far below the global norms as per the WHO and ILO guidelines
and the Charter of the WHO for healthcare workers’ safety. Families arrive in
emergency rooms frightened, desperate and overwhelmed. Miscommunication in
these moments can turn dangerous. The truth is that most delays arise from deep
structural shortages in our public health system as existing State laws are fragmented,
inconsistent, mostly bailable and weakly enforced. The current system cannot
differentiate between medical complications, adverse outcomes and criminal
negligence. FIRs are often filed against doctors without expert review. Police without
medical training investigate complex clinical outcomes. Health is a Concurrent
Subject, empowering the Union to legislate uniformly. Parliament has full authority to
enact a national Bill. What we need is an effective National Doctor and Healthcare
Worker (Safety and Protection) Act. And we need National and State Level Health
and just Medical Justice Tribunals, which have medico-legal experts, which have
subject experts, physicians, surgeons, forensic experts and public health and ethics
experts.

Since the Minister is here, | would only like to say this. Increase the budget of
the Health Department to five per cent of the GDP. This is the need of the hour. A safe
doctor creates a safe patient. A just system creates responsible medical system.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Dr. Fauzia Khan: Shri P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Sasmit
Patra (Odisha), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Shri Imran Pratapgarhi (Maharashtra),
Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri Sujeet Kumar (Odisha), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham
(Kerala), Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha, (Bihar), Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala), Shrimati Sulata
Deo (Odisha), Dr. Radha Mohan Das Agrawal (Uttar Pradesh), Shri R. Girirajan
(Tamil Nadu), Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi (Maharashtra) and Shrimati Rajathi
(Tamil Nadu).
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Concern over the five-year freefall of the Indian Rupee and deepening economic
distress across sectors and society

SHRI VIVEK K. TANKHA (I\/Iadhya Pradesh): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | am talking about
something which is very topical, namely, the freefall of Indian rupee and the widening
economic pain for the ordinary Indian.

The rupee has crashed past Rs. 90 per US dollar, that is, Rs. 90.14 to Rs.
90.19, the weakest in Indian history. In just five years, the rupee has lost 20 to 27 per
cent of its value, meaning that the money in people's pocket now buys a quarter less
in global terms. The rupee has fallen five per cent this year alone, the sharpest plunge
since 2022, making it Asia's worst performing currency in 2025. India recorded a high
trade deficit of over USD 40 billion in a single month, a sign of how deeply imports
outweigh exports. Foreign investors have withdrawn over USD 17 billion from Indian
market this year, the biggest exit in years, drying up capital. FDI flows are stagnant,
external borrowings have slowed, a sign that the world is becoming wary of India's
external stability. Every time the rupee weakens, imports get costlier -- India imports
most of its fuel, cooking gas, electronic machinery and medicines. A five per cent fall
in the rupee, that is, 30 to 35 basis points in inflation, means every household pays
more for daily essentials. Fuel prices creep up, auto fares rise, food prices rise,
transport costs rise, etc., a chain reaction that hits the poor the hardest. The middle
class faces rising prices of smartphones, laptops, medical equipment, school
supplies, clothing and house appliances. Everything becomes costlier because India
imports components of nearly everything. For the common person, the falling rupee
feels like a salary cut without the employer even informing you that your money buys
less every day. MSMEs dependent on imports face 20 to 30 per cent higher raw
material costs, squeezing margins. Importing machinery becomes more expensive,
expansion becomes slow and jobs are at risk. Exporters do not benefit much because
many export sectors like textiles, chemicals, engineering goods, etc., mainly rely on
imported intermediaries. The rupee fall raises their costs too. Small manufacturers are
caught in a double blow -- higher costs and weaker demands. Companies with
foreign currency loans face 15 to 20 per cent higher repayment costs, hurting balance
sheets. A weak rupee discourages overseas investors, creating a vicious cycle. Rupee
falls, investors lose and rupee falls further.......

MR. CHAIRMAN: Time is over. The following hon. Members associated themselves
with the matter raised by hon. Member, Shri Vivek K. Tankha: Shri Ajit Kumar Bhuyan
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(Assam), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Dr. Fauzia Khan
(Maharashtra), Shri Ramji (Uttar Pradesh), Shri P. Wilson (Tamil Nadu),
Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), Shri Neeraj Dangi (Rajasthan), Shri Ashok Singh
(Madhya Pradesh), Shri Pramod Tiwari (Rajasthan), Shri Anil Kumar Yadav Mandadi
(Telangana), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Shri Gurwinder Singh Oberoi
(Jammu & Kashmir), Shrimati Phulo Devi Netam (Chhattisgarh), Shri R. Girirajan
(Tamil Nadu), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi (Maharashtra)
Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu) and Shri Imran Pratapgarhi (Maharashtra).
Now, Shri Sadanand Mhalu Shet Tanavade.

Need for reinstatement of Taekwondo discipline at SAl Training Centre in Goa and
need for Centres of Excellence for Racket Games such as Badminton,
Table Tennis, Tennis, Squash and Pickleball

SHRI SADANAND MHALU SHET TANAVADE (Goa): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | wish to
bring to the attention of this august House a matter of great concern for the sports
community of Goa. Taekwondo has been one of the most promising sports in the
State, with our athletes constantly winning medals at every National Games since
1994, including the 2015 Kerala Games and the 37" National Games hosted in Goa in
2023, along with strong participation in various national and international
championships. However, the Taekwondo discipline at SAl Training Centre in Goa has
been discontinued. The discipline was operational at STC Ponda till 2019-20 and was
dropped in 2020-21 as a part of rationalisation of disciplines due to lack of adequate
number of athletes, non-availability of exclusive field of play of Taekwondo, and the
presence of a Taekwondo Training Centre in the vicinity of STC Ponda run by the
Government of Goa. This discontinuation has seriously affected the training prospects
of many committed and hard-working athletes for a State that has shown steady
performance and growing interest in this Olympic discipline. This has been a major
setback. | strongly appeal that SAl Training Centre for Taekwondo in Goa be
reinstated at the earliest so that our athletes can continue their training without further
disruption. Sir, | also wish to highlight the growing importance of racket sports in Goa.
Games like Badminton, Table Tennis, Tennis, Squash and Pickleball are very popular
games.

Goa has produced many capable players in these disciplines. The State already
has the necessary infrastructure. Establishing dedicated Centers of Excellence for
these racket sports will help strengthen our medal prospects and proper pathways for
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young talent. With upcoming Olympic cycle in mind, it is important that we start
preparing our athletes now. Building strong training centres will help India develop a
bigger and better pool of sportspersons for future international competitions.

In view of the above, | respectfully request the Government to kindly reinstate
the Taekwondo discipline at the SAI Training Centre in Goa and also consider creating
Centers of Excellence for major racket sports in the State.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter

raised by hon. Member, Shri Sadanand Mhalu Shet Tanavade: Dr. Sasmit Patra

(Odisha), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri Dhananjay

Bhimrao Mahadik (Maharashtra), Shri Pradip Kumar Varma (Jharkhand),

Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur) and Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu).
Now, Shri Subhash Barala.

Need for a safe dismantling and scientific recycling of e-waste in the country

St GUTY ST (SRATUM): FHANT HBIGT, FAUH H 39T WA AR (e
HRAT g1 | MMIBT F=ATE BT § [ AT 1 U 95 Aecdqul (9 IR qref Bl
97 a1 A8iey, § 9e & AIEdH ¥ AMd W H o1 d18dl g o 9Rd H agl
SRR, eI, aftad drT 3R fSfed game ofe # fidR & dRuT t&h
RUIE & MR TR g9 2021 7 5 ARG AT 7 5-HaxT Sd1 g3l T H MR
3R T & 915 I8 AR R IR 31T &, Sl b 95 d91 AT A ST Aebel! &1 SHBT
J& BRI $-HaR BT el I FKIR = BIF1 9 59! Adg SUT &1 TR 9 e
SHISA I Fhe™ aTal 3-FaR Bl BT AT ®Y A Hal W ke AT ST 8,
T S99 8 dTell IIf=Td fohaT & RO WaRATd AT &1 R491g 8T 7,
Ty 43 WY T 81 Sl & 9 yorel W ugid 8iar 81 i | o=+ aret il (7 die
g, d 9l IR 396 BRI AR S &l 91 81, §-FHa | [iEd arg &l Mare & fog
STD! Yol o ISR STATIT ST 8, Sl Y | 3eh STaviel HU Bled ol §-®Hax A 1,000
Y 31fere STeviel ugTef Maveld &, Si Ad Sita & ol 984 8 Wav-d 81 &l 719
AMA H Bs IR D GAD SHEIRAT 81 STl 8, NIFdT et 980T ) ool 7 89 W)
ITDb! G B BT 98 g1 WRT BT 2l ABRI Aol & ATAR, 4RI H &% Iy
SITHIT 15 TIRY AhAl Bl G $9 UGUUl & BIRY Bl 21 37 3fibs] & FIAR,
fapfrd T BT T 80% S-HaRT YR | 3T 8, NTad! RAged &d 3=
HTHI | XTI [hIT ST 81 $9d] ART Bl BH DR &b (1T dTeT SIfHhT BT SRIATA
fopan ST 2, R ST ST 4.5 dE & IRIUNT 7, foTa! e 9gd 1R
w81 31 ART AeT & AEgH ¥ MU AqRIY 2 6 Iy yguur FRF 9rs,
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gcllagd o YagT d $5-HaN & fage R YAHh0l Bl GHTdT =17 ST, s 59
JYUl b DRI A I dTcl G Dl DHH [T ST b |

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shri Subhash Barala: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha),
Shrimati Priyanka Chaturvedi (Maharashtra), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shrimati S.
Phangnon Konyak (Nagaland), Shri Sujeet Kumar (Odisha), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil
Nadu), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shri Ram Chander Jangra (Haryana),
Shrimati Darshana Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Mayankkumar Nayak (Gujarat),
Shri Madan Rathore (Rajasthan), Shrimati Maya Naroliya (Madhya Pradesh),
Ms. Kavita Patidar (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu & Kashmir),
Shrimati Sangeeta Yadav (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Pradip Kumar Varma (Jharkhand)
and Shri Dhananjay Bhimrao Mahadik (Maharashtra).
Now, Shrimati Ranjeet Ranjan.

Concern over the adverse impact of rising air pollution on public health in the country

SN Jotta 979 (B<INTTG ) : FHTYT Si, IGWUT U 98 &1 1R JeT a1 o1 ¥&T &,
I IR H H TS 1| I F=i HRAT ATe<l! gl H G ggel I I8 AT B!
o I8 Uap 9gd &1 IR H&1 8, SAlelY SHD! el =l o forg fordm S|

HEIEY, 10 AT 4 feell RIS B! 81 10 ATl 4 T8I IR 89 STe¥iell &dl of I8 8
R QY b AMHT 60% Sl 7l &, UGN 841 B1 U ¥ 81 AT I 10 ATl U8t &9
AN 1 feaTell & a7e Jal [eyar ol 89 Hed I &b 31d godl S 81, Fag A
PR ST, Sfeh=T 379 10 ATeT AT 81 BT 87 S[ae dleld & fob IR 3MTY ABIS B
Hehd &, I f&dTell & q1g S €1 S8 Yo Bil 8, MY faeell Bl Bl MUl feed! o1
$ AN Al BIS bl o, ol &1 fGeell &b Ui I BRIS Al fGcell Bl BIg Fabl
87 &1 Sl dTel, YS! dTel, Ayl DR dTel, Wl P T, Dloiol Tood, HIT Y T
ST feeell BIS Aehd 872 &1 g Bl Weball &7 AUTURT I, 9 DBl X 7 SIThx q71cT H
B S b & [ Agdl [T H Sl A9IGR &M IR T 7, Sd! 1 AT 21 3R 377
BT AQI 300 &, TI T8I ST AOIGR SIC H BT &R I8 &, d T 1,000 AQI 3 BTH PR I8
2| T RBR Bl S| ST B ol 81 872 ST WHO BT RUIC 2, I AR 2024
H TIHI 17 SIS 9 <1 ¥ a1 Tgu0T (Y1 S 3T b &1 WHO i RUIS §
gl dP $el 11 & [ fb R <21 | Big Al WAl 5718 21 941 § T8l 89 <0 gl of
e Bl G A1 1Y+ HGT H31 Sff 1 fFar sl g, 9 1 AR RS § - 975 w4
g9l gl Bl fodl Bkl 81 W), d14 6 g9R ggr #3ll & ST-T BSIRI AR
QRIBTIR ST ST, oAbl I o1 b1 917 JATH TR BT RIT? 3T HSIGR BT a1 7
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Sl 4 TG AT S ARY BYY HHA dTedl Afh &, TS SHDI B8 Sl 8T © (b as Sl
g1 9 oll, RIS(HAT 8 B g1, SRATS! §& DR &, UTdb H YR B A ST3A1| AR, 3
TEAT 2| § WY @R X8 bl §1 SR DR ST 8HRT main passion & i Bl T
&, Rl ITh Slacx MR BId AT HR X8 & fob Welwl 7 ST, ST DR A ST,
RIS R A ST181| T &H QAT TSI ] ol Tl dReh 90 A? R, SHDH] FHTHT
gATE! ATS ¥ T8l 8111 $9 Fa H 931 8% A g9 UguUl &I ayl 81 H I8 78| Ps
el fop Rt 3a <1l €, 89 99 g1 €1 g8 g9R) WHfed ISTHeRT §1 3R 84 I8l
gfcriereg & &, @ S Ui 86 Wee ga1 3R Ui qdl § - 3191 98! Ugfid B
3R AP 3R B ATy, Sl dIoi 53R 84 Jud H ol 2, S7e Wl UgI0d dR g ©,
1 I8 UHIT B Yol T8 & - IS AT Yol & 3R $ AI7d Yl Dl 8 81 GRAT IS
AR, H BT 18! g (b 590 9 IR TRAT 4 Il i1 AT3 Q. .. (FaEm). ..

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shrimati Ranjeet Ranjan: Shrimati Sonia Gandhi (Rajasthan),
Shri Mallikarjun Kharge (Karnataka), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Ms. Sushmita Dev
(West Bengal), Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha, (Bihar), Shri Ashok Singh (Madhya
Pradesh), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Dr. Fauzia Khan
(Maharashtra), Shri Imran Pratapgarhi (Maharashtra), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu),
Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shri Neeraj Dangi (Rajasthan), Dr. V. Sivadasan
(Kerala), Shri Gurwinder Singh Oberoi (Jammu & Kashmir), Shri Sajjad Ahmad
Kichloo (Jammu & Kashmir), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Shri Anil Kumar
Yadav Mandadi (Telangana), Shri Sandosh Kumar P (Kerala), Shri P. Wilson (Tamil
Nadu) and Shrimati Phulo Devi Netam (Chhattisgarh).
Now, Dr. Bhagwat Karad.

Need for establishment of an Indian Institute of Tourism and Travel
Management (IITTM) or its Campus at Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar

DR. BHAGWAT KARAD (Maharashtra): Hon. Chairman, Sir, | thank you for giving
opportunity to me to speak on an important subject of Tourism. Tourism is an
important activity on which some States' economy is dependent and even some
nations’ economy is also dependent.

| belong to Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, which is a historical place and declared
as the capital of Maharashtra tourism. The city includes world-famous Ellora and
Ajanta Caves, Kailash temple at Ellora caves, Grishneshwar Temple, Devgiri fort,
Aurangabad caves, Bibi Ka Magbara, and Panchakki. These important monuments
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attract lakhs of tourists from domestic and international. It plays a very important role
to support local economy. Tourist guides help to understand history, culture and
importance of these monuments. Recently, one incident happened—it is very
important—that an untrained guide has done wrong interpretation of Kailash temple at
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar at Ellora Caves. It was purposeful or lack of knowledge. |
will not go into the details, but Kailash temple was misinterpreted. This news was on
social media and also print media. He has given misinformation about the Kailash
temple. This clearly shows the need for proper organized and high quality training for
guides at tourist places.

Considering tourism potential of the region and the importance of preserving
our heritage, there is a strong need to establish an Indian Institute of Tourism and
Travel Management (IITTM) or, at least, its full-fledged campus, or a dedicated Tour
Guide Training and Skill Development Center in Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar and at all
other tourist places. Such an institution will ensure professionally trained guides. It will
give knowledge about culture, ethical responsibility, communication skills, and
modern tourist practices.

Setting up IITTM or its campus here will improve guide training, prevent
misinformation, enhance tourist experience, promote sustainable tourism, and create
meaningful employment opportunities to the local youth. Hon. Chairman, Sir, through
you, | request the Government of India and the hon. Minister, who is in the House, to
start such centres wherever there are tourist places, particularly in my place, and in
Maharashtra. This will strengthen the tourist ecosystem, improve visitor satisfaction
and generate significant job opportunities for youth of the country. Thank you very
much, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
matter raised by hon. Member, Dr. Bhagwat Karad: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha),
Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri R.
Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra) and Shri Dhananjay Bhimrao
Mahadik (Maharashtra).

Shri Banshilal Gurjar.

Need to assist farmers in protecting their crops from Nilgai (Rozdo), wild boar and
other wild animals

N defielral Yok (W8 Yee): W9afd #Eled, qduUd § 3uel 9uig odl g,

JHHTHATS <l §1 H fHarl &l Baell Bl SHTell STHaRl & I ¥ 949 8
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HETI < DI H¥ I V&l g

HqBIqy, 9 Ua el Afed YR <% | iet T, FTdD] RUSTs had §, Sl GIRi
3IR 31T STl SR & gIRT BT B Bl Dl WRT THATT Ugdl I8 ol He U el
P STl b JATRT-UIY STl GIR T 3 STl SR Sl I Feberepr bl &
Wl H gADY Bl Pl IRT JHAM UgdT V2 &1 3ATe], WToT, MoR R Fell Sy
BRI Tb Bl STHIA A WGy GaR W S & 3R R B G-I B¥el T B < o,
T fh=ar1 Dl 4RY JhaT 1 Y81 & 9T Well BT NI @ 4l -ebel T2l a7 2
S ARE HST &A1 § et T T 31 SiTell SIaR] &1 Ioig o WY JH4 8l I8 B
qgT el TTYT BT AT ggd <ol A gl Off X1 §1 39 99g Y a1 &l |, fpari
& AT H IS Y 50 1 100 P S H Uh-1I W[ H G & AR BASA! Dl T PR <l
g1 7S T g 377 STell SIaRi & $9 JHAr & HRU 7eg Y9l Afed < & by
AT ¥ faT U= g1 fHAT T -I0d |- STRTRR U+ Bael &l IgdTell dhRd & d
RGATAT BT THY s IR STl SITHAR] &6 gl & RrbR 9 81 od &1 e &t
ST -HTeT BT GART BHEI g7 &< o

HEIGY, H ARBR W AT AT g &b +AIe T, STell 3R J AT STell SR
& JHEH ¥ [HAFI B BHAl DI AR SY| $96 oY [HAFT B S5 Edl Bl
GRET &b ol Wl Bl IRGTIRT g BRET § TRBR AT ShR A8 B AT el
T, RISTS1 B IG1 HT Dl b1 o [T HAieT M B ST~ RGBT & I
fhY S| 3T TRE SiTell RT3 STl SIaR] & W ST+ -8R1 &l Fhfa &=
& SUT BT U1 5HSD A1 Bl Al MY Pl YhSdIhr JHIRVAT H BIS Bl HRATS
W B ST el B

JHTIT ABIGY, § 3P ATH ¥ ARBR F AT Bl § (b el TR, Srelt
GIR 3R 3 STl SeR] A fBAF] B BHAl DI T & U AXBR Bl Aaa
PN | SHH YR IR Wl Bl ARGIIRT 3R BRI P g fhaml o1 srgar Fergd
&1 1Y, A1feh fhar= STU=t el bl gl Feb AR fHAT DI 18 1 ST Heb|

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Shri Banshilal Gurjar: Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha), Shri S.
Selvaganabathy (Puducherry), Dr. Anil Sukhdeorao Bonde (Maharashtra), Dr. Bhim
Singh (Bihar), Shri Chunnilal Garasiya (Rajasthan), Shri Niranjan Bishi (Odisha),
Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Madan Rathore (Rajasthan),
Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shrimati Maya Naroliya
(Madhya Pradesh), Ms. Kavita Patidar (Madhya Pradesh), Dr. Fauzia Khan
(Maharashtra) and Shri Dhananjay Bhimrao Mahadik (Maharashtra).
Dr. Kavita Patidar.
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Demand to make career counselling mandatory for students after class X in
government schools

S1. BfaaT UICIER (787 Yo : UMUK HBIG, § 3 AW & I Yeb Aecayul
fIwg §9 We & FHeT X1 @TEd! gl 89 I SId & [ fhdt Y /g ot el S9eh
S P FaT AR IAB! el iR [9R Dt 2 3iR R1er 3R wg! faen H &1, 1 98 99
3T @ W H GEe R Bl 81§ A ger |/ S $l 9gd-9gd gvIarg
U Bl § b S8ie Rl & & H W18+ B [hy| W, 4Ivd &t Wbl &
HIETH | Garsit oI Sl qorarget e & 511 I8 7, IS ol 89 gad | A1 g
31 Sfl BT ggd-9gd gIdIe < X8 81 Y oRW% Al ARBR JA13li & HAST bl g+l
o R BT 7, 981 TE IR g I =+ H 7T 2 o6 Arar-fUar & IRR b HRon AT
ITh WEUIS! & a1 & BRIl JaT &, d [l U fawy & e ured a1 & forg
TSGR B ST &, 1A ST g Bfe 81 Bl d U™ [l &1 gl &, S8l UR I
B 3R ITH! & el T8l Wil 51 A A1-1Udr & qUAl DI GRT B AT 30
FEUTTSAl & HRUT U g2 3ffehdy U8 Fofg o oid & 3k ST uRure I8 gidr @
{5 ITPI STABEAT B T &, I ARID I1 &b RIBR B S & AR HHI-HH 1
I8 YR BT 8 [ I Jcagel oI g@s Mol iR 41 Uge I 81 $dD1 U BRI
7] I dr o 8 €, W B SNl Ueh SR DRl 81 3751 g9 SATYfeb YTl
H o AR TR &, SHD! SIS b DR Jal Sleb A T el bR UK & b
ITh! AN fobd fAwy H 3rue Sitae &l faen <= 81 sHfely §f ¥RaR ¥ f[Tayds I8
38 Bl g b 3R I72 YOI SR W I Ariae firet Sy, a1 d 39+ Sita=
Pl e 9 UeT™ B gTidy| SAfolv IRGR I X7 I8 fHde & fb g9R g9d] oy |
gTe d UTSdC ¥l 8l, URPRI &pdl &I, TdIey [Ieirerd 81 1 Yot faemerd 8l 84
I SHdl el H BINIR BTSN Bl AT UG B, ANy b fqwg § I7ah!
oo 7, [ fawa § S emdr 7, 9 396 IR | Yol -HIfd 3R Sid A Jadhy 31U+
Siig Bl U a9 @ b SR < 31 giIfal § wediit g 81 e | wwfer Agiay,
He H YT IIcT X@ BT ATAR &1 o [T U] 95 -9gd g=udia|

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the matter
raised by hon. Member, Ms. Kavita Patidar: Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki (Madhya
Pradesh), Dr. Kalpana Saini (Uttarakhand), Shrimati Geeta alias Chandraprabha
(Uttar Pradesh), Shrimati Maya Naroliya (Madhya Pradesh), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil
Nadu) and Dr. Fauzia Khan (Maharashtra).

Now, Question Hour.
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12.00 Noon

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Indians deported from USA

#*46. SHRI RAMJI LAL SUMAN: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased
to state:

(a)  the number of Indian citizens deported by the United States of America
(USA), so far;

(b) whether it is a fact that women have also been deported in handcuffs by
the US Government; and

(c) whether the Central Government has identified the people responsible
for sending those individuals to the USA through illegal means and if so, the details
thereof, along with the action taken against them?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI S. JAISHANKAR): (a) to (c) A
statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) The U.S. Government usually deports individuals who have, (i)
illegally entered the U.S.; (i) have overstayed their visa validity; (iii) have been found
living in the U.S. without any documentation; or (iv) have criminal convictions against
them.

Government of India works in close coordination with U.S. authorities on all
matters pertaining to deportation of Indian citizens. Such deportations are subject to
an unambiguous verification of their Indian nationality.

Since 2009, a total of 18,822 Indian nationals have been deported to India. The
year-wise details are placed below.

Year No. of Deportees
2009 734
2010 799
2011 597
2012 530

# Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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2013 515
2014 591
2015 708
2016 1,303
2017 1,024
2018 1,180
2019 2,042
2020 1,889
2021 805
2022 862
2023 617
2024 1,368
2025 (till 28 Nov) 3,258
Total 18,822

Since January 2025, a total of 3,258 Indian nationals have been deported by the
United States to India. Of these, 2,032 individuals (approximately 62.3%) were
deported on regular commercial flights, while the remaining 1,226 (37.6%) arrived on
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) or U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) operated charter flights.

The Ministry of External Affairs remains engaged with the U.S. side to ensure the
humane treatment of deportees during U.S. ICE/CBP deportation operations. The
Ministry has strongly registered its concerns with the U.S. authorities on the treatment of
deportees, particularly with respect to use of shackles, especially on women and
children. No instance of shackling of women and children has been brought to the notice
of this Ministry since the 50 February deportation flight.

The U.S. authorities have conveyed that the Restraining Policy for U.S. deportation
flights is in place since 19 November 2012 as part of the Standard Operating Procedure of
the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). They have also conveyed that
their policy of shackling deportees is followed to ensure the safety and security of all
passengers on these flights. In the past, they claim that there have been instances of
violence by deportees against fellow deportees and supporting crew members on such
deportation flights. While women and minors are generally not shackled, the flight officer
in charge of a deportation flight, in the interest of the safety of the mission, has the final
say on the matter.

It is also pertinent to note that wanted criminals and gangsters who have been
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accused of terrorism, homicide, attempt to murder, extortion etc., have also been
removed on these deportation flights. In India’s case, absconding criminals such as
Lakhwinder Singh and Anmol Bishnoi, against whom lookout notices and arrest warrants
have been issued by our law enforcement agencies, have been brought back on such
deportation flights.

Based on the accounts and testimonies given by returning deportees, the Central
and respective State Governments along with the relevant law enforcement agencies,
have registered a number of cases, and investigations as well as actions are ongoing
against several illegal immigration agents, criminal facilitators and human trafficking
syndicates that run these rackets.

The Government of India accords highest priority to the safety, security, and well-
being of Indian nationals abroad and remains engaged with U.S. authorities on
addressing illegal immigration and human trafficking.

1t TS AT A : FHTUNT Sf, HR T BT [I3e1 301 St 7 984 81 Y™ Siarq (&1
2189 S g9 fopar o, S9H SN SR 8IRTS & oY, S STard | fager #31 oft 3
garaT ® fb 2000 | HR 1Y T 18,832 VH WR, ST Tl dxidb A, T 37deT
TR IFRIHT H I8 V2 I, S8 (aifyd fopar mar 21

[T S, facer w30 Si &1 a8 W HE=11 8 foh 5 ®Raxt, 2025 & 91 Uh 4l U
e T8l 8, S8l I8 THI § (AT 8l b AT TR, sUHfeAT mdx fhdt
YR I STERIDT H I T 81| T8 STHBRI IT &, e 81 98ied, I e B &
5 5 WRER, 2025 & d1& VAT Iy a1hdT el g3l 8, olldb AY U Sl f+fega
STFBRI 2, SHd TR 25 RITHR DI EISId DR M DI Ydb 73 Y1F AT, S 33
ATl 3 STRIRT H I8 et off, S IF AT TR ST a¥ih | STRIGT I 918X fhar
T 81 AU HEISY, VAT o al & T sieT g9t fohsl o 91 &1 Aifed o &
Ty RR T2E1 2 3R 3F AHAT VAT ST © ..(IAETH)... FHTal ST, 319 37 Y&
SIS ..(caem ).

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, | request you not to give a lecture. You please be
specific to your question. ...(Interruptions)...

7 AT AT GAT: FHTILT ST, H A9 98 fa751 | a1 A [$ .(Tae)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no! You have to raise only your question. ..(Interruptions)..
Nothing will go on record except the question. ...(/nz‘errupz‘/ons)...
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7t TSN ATl A 25 FHTHIR D1 BIS(d BIR 19 I U 73 IUII ARl bl 98l |
ST UBThR fEGIT Wl T B ..(IGET)...

it [UTYT: 31T 95 MY Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)...

1} XIS Tl A : GHIITT ST, 31 37U FaTel FHIG B SIITQ| 1 U1 el
U8 SITYI .. (GETH). .

it syTafcr: 78T, WISt 31T 46 SI18TI Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)...
Y ST AT YA : FHTART S, ART [aTe Al G ettorg |

SHRI S. JAISHANKAR: Hon. Member has referred to a case pertaining to Shrimati
Harjit Kaur, who was deported from the United States. Now, in her case, her own
lawyer has stated on record, and | quote: Thankfully, they did not cuff her. One officer
was going to do it, but there was another officer who said, ‘don't do it because of her
age’. | would also like to inform the Member through you, Sir, that whenever any flight
with deportees come, whether it is a chartered flight or whether it is a commercial
flight, the deportees are invariably interviewed by officials of the Government of India.
In this particular case, our immigration officials confirmed that she was not cuffed.
So, we have seen the reports pertaining to this. But, | would also like, Sir, to inform
the Member of something else. While Shrimati Harjit Kaur was not handcuffed, she
was maltreated. She was maltreated in detention before she was put on the flight.
So, on the 26" of September, we have officially, through a note verbale, taken up her
maltreatment with the American Embassy. We have made clear our very strong
concern about the manner of her treatment and ask the Embassy and the American
authorities to look into this matter. So, again, | would like to say, my answer is
absolutely accurate. | know, perhaps, the hon. Member, out of concern, having read
Press reports, is raising the matter. We have gone into that matter. We have clarified
the matter. We have indicated our concern to the American Embassy. So, | hope, he
will rest assure with that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary; Shri Ramji Lal Suman. Please be specific
about your supplementary.

" Not recorded.
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3l ISl ATt gAA: qHTala Sfl, Ut WReur A1yl .. (EE).. Y 8 b
ARER B FaTd I8 21 TARI 91 1 G foran pifsig) .. (caem). .

MR. CHAIRMAN: | am requesting you to be specific in your question, nothing else.

2} MO ATl GHA: U Sff, § ARPR A I8 1 =18l § (b AR <2 F Sl
ART IRBTLAT TRIP H FHRDT ST & IT 5ol STt &, AT i 1 YT ALfT A7 Gor 2,
TP IR § WRHR B [HfTad STHeER! 7 iR 59 dxernet & fuffd oxe, 3" a6
RPN | ITh RIATh T THTS DRATS Bl &7

SHRI S. JAISHANKAR: Sir, again, | appreciate the Member’s concern in this matter. |
would like to inform him that the NIA has registered and investigated 27 human
trafficking cases, resulting in 169 arrests and charge-sheet against 132 individuals.
This is what has been done by the NIA, which established, some years ago, the Anti-
Human Trafficking Division. It has today a mandate to cover human trafficking. Apart
from that, various State Governments have also launched investigations. In case of
NIA, | also want to say that, particularly, the NIA arrested two important traffickers in
Haryana and Punjab on the 7" of August; then, in Himachal Pradesh, two more
people on the 2" of October. Where State Governments are concerned, the
maximum number of trafficking is from the State of Punjab. The Punjab Government
has constituted an SIT and a fact finding committee. As per information given by them
to us, 25 FIRs have been registered against 58 illegal travel agents and 16 accused
have been arrested. Where the State of Haryana is concerned, 2,325 cases have been
registered; 44 FIRs have been registered and 27 people have been arrested. Also, one
very significant trafficker has been arrested by the State Government of Gujarat.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Third supplementary, Shri Haris Beeran.

SHRI HARIS BEERAN: Thank you, Chairman, Sir, for giving me the opportunity. This
is to the hon. Minister, through you, Sir. We face two problems as far as the citizens,
from India, who go to the U.S. are concerned. One is, there are citizens who go
through the legal way and the others are who go through illegal ways. As far as those
who go through legal ways are concerned, there are some 6,000 F-1 visas which have
been revoked by the US. They are mostly the student visas. The student visas have
been revoked due to certain postings on social media by the students, particularly,
solidarity for Gaza, etc. | would like to know whether the Government has intervened

Contents Page t



[ 04 December, 2025 ] 39

for these students whose visas have been cancelled or the Government accepts the
U.S.’s position that political dissent by our students is a terrorist activity that deserves
deportation. That is as far as the legal process is concerned. As far as the illegal
recruitments are concerned, hon. Minister, Kerala police have forwarded 531
complaints against illegal recruitment agencies to the Ministry. The Ministry has to give
sanction, but only 17 have been given sanction, that is, only three per cent. This low
sanction rate is also giving a lot of problems. Is the Ministry considering giving some
sort of amendment to the Immigration Act, so that the State itself, without the
sanction of the Ministry, can take action against the illegal recruitment agencies?

SHRI S. JAISHANKAR: Sir, where the cancellation or revocation of student visas was
done, the problem began in April of 2025, when there was a new policy which was
announced by the Secretary of State. As a result of that, even for relatively minor
offences, we saw the cancellation of visas of students; and, in many cases, there was
also a pressure on them to self-deport. So this is something which had happened.
Sir, | would like to inform the hon. Member, through you, that yes, in each of these
cases, in this matter also, wherever it came to our attention -- many students directly
contacted Consulates and Embassy -- the Consulates and Embassy intervened
where possible, and we have tried to get the American system to understand that
minor offences should not be a reason for such action. However, | also want to say
that the issuance of visa is the sovereign right of a Government. Now, in the case of
the United States, the U.S. Government has taken a view. In fact, the latest
announcement was yesterday. They have taken a view that every visa adjudication is a
national security decision. So, they reserve the right to take a decision on a visa which
is based on their assessment of the national security implication of a particular
individual's position. Furthermore, they have also very publicly said that where student
visas are concerned, they would ask all applicants to adjust their social media
settings, from privacy settings to public settings, so that they do scrutinize the social
media postings of people who have visas, potentially or actually, in the United States.
That is a position that they have publicly taken. With regard to the sanction from
Kerala State Government, Sir, | don't have the exact figures. What | do know is that
where we have requests from State Governments for sanctioning prosecution, we,
obviously, take a very proactive and a strong view on this. | will look at the particular
details which the hon. Member has flagged, and | will inform him of what we
intend to think.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Rajathi.

SHRIMATI RAJATHI: % Hon’ble Chairman Sir, Vanakkam! Our citizens who are
deputed from abroad are miserably ill-treated. We are viewing that those who are
deported from abroad are handcuffed and are treated in an undignified way. | would
like to know whether the Government of India has taken any initiative to protect them
from such ill-treatments, particularly in case of women and children. Sir, | would also
like to know whether Government of India had reacted befittingly to such acts of ill-
treatments caused by certain Governments.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

SHRI S. JAISHANKAR: Sir, the Government shares the hon. Member's concern,
particularly, in terms of ‘use of restraints’ against women and children. | would like to
inform the hon. Member that the US ICE, their Immigration System, -- they have the
Immigration Customs Enforcement system -- has a policy of what they call ‘Use of
Restraints.” This policy was in place from the 19" of November, 2012. As per this
policy, Sir, | give you a quote, '"Detainees transported by ICE aircraft will be fully
restrained by the use of handcuffs, waist chains and leg irons during flights. However,
we have very strongly taken up with the American side that this should not be applied
to women and children. The initial flights, after the Trump Administration started
vigorously deporting illegals, had such cases. This was also something which was
discussed in the last Session of Parliament. But after our protest, to the best of our
knowledge, since February, as my answer says, we have not had a recurrence of that
situation.

SHRIMATI REKHA SHARMA: Hon. Chairman, Sir, through you, | would like to humbly
ask the hon. Minister about the women and young girls who have been trafficked in
the name of marriage in huge numbers from Telengana. Have the illegal agents been
arrested in these matters? As Chairperson of NCW, | have done many inquiries in
these matters and agents have not been arrested in these cases. So, | would like to
know about this from the hon. Minister.

SHRI S. JAISHANKAR: Sir, since the specific question which the hon. Member has
raised does not pertain to the U.S. account, | do not have the numbers readily

& English translation of the original speech delivered in Tamil.
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available with me. But | can tell her that wherever cases have come to our attention of
trafficking, and mostly this happens in respect of the Gulf, the Embassy has
intervened and we have taken action against those involved. We have written to
States concerned, and | know that in the case of Telengana, particularly, we have
done so. But what exactly has been the follow up action in terms of registering cases,
what has been the prosecution thereafter, | will have to get the figures on that and
share it with the hon. Member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 47.
Vacancies in High Courts and subordinate judiciary

*47. SHRI SANJAY SETH: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased to
state:

(a) the details of sanctioned and vacant posts of judges in the High Courts and
subordinate judiciary across the country;

(b) the sanctioned versus working strength of judges and judicial officers in
Uttar Pradesh;

(C) the impact of these vacancies on the pendency of cases;

(d) the steps being taken, in coordination with the High Courts, to fill these
vacancies expeditiously; and

(e) the status of ‘All India Judicial Service” in the matter of filing up the
vacancies ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(SHRI ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL): (a) to (e) A statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

Statement

(a) and (b) The information in respect of sanctioned and working strength of
High Courts is at Annexure. As per information available on MIS portal of the
Department of Justice, as on 27.11.2025, the sanctioned strength and vacancy in the
District and Subordinate Court is 25886 and 4855 respectively. Further, the sanctioned
and working strength of Judicial Officers in the State of Uttar Pradesh is 3700 and 2645
respectively.
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(c) and (d) Pendency of cases in courts arise due to several factors which inter
alia, include complexity of the facts involved, nature of evidence, co-operation of
stake-holders viz. Bar, investigation agencies, witnesses and litigants besides the
availability of physical infrastructure, supporting court staff and proper application of
rules and procedures. Furthermore, pendency of cases and vacancy position of
judges in High Courts are not necessarily directly related. Other factors that lead to
delay in disposal of cases include lack of prescribed timeframe by respective courts for
disposal of various kinds of cases, frequent adjournments and lack of adequate
arrangement to monitor, track and bunch cases for hearing.

Appointment of Judges to High Courts is made under Articles 217 and 224 of
the Constitution of India and according to the procedure laid down in the
Memorandum of Procedure (I\/IoP) prepared in 1998 pursuant to the Supreme Court
Judgment of October 6, 1993 (Second Judges case) read with their Advisory Opinion
of October 28, 1998 (Third Judges case). As per the MoP, the responsibility for
initiation of proposals for appointment of Judges in the Supreme Court vests with the
Chief Justice of India, while the responsibility for initiation of proposals for appointment
of Judges in the High Courts vests with the Chief Justice of the concerned High Court,
in consultation with two senior-most puisne Judges of the High Court. As per the
MoP, the High Courts are required to make recommendations at least 06 months
before the occurrence of a vacancy. However, this time limit is rarely observed. For
appointments to the High Courts, the views of concerned State Government are
obtained in accordance with the MoP. The recommendations also have to be
considered in the light of such other reports as may be available to the Government in
respect of the names under consideration. The recommendations of the High Court
Collegium, the State Governments and the Government of India are then forwarded to
the Supreme Court Collegium (SCC) for advice.

Appointment of Judges in the higher judiciary is a continuous, integrated and
collaborative process between the executive and the judiciary. It requires consultation
and approval from various Constitutional Authorities both at State and Central level.
Only those persons whose names have been recommended by the SCC are
appointed as Judges of the High Courts. Since May 2014 till 27.11.2025, 1156 Judges
have been appointed in various High Courts.

Filling up of vacant positions of Judicial Officers in District and Subordinate
courts is the responsibility of the High Courts and State Governments concerned. As
per the Constitutional framework, in exercise of powers conferred under proviso to
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Article 309 read with Articles 233 and 234 of the Constitution, the respective State
Government in consultation with the High Court frames the rules and regulations
regarding the appointment and recruitment of Judicial Officers in the respective State
Judicial Service. The Hon’ble Supreme Court vide order passed in January 2007 in the
Malik Mazhar Sultan case, has inter-alia, stipulated certain timelines, which are to be
followed by the States and the respective High Courts for recruitment of judges in
District and Subordinate Courts.

(e) Article 312 of the Constitution provides for the establishment of an All India Judicial
Service (AlJS), which shall not include any post inferior to that of a District Judge.

A comprehensive proposal was formulated for the constitution of an All India
Judicial Service (AIJS) and the same was approved by the Committee of Secretaries
in November, 2012. The proposal was included as an agenda item in the Conference
of Chief Ministers and Chief Justices of the High Courts held in April, 2013 and it was
decided that the issue needs further deliberation and consideration. The views of the
State Governments and High Courts were sought on the proposal. There was
divergence of opinion among the State Governments and among the High Courts on
the constitution of an All India Judicial Service.

The matter regarding creation of a Judicial Service Commission to help the
recruitment to the post of district judges and review of selection process of
judges/judicial officers at all levels was also included in the agenda for the Chief
Justices” Conference, which was held on 03 and 04™ April, 2015, wherein it was
resolved to leave it open to the respective High Courts to evolve appropriate methods
within the existing system to fill up the vacancies for appointment of District judges
expeditiously. The proposal for constitution of All India Judicial Service with views from
the High Courts and State Governments received thereon was also included in the
agenda for the Joint Conference of Chief Ministers and Chief Justices of High Courts
held on 05" April, 2015. However, no progress was made in the matter.

The proposal of setting up of an All India Judicial Service was again discussed
on points of eligibility, age, selection criteria, qualification, reservations etc. in a
meeting chaired by then Minister of Law and Justice on 16™ January 2017 in the
presence of Minister of State for Law and Justice, Attorney General for India, Solicitor
General of India, Secretaries of Department of Justice, Department of Legal Affairs
and Legislative Department. Setting up AlJS was also deliberated in a meeting of the
Parliamentary Consultative Committee in March, 2017 and the Parliamentary
Committee on the Welfare of SCs/STs on 22.02.2021.
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It was proposed to include the issue of All India Judicial Service in the agenda

for Joint Conference of Chief Ministers and Chief Justices of High Courts held on 30"

April, 2022. However, the same could not be included in the agenda of the

conference. In view of the existing divergence of opinion amongst the major

stakeholders, at present, there is no consensus on the proposal for setting up an All
India Judicial Service.

Annexure

Statement showing Sanctioned strength, Working strength and Vacancies of Judges
in the High Courts as on 27.11.2025.

High Courts Sanctioned Strength | Working Strength | Vacant Posts

1 | Allahabad 160 110 50
Andhra 37 33

2 | Pradesh 4

3 | Bombay 94 82 12

4 | Calcutta 72 44 28

5 | Chhattisgarh 22 16 6

6 | Delhi 60 44 16

7 | Gauhati 30 25 5

8 | Gujarat 52 36 16
Himachal 17 13

9 | Pradesh 4

10 |J & Kand 25 15 10
Ladakh

11 | Jharkhand 25 15 10

12 | Karnataka 62 49 13

13 | Kerala 47 41 o}
Madhya 53 43

14 | Pradesh 10

15 | Madras 75 55 20

16 | Manipur 5 3

17 | Meghalaya

18 | Orissa 33 20 13

19 | Patna 53 35 18
Punjab & 85 59

20 | Haryana 26
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21 | Rajasthan 50 39 1
22 | Sikkim 3 3 0
23 | Telangana 42 28 14
24 | Tripura 5 4 1
25 | Uttarakhand M 9 2

Total 1122 825 297

it GO WS JHMURT HEISY, ARG Y& H31 Sl & Agcd | warey sl § Sl
GUR TN &, S HRA & ARSI DI 3G AT 4 A T 98 T8 71 TN <90 4,
f9 USA &, S8 g BIC & SToist afTstias war <d 21 fies, arer, Ifesra,
affecforan anfe <2l 3 70 99 I ARY HHT B T3 2| FAN T8I STolsl b MY HHT
District Court H 60 @, High Court H 62 94 3R GHTH BIC H 65 a4 &1 H A1 HT SIf
Y I ST F18dl g [ &1 WK judicial pendency Bl S §U § SToIST Bl 1Y
T BT a1 TR BIs fdaR HR BT 2872

i1 IS YW HEATe: TIRAT IR, Sl FgE AT Wids | YT AT, 98 ‘details of
sanctioned and vacant posts of judges in the High Courts and subordinate judiciary
across the country’ J AT ATl ST SToTST Bl 31y %; subordinate court, sG] eH
District Court ®&d 8, T8 60 HTel; High Court H 62 ATt 3R JUH B H 65 AT T
3141 IH H I8 AR 21 A B8 IR § b F7 3 increase HR1 &1 HIs UM 7, Al
§ 319 AIEIH ¥ AT AHS DI 1 ATSdl g (b 14T Bl YA proposal pending
T2l 2|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary, Shri Sanjay Seth.

ot Ao WS U 9819, BAR] IRGR o 8% &3 & f[IhRT a1 ¥ ar {Har gl
Eﬂﬁ legal reforms Gﬁ?judicial appointment oY oTforeT 811 Tsi, 2014 ﬁ\?ﬁﬂ‘ﬁ, 2025 dd
HIBR - GAH DIC H 70 Y SToTs] R BTg BICH H 1,058 Y SToIsT Bl appoint BT
2, U 39 915 1l BRISI cases pending T

§ A AT S 9 I8 el 918l § (& a1 Bls VAT mechanism ST ST
fgfte & 918 v Ffeaa de # ous Fuem & oy & &3 8917 3899 M
ST B ffeara oy 9 = fire™ o ufshar g1 adh

31l 3TS] YT HEaTd : R, ST A Wi Sif 7 Bal, 899 2014 & 916 SRS FR
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b H1eEH W SYFSINT § 98 I GUR fbU &1 34, e-Court Phase-1H &9 SHREFAR
& &3 W JUR a1, ST 89 Local Area Network (LAN) dTeld & 3R fthR e-Court
Phase-2 H &9+ ICT, hardware, digital filing, e-Sewa Kendra, fSTa®T 89 WAN dlefd
g, 379 B9 gUR 61 2 iR feRgde dicd § ShRgdaR SUad BRIAT ol T
AT ST & 7Igcd § PR 7 e-Court Phase-2 H SWHIRgdR HhRferc! 9gM & forg
UM DI Bl 7,210 BRIS BUY ST BRI &l FADBT Adold iAoy 9¢1 & AR ITh]
S-S ST DA &, ST GfT PR DI AT ARBR I B

319 3179 BT 7 o5 Sl st S 8, I9S foiy o1 v 92 €, a1 39 forg
IR - TP National Judicial Data Grid §9TIT 1 STH 8H AT &I UATIRIN B
81 UM DIC § IHB! U AT 91 g &, OTIH d I8 <wd € b 50 Arel YRHT 64
DI AT S AT I AT B 40 AT, 30 AT, 20 FTel AT 10 W YR 1 SHED 918 IHDT
QAR BRp, SHBT STeal USRI DR DT TR U DIS e 6

i eIfpfiE Mige: TIRAT AR, | 3MMUS SIRY ARG F3] St A I8 ST <18l §
e BTS BIC SToTST BT 297 ST Well & 3MR ORI H STolsl DI 16 ST @lell 8l IR,
criminal jurisprudence &1 I8 RIgTd 8 fF pre-trial 3R 1T ff sR¥e foar T B,
3P TIT bail is the rule, not the jail, < ISP T BT Hex B o1 db Aol Told]
g IT BRI b -8l IoidT g1 S8 a4 =l I S o BT Hex & 7] gad1 g, dl
MY TSIV {6 S =T wgl | e ? ety I8 Sl SToisT & SHTe Wil ©, 31Tddh
IRT 1 qualified lawyers at Bar ¥l ©, 31TUd IBT fSURed TAI9H & foTT &ir ot €,
AIfhT I8 |9 BId U T S H 297 3MR I[OIRIA H 16 SToTS] B S1Te el &, Haeis
SIS WTell 8, AT §+1 STI81 B 319 B ddb IRAT AT8d 87

#f SIS YW WEATA: WX, A FiES St 7 1 g2 f6ar €, 9% Hold: [oRd A
e 8, 1 H STPI 3HDI U Cicd [UeaR o1 A18dl g1 8Tg hicd H AR STolsl &
ra= 9 ug 8, 91,122 ug 8, SNifer s WU B, BART afh7T Y 825 & AR ddhe
UIRCY 297 B1 31 JATYD] H Y8 He-1 A18dl g fdb 297 dhe YRS H I Sl 97 URSH &,
d A H &1 SISl & 200 dhe ged U &, R fog 84 815 IS dlollorad |
YR 37 & 3R S &Ts DI Dl H IRATd 3G, A ARGR Fead w9 |
SToTST & I dhe GRS Bl WR DI HIRATS DRI

S1. ST AT MUBS: AU HEIGd, AR Bg&iA & WId, fhar, Aoy,
HIATY e g8+ =ATIUTTDBT BT TdhR I §Y, =TI UM & oY, =IRITed & §R IR
3T SIFTIY S &1 H 319 J1eqd 3 A=Y fafdy ok =amar #30 Sft 9 I8 qo arsdn §
o a7 wfasy & a1 & TR A B T ™ & foIv oie reTad & de=r v
AT VR IR <1 SRERI B T 9 DI ART Dlg (IR T qUT 1 A asy 4
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RIS ST Bl 71:3[eh, 719 DI DIC BN oy {9971, =19 o™ 2 AR SRaR Bl
3R A, BAR HATTT & AIeTH |, B Pl TITH HIIL 87

il 3TSJ IM HEATd: WX, BHR AAYT & ATfchel 39T H legal aid to the poor bl
UTIET fhaT 3Tl 51 SHP d8d <ol ol, =1 &Y, WAl 3T&Terd W SHPT UTe & 31R §-
AGT g b ATIH F U 8F TRIG AN B Wl SlTel Gid¥ od &1 S 3Tettal 4T NALSA
% BHART U S¥CICYC 2, Sl eMd ofdd IR W1 &, ¥ ofad ) W 7, fefegae
gd TR Al 3IR ATt olael TR 1 2 3R Rrae! i Feradr @ Sexd Bl 8, SHdl
gH free legal aid Td Bl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fifth supplementary, Ms. Swati Maliwal.

it warfer Aferarer: ¥R, AN 997 H 8% ©T 51 ARSI P A1 3TURTY BIdl & Sir, as
Chairperson of the Delhi Commission for Women, 9 8 HE Bl gt F THR 90 AT
BT AIEAT b TT sexual assault b HAST < &1 TAR < H =TI T 51 ol AR
A1 Sifed UfshaT § fh Sad BRI Tl 39+ fewd 8R STl B

TR, H AP HAIH | AR AT SN F ST A8 g [ G2 W F BT DIicH
H ST 63 TR BT URSTT &, ITD resolve B & o1y T 31ggfies Ao forg ST 3 &
3R I TR IOTY Sf X2 &7 $HD A1 &1 H Ig Al SI1 A18l § [ R 9% & Picy
H SToToT Bl ST vacancies &, 36! IR & folT &I HeH ISTU ST V8 872

41} 37SJ XM HEaTd : JIRAT IR, AT AiGS S+ SN 99 ISW1 &, 98 e 549
Ie | ST T8 &, Y 1 § Ha1 A18dr g % Centrally-sponsored scheme & d&d
&I Fast Track Special Courts CaRISEI ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁ NIKE %\T, T exclusive Al Eﬁﬁ
WU By ST I8 &1 aoH H 29 IS 3R o5 QATRT TS0 H 400 $-UTdAT BIcH
& AT 773 BRT b By I HRIRA g

AT i¥IS =1 S a1 Udhe @1 &, a8 a1fo1d 8, <ife 89 39 fawa &1 Sfua
IChIH IR G|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Question No.48.
Human-animal conflict

*48. SHRI C. VE. SHANMUGAM: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:
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(a) whether it has come to the notice of Government that human-animal
conflict is increasing all over the country;

(b) if so, the details of steps taken by Government to address this issue;

(c) whether Government has made any study on the reasons for increase in
human-animal conflict;

(d) if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the details of casualties caused due to wildlife attack, during the last three
years, Statewise and year-wise?

THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
(SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV): (a) to (e) A statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

Statement

(a) to (e) Human Wildlife Conflict may be attributed to increase in human
population, industrial development, expansion of human habitations coupled with
increase in the population density of wildlife due to enhanced conservation and
protection of wildlife habitat efforts over the years. The overlap of human settlements
in wildlife landscapes and corridors have resulted in increased conflict further
exacerbated by changing crop patterns, presence of stray dogs and cattle in forest
fringe areas etc. Moreover, the degradation and fragmentation of habitats, depletion
of natural prey bases, and continued human use of forest resources such as grazing,
fuelwood collection, grass harvesting, and extraction of wild fruits further intensify
human—wildlife interactions, thereby increasing the likelihood of conflict.

The species most commonly involved in human—wildlife conflict include several
wild animals protected under the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972. Among those listed
in Schedule | are tiger, leopard, blackbuck, crocodile, bear, Indian gaur, Indian
porcupine and snakes. Additionally, species such as wild pig and nilgai, which are
protected under Schedule Il of the Act, also frequently contribute to conflict situations
across various parts of the country.

The management of wildlife including mitigation of human-animal conflicts is
primarily the responsibility of the concerned State Government/Union Territory
Administration. The State Government/UT Administration are the first responders to
any conflict situation and they maintain the details of the conflict along with the
species involved.

Studies on human—wildlife conflict have been undertaken by various

Contents Page t



[ 04 December, 2025 ] 49

institutions under the Ministry, including the Wildlife Institute of India, as well as by
other institutions, academia, civil society etc. The findings and inferences from these
studies are available in the public domain and are also communicated to the
concerned stakeholders as appropriate.

The important steps taken by the Government to manage the human-wildlife
conflicts include the following:

i.  The Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 has been amended to provide statutory
status to management plans of the protected areas, mandating consultations
with the concerned Gram Sabha.

i. The Section 11 (1) (a) of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, empowers the
State Chief Wild Life Wardens to grant permits for hunting animals falling in
Schedule | of the Act, which become dangerous to human life. Further, the
Section 11 (1) (b) of the Act empowers State Chief Wild Life Warden or any
authorized officer to grant permits for hunting of wild animals falling under
Schedule-ll of the Act, if such animals have become dangerous to human life
or property.

ii. A network of protected areas namely, National Parks, Sanctuaries,
Conservation Reserves and Community Reserves covering important wildlife
habitats have been created all over the country under the provisions of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 to conserve wild animals and their habitats.

iv. An advisory on dealing with human-wildlife conflict has been issued by the
Ministry on 6" February, 2021. The Ministry has also issued Guidelines to
States/UTs on 3™ June 2022 to manage Human Wildlife conflict including
damage to crops. The advisory recommends coordinated interdepartmental
action, identification of conflict hot spots, adherence to Standard Operating
Procedures, establishment of rapid response teams, formation of State and
District level committees to review the quantum of ex-gratia relief for its
expeditious payments etc.

v. The Ministry has released species-specific guidelines on 21.03.2023 for
mitigation of Human Wildlife conflicts involving Elephant, Gaur, Leopard,
Snake, Crocodile, Rhesus Macaque, Wild Pig, Bear, Blue Bull and Blackbuck
taking a Harmonious Coexistence Approach for addressing human-wildlife
conflicts. The Ministry has also issued guidelines for cross cutting issues such
as cooperation with media, occupational health and safety in human-wildlife
conflict mitigation, crowd management and addressing health emergencies
arising out of human-wildlife conflict situations. Moreover, Field Manual for
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Frontline Staff on Human-Elephant Conflict Management, has also been
released by the Ministry. Ministry has also released Guidelines on Eco-friendly
Measures to Mitigate Impacts on Linear Infrastructures on Wildlife.

vi. The Ministry provides financial assistance to State Governments and Union
Territory  Administrations under the Centrally Sponsored Schemes
‘Development of Wildlife Habitats’ and ‘Project Tiger and Elephant’ for
management of wildlife and its habitat in the country. The activities supported
include procurement of early warning systems, construction and erection of
physical barriers such as barbed wire fence, solar, powered electric fence,
bio-fencing, boundary walls etc. to prevent the entry of wild animals into crop
fields, compensation for depredation by wild animals including cattle lifting,
crop damage, loss of life and property. Rapid Response Teams are also
deployed to mitigate Human-Wildlife Conflict. Further, the Ministry enhanced
the amount of ex-gratia relief in case of death or permanent incapacitation
due to wild animal attacks in December 2023 from Rs. 5 lakhs to 10 lakhs
under these Schemes, subject to availability of funds, and the payment of
which is also governed by State specific guidelines/provisions made in this
regard.

The details are given in the table below:

S. Nature of damage caused by | Amount of ex-gratia relief
No. | wild animals

i Death or permanent | Rs.10.00 lakhs

incapacitation
i Grievous injury Rs.2.00 lakhs
i Minor injury Cost of treatment up to Rs.25,000/- per
person
V. Loss of property/crops State/UT Government may adhere to the

cost norms prescribed by them.

The States/Union Territories make ex-gratia payments for loss of livestock,
crops and human life including injuries due to human-wildlife conflicts as per
the norms, which vary in States and UTs.

Vii. Ministry also supports the focused species conservation for the 24
identified critically endangered species namely Snow Leopard, Great Indian
Bustard (including FIoricans), Dolphin, Hangul, Nilgiri Tahr, Marine Turtles,
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Dugongs, Edible Nest Swiftlet, Asian Wild Buffalo, Nicobar Megapode,
Manipur Brow-Antlered Deer, Vultures, Malabar Civet, Indian Rhinoceros,
Asiatic Lion, Swamp Deer, Jerdon’s Courser, Northern River Terrapin,
Clouded Leopard, Arabian Sea Humpback Whale, Red Panda, Caracal,
Gharial and Sloth Bear under the species recovery programme component
of the centrally sponsored scheme of Development of Wildlife Habitats.

viii.  Advance technology like radio collaring, digital sensor walls and E-
surveillance are also used in human wildlife conflict mitigation.

iX. The Ministry provides support to State Governments to organize awareness
generation, training and capacity building programmes on human-wildlife
conflict. The State Forest Departments work with the local people to
address the Human Wildlife Conflict issues through periodic awareness
campaigns to sensitize, guide and advise the general public on human-
animal conflict including dissemination of information through various forms
of media. Further, State Forest Departments engage with local
communities to monitor the movement of some wildlife species and to
caution local people to avoid human-animal conflict, prevent damage or
loss of human life, property and wildlife. The Ministry has also taken an
initiative for establishment of the Centre of Excellence for the Human —
wildlife Conflict management, at Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and
Natural History (SACON), WII -South India Centre at Coimbatore.

X.  The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) and the Wildlife Institute
of India, in accordance with Section 380 (1) (g) of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, have identified 32 major tiger corridors in the
country. The NTCA Guidelines (2012) and Standard Operating Procedures
guide tiger and habitat management. Similarly, the Ministry has also
identified 150 elephant corridors in the country in 2023. The Ministry along
with the State Governments and UT administrations prepares Regional
Action Plan to address the long term conservation and management of
elephants in the contiguous landscape.

SHRI C. VE. SHANMUGAM: %Hon. Chairman Sir, | express my humble greetings
and sincere salutation to your hon. Self.
Sir, human-animal conflicts affect both ecological balance and human safety,

& English translation of the original speech delivered in Tamil
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and it is an issue that involves constitutional obligation as well. The rapid population
growth, habitat fragmentation and competition for the same resources have triggered
repeated conflict between human and wildlife causing loss of lives, crops and
property. In simple terms, it is a struggle for space and resources when the needs
and the behaviour of wildlife overlap with the interests of humans.

In my State of Tamil Nadu, a significant portion of this conflict is directly linked
to the disruption of elephant corridors in the Western and Eastern Ghats, where the
fragmented landscapes have forced elephants into the human settlements resulting in
repeated loss of lives and livelihood. Tamil Nadu is witnessing a sharp increase in
human-wildlife conflict with the current fiscal year, 2024-25, recording 80 human
deaths, highest in last five years. Besides the human casualties, the State has
experienced 4,235 crop damage incidents, 259 livestock deaths, 176 cases of
property damages and 138 human injuries so far in 2024-25, according to the Chief
Wildlife Warden.

So, | would like to ask the hon. Minister as to what specific steps the Ministry is
taking to ensure that the States, including Tamil Nadu, complete the scientific
identification, notification and protection of elephant corridors as directed by the
Supreme Court. By when will a national network of legally-recognised elephant
corridors be operational? In view of the Court’s observations on the humanitarian
aspect, the Government proposes a uniform nation-wide compensation amount for
human deaths and injuries caused by wildlife, especially elephants, so that the families
in the high-conflict States like Tamil Nadu are not subject to unequal and delayed relief
under the State-specific norms.

# U= AT : AR GHURT HEIG T, AT 9a¥g o Udb 984 &) Hacdqul Je
ISR &1 IT U $had AN 3R a9 Siid AgY BT T2l &, afch I8 9987 3R 7
SId & B -31KIcd BT W 81 9 Yl IR dhd el 89 AT a9+ Siiai &I YRel 3R HRe
&b foIg BRI DR B, ol IHbT FE-3AKAcd Wl 3MITeTh &l I Sl oy Bl il gg
TRIRRATT B, T§ ST &b IFJeT, [ddBN, wildlife habitat § S & IRV TG
¢ V81 8l 89 TR dIScSdlgh hofd9d & ¢ 98 TIRT B Vg &l SaH Sl
IR B, SHBT BH B3 BT W 89 YA HY X8 &1 1T deg = W S f=rar
STeR Bl §, THRIG P Sl BRI &, S9! RIfad BRdb ITdh] THIE B BT B At
B B} 32 ol 99 &3 & Sl RANS §, S9! Sy & oy Wi 89 &R &R T B
IGB A B A, S Uegd g9 & WS 8, NH eewR, dus, gell, 9,
slIhaD, DIPISISel, SISTT Moed Tdh! 3N AT 3T &, I Hord & forg i)
&9 U Iel1 I8 1 1 AT a9 &5 & SN Y& 2, SP A1 ITH] FeTfKicd
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T, 3P foTq 89 Hord e Wi 9 I 81 791 9e< - Tl bl & fb 31 &
PR HBIHT s g, FoTaH a1 500 REAT B S A It 8, W EH I8
N I9d & fh TRiSe 3R 16! RN 9 g1eft 4t 9t T § 9R <71 38 81 Uh a7
I STl & q1ER H1 W1 2, <11 {6 AU & BIe & HROT B aTell Jog 81 2 W H Sl
A SATET ST SIehl 8, 9 |19 & dle- J STl 2

G]T, Si {11 D1 B4 dTell JHAM &, 98 BN sl g Bl WIS & BRI
&, T JIaTa et STell ol 3R eI 311 &1 396 BRI S| & Sl Wd
ST & MU 2, ST H¥all &I o UgadT 2 3R S &I Aie W ol B
BH ST ARBRI P A1 U J8aR BI3TTSAH g9 & foTv B1H Hx 3B §, Fifd 157
TRBN gD B RWTex &1 96 U sl ¥l 8 3R I ol Bies ofdd IR Hrf 9t
HRA 1 3HF A1 & A1, HATAT & Sl IR0 &, o4 dIgcsas®h seiec
3w 3fSar 2, S9e 1Y o fufda ARrsdls, S Wdhelesd &, S9% |1 Tdh
JEdR FToll 991 §Y FA 2021 3 3R I 918 2023 H US o Mssarsd Wl
STNY &1 81 9 S Solls & Idiid 89 Blcic &l Ugdrd &l 8, S8l IR 89 o b
I AABIRAT P A1 FTHR SITST T A BRI B I &1 B ST § ST [ IR SUTS]
gy 8l I §, g8l WX s R W 999 &) 91d &1 81 TR & Ui Sl Bl
SIRTed (HAT g1 S9d A1 1, F Sl TRilscd &, SHH Uad AR UHe &l Wi g9+
gifeed far 81 g1 vkt AR Wie § g9 I8 e fear 8 fb afe $8l w®
fopefl @t G 81 STl & AT BIg 98 SATGT IS 1 Il 2, Al I8] R WhiH H T8l
STET 5 g By BT RT3 T SITelY oY, ST IThR &9+ 10 g B fhar 2|

UG A1 B A1, Sl dIgcsdish Ve 8, I WA 11 § GavdTdh &l b
qIscSclls® & Sl SR ©, SP] S+ Bl gTaR g9 A% discscllsh dred dl ol gl
S H Sl Uicae s URAT AT 7, I9D] JRIET TE & {1y el urd, Hagar,
BT IR RIS RoTd ot weeam # Y &9 odR gfg a3 <2 &

TS AT e : %, 7479 ofwT 8l X&T 2

2 YU I1T : TR STA1d I 81 Y81 8, <l [ &4 37l ey | Sfare © <4
MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary, Shri C. Ve. Shanmugam.

SHRI C. VE. SHANMUGAM: Sir, the hon. Minister has mentioned about guidelines
and advisories. But the scale and severity necessitates a robust and enforceable
national framework. The hon. Supreme Court, in its order dated 171 November, 2025,
issued sweeping directions, namely: States must actively consider classifying human-
wildlife conflict as a natural disaster; payment of ex gratia of Rs. 10 lakhs for every
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human death caused due to wildlife attack; NTCA to frame model guidelines on
human-wildlife conflict within six months’ period, which must be adopted by States
within six months’ period thereafter; compensation must be swift and accessible
covering human death, injury, crop and cattle loss; and, mandatory and close
coordination between forest, revenue, police, disaster management and local bodies.
In this regard, | would like to know the present status of NTCA’s model guidelines on
human-wildlife conflict. By when does the Ministry intend to make their adoption
mandatory for all States, including Tamil Nadu? Will the Ministry consider issuing a
time-bound National Action Plan, making it compulsory for all States to establish
district-level conflict management units, deploy real time rapid response teams,
integrate forest, revenue, police, disaster management departments under a standard
operating procedure and ensure uniform, prompt compensation so that the recurring
elephant-related conflicts in Tamil Nadu Districts like Coimbatore, the Nilgiris, Erode
and Hosur are handled in coordinated and accountable manner. Thank you.

Y YU AIed: ARG FHURT FEIG, AR GaR Bl I§ SR 84 811 b
Eﬁ'd‘@l?q_\’ ¥ ST 8HRT SACON T Hex &, STB! 899 man-animal conflict & folT Tdh
Centre for Excellence T &1 el [T 2, dfds ST WR H ST -3 SITE1 IR Sl
I8 HEY Tl B, STD] A TRIh I TSl Bl S Ab| BIFGCR b I HX Dl &H
e AT fmar B

ORI, H IE B AT b NTCA 7 <2 9R H 32 TEIR HINSR Bl UgA Bl
g 3R 2023 H B 150 Tellthe BINSR BI W Uga &I 5l ST BT =y w4 I I
HaHe &, I8 JACRISUIY VEdl & 3R I§ SN BARI HUICd, Arg 3R Bl Bl
FAer-SelT TRAT &, ST IidIqR | Y BIhR 1T 31X GgHdls ddb Sl 8, §9 THR
& S &5 € 1 S H gAR AR A S1a) Nifewn d@ ST g1eft &1 Jadc & g,
IH FRES BT &7 4 FEIferd 81 59 IR BIRSIN & HHE Bl g™ & ol 89 B
IR T2 B FH G DI & 9 IR 39S 9¥a1d wildlife habitat & SaeTIHe, HioTde
ISR, Hloige UfeThe 1 CSS AT & d8d ISl Bl [a<i #aq ol BRI e &
fooy wu 9 'R} & ﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁ' & ﬁ*l(’ ©H early warning system, solar fencing, bio
fencing 31X B STTEI IR ISy dldd & o7 WY the IYA 1T X2 &l RETH S Bl
Hag IR HaAEol & folg W BRI AR 2 &1 89 S & b 39D [olg SaATArSH Bl
sﬁjﬂﬂ - radio caller, digital sensor wall 3R e-surveillance - o T &1 I Y81 Bl
§ ol f3A1 argeTe WY a7 o1, A1 #7 a81 & R7el ARSI Bl fFraer i o1 i e
SBRY, BREE JAMBER AR IPS MABRT (SP) AT ey Ueh @1eaVT U §1G,
q1f BRIC fSUICHT & U Sl ¥T HaHT &1 information BIKIT 8, S JRd ATST [T
ST FH | BH S © b AMa 3R SR &1 Hey U AMIS [T AR ERE0T Bl
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A 81 ARBR DI o6 a7 Siiq [IRTAT DI &7 B §Y GG D1 GRef geead
dHRAT 2, ATl e A g a¥iel 9§ IR ARl & 9HeRT 9 9 A

S KT BT 91T I b |

MR. CHAIRMAN: Third Supplementary, Ashok Chavan ji.

it 3TeNHRTG TABIRTE FRI0T: FHIURT HBIGT, A F31 Sl 1 S Sia1d {31, 98
9gd B 38l a1 a1 § o g 9157 8iR a1ges YA & S diflae 8, S
RI & felU g i AR SR BT Iei+ o7 b 21 H @Ry ddb 59 faug 1)
AT HAT ST BT AT AR BT AT § [ BT bl THRIT $ 3Tl 2| 984
IR Wdi § g 29 P foIU 1 Bl SIHT gsdl 81 9R WY 81 j@ ©, 94910 81 V8l €,
fordfea Ao, FH=I9F TIRE SId 8, TR OfF oI 9 98X = b frdfea 9o & IR
# foar frar Smu1 o onfY 3moe st fi7sp forat b 81 e # fIsTell <9 & 99y &t
T © fob Y-l fo=1 o fasteft 781 fArerdll oiRk 1d # fastelt <) el &, o sRor
{1 37 H Tl H U <1, IR 3ITURT B o foTg ST gedl §l 1 #-1 G714 ©
fop ol F2 SN gRT HERTE 3R B T & 919 FHT 9THR I8 YT BT AT
o 9 & 9T o7 9 fISTolt S TS YAl 19 & Wd § S & Algd gl
MU 3R UF S incidents 81 Y8 8, Sd] BH B & [oT¢ SHDBT BIIST 8l FhdT &
g W1 Y119 21 I8 Ygell 91 &1 GO 91 I8 © [ 89 ¥ Ta=iHe ¥ field protection
P 910 BRI B WA B b wild animals 919 hies H SI1d 8, d1 89R Wdi B ST dl
ERIY X S &l A BT 981 W electric fencing TG, Tl IAH BB JHAT Sdb
SITQT| H #HAT ST A S @Tedl § fob WRBR $9h IR § 1 fIaR HR I8l &7

3 U= ATed: GUIURT HEIG, AT Fa¥d &1 Sl G1d 2, SHD gR H § Hal
TE<l § b ITcb 37U URII~Teh GId &, & : I8 [0y T ARBR b A1 G ferd
2| T8l P a7 &1 & AHIG &I 9T 8, 39 UHR & Sl conflict areas &, STai R
AT 3T ToTald ©, S99 831 § 89 T fafed #vd § 3R dises ash dvHe
T & 3 3R STRoxd Bl 8, Al AHIh &l B 9 HRd 8l

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fourth supplementary. Shrimati Ranjeet Ranjan.

S Iotia ¥oT: AU JB1e, § 31U A1egq | A1 |30 Sff | quel arsdl §
fob 59 A9 3R 9= Sfig & Fg9 Bl 919 d1 B I8 ©, $9b IR | 317 IS dRg I
ST & iR 3T 1R 1 & 21 Ffes STivet 9g T281 8 81k &4 oA 9gd off 38
%IEWW‘#W@%\;,aﬂﬁwﬁﬁm@%IWWspeCiﬂo question JE T
b T aTIe § g9cd & e S oigl U de I8 8, NI g Siidi &1 s1ffer 5
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BT 8, dI AT U4 & b a8 BI9-319 | SR 8, fhd=l Ia1 & S9dR & 3R 89
NN 9 SHT TR BIFT ©, 1 SHdI 3T Bl IAT0T 3R SI 31eH 81 I8 &, SHh IR |
RBR B T I 82 39 dke BHES U9 8, StREsS 8, Bie § 3iR
anfeen 7, o1 I8 WRGR gared & faurg 9 ast & SR 999 g9, I a9 B
fI®HTT & 19 TR BH AT 89l B 91 BR B 8, AfbT I Si1d} BT BR B & BRI
fehel g Sila BT §U &, ol I SHBT ST TRBR YWl 87 FHD AT 81 § byl
fep &9 W4 &f &b FaTraol B I B 8 ©, olfh- 8H P B § g9 I8 81 IR
SIFER 81 o], BINC 8! gol, g el a3, dI 9 WY & o] § 301 Sft 9 goT
ITE<! ¢ [ I I &lT P J3Maol &b g H Al ARBR A< T8 87

2 A= ATed: GUIURT ABIG, AT FERAT F g (AR U Y81 8, olfh a9y
@I 7T BT S@d gY H AT T § IR I Ug A 9o = Bl § fh S Uy E,
TP RETT B ﬁvl(’ IRBR R B I8 82 89 Sl endangered species %, SRS ﬁvl(’
foey grotde Ied © - o9 Project Tiger, Project Lion, Project Elephant, Project
Great Indian Bastard, Project Dolphin &, $9b foT¢ 89 fa9Iy TReTor & S I Bl
IAD A1 B A FaRAT A § a1 aredl g (& fUsd 8 7 United Nations @1
RUIC ThTRIA g &, FoTaH WIRA a7 AR &5 Dl gag @ | g1 BT AR 4R
BT I 8 AR & 31T W g # rut IHT w1 991 2 €1 a7 &7 & AR & forg
Forest Survey of India & §RT R UdH VAT <91 &, S 8% AN AT & RUIE &l
TeTIRI BRAT 2, ST SR I8 G201 Xel © [ SH 37U g &5 Bl GR&l Bl §s &,
IAD] quality maintain%%ngaﬁmwglﬁﬂﬁ:ﬂﬁw?ﬁsﬂ%aﬁ
ST b 8H avF &3] BT AR BT 13T, <AfhT AT QA [HeTebr 301 -370+
&3 H 39 BRATs DI B, A1 TH T! G BH7|

MR. CHAIRMAN:: Fifth supplementary. Shri Tiruchi Siva.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, the recent reports have shown that tiger conservation
habitats have pushed the leopards out of their natural habitat, thereby forcing them
into farmland and creating an atmosphere which is more ripe for human-wildlife
conflict.If it is a fact, is the Ministry aware of it and what are the steps taken to
handle it?

2 YOS ATed: GUIRT HEIGY, A G Sl fdva Sor 2, 98 agd wel fawy
21 3T B9 Yo HIoide TR BIH HIAT I (6T & — TFIR ATSCHSS HINSR| TAR
S H 39 9HY 54 TSR RoTed 813 S 54 3R RoTed €, S99 HR TRATH 918x S
TSN €, B9 99 IR TRITS &f 98a &< X2 21 H fI9y w0 & I8 919 SeReT |
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o g =g fob § e Gelivia I 31 guar &3 &1 Bles i Bdb Arm o)
$Y SRl WX, Sil TAN &3 ©, d 30T H AT-3eT 1 &, Fley Sl eTHrss
TSR BINSR B, T S IR U IR aRATSHT 3w &l 21 89 S WA Bl W
ferf2d fora g 3R &0 S e & fog Wt o1 R 32 2

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 49.
Promotion and development of tourism in Tamil Nadu
*49. SHRIN.R. ELANGO: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(a) the measures that the Ministry has undertaken to promote and develop
tourism in Tamil Nadu; and

(b) whether the Ministry has any specific plans or proposals for developing
tourism at archaeologically significant sites in that State ?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM (SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT): (a)
and (b) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) and (b)The Ministry of Tourism promotes the tourism destinations and
products of the country, including Tamil Nadu, in a holistic manner. Various activities
are undertaken for the promotion of tourism such as promotional events, extension of
financial assistance for promotion of fairs and festivals, dissemination of information
about the tourism products and themes through the web-site and social media
promotions, participation in exhibitions and fairs, organizing capacity building
programs and workshops.

For the promotion of fairs and festivals, Ministry extends Central Financial
Assistance (CFA) to the State Governments and Union Territory (UT)
Administrations, including Tamil Nadu. The details of Central Financial Assistance
extended to the State Government of Tamil Nadu is detailed at Annexure— |. The fairs
and festivals of the State are also promoted as tourism products and experiences in
domestic and international markets through UTSAV portal, website and Social Media
handles.

For the development of tourism related infrastructure in the country, Ministry of
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Tourism provides financial assistance to State Governments/UT Administrations,
including the State of Tamil Nadu under its ongoing schemes of Swadesh Darshan,
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD),
Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment (SASCI) and Assistance to
Central Agencies for tourism infrastructure development. The details of the funds
sanctioned to the State of Tamil Nadu under the above mentioned Schemes are
detailed at Annexure— II.

Financial assistance for development of tourism infrastructure in the State is
based on the receipt of proposals from the State Governments and is subject to
fulfilment of stipulated conditions in the prescribed guidelines, operational viability and
availability of funds.

As per information received from the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), ASI
regularly makes efforts to develop visitor amenities at the protected monuments of
national importance under its jurisdiction, including in the State of Tamil Nadu,
considering the feasibility and requirements at the site, based on tourist footfall. Such
visitor amenities at ticketed monuments may include facilities for drinking water and
toilet, facility for differently abled, parking facility, cloak room, cafeteria, information
signages, QR code based information etc depending upon requirement and
feasibility. Further, ASI has launched the Adopt a Heritage 2.0 program, exclusively
for protected monuments of national importance, to create a framework for
engagement with private / public sector companies and NGOs/ Trusts/ Societies etc,
to develop / provide at protected monuments to enhance visitor's experience and
make them visitor friendly. In the state of Tamil Nadu, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) signed under the said program for the protected monument of
Kailashnath Temple, Kanchipuram with Cholamandalum Investment.

ANNEXURE-I

Details of Financial Assistance extended to the State Government of Tamil Nadu for
promotion of fairs and festivals

(Rs. in Lakh)
Year Name of Fairs & Festivals Amount sanctioned
2015-16 | Indian Dance Festival at Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu 8.00
2016-17 | India Dance Festival at Mamallapuram 25.00
2017-18 | India Dance Festival at Mamallapuram 25.00
2018-19 | India Dance Festival at Mamallapuram 25.00
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2019-20 | Indian Dance Festival 25.00
Kumari Festival 10.00

Tourism Cultural Festival 15.00

2021-22 | India Dance Festival at Mamallapuram 25.00
2022-23 | India Dance Festival at Mamallapuram 25.00
2023-24 | India Dance Festival at Mamallapuram 25.00
2024-25 | Indian Dance Festival-Mamallapuram 25.00
Marghali Music Festival - Chennai 25.00

Madurai Pongal Festival 30.00

2025-26 | Indian Dance Festival, Mamallapuram 25.00
TOTAL SANCTIONED COST 313.00

ANNEXURE-II

Details of Financial Assistance extended to the State Government of Tamil Nadu for
the development of tourism infrastructure in the State.
(Rs in Crores)

S. Name of Project Year of Sanctioned

No. Sanction Amount

A | Swadesh Darshan 1.0

Development of Chennai- Mamamallapuram — 2015-16 73.13

Rameshwaram — Manpadu — Kanyakumari

TOTAL SANCTIONED COST 73.13
B | Swadesh Darshan 2.0

Immersive experience at Shore Temple 2023- 24 30.02

TOTAL SANCTIONED COST 30.02
C | Challenge Based Destination Development (CBDD)

Iconic transformation of Rameswaram under 2024- 25 20.01

Spiritual

Enhancement and Amenities for Brihadeeswarar 2024 - 25 24.72

temple, Tanjore under Culture and Heritage

TOTAL SANCTIONED COST 44.73
D | PRASHAD

Development of Kanchipuram 2020-21 13.99

Development of Velankanni 2020-21 4.86
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Development of 8 Navagraha Temples 2024-25 40.94
TOTAL SANCTIONED COST 59.79
E | Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment (SASCI)
Nandavanam Heritage Park 2024-25 99.67
Development of Wetland Eco Park at Ooty 2024-25 70.23
TOTAL SANCTIONED COST 169.90
F | Financial Assistance extended to the Central Agencies
i. | Cruise Passenger Facilities Centre in the existing 2012-13 17.24
Passenger Terminal at Chennai Port to Chennai
Port Trust
ii. | Joint Development of tourist amenities at 2017-18 4.70
Rameshwaram Railway Station to Ministry of
Railways
iii. | Joint  Development of tourist amenities at 2018-19 4.48

Madurai Railway Station to Ministry of Railways

iv. | lllumination and allied works at Gangaikonda 2024-25 11.47
Cholapuram Temple, District — Ariyalur to ITDC
TOTAL SANCTIONED COST 37.89

TOTAL SANCTIONED COST FOR DEVELOPMENT OF

TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE IN TAMILNADU

415.46

SHRI N.R. ELANGO: Sir, | would like to submit that Tamil Nadu has rich cultural
legacy. Will the Ministry of Tourism consider approving Madurai as a nominated
destination under the One State One Destination scheme, given its global prominence
through the Meenakshi Amman Temple, integrated heritage circuits and strong
tourism infrastructure, or consider Kanyakumari, recognizing its national significance
as the southernmost tip of India, the confluence of three seas and its capacity for
enhanced coastal tourism development ?

it o g IrErad: U JEIGY, A 9aR o ATHHR] 3R AR, §9 QI
¥ foodt Uh Pl lconic Destination of Global Standard, NIKIEEIRRCIER:P IR
IREST B, STH FHIRd B+ & 1w amug fhar 81 § Je+ IR 9y 9 &
G H A P foIQ I8 fdesT Hr1 Ared g b U 1R Ui Bl =g HRAT 15
HRBR P ST 81 9T WRBR 7 §8b [o1U ARG W HFTCATYRH bl AT Db a8
JISTae 3R Jaisiel AieAe a1 &, Sy 391 QM1 Il — BaTgHRT 3R AgY — H
A § b g9 foy ST 9ga RitIthed 8, dfehd ot 91 i & oy &g

Contents Page t



[ 04 December, 2025 ] 61

PESICACEINECIR RIS

SHRI N.R. ELANGO: Whether the Union Government proposes to work, in
coordination with the Tamil Nadu State Government, Department of Tamil Nadu State
Archaeology and leading research institution, to ensure scientific integrity,
transparency and due national recognition for the ancient archaeological heritage of
Tamil Nadu. That is my question.

SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT: Sir, archaeological excavation is not
concerned with the Department of Tourism and the Ministry. | think I RS
AT | 98] & IRy 4 U8

SHRI N.R. ELANGO: Sir, it is about heritage.

SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT: But excavation is not the subject of the
Ministry of Tourism.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Third supplementary; Shrimati Renuka Chowdhury.

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY: Sir, | want to draw the attention of the hon.
Minister to the fact that today your tourism sector, which used to give employment to
7.9 crore in 2020, is down to 4.2 crore. It is one of the largest instruments of self-
employment, and keeps artisans and all others at remote areas employed. So, it is
rather alarming. | do not know what they can give to Tamil Nadu when the Union
Budget has been cut by 91 per cent from Rs.33 crore to just Rs. 3.07 crore. In the
light of this, what are you doing to do international promotion like Incredible India,
which was brought about, to put us on global map? How are you going to compete
with countries like Thailand, Vietnam and Abu Dhabi? You are not able to promote
India as a cohesive nation. Why have you taken such Budget cuts and how are you
going to create employment? What are you going to give to States, particularly a
culturally rich State like Tamil Nadu and Telangana, and other such areas?

31t Toivs e JIEmad: IIRAA 189, a9 Ugdl H AR 9] B g=gdTg $HRdl gl
geiM ol ST faar & foh Teeiigdic 91 axis ¥ gcdh ®F 8l a7 8, ¥ 99 ST &l
RISEEISIEEIE

Contents Page t



62

[ RAJYA SABHA ]

siereit Yupt =ert: F syt a9

2t o RiE IEmEd: W8Sy, 2019 & q1e, T4 2020 H PITS B UST 315, IHD
DR TRA & &3 H JHAT g3l T8 T Telgell Il AT, olfhd IHD d1a YRI
¥ A 3 <2l <7 SRSH & &3 | Fad a8y Repas] Bl 2, HRd 74 A U 81 5D
arfai, VA <21, RT8iM 2019 & d9HTd ®1 aras B3l &, 394 H1 9Rd U gl fUed
Udh ATl § 9RA H §1 dris A SAreT faesh Sorm ae €, S <91 &1 9197 g1 <R
A BOIR BRIS U, AT 4T 33 AT .09, STk &l faaei gaT 31ford g8 2
UG IR, MY T Q2N BT AW [Tl 3Mus ATgers, fga™ 3R gag 4
SRR B 91 B AR FHIRT FEIGT, § A § 6 S8t wRd ¥ 20 ffer
cR¥CH I 8, 981 aTseie ¥ 40 fferaa & Sare1 gReed o1 8, gas ¥ 25 fafors
SRICH A 8 3R UM 3 899 BH TRICY 31 ©, offdd 98 991 I Bie B
AEIGY, H ¥aT & G H U AWy o1 A1edl g1 HRd H SHREH CRoA B T
HHTIATS 8 3R 9 &3 H 4R Sl UICRRIS 1T $R I8 8, IFBI g7 o2l I ol
RE BT DI AN o1 ol BH S1d B W TRTH BT 91d B ©, RoA leRead
A RIS &1 91 T2l B 51 IHP BRI WK H fAI3I BT T ST 81 U1 781 §
o padt faqelt R Bl e, Tdhd HIICH I AlDhd SI-HEATgwS FHIAM! Bl
HUAIE BRAT &1 59 &9 GG Hl Bl S 81, 9 IS 89 W ST I8 4 Aol
PIFCH @IS 811, I YAIC Bd eI, REM-CRT # §8d B, TS Bl BAR B
BRI HRA & SHIRTH CTRSH DI dThd IS &, Q31 giaT H [l & UM a8
e &1 &1

ABIGY, AT AR 7 Sl 1 < &1, IHS Sta1d § H g1 aredl g (b
TS IR BRIS AT ATsois H T BT, ifhT 31t et & HieR & sfids T &, 319
I ISTHY <RIV - 3113 PRIs ITAT - IrAedT Afex & g by Bl 3R # 31kl
$* DI gl B0 ...(FAYUT).... AT AT HEIGY, H 3TTDRT HREV AT gl 3R
§ % ¥ D Tl B, A1 TS $#1 & T 660 AT, AT 66 BRI AT A
¥ g9 fhd € 3R I81 ¥4 5T 81 3R &9 S $hddl Ud efChIvT § S, I g1
ST § e &9 Werex & A1l =AY &1 HR Y| .. (FLTH)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fourth supplementary, Shrimati Mamata Mohanta.

SN T AT TIAT W), H HA1 Sft 9 S =ned) § 6 sifeen & AyRs
7 # SulRRya RifAfoTer ersR Rerd, sagps, didigs, WHgs, Rafdw qon o=
98d AR STA9UTd 3R g1 vd Ui werell & wicd & e & foy ox
HRPR T hed I3 87
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

2 Torvs g Aramaa: SRA Ared, H9 ggd A e foar o fé R daex &
STATHE & foIu UroTde guTSTel 99191, S B=d1d BT, SIURIR 9T 3R 9Rd
TRBR I fIAferT THI=T & T8d, SH ARG TRER & HITsxe{ & [T 4ol Id B
RERY 9T WRGR H1 B 21 3R NS B 9T IRBR 39 99 fI9AT BT Thy
OIoTel ST & 3R S YR URBR Bl Jordt &, a1 99 R I faar fear o
AHdT Bl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Fifth supplementary, Shrimati Sudha Murty.

SHRIMATI SUDHA MURTY': Thank you, Sir, for giving me an opportunity. Tamil Nadu
is famous for great temples of Dravidian culture. You have Madurai, of course, being
the top; Rameswaram, Gangaikonda Cholapuram, Thanjavur and Dharasuram and
many more. Today, | am going to talk about Srirangam. It is one of the famous
temples. But, it is not really known to people. It is more than thousand years old. It is
in the area of 156 acres of land. It is the only largest Hindu living temple in the world.
Though there is one in Cambodia but it is not a living Hindu Temple. It has 21
Gopurums and its Rajagopuram is the tallest in Asia. Sir, it should be included in the
tourism of Tamil Nadu as well as our nation's destination. It has a great history, a
great architecture and it should be part of any of our tourist circuit in the South. It is
because if it comes in the world heritage--I am addressing this to hon. Minister of
Tourism through you, Sir--the footfall will be more. Sir, globally people will come to
know. It will get a great opportunity to showcase the Dravidian culture to the entire
world. Thank you very much. Jai Hind.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister.

N Tog e IgmEa: I IR 9Ed, § 999 99T BT SifiFeT SR
ggaTe B gY e A1 A18dn g b S #9 Ugel & g1 U9l & SR - fdee
fear € f& itis to be initiated by the State Government. If State Government will
initiate, we are, certainly, going to consider this. And, simultaneously, | would request

to the hon. Member also T TS I 5T TRBR P19 fawg 3 ford 3R 31mwrs & b
SRIH & AR BT goe sRe fole | fordm SIHT =1fzy, BTdifd a8 wied & &+ A
Bl B, b A UM BT JAe B W R 81 I 199 SRR 9 )
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SIFSTIR TR Wold] B, o I9d] efed fole ¥ I 91 & folv wRd W R Afead
27 H BT B Jhd! gl

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Question No.50.

Vacancies in subordinate judiciary

*50. PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA: Will the Minister of LAW AND JUSTICE be pleased
to state:

(a) the number of sanctioned posts in the subordinate judiciary across States
and Union Territories, as on date;

(b) the number of judicial vacancies presently existing in such courts,
category-wise;

(c) the number of cases pending before such courts, State-wise; and

(d) the timeline and mechanism fixed by Government for coordinating with
States and High Courts to fill existing vacancies?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE (SHRI ARJUN
RAM MEGHWAL): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) and (b) The total number of sanctioned posts in the subordinate judiciary
across States and Union Territories and the number of judicial vacancies presently
existing in such courts, category-wise; as on 01.12.2025 is at Annexure-1.

(c) As per information available on National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG), the
total number of cases pending before subordinate courts state-wise is at Annexure-/I.

(d) Filling up of vacant positions of the judicial officers in District and
Subordinate courts is the responsibility of the High Courts and State Governments
concerned. As per the Constitutional framework, in exercise of powers conferred
under the proviso to Article 309 read with Articles 233 and 234 of the Constitution, the
respective State Government, in consultation with the High Court, frames the rules
and regulations regarding the appointment and recruitment of Judicial Officers. The
Hon’ble Supreme Court vide order passed in January 2007 in the Malik Mazhar Sultan
case, has inter-alia stipulated certain timelines, which are to be followed by the States
and the respective High Courts for recruitment of judges in District and Subordinate
Courts.
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Annexure-|

Sanctioned Strength and Vacancy Position of Judicial Officers in District and Sub
Ordinate Courts as on 01.12.2025

Strength Vacancies
Sl. Civil Judge | Civil Judge L
States & UTs Total ] ) District
No. . (Junior (Senior Total
Sanctioned L L Judge
Division) Division) Vacancy
Strength Vacancy
Vacancy Vacancy
1 | Andhra Pradesh 642 54 0 14 68
Arunachal
2 53 7 4 3 14
Pradesh
3 | Assam 485 1 9 14 24
4 | Bihar 2025 163 106 Q8 357
5 | Chandigarh 28 0 -2 1 -1
6 | Chhattisgarh 663 75 26 97 198
7 | D & N Haveli 3 1 1
8 | Daman & Diu 4 0 0
9 | Delhi 897 31 12 14 57
10 | Goa 50 6 2 2 10
11| Gujarat 1720 205 72 258 535
12 | Haryana 781 92 1 38 131
13 | Himachal Pradesh 179 12 0 7 19
Jammu and
14 _ 322 32 12 9 53
Kashmir
15 | Jharkhand 707 169 4 37 210
16 | Karnataka 1395 166 35 65 266
17 | Kerala 619 5 30 40
18 | Ladakh 17 1 7
19 | Lakshadweep 4 0 1 1
20 | Madhya Pradesh 2028 306 1 67 384
21 | Maharashtra 2190 198 8 44 250
22 | Manipur 62 4 7 2 13
23 | Meghalaya Q9 33 4 42
24 | Mizoram 74 28 0 29
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25 | Nagaland 34 5 3 2 10
26 | Odisha 1043 142 19 50 21
27 | Puducherry 38 4 5 3 12
28 | Punjab 811 70 0 36 106
29 | Rajasthan 1699 -3 58 151 206
30 | Sikkim 35 9 2 1 12
31 | Tamil Nadu 1383 76 5 67 148
32 | Telangana 560 27 50 38 115
33 | Tripura 133 10 1 3 14
34 | Uttar Pradesh 3700 310 230 515| 1085
35 | Uttarakhand 298 17 5 17 28
36 | West Bengal
Andaman and 1105 76 91 63 242
37 Nicobar
TOTAL 25,886 2,324 787 1,744 | 4,855

Source: MIS portal of Department of Justice
Combined vacancy of UT Andaman & Nicobar Island and State of WB shown against State of West
Bengal

Annexure-ll

The total number of cases pending before subordinate courts state-wise as on

01.12.2025
Sl. No. States Pendency of Cases as on
01.12.2025

1 Andhra Pradesh 927899
2 Telangana 970564
3 Andaman & Nicobar 8341
4 Arunachal Pradesh 10978
5 Assam 556704
6 Bihar 3697562
/ Chandigarh 102179
8 Chhattisgarh 467584
9 Delhi 1577791
10 Diu and Daman

1 DNH at Silvassa 8392
12 Goa 61080
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13 Gujarat 1947262
14 Haryana 1520278
15 Himachal Pradesh 626485
16 | Jammu& Kashmir 341931
17 Ladakh 1567
18 Jharkhand 563223
19 Karnataka 2368066
20 Kerala 1788266
21 Madhya Pradesh 2075550
22 Maharashtra 5939992
23 Manipur 16278
24 Meghalaya 16166
25 Mizoram 6947
26 Nagaland 3788
27 Orissa 1759257
28 Puducherry 36332
29 Punjab 20876
30 Rajasthan 2527713
31 Sikkim 1934
32 Tamil Nadu 1733556
33 Tripura 72186
34 U.T of Lakshadweep 581
35 Uttar Pradesh 11305841
36 Uttarakhand 316979
37 West Bengal 3762592

Total 48,042,720

Source: National Judicial Data Grid

MR. CHAIRMAN: First supplementary; Prof. Manoj Kumar Jha.

Tl IS AR AT: AR, AT Yol R Sl IR Q1 7T 2, 98 954 GGt T8l adl &,
oS! foRTem ft o1 B, oifh 59 &0 IsiieR §1 #§ 31U A71egy | A==y 3 off 9
qe1 ATed § fob T fhdl /158 7 A1 e 2RI <3l < 3 JqHer Regedic gy §
31T aTell faaehdl 1 Bbis R7ep foham & A1 feel & IR | 9 A 379+ faaal &
e H PIg Sc IWT 87 3R VAT &, ol T AT 341 Sl R HATT §6 TR AT
EEANESICRIVS
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11 3TJ I HEATeT: TIRAT AR, A1 |G Sil < Sl 9 I3[ 8, Ig district
judiciary § RegeHe I Heferd 81 | e H1eaw A AT A Sfl Bl g1 Areai g
b 16 75T # e ufetd Afdw wHIRM nfEha 233 iR anfedd 234 & T8 ToH
ol 2, RepeHe Rl 8 3iR U H 8BTS BIC 39 B Dl bRl 8l H 2025 P AbS| &
APAR H8 DT § fdp < WX ¥ District 3R Subordinate Courts H sanctioned
strength 25,886 81 S9TH I 21,031 dfh T I & 3R IH] 4,855 T 7817 I8 Hel & fh
RegcHT H UleaT® 3Tl 81 TFSTH o Bl B, ITh Hed Mchd 309 & d8d I Bl
BTH 16 ST § ¥ € UfeeTd AT HHIeH Bl © 3R A9 H 8IS I Bl &1 3T ST
1 geve F1 7, a1 § I A 6 &0 FHI-F9G R W s DIeH Bl g7 Hl
o € QIR S99 89 S Radve a=d & fo vacancy status, timely co-ordinatation
with the State Government and the State Public Service Commission T Qﬁ??ﬂ? PN
3R S bottlenecks AT &, ITH! W R H| S8l ddb RIGRIGI BT A9 8, I8
Ministry of Law and Justice ¥ H&ferd g1 fagR 3o 9 +ff o Rierad o1 g8 81 &+
I IO T G B § ST BRI 971 g8 7, IHD! Aol @7 B

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House stands adjourned to meet at 2.00 p.m.

[Answers to Starred and Un-starred Questions (Both in English and Hindi) are
available as Part — | to this Debate, published electronically on the Rajya Sabha
website under the link https://sansad.in/rs/debates/officials |

The House then adjourned for lunch at one of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at two of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN /n the Chair.
GOVERNMENT BILL
The Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Pankaj Chaudhary to move a motion for consideration of the
Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025.

ferT =mera 3 <o w3 (3ht et =itedY) : weley, # U BRarg:
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" BRI ITS- Yo IAMATTIH 1944 BT 3R G B+ & o7 faggeh w,
AT FHT gIRT TR w4 H, faar fbar smgl”

The question was proposed.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | now call upon the Members whose names have been received for
participation in the discussion. Shri Pramod Tiwari. Time allocated to you is 15
minutes.

it gt et (o) : aer i Jruf Sil, 59 A9y & A8 &l od gy, H
g HEYH Bl g 3R 9% He YW &Rl & b {Uwel 11 Alell A SATeT 99 9, 59
HIG ARBR 31Ts ©, T HAT Sl Blg 7 Dls T8 gl I8 © 1 HY d ST b ol g
3 T T B TRGR) IASTRIY § PR I8 391 {2 H SO Uh hed Bl

eIy, § a1 R g1 wg T 5 399 T HIfrer @t 78 © 6 e 9 < A
S & I AT BT Has B4 81 T RTRT BT Ha- $HH 81, U] S)IGT I8 & [ &
B, Yg S U WET 1T 8, SFH AT SR, YS9l &l 7 frel, NI 97 7 3y 3R
ST I8 SeHT /T T 21 3T 39 Agifid wU 9 fRIeRawy I8 hel 8 {6
ST SURN BT 8, I8 g ARBR P [T U AT g1 GId & B0 & BRI Bl g1 STRY
J AT B AR &THdT IR oy w@rdar &9 81 SRl 21 AR-|rsmax iy
JUBRI B 3R IS I XSTR NI e H YRS BH BT STl 81 SHBT HEIH 3R
org fafMioT gdhrgal R Ufide Y4 gsdl 2, o9y 9 < a9 3R fafram
SIIREH & YT FAGTRIe 81 ST &l AHTLT Sil, 39T [I9d g9a &1 594 dad
GARATS 91 I8 2 6 S a1 9 24T B, S99 SEH deld™l Bl 8, AT Gaxl
HEITS gl ol T8 IUBR B G QIYYU] dcd &, FoT H JATIh F11 79 8T §|

qBIqY, # 39 $<1d IS Yo (HeNe) fIerres, 2025 1R AT ORIy gl
B & oY ST TreT gan g, Hifd d=i1d Iq1e Yoo (ANe) fa8ra, 2025
HT I g AT ITHR B FHI -1 T B & A1 - I8 Agayul 7 -
T TS B ST UG BT AT U URATC TR 971 T 3R a¥getl Bleil 23|
9 98T 4 I8 S 631 TR 21 § s [aR1Y SRl §1 GRBR $E <@l © & I8
fadepyul 3R T@Rey & Ui Fad 21 Sl H U8l B8l AT — Jod o, ofidbd 5
48 | BIg — I8 T2 HEdYYl & - a1 (Al Bl Uh gS! d1aTs by Al 4 Bl
IR U9, HERTE, AT 1T H S {HAM 91 B Wl 6 S §U &, STb IR 4
A9 51 39D Q1Y S THM oG9 &, STbT FIT BI? SHDT SHITATRD &5 TR Ui
JHTd US| 39 99 & ATEgH W A9 JiR 9T I Hefed Irel iR Sdrad
Y[ Bl AT HIAT 21 D! WANAT HIb BH el BIAT 8, o SHD! TG
ST B 319 $9H | T figure ST g1 RITINE UR 319 &ldTs 3iR YR o 3MER 4R Ul
1,000 RNT TR, I8 #oR B, 981 &, 27 TUY Y 11,000 BYY A BT Yo RN AR S
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AT | 200 BUY &, I8 735 BUY b AT | B! TfSd & I IGA § I TgR-IT
T, 98 B T 8|

31y T T, ST ST GRS B /1L H G&@T DR IA1-1 S 2, SHBT Yodb
64 RIS & 9¢ B 70 U &1 ST I8 S G9eise | {61 9I1a1 &, 98 af TR
3R HEgH ¥ DHRAT 81 I aTel Ga1d IR Yo 25 UTerRId I g@T B 100 Tererd HR
T 11 & I =R 1 97 1 17 & 3HR YTy <id1ep UR ok 25 Ui d 9@ hR
40 Ffererd B AT AT 81 9189 Al BH AT UK &, i ol Ui 8, I9 IR Yodb bl
25 I & g1 R 40 UlTerd fobam 721 & iR Sl TR1a a1 Heg¥ a7 gl Rl &,
I TR Yo bl 25 TR A TG B 100 T - a1 737 2

T 8101 3R a1 & 31 faRiy Wi IR |a¥ Afdd qeia™l Ril 9o 39
TR Bl IT DY 60 TfTTd A 325 Ufrerd fohar ST 81 Helold SADT Bls YR 81 21
PR &, B Al ol TUTTY HRT GoITd AT, gl W1 &9 RN« FoId (&7 271, &
wiewiH IR fear o, gt SufRufa § Y o o fh s9a! v werrs afafa & gara
HR T S| 98 39 R IR 9 9] R o iR SHBI Sl 359 2, SHDI YRT B &
fore = U &1 SUANT fhaT SITT| SHEBT ST TR &1 HhdT ©, SHD ST8x I g1
Bl IhdT ©, ST ol 399 Y9TIdd &, ST SolTol BR-T 81 Adhdl 8, S 39 ¢
BT S U7 7, 98 Y-y S9 IR @I 81 98 9497 Bifee | SV, $ax & ol §
ST, UR U1 81§ SHD] TS AR BT Tal T 7| H JATST R I8 AT Rl g
31T I8 B 319 HET & fh I8 MY eR IR &1 & % 98 519 918, 9 withdraw &R
o, S H qROIR AN &H_aT § (4 59 W5 HHST Bl 9ol a1 Sy, a4 396
H1EgH A Sl gYell 81, 98, 11 ST 9539 8, Sil gAY YHIdd &, S IR el @< &1l o
31U AT W ARBR ¥ U IR YT GATTER DT ATIE BRI g AR I8 3TdTel Dl g
o $H ITH1 & AT 1Y, S 0T 1Y 599 IS §, 98 [BA 8, AgN 2
SREARERRECIRTIY

TR, 39 3BT Uh WaxT AT B1 AT Bl T o0 8, B <1 Bl JHT o 8
3R TBT AT AT MAT-ITwg 31T ST &, B9 WR P ol 5l facelt § S 31T, 98 Hal
3 3T, BT ST T ol Idl, TSTH H AT, SHHT Ul Tal o1 399 1 afad
3R 314 3T, illegal entry 3TR S 9! illegal marketing &, S9® d@1 BT W]
UST BIFTT just to save the taxation, Tl SIS HITHI TR SHBI Igd AT JHIT el
TS S V&l B, dfcth 394 I8 98 Ahdl 31 Sl Bic (A 8, MR da1p &3 &
HHART, S ST g9 a1l W) GO R YR I /9 57 F T91fad sl

o9 faerge | daTgp IUTE g6 &I I Al &, olfh a1 | B4 dlel WReY
B IR Bl & 21 (AT -7 21 81 Heball © fb I8 3MMYh AT 4 8l, IR I8 3
i T8l 81 39 Tae ¥ del U8 WG el © foh U8 441 wat oo, foed Ier |
T g1 WEIGY, P ATEgH A A RO 31fiel 2 b g1 it 391 Frotae o, 98
SO guTfad o & forg W 891 =nfevl oy g Ryt 41 &A1 $- o1+ ¢ & 94
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ST, AT 39 ST & I TSI Gl I8 & b I AT IHD! ATl H W 8| DR
Wﬁ,ﬂia—a’mﬂmcarryonﬁ\ﬂlwlll SYDhX zb—[?ﬁs’advan‘[ageAE\TI

§ g8 HeT dredl § o s Wit 8191 @12y fob a8 1 S a1, 98
S YYTIad IR UR & BT, <ifdhT A9 1Yl T S99 VAT BIg UTALTH ol <@ &
# R Pacl g b g9 7Y 31U Ueb HHST F911 o | 3MTRIR &1 STeal &2 AT SSHR I
P o, Th Felb § ITd! RUIS o1 STU iR M7l WeE § I8 31 ov! feg™ & forw
D! Sl AT 2, I ST BT IETF YRT &l Y, aRAT [ 3ATH 3T&H! DI oI 4,
RIS JASHT DI S F Y FebTel B 3hgT (bl STy, ST (32 H 981 g3 U] I8
% 3R A Bl

a1, RITRE, el 3R T 91 BiF Al @I &2 § Rads T8 $Hvar &
ST §97hT @IV, Aifhe $hT SITGTAR Sl oflf W7 I8 8, d S el 3R oI’
T P &1 5 I9d HUR U 9137 U9 IE f9a1 79wy 7 oar 8, 99 w9 ¥ I8
Ul B H 81 U I8 @ b a1 gou-gig 8 darep b H Werded sI? 39 Rith
$T URUC 991 <il, Al RIT IJg B SIMY? VAT 81 &l SHD (oY 3fID! T ATIH
T IR ==t B gR

YT T BIA QIS odl gl IR, 91, RITRE, 97T fasma 7 faar
SIY, I8 AXBR B AT 2, oAb N &1 el 22 S99 fed-Seid Sare I &
ST @iet ol € 3R 3] b Wi I91 &1 BT 21 Ul o b i &l HaR &l
Y81 8, IR BT TR 8l Y& 8 3R hel Bic! Al Irel o 9idd fewrs S &l 21 5b
IS IR FeTs ¥ 39 IR 4 Ure 81 {d Sl e 8, 98 YRT 81, a1 A +F
R ¢ [0 &, TR BIC1 R8T &, 81 X818, 8Id1 87| U H ARBR P I X7 76l
BT 3R Hh¥g Ufa=Idl &T &, THS Qa7 BT 8, ST BT 8, I I8 GRS AT 781
Bl V8T 81 URUST &7 31<d 81 X T 872 Sl $9hT 3¥1eT © b $s Il IR odfeli T Bk
I¢1 31 3R e S Ao B H 131, T bl STDT BT = e b iR b 39%
918 I I8l e Bl qIl, T8l 59 3 &1 § gX T $IRT BR 8T gl 5d W
g, A1 8 TIRUICH, S §a-TH3S] &, $B 4GNS, Sil IGAFYET §, ST8] di-d!
Repa¥isT g8 €, S8l sroiel Al T&1 81 W& 8, 9 I ofdl RERe, dargp anfe
el & foTg =TT STe|

AT 9gd A Hedl ¢ b 39H Udh qHY WY |Iaold i 91 Bl
JMIITH T 2 3R g8 TfeT Rt IRPR S5hY 7 99101 89 B i1, ARI d1d fhd=t THR
g, IXPR S9! W 3feTon o o b Bfde faffrex, fFrfen SR St ge gt
SURRIT 71El €1 SBIH TR G, BAR WIS, SR U< & AR 93 [ Areft &1 g&f
IS e 1 1T 9% el T v &1 7 AfIaR 7, Aifeht 3 S e w8l < jETE,
S IR I &1 TR I foaR g1, =1 ffer Si & a8t k89 I 8lar? 3 9,
EREIRREIERC
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it dopot Titerd): # forg @1 gl

i} wHIe forar: 3T I BRI € 7, UR | am sure [ T8 AIC 4QT &1 SITQI R 7,
ART BT Bl §, BIAT TRBR B 1 H MUY FRIY DR Fhell gl 519 3811 I8 I
o foran g, 1 o forar 81 g qur | 1 99 A1 faxiig Amret 3 g9 @i sifeer
gl

T Wax-Tdh 91d 2l § a1t o {6 sHaT 599 FHE9 81 Sl WHO B Si
RYIc 8, 99 RUIE & AR, 1.35 MAfera, A= 13.5 o1 AR, AT 9fy f&= o1
37,000 @I T S I 81 X&1 & AT I S YA 81 78 &1 I8 U 78T T Bl
3R B9 5! FeA-SJeADhR PR oldl, TShR blg U Tl g1 oidl [ 59 Deich I Gfth
e STTeht, R T2 U1 Shgl BT & 3R Big e 81 21 I8 hedR gl H ToRId &
R TCl 3 HAT Sil, TR AG] 1 § U Dl Hdg BT g

I8 SIIYHCT D1 59 WY § oA b1 ORI fham 211 AR vt A W A3 STaRM
YT S IBT 93 & 9 Ul ST 81 U I, Udh X Bl STAYRON BT a1 Al S A
ORI & J= 931 & w9 H far o1, Afee et were #3f & wu # 98 TWHR qred
BT, T BT, GO WA TG g5 FAd b 7T H 3B SKHATA BR I8 &) SYFe!
HIATIST T bl a1 Het X1 - IS RIBII ferehier i3l o X! 2|

I8 fA99® ¥ IRE AAIGdiNS HRICICH, Fdl BT fddadeor 3R fa=m-
TR 0T UfshaT BT BT & T B el ol H Th IR 3 [ TG B AT o
<3 TE FoAdTl TG R oI TR, IAA U1 Y B GolHT 911 U 914 2,
cfeh H SR PR, QIBRIBR, TolYdd Hel dTedl § b U S, VAT RIS bl
3R Had WRY W &1 W9 BHT ANRY| S $HD] W Ioold 78l 8, T8I SHDI

g g1 Bl 2

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

i Teiie ) $9 IR AR&BR B I dIR WX legal guarantee a1l AT2y &t e il
TSI 31T, 98 39 330 & foly Wd 811, SII U8 WP ol $ Yol ol

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

7t e oAt AR fofw JReat IRTIE @l fhR0T 3119 21 H 31U e+ =medl § &b 319
N IREHR Bl FERT o % S T axgelt 81T, 98 S fagfoal @...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.
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21 geie foram: 31Tudh e &1 guid: ITeld HRd §U H conclude &R 8T &1 3T A
Teh g1 AT AT 3R S99 8 SIY b 3 59 ST agell 9 31 dTel 1S I
Rt o] HaeR IR T i |

it gurafa : i oot g S

1 3501 Rig (STR o ¥n): |TUlc Sil, § $eiid Scure-Yob (WE) fa8re, 2025
& FHIT H YT q1T @ TG Gl gl IE fA9TD g Ar-HHSIBR AT AT B
TR o 19 Next Gen GST 1T, A1 AR woied Bl TCTHR <1 fhaT 11 AT 8 S
TEIU WY b oIy Y 3ffb BITBRSD &, So 28 URAC U ITHR 40 URHC T
higher slab ¥ T T I GHY I8 I T g3l b Ui a9 Ugel Sl HH=aer A
ST T AT I FHIG B, D! S8 YaATgSl SYST s SITgAl| 2017 H Uged
IH PR Y - I, TexeHe o, Udl S 3N | U 3] < o, <ifdh Siudct
31 & qI8 I FHY I8 7 B3Nl b AT ol SHEHST o iR $ ax]y 7, o W
TFATSST ST ST, SI TR o ol BINGRS &, sin goods I S0 H 31T &
9P SIYAST AR 819 & 91 ST 7 JATBT SidTs b Io TS BT JHd BT
ST $g WReR F iy foran o uig a9 T Suae Ast A 1 WY 131 v g1,
TE ST B QT ST 2022-23 T el 5,55,121 BRIS DU (A0~ 1T T fag <1
b 21 IE 919 yAIG KIaR) S 99l o 6 awargp, RN SRA siffieRe avgaell |
Polde fhaT T SN SR &, T8 5,55,121 BRIS SUY WY XToAT BT {1 17 81 311 &
Ty B AfTRTH 37afe # 3fR AT I TTHT|

A 1, ST 5G] bl FRISRY & &l I1 3111 &, ol H gar1 2redi g fb 14"
Finance Commission H recommendation STI?S’ o 15T BT 3R U7 foret=m ﬂﬂ%ﬁl Za[fﬁﬁf
DI DR &b g+ Aol db AT B b Ga9[a ol ¢ DHeldeld Bl 32 IRUCT
TSAT B FdT T Finance Commission @1 RUIC o9 & 916 89R! WRGR « Tg
T 32 IR¥T W QTN 42 URC BN AT 59 IR H ST8T 1S Bl 3,37,000
PRI ST Ferd o, T81 1S A S Bl ARBR & THYT 23,48,000 HRIS BT ISl
BI &1 BT BRI FHAT 7 R A 5T BN BAhdl Ye! & AR DB BT B &8l
el 21 I8 [48ue 9gd | GHST B A1 AT 51 98T H3A1 Sff dad & o 3R o’
W' | BYeh fth Bl WRY B AT 3R WI W8 & oy Sl o W1 ST &,
ISP fIU Al IRAR B X el 8l 9%, [ 7 I8 0 &= fear T € - S
IETERV & WY H H D! AT =8 § b 1 3FR AN 7, FT7h 914 3ffdres U
BT B, S IR 37H o o1 SMY1 S — Sl U189 9 TG BT HaT BRd &, I
UR 325 URUC UGISS ©Yc! oMy SIgdl, g8l dIsl iR a9l UaIss SISl s
SITGE, R §T$! Bl 729 & AT | Hgthder &d &l IS dI$1 81 A 91 8, df
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I R By URISS ST T8l oIl §9 914 DI FHST o1 d12¢l o 8 RERE &
IR A BT gredl 1 RERT 3 <@, 1 S 70 fferier d@ & RERT 8, 99 IR 7
E9IR per thousand sticks T IR ST AT I9 RTRe 9T ©, S9! 9t ol diHT
e, 3R Uil &, a1 99 W 2,700 U per thousand sticks TN $9 YHR Bl
rationalization THaT 3T € {6 ST & AW ¥ MG aH AR AfH THH aTall R
BT Y| AR, ST HEIH AN &, I UR HH o T ST, ST $9H 59 9T
BT 1 a1 T B

TR, S8l Ih NI B 91d &, A1 88 BT | ARG B SToxd T8l 81 JeT
H3) S 7 O 2014 § A7 GuTel off, O e WRY B ¥T, S9P IR H fdr
SBH e Ugdl ‘[Soodoll T S Bl di=a fhar, e afts W g1
1Ry, Fifh Ths! | W 916 @, Al 400 RIRT & IRIER IHBT G31i I hhS|
& 3R ST 21 A 9T HA1 SHl &, FT8ie Isoadl I daerd P fhar iR awd-
S 10 BRIS ¥ 31D AN b BRA H 31T 49 H1ae 1 G-I, Tid H S A, 1 I&i
TR SIeicd 78l 81 U1 Tigeied 7 81 & gorg o fohat Skt gkt off, o =rfth
B T IS UG HAT Sff 1 Fqe8 AR [ DI YB3 Bl 31T 8% g H 12
PRI W 3D TIIeicH I U 7, S8 fth WY W3 | IART, Afth WY b X5 7
SIq RIE &1 I1 AT 8, TRIP D! d1d AT B, Al H SR ST T8 g feb ATSIIG]
& q1& BIUF 7 g+ G 2RI (61, b1 g78i- HHI I8 8! A1 (b b bl g
= BT Y=L fhlﬂﬂTflT%({l IR FHTRAT contaminated water A Eﬁ?ﬁ%, 3199 iron 3}
oxide BIAT &1 519 39 YT 1 U &, 1 Afh TR 8a1 81 soid df N sq IR &
el AT B b a7 Aol AT B B 91 hdol di- BRIS 8- H &1 7ol I ST
qg ] AT, olfch GG HAT S 7 STl Siiad R died {1 3R 31T 3 BRI 8Ri |
9D 15 PRI BRI H W5 U BT U1 Ugd I8 8 3R 98 W SHI & HAH | RO
water U§d 8T &l th B W V2? Al DIg Alth MR Bl 9T, Al IHD! AR
<qrs e T1faql 397 I8y ¥ Bls Wl SI9-3M9fY g el ATl 396 I99 H had
TI-IR b7 Bl I8 B, oAfh U&= H31 Sff 7 Bl fh 8ART TR W= Y&+ 9112y,
T SR SIS H IHDT Dol BN S84 TeTTH31 S-S b’ @refl
IR g™ HAY 919 N g IR gaTsA1 50 RIS, 80 URIT, 90 UR¥C I fHrerat
21 SR H Had UH-Gl BOIR SI-3IY b T8l ol &, deh 37T SR H 16,800
ST-3N9TY 75 Gol &, S8l 80 IRMT SaTsdl AT e T8I & 3R 25,000 STH-3AHY
I Geill

AR, I B Fth 3R WY B Ig| I B 3TSTal &b d1a HISHA bloiol 9gd
HH Y| U 387 AfSHA Bioiol U, d STH F fha Sidex Mol Mg | Sidey e
TEl B | 3R Bls dlSl, TP WD SR B ST AT, Tl SHBT ST ATl Dls
TEI BICT AT 37T 387 | IGDN 818 AISDHA Pletol X <% H Gl Y &

Contents Page t



[ 04 December, 2025 ] 75

31T T H3] N5 AlGT Sfl & =Ifed H X 9 AR H 7 TR DI S8 26 TrA o
21771 H RIFY HGR BT 1Sy — H 31 AW # Yo a18dl § &b By urel 3
g AT I fohaT, a1 S+ g A F8l 31T fdb Wellness Centre 8191 ATR V| S91R]
TR U1 ST BRI b {70 Bal Su? I8 It SelTst BRT bl AT, ST9 T ¥ STHIA
o9 AT YR o, T8 Al SATS A8l BRI FhdT 2AT| AT T H31 A= AlG] Sl & =g
H g H ST 3RITY HfQR Yol I8 € 3R Y o W H 1 A1, 78 BSIR S R
AR G b &1 379 ART BT SIS 81 IBT & AR AN W 81 3B &

qBIGY, BIRI VAR - 9g+ #1 Al St & g H W 3Fd sHRgfee
%I'Q g out-of-pocket health expenditure 2013-14 ﬁ, ok f%fl{’ g8l Sl QcHNIT%d%
BIAT AT, § IHD Y FAMT AT fob NFHS &Y Ueb RUIS &, ST AR I8 ugel
62.6 TRIC W BId] A1, oIfh T 31T 39.4 TR¥C out-of-pocket health expenditure LG
BIT &l

TR, B S & f WHO &1 I8 RUIE B b 519 ST & H1e09 9 1 50T holde
PIAT ®, I 3D 8.16 U related health disease ¥ W Bl &1 ARH TRY B, MR
I8 IR 81 A1 [ TR ¥ WY T - I ARI AT ATHR, BH 39 91 Bl g1 =@
P
T Bl

HBIGY, TH 99 AT8d § &b T YR V= 3R I8! TRAIe Wl 31 7411 89 34
TRAC B, S 1Y IGT AT 8, SFD! IR-IR B B BT B B AR, GATS
(Global Adult Tobacco Survey) Bl Th W‘vﬁ RUIE 1 GATS, RTH®I Global Adult
Tobacco Survey H8d &, 9 RUIC 3 a1 T fdh T=ITH AT 2009-10 F &R-¢R
TP 34 URYUC W 28 URAT UR 3T T &1 N1 A1 b BRI GTHR I ATl Dl HR]
6 TRYC HH Bl s & 3R 314 latest report Y 379 dTeft &1 HBIGY, 13-15 Il B IF
& S g BT &, SH Il 91 B ¥, d 14 IRAC g2 B A, Afh+1 319 T8 AT
fR-efR 8.5 IR¥iT 81 71T © 3R S9H W dR-efR 314l 8fR Hweld 81 I8! 81 WX, Udh
dN*\ld, 38 RYUCT Pl percentage-wise 43 per cent B B BT uﬁ%‘q BN A sHCb\I
fY 31U e H 9Mfire fpar B

ABIGY, H Ud 3R FIST I TR ST9 next-gen reform 3T, A1 I8 W1 1d
g_s; fo5 T & URT health insurance 8191 ﬂ'ﬂ%rq, health insurance policy UX SR el
ST MY H ST g1 ATE § b U8l 502 STANY TR 18 URUCT SIS oiTal
o1, I NIl DT ST TST AT B €T H I §Y T #fl 7R A<t <t 7 iy
forar fop Tl JTUAT 2o STANY BRIT, ST ST 18 URIS SHUAST ST AT, 39
THT Bl FINT ARBR 7 18 TR | TTTHY WY SIRT URAT SNUAST TR o BT BT
|

Jﬁﬁ'ﬂ, 33 life-saving drugs, RS 12 per cent GST <I¥IdT T, 849 39 RSl
DI WY SIRT IRACT R of ATY| ...(ALT)... § YD FHI Bl I~ q1dd 1 7, S
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3MYDT 4T €T 37T SITGIT | .. (FFHH)... G SAITY1 AR, H next-gen GST I dTd B
Xel _z;{ fop <19 Za[fﬁﬁf Bl TRBR Qﬁ, dd shampoo, hair oil, toothbrush, shaving cream
31fe IeUTGT UR YRT ST TR 30 UR™C STl 2T, offch BHRI ARBR - §HDI 5
TRYC B T 3R VAT BRb BRIST AN Bl ATH o BT BT fhaT|

HEISY, g2dl 3 UgTs | Aefdd S pencil, eraser, books 31MfS @isi &, o9 IR
TP FHI | ST T AT, I STRT TRIACT B BT HTH Yl 8HRT RBR + fhar Bl
Salery, ST 3119 BT &, <l 39 Y, H 3Tue] iR Fard1 g1 Helqd, HHe 3nfe &
AR QT a1 aqU 2, T IR §7dh 993 H 30 URUCT o STl T, offch HeT
H3) S 9 SS9 WY 18 TRC BH fHAT 81 $H YBR A TV &, fridge B, AC &, 19 HIU
DI UG WRBR A, AN VAT & HIEIH H, 3T codd b A1egd 4 ST, Thol, Tl — 3
oIl ¥ TR H BId © - 99 98T 39 UX 30 RS ST oIdl U1, oifdhT gAY
TRBR F next-gen GST reform H SHHI 18 TRHE ddb HX AT, AT N B A 12
R BT AT < [T SN IR <1 4 SgES] gad. Soad J171 14|

HEIGd, B A Fhdl & [ I & ggr H3l St fBdl g iR S,
GPITGR DI Td DI Bl a1 DI DA DY R AT DI Pl SbR I8 Be b SIITFT]
% I H Sl Bkl §g &, SHDI AT WY AN Bl ATH S BT B BIYI H S W $
PRIS] GHMGRI DI TIdTG ST AT b SIYAST § S Skl Bl T3 8, =i 94
[T IR R SYURBRT BT o9 <7 BT B fhar 1 39 A B ) J5-,
femeret iR el = 3o g1l H fon 3R QR <2 R H S{ve] 9o Soad A1l
T 399 foTU BIfe-dife T Yo |92t ST &l g=uaTe o+ BT BTH 6 I8 o

TR, 19 SITTACT 37T 27, 99 A AT I TR N8 SR HEdhR 98-H HRA Bl
HTH B I 3779 IRIY, TET S7h I H YRT SR BeldRI 5,44,000 HRIS B Bl
o, TB1 319 SIUAS! § IS 5,44,000 BRIS BT W dghY 22,00,000 BRI I BT T
g, Forr & g 9 g1 - 42 ufcrerd emRIRRT I ot ot < S < R

AR, H U 1T 3R BBl T8 §l S8I- GHUAGHS &l 1 DI, ol 37 AT 59
Haier H Al G TG STET 2017 H Hdel 65 ARG IvRT s JFed oA, 981 el IvRe s
(1S D1 W&AT 65 G A bR &l AT T2, dfewh 1,51,00,000 BI TS &1 I8 SIYHS!
q fBaT 81 $9PT Aded {6 W A1 81 @1 &, d91 ART faea ot Flelt sreferazen 4
ITIT 81 §HH SITATE 6l 1D Bl {37 8 IR S+ &l 1Y Blredy divR IF ) ST
qrel B 1 1 T a1 IR) fe9mett 7 81 & B

HBIGY, B9 T8d o (&b TR WIRd a1, o T2l oI, fthe | 519 <o T
g, T THTH A DR §9 THR &b Il IR o SThR ATl 1131, AN b eIl
& o1y U1 g 81T 391 99 Al ox 41 @ g

MR. CHAIRMAN: Arun Singh ji, please conclude.
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7t 31501 {7 W%, ART H H Yo 91d 3R g1 A /R, S e TH16IG ©, S9 W
98 HH <o oITIRIT T B 519 §9 UR URATSSl S alTs 78, 377 d 3ids axdil,
I ST8l ST&l UR 100 URIRId o SIF TN 11 &, 8l e did Sl a3l Uk AT 10
TICISTeT ST oIMITRIT 81§ 1d bl Y YT &1 ] 71 2|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

it a1 Ryg: § 4= fo #=ft Sit 3fR = w0t St 1 21féss gwvrare <o g1, 39 faa
BT FALT HIAT B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shrimati Sagarika Ghose.

SHRIMATI SAGARIKA GHOSE (West Bengal): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. On
behalf of the All India Trinamool Congress Party, | rise to speak on the Central Excise
(Amendment) Bill, 2025. Sir, this is the first time | am speaking when you are in the
Chair. So, | take this opportunity to convey my greetings to you from all of us.

Sir, a brief word on procedure. Today, the Supplementary List of Business was
given to us just 30 seconds before the House started. The House started at 11.00
a.m. and the Supplementary List of Business arrived just a few seconds before the
House started. What kind of procedure is this? If you do not give us any time to study
the Bills, how can we prepare ourselves for substantive interventions during the
discussion in the House? This procedure must be introspected upon by the
Government.

Sir, the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025 revises taxes and cesses on
tobacco and tobacco products. There is no doubt that it is an extremely important
Bill. It is actually crucial from a public health standpoint because higher taxes may,
and, | use the word ‘may’ advisedly, discourage tobacco consumption. The use of
tobacco and tobacco products results in mouth cancer, lung cancer and other fatal
cancers. There were over 15 lakh cases of cancer across the country in 2024 alone.
With regard to oral cancer, there were 1,30,000 new male cases in 2024, according to
the Indian Council of Medical Research. Lung cancer cases are projected to increase
from 63,708 cases in 2015 to 81,219 cases in 2025. Most of the patients, when they
come with these forms of cancer, come with an advanced form of the diseases, and,
80 to 85 per cent of the cases are incurable, causing nearly 60,000 deaths from lung
cancer alone. Yet, the point must be made that even if you increase taxes on tobacco
and tobacco products, what are you doing from the public health policy point of view
to raise awareness and disseminate urgent information on the harmful effects of
consuming tobacco ? What are you doing from the public health perspective because
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just by raising taxes, it is not going to discourage people from smoking or consuming
tobacco products? People who are addicted to tobacco, who consume tobacco
products, will consume them anyway, even if you keep raising taxes. We have seen
that the Government is not taking any steps to control the pan masala, and tobacco
advertisements are being done by celebrities and influencers across media. What is
the Government doing to control these kinds of advertising? If you keep raising taxes,
but do not do anything for health, people are still going to consume tobacco, whether
you raise taxes or not. You claim that increasing taxes on tobacco discourages
consumption, but public health allocation details are missing. Global best practices
show that tobacco taxes are most effective only when paired with strong public health
interventions. Therefore, this Bill is a revenue move. It is a pure and simple revenue
move. It is not a public health reform. This is a revenue move to profiteer on taxes. It
is not a public health reform.

Sir, ours is a federal system of governance, and the cornerstone of the federal
polity is transparency in allocation of tax revenues. Taxes are shared with States, but
cess is not. Cess revenue is not shared with States. In cess, the Centre retains more
revenue while the States get less. This raises important questions on fiscal
centralization and reduced autonomy of States. In this Bill, there is no clarity on long-
term revenue sharing or impact on States which undermines trust in the tax-cess
restructuring. In 2012, cess formed 7 per cent of the Union Government's total tax
revenues. In 2025, cess is estimated to be about 20 per cent of the Union
Government's total tax revenues. This means that for every 100 rupees, the Union
Government earns rupees 20 via cess. A Controller and Auditor General report
exposed that in 2018-19, the Union Government withheld one lakh crore of the 2.75
lakh crore collected through various cesses in the Consolidated Fund of India or the
CFl. Rupees 10,000 crore of the road and infrastructure cess collected during the year
was, | quote, "neither transferred to the related reserve fund nor utilized for the
purpose for which the cess was collected.” More alarmingly, Rs. 1.24 lakh crore
collected as cess on crude oil in the past one decade had not been transferred to the
designated reserve fund, Oil Industry Development Board, and was retained in CFl.
The report further states that “non-creation, non-operation of reserve funds makes it
difficult to ensure that cesses and levies have been utilized for the specific purposes
intended by the Parliament”. What are the cesses and levies being used for? Where is
transparency? Where is accountability on the part of the Central Government in the
cesses and levies that it is collecting? In the early 1980s, the Sarkaria Commission
recommended that cesses and surcharges should be levied for a specific period only
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and for a limited time period only. In 2010, the Punchhi Commission stated that
extension of cesses and surcharge amounts to dilution of the recommendations of the
Finance Commissions and deprive the States of their due share in central tax revenue.
Rupees 5.7 lakh crore of cess and surcharge has been lying unutilized since 2019.

Sir, the Bill's tax-cess structure centralizes revenue with the Union
Government and reduces potential revenue for the States. It lacks transparency in
how the cess will be used, raising extremely grave and serious concerns about
federalism and the dues of States as well as accountability of the Central
Government. We know that this Government does not practise cooperative
federalism; it practises discriminatory federalism. There is no accountability on how
the cess will be shared. The sharp excise hike in the Bill will hit the poorest producers
first. These are small farmers, beedi units and tribal communities. The Bill raises
excise on all unmanufactured tobacco from 64 per cent to 70 per cent, increasing
input costs for small producers and pushing thousands of MSMEs and beedi
manufacturers into distress. For Adivasi tendu leaf collectors, women beedi rollers
and small growers across Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand and Bihar, this translates into
direct income loss and a serious blow to their traditional livelihoods.

Excise duty accounts for five per cent of the Union Government's revenue. As
per the RBI, the divisible pool between the States and the Centre has shrunk from 89
per cent of gross tax revenue in 2011 to 79 per cent in 2021. This despite the ten per
cent increase in tax devolution to States as recommended by the 14" Finance
Commission.

There is no transparency in this Bill on how revenues are going to be shared
between the States and the Centre. This is a Bill which is going to increase fiscal
centralisation. It is going to deprive the States of revenue. It is going to deprive the
States of autonomy. It is increasing the unaccountable Centre's powers over
monopoly of tax revenues, monopoly of cess.

& Lastly, Sir... let me speak a little in Bengali. | know that the Central
Government does not understand Bengali. Still, let me speak in Bengali. | am
speaking in Bengali, but when | speak in Bengali, perhaps they will call me
'Bangladeshi'. Because they call the Bengali language the 'Bangladeshi language.'
The Delhi Police under the Central Government has stated in a notice that there is a
language called 'Bangladeshi,' you know. They are saying there is a 'Bangladeshi'
language, that migrant workers supposedly speak the 'Bangladeshi' language. | am
speaking in Bengali; perhaps they will call me Bangladeshi and drive me away.

& English translation of the original speech delivered in Bangla.
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Anyway, Sir, those who are workers, those who work in tobacco factories, those who
work in homes, all of them, they all want one thing, Sir: 'wages'. They should receive
wages every month. If they don't get wages, how will the household run? How will
they raise their children? How will they eat? How will they send their children to
school ? What will they do without wages, Sir? What will the workers do if they are not
getting wages? Sir, MGNREGA workers in Bengal have not received their wages
since 2022. Nearly two lakh crore rupees are due to the State of West Bengal from the
Union Government across various schemes. Sir, why are you holding back Bengal's
money? Why are you depriving Bengal? Stop the humiliation of Bengal! Why have
you kept Bengal's money held up ?

Sir, this Government is withholding the MGNREGA workers' wages. People
are suffering because this Government has not released the wages of MGNREGA
workers. Stop this neglect of Bengal. Stop the humiliation of Bengal ! Thank you, Sir.
Vande Mataram! Jai Hind ! Joy Bangla!

SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Hon. Chairman, Sir, | thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak on this Bill. | rise to speak on the Central Excise (Amendment)
Bill, 2025. It has been stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons that with the
introduction of GST, the Central Excise Act was repealed by Section 174 of the
Central GST Act, exceptin respect of goods listed under the entry 84 of List | of the
Seventh Schedule to the Constitution. This includes tobacco and tobacco products.
It is the GST Council's decision to discontinue the compensation cess on all goods
except tobacco and to transition to a two-rate GST structure while reserving a 40 per
cent slab for ultra luxury and sin goods.

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)

If enacted, the Bill will replace the GST compensation cess on tobacco with a Central
excise duty, allow the Centre to revise excise rates to match current local overall
taxation levels, ensure revenue neutrality by keeping the tax burden on sin goods
unchanged, create a permanent taxation structure instead of a temporary cess, and
maintain tobacco under the highest GST bracket of 40 per cent once the rationalized
slabs come into effect. In any case, we are opposed to cess because it is wholly
consumed by the Central Government. States do not get any part of it.

Sir, we all know for a fact that tobacco addiction is a major problem in our
country today. Several lakhs of people especially youth die every year due to tobacco
addiction. The Union Government, rather than taking serious measures to prevent the
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sale of harmful products like cigarette, pan masala and tobacco products, imposing
additional taxes on their manufacturing machinery and production methods, it is not
only inappropriate but also a highly irresponsible action. If prices go up because of
this increasing excise duty, will it not lead to counterfeiting? Will it not lead to black-
market? If you keep on increasing taxes, compliance goes down. Beyond this, it will
actually lead to more black-marketing. It will only lead to more avoidance of tax as
opposed to revenue collection.

Sir, the middle class, all over the country, is very unhappy that they are paying
the majority of the taxes but they are not getting any tax deduction. Inflation is high;
cost is high. Student fees have gone up; living cost has gone up, but quality of life in
cities remains poor. India is the only country where the super rich and super tax
payers have several concessions but the individual salaried class is penalized more
than they can bear.

A higher share of cesses and surcharges restricts the fiscal space available to
the States by reducing the divisible tax pool. This undermines federal fiscal equilibrium
and may impair States’ ability to invest in essential public services like education,
health and family welfare. States like Tamil Nadu have demanded a cap on these
levies and that any excess collections can be added to the divisible pool to ensure
fairer revenue distribution. The Centre’s fiscal constraints and lack of transparency
and vagueness in the collection and disbursement of cesses have been the real
concern.

Sir, our leader, Mr. M.K. Stalin, pushed the need for devolving, at least, 50 per
cent of the divisible pool to the States, including all non-tax revenues in the divisible
pool of taxes, through a constitutional amendment or increase the share of the States
in the divisible pool to compensate for the loss. Tamil Nadu’s share has reduced from
15.25 per cent in Income Tax and 16.44 per cent in Union Excise Duties to 4.079 per
cent despite Tamil Nadu representing 6.12 per cent of the country’s population since
the First Finance Commission.

Sir, cess and surcharge constitute 23 per cent of the Union’s Gross Tax
Receipts but are excluded from the divisible pool, limiting States share to 32 per cent
of total tax revenue, much below the 41 per cent recommended. This amounts to
revenue disparity. Industrial States receive less than a rupee for every rupee
contributed to Central taxes, while less developed States like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar
receive more. Under-developed States need support; over-allocating funds to them
at the expense of developed States could harm national development. Balancing
equity and federalism requires reforms in revenue sharing, ensuring that States
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contribute to and benefit from national development while preserving their financial
autonomy. Sir, *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Girirajaniji, this is on Central Excise. Please!
SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN: Yes, yes.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You know it; you are a very senior Member. Speak on the
subject. Only that will go on record.

SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN: *
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please speak on the subject.
SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN: Sir, we are talking about GST.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please speak on the subject. This is related to Central
Excise.

SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN: We are asking for our share. We are asking for our real share.
We are expressing our concern.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You give notice. This can be discussed under other
instrument.

SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN: | would finish it.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please.

SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:: Please confine to the subject.

SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Girirajanji, please confine to the subject.
SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN: Sir, | would finish it.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; you have time.

" Not recorded.
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SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN:
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:: Please confine to the subject.

SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN: | would conclude. *Lastly, Sir, the Union Government has
brought a law for prohibition of smoking in public places. | would like to urge this
Government that tobacco consumables also should be prohibited. Only that would be
good for the nation. Thank you for the opportunity, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | would again request to all upcoming speakers, the
subject is "Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025. Confine to the subject only.
..(Interruptions )... | would request you to go to your places. Dr. Sandeep Kumar
Pathak, please.

DR. SANDEEP KUMAR PATHAK (Punjab): Sir, the proposed law aims to amend the
Central Excise Act, 1944. Basically, this Act is just to re-organize the taxation which is

alreadyongoing.W,WWWWW%%W%WﬁWW
o, SIUAST BT IH BRI H oS GATI S B4 b a1 $99 UR SI1 A 1T T4 21,
I A9 Bl [IgQl S T8l IR YaATg sl & w4 W USHel S oIl <11 38T 81 3%
IR H Sl g IR SISy ¥ & faReiiel TR & S 3MST &, T 98 $9hiol
T, SAb IR § 3fFRT Brg-d AfSRex 7 TaaweiT fhar 3k wifRwrs fea
Iai el e H, i 99T § I8 Wee 6T & fh S R Bls YY9Td 8] TS|

TR, 31T &9 V4 Aeayul f9d = g9 o< 2 8, R ) B8 oI 781 81
livelihood ¥ HEEd & 3R WRHR BT W 59 dgd dsl chunk of revenue SIRE BIdT
g1 3T I8 Udh VAT hIFcid Feolde &, T OR 1o I fhad) Y RBR 7 319=11
ST T 3iR fFeaR 781 fhan B githae 3R 4 [l I I8 g amue! fase
1 8, o1 SISD] Yol BIF1 AT AT G a1 & & BI41 @MY, BT AMSY, <A1 5
AIC BT @Ry ? BT & UTd SHBT Ydb constructive answer 81 &

TR, T U ol BT 3MUh qA1e9H ¥ iR fAf e 9 I8 ued © &b smuar
fIST RIT &7 T 31T CI9eh] 31X Cldep! Relcs Hreded Bl M drel W@ H GR-4Y
B §G BT AT 3R AR AN &6 STad bl ga7=1 e AT v 319 S M
3T SoF STIRE R o, I8 3MUdh! G BT Yeb BRI &, Siifdh oI 3 per cent of
your total revenue generation &7 I8 ST g1 ITATSC & 3R I RG] AT BT STig ¥
adl gl ARl AN T Sl SiTed (e I8 &, 98, @I 911 ¥ 8, 3R I8 5 hd~ Pl
3NIRRTES P &I T, Al SHD! FH dissect HIAT AMRY MR $HBT I8 thoroughly

" Not recorded.
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investigate BT ATET| AT H JLT ST =T b ehT IS T 87 R
IRBR BT s I8 8 {5 98 3o $9+ Bl AT Wl & AR ST BT 8T Bl
YTgHR] FHSTC & 3R ST & HIEIH | Sl ¥d=Y S-IRC BT 8, 98 important &1 g, Al
I8 3HPB! W B 3R measurable outcome & HTTH W ATA-S3-ATd AT fhY
AoR B 1 ST @ H T 8, hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, it is very difficult to
understand fh TRBR BT &I B¢ & SR B, TP TR 3T 8 H T, Al T
30 URUC Y U €, S TIh] HogH HR X8 &1 3R DR B ST of SHfory, Al qridy
&b 70 IR™T B tobacco-related Bl s_rl'ﬁ[ 3 about 40 per cent to 50 per cent deaths
HAN W associated %IWﬁ@@WﬁT@IWWWEﬁﬁ,ﬁGﬁW
HYH BRI &, STH I8 Fgd widespread &, ITH I8 Fgd gX TRId A el g3l Bl
g% BRI S SHANND AF §, I8 ITSC 2 ARG HRIS P AFIRT §, which is
massive. Now, if you compare the revenue generation versus the economic loss

because of various other parameters, then, you are in no gain situation. It is like loss.
It is loss in every other term.

JTRES IR R, Uh U I8 AT T & b 99 BT A T S9BT FHIE
el T iR 91 S9! X i A §F a1 ST Gahal &2 I8 A1 §RaR a1 b
IFHT AT AT 81 I[SIRT H liquor S fhaIT T117 3R a8 R a¥Ieh I Tl 19 &1 1T B
IRTE DI Bls AT TS R AT € 3R ISP TR R ISP Sy 81 ot 1 fag R
0 T FRRART 81 Ps ISTT H 3TlT- 7T WX IR STB] 97 HRA BT DI &I TS,
AfhT I8 971 ARIAG S Tl I8T| SHDHI FHSHT ST No matter, 3MID FCIH BIaC
g, olfdhd d FRIGPHd & AT Tel, Ig 3MMUdH] ST TSI 3T I & excessive
taxation <A €, 19 RITRT &1 ISTER0 i1, @ SE@! dAthbe 14 fafeas &
3THUTH D1 8 3R $AH high taxation Y&l &1 BART <2 X1 g1 H 4™ ek T Hedy
1G] illegal 3R illicit RFRE & AT 81 MY URIRTG oIS ¥ SIfTT It is very
easy that you levy tax and you say fb &H D[ X[Dh-Tl dled %, but you see the
repercussion. Are we really able to control the cigarette consumption? The answer is
‘No’'. ST I TSI USH fh MTBT S RIT €, 3MTH] fasT =T 82 MIh
R DI SIDHR I e 2 [ JMMIDT S WAR & AR U1 o7l & o Rtk Ra=yg,
SIRE & oy & 319 I8 IR T ©l

AR, § U GO IR Il gl TSIl | TR IR RTHI 70-75 TR $RIS
T3Tell B9 STRC R &1 37Tqeh] g8 SR exT1 8N b National Tobacco Control
Programme H RI% 50 BRIS GYHR HI d¥% A ST &1 I§ T Iiffedhes sl Bl
I, 0.07 TRVC & 1T B1 S9PT Adold I8 B fb R dotde Byt § MYBT SATST
STV B 3R TIHBI dgldl | 3MMIDHT 50 PRI ST 81 I8 o1 $B Wl T8l &Il 3! I 50
dNlS, Q*\ﬁdrc 50 XIS el %\*I But, it varies between Rs. 13 crores to Rs. 80 crores.
So, if you take the overall cumulative of the entire 10 year period, you would find it
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around Rs. 50 crore. IR, T 3R $ReT ST © fh U8l Sl SI9d! dhgidd & ¥ |
TSI STl 2ft, 319 SFBT “Tertiary Care Programme’ & A9 ¥ TdThe {haT ST B It
is very difficult for an ordinary person to even track &b JMIRT ST ST %\, I8 PR
ST RS B1 S THTSC P 31T BBl 9T X2 2 ... bl °Y)... | will just take a couple
of minutes as it is a very, very important subject.

AR, 31T Teb =Iol AR a@ o Sl Weied] [SHURET 2, sdd! JHMT g
St 71 eledt feaiRet # S o RTRE R 89 STeT o ol ol 21 & T
2 fo RIRT IR SaTeT ST oI A ST HolRI= & 81 ST St 1< iR daTp
&, S R BH Cad <119 R 81 e ISt Al 8 SR S ARGl AN bl AT aciigs
AT ST a1 B, I JTS! 3R TIdeh! IR THRIYA HIHI HH IGT ST 21 SHDI AR I8
el BIdT {6 BIs RRe 991 B T 81 S93T 3R I8 8iaT & fb sarer 99 arel
RRe 9 € &R e 91 31 F 81T 7, 98 916! WX 31K 1! 31=1 gl iR g
SIS

TR, SN SIS AdR o7+ &, Areen fao fiS) Afert &1 & el € iR 9 39
TR BRI 2] S g2 S R | Y& ©, S8l BIs dfcale sl gidll ...(Tq9d P
THE))... U, SAH SAHT SITET health detrimental & b @1 31T ®1Se WY 81 &<
TAHd B

RIS TR IR, T4 TP gHIce dIol I8 © fob 919 FATI | S surrogate
advertisement €, 98 rampant &1 319 IRI dR% <% b © [P faTeT & T8 I AT two-
pouch gutka & 9 W advertisements ﬁ"ﬁﬂ(’ ST 211 wil just say the final thing.

HIs¥ FAfReR St 7 BeT o f Udh oIRg BRIs & MU Sl Wil 8, SHD!
SIABTs B AT 1T 81 98 SafwTs & a7 T 7, «ifeT I oFrar 8l 8,
P UTSF 2.87 URUC & T U g9l 8l ¥&T ©, TRIUIC 36 TRYC g 8l X8l &
3R HorreE WY 93 78 &l ...(HHT B} =eh)... TR, AR UIST & I 31X 3 fiFie &1 ergH
g, S99 H o ol

S} STUTAf: 319 3T FHIE BT

S1. |dlY AR Uodh: W, 94 Mgl U gi du+l g, Sl RRe g9t 8l
ST TP SUICe U+l &, Sl dis! g9 81 I8 U SIaIBhIss hu+l gl S99
WRBR BT fSHIC PSUs & ATEIH A @[T 25% FREHT &l WX, PR g
AMSSRA HU 3R s VA RERE-CINa! Ralcs Hu-lol § g=ve &Y BT 2, I
TIIP] AT B 9X, $9¢ AT 3 Clddhl-Roics duisT 9 Uifofedhd hieT W &
&1 51 g8l | Ulfelfedhel BIST ol ST &1 51§ 31T 19 &1 <!
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3.00 P. M.

ST consume X Y81 ®©, I8 sufferer %\’, SIRERIS produce X gl g, T8 sufferer %\', ar
PR wrIeT b 82 BIIET S company &I & ST trading X Y&l & 3IR &3 political
parties Pl %\*, ST sﬂﬁ funding o Y&l 81 Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Meda Raghunadha Reddy.

SHRI MEDA RAGHUNADHA REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, |
rise to speak on the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025, an important and timely
reform that seeks to modernise India's tobacco excise framework. With the GST
compensation cess set to be phased out, it is essential that the Government ensures
continuity in revenue flows from products that carry significant public health
externalities. This Bill rightly addresses that gap by updating a schedule that has
remained largely unchanged since 2017.

Sir, | come to the positive features of the Bill. Fiscal stability with public health
responsibility : (l) The revision of excise duties before the expiry of the GST
compensation cess is a prudent step. Tobacco taxation has a dual role mobilising
revenue and discouraging harmful consumption. International experience clearly
shows that appropriate taxation reduces usage and improves health outcomes. This
Bill strengthens fiscal preparedness without compromising public health priorities. (ii)
A clear, modern and rational duty structure: The introduction of a product-specific
and category-wise excise schedule is a welcome modernisation. Earlier, the duty
structure was fragmented, ambiguous and prone to classification disputes. The new
system covering cigarettes, unmanufactured tobacco, and emerging nicotine devices
brings clarity, reduces loopholes, and ensures parity across products.

Sir, | come to the concerns specific to Andhra Pradesh. While | broadly
support the Bill, | wish to draw the attention of the House to pressing issues affecting
tobacco farmers in Andnhra Pradesh, India's largest FCV tobacco-producing State,
where lakhs of rural families depend entirely on this crop. There is deep distress
among FCV tobacco farmers. This year, production exceeded the authorised crop
size of 167 million kg. The resulting oversupply, weakened demand and depressed
prices have pushed farmers into distress. Many growers could not even recover their
basic costs. This has triggered serious livelihood challenges for thousands of small
and marginal farm families in Andhra Pradesh.

Now, | come to the inefficiencies in the Tobacco Board auction system. The
Tobacco Board auction platform, which is the backbone of price discovery, has been
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heavily disrupted this season. Buyer participation was weak, auctions were delayed,
and rejection rates were far higher than usual. As a result, many farmers faced severe
cash-flow shortages, making it difficult to repay loans or prepare for the next crop
cycle. Beyond tobacco, the State has suffered distress in the crops like paddy,
cotton, pulses, banana and mango along with issues in e-crop enumeration which
left many farmers bare-handed.

Sir, | come to constructive suggestions to the Union Government. First is,
periodic review of the excise impact on tobacco growing regions. Since the Bill
significantly revises duties across tobacco categories, | urge upon the Government to
periodically review its impact on production, procurement behaviour and market
stability in States like Andhra Pradesh. This can be done in coordination with the
Tobacco Board and State Governments to ensure that revenue reforms do not
inadvertently destabilize rural livelihoods. Sir, the measures needed to strengthen the
Tobacco Board’s auction system includes improving auction timelines and grading
transparency, and buyer participation does not require major structural changes but
only requires better oversight and enforcement. Small improvements here will provide
enormous relief to farmers. | request the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to take
up this matter on priority.

With these observations, concerns and constructive suggestions, on behalf of
my YSRC Party, | extend my support to the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025. |
hope the Government will take note of the hardships faced by farmers in Andhra
Pradesh and act swiftly to address their pressing concerns.Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Reddyji. Now, Shri Niranjan Bishi.

SHRI NIRANJAN BISHI (Odisha): Thank you, hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, for giving
me an opportunity to speak on the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025. Sir, the
Central Excise Act, 1944 historically served as the backbone of India's indirect tax
system on manufactured goods. This framework underwent a structural
transformation with the introduction of the GST in July, 2017, which subsumed most
Central excise duties. The Bill increases the excise duty on all major forms to control
consumption of tobacco. But in Odisha, tobacco farmers of Ganjam, Koraput,
Rayagada, Kandhamal already suffer from issues like no MSP, no institutional
protection, total dependence on private traders and high seasonal vulnerabilities.
This has direct implication for farm-gate prices, trader procurement margins and
contract farming arrangements. Unlike manufactured tobacco products, raw tobacco
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taxation directly affects primary cultivators, not just downstream consumers. The
policy intent is to prevent tax arbitrage between raw and processed tobacco, which
could, otherwise, undermine revenue and health objectives. Sir, for the first time, the
Bill explicitly brings under excise duty e-cigarette, nicotine inhalers, oral and
transdermal nicotine products. All such products attract 100 per cent excise duty.
This closes a major regulatory gap where technology-driven nicotine substitutes were
escaping legacy tax laws despite growing adoption among youth. Sir, the Bill
imposes no direct expenditure obligation on the Consolidated Fund of India. Instead,
it seeks to stabilize post-compensation-cess tobacco revenues, protect health sector
fiscal capacity, and maintain the role of tobacco as a sin tax source. However, the Bill
also increases risks of compliance evasion, incentive for illicit trade and cross-border
smuggling if enforcement does not scale proportionately.

Sir, Odisha has a large home-based beedi rolling workforce, largely composed
of women, SC/ST communities and informal contract labourers. Higher duties on
chewing tobacco and beedis may reduce downstream orders, shift production further
into informality and increase income insecurity for workers. Without parallel labour
rehabilitation, the tax impact risk is becoming socially regressive. Sir, Odisha reports
high oral cancer prevalence, widespread smokeless tobacco use among youth and
tribal population. Higher excise duty will increase retail price elasticity, delays youth
initiation and reduced long-term health system burden. However, without ring-fenced
allocation of this revenue to State health system, the public health dividend remains
only indirect. Thank you, Sir.

Sir, the Excise Policy is not merely a revenue instrument. In a State like
Odisha, it is a social instrument, a tribal- sensitivity instrument and a livelihood
instrument. Any amendment that increases centralization, raises excise burden or
opens new commercial avenues without safeguards, hits the rural people
disproportionately. Excise amendments without a proper social impact assessment
will increase alcoholism, debt burden, domestic distress and health risks in tribal and
rural districts of Odisha. Odisha, under the leadership of former Chief Minister,
Naveen Patnaikji, had worked for decades to bring discipline, community control and
social responsibility into the excise sector. This Bill threatens to undo that sensitive
progress. This Bill also risks undermining the State's revenue autonomy.

Odisha uses excise revenue for tribal development welfare programmes,
SC/ST girls’ education, rural healthcare, anti-alcoholism campaigns and disaster
relief and cyclone management. Disturbing the State's excise ecosystem directly
impacts these priority sectors. It will further crush procurement prices, push small
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farmers out of cultivation, and increase traders” monopoly. So, the Bill may protect
Central revenue, but it does not protect farmers, rural labourers, tribal households,
women workers, and State level social security systems.

TR, O TRATSST $l 91 7Tal 8, A1 TaaTgol 3R Mfeardt &1 tdh Relv &l
(AT B} T3N)... R, AT AR 519 ATl HaRT= B B, HodRel HaR= B
g, I SIl /ST BIAT &, d I 3 8- H 10 fhall T & & AR 5 Slex ddb 1
%\"I d deities T offer B %; they also use it during marriage rituals. Y, Y RESIEN]

fSurcHe W, Excise Department officials, glgded Pl HBIed B H implicate G
B B BIRTS DX <d Bl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Niranjanyi, please conclude.

it e i wE1ey, TS fSUTcHe &l UakITs ST 3 $9@] 4l §dels B § 3R
STdd HRYMST DI AT S 2

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Niranjanyi, please conclude.

SHRI NIRANJAN BISHI: Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Dr. M. Thambidurai, the subject is
Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025.

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, on behalf of my
AIADMK Party and General Secretary, Thiru Edapadi K. Palaniswami, | rise to extend
my support to the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025 provided the State
Governments get their due share. This Bill is a timely and necessary reform aimed at
safeguarding public health, maintaining revenue stability and ensuring that harmful
products like tobacco do not become cheaper as the GST Compensation Cess is
gradually phased out.

Sir, it is equally important to emphasise that this reform does not harm States’
revenues. The transition from the GST Compensation Cess to recalibrated excise duty
is an administrative realignment, ensuring revenue neutrality for both Centre and the
States. Under the current Government, States already receive 41 per cent share. It
must not reduce.

Sir, | would like to offer a few constructive suggestions. First of all, introduce
an annual inflation-indexed increase in specific excise duties so that tobacco
products do not become cheaper over time. Second, allocate a fixed proportion of
the additional excise revenue directly to tobacco-related disease prevention
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schemes, cancer care facilities and cessation programmes. Then, strengthen
rehabilitation and skill development initiatives for bidi workers. Especially in Tamil
Nadu, most of the bidi workers live in Tirunelveli, Tenkasi, Dindugal, Vaniyambadi,
Gudiyatham and also in Krishnagiri district. These are the places where people are
more dependent on this work for their livelihood.

When you are bringing this kind of a measure, you have to provide
rehabilitation and also skill development programme. That is what | am saying. And
also enhance national awareness campaigns, especially, targeting school and college
students, to prevent early addiction and protect India's democratic dividend.

Sir, the hon. DMK Member also supported the Bill, but he said one word that
black marketing may happen. Already a lot of black marketing is going on in Tamil
Nadu in these kinds of products. Why | am saying this is because there is a rule that
these kinds of cigarettes must not be sold near schools and colleges. But, in Tamil
Nadu, if you go in all these places, near all the schools and colleges, you can see that
these kinds of cigarettes and other tobacco products are sold there. That is what |
want to say, Sir.

Then, there is another point. Tobacco consumption remains one of the leading
causes of non-communicable diseases in our country. With the introduction of a
calibrated 40 per cent GST on sin goods and the proposed increase in excise duty
across tobacco categories, the Government has taken a decisive step to reduce
affordability, particularly, among the youth and vulnerable population. This measure
not only maintains overall tax incidence, but also strengthens the public health efforts.

Sir, | would also like to add one thing here which all other Members from this
side also said. Ours is a federal setup. Our country is a federal country. This is the
Council of States. Therefore, it is our bounden duty, and AIADMK Party is also for
federal system. After GST, the revenue-sharing has also been there. When the GST
was introduced, at that time, our party opposed it. ..(Time-bell rings.).. We, the
AIADMK party, opposed the GST at that time. We had not supported that. Therefore,
now, when you are imposing taxes on these kinds of products through this Bill, the
States’ revenue would be reduced. This is the intention with which | am saying it.

So, | also support this Bill, provided that the revenue is also shared with the
States as well, along with the Central Government.Thank you, Sir.

SHRI RAVI CHANDRA VADDIRAJU (Telangana): & Hon. Deputy Chairman Sir, thank you for
giving me the opportunity to speak on the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025. As this Bill

& English translation of the original speech delivered in Telugu.
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carries both economic and social significance, | would like to state that, on behalf of the
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) Party, we support this Bill.

Sir, during the decade long tenure of Shri K. Chandrashekar Rao, the first
Chief Minister of Telangana, the State witnessed rapid economic growth and
substantial strengthening of its fiscal foundations. Excise revenue forms a major
component of Telangana’s finances, and any policy changes at the Central level
directly influence our fiscal planning, welfare schemes, and developmental
programmes. At the same time, the unregulated distribution of liuor has had serious
social repercussions, particularly, in rural and semi-urban areas. Families, especially
women and children, continue to suffer due to rising cases of addiction, domestic
violence, and financial distress caused by unmonitored liquor sales.In this context, |
would like to highlight a few issues. Due to higher taxes, black-marketing is
increasing in many States, including Telangana. The Central Government must ensure
a balanced approach between revenue generation and social responsibility while
framing excise policy. The policy must remain impartial, discourage illegal trade, and
ensure fairness. The excise policy must integrate stronger public health safeguards. In
several rural regions of Telangana, the consumption of spurious liquor has resulted in
tragic incidents. | urge the Central Government to consider mandatory safety
standards, regular quality audits, and technological tracking systems for production,
storage, and transportation of excisable goods. Excise may be a State subject, but its
social impact and revenue implications are national in character. Therefore, stronger
Centre—State cooperation through data sharing, enforcement coordination, and
digital monitoring platforms is essential to ensure uniformity, safety, and
transparency.

Sir, in Telangana, we have provided 15 to 20 percent reservation to the Gowda
community, including in the allocation of liquor shops. | suggest that similar provisions
be considered across the country for the Backward Classes and particularly for the
Gowda community.

A nationwide digital tracking system for excise goods, strict punishments for
illegal manufacturing, awareness campaigns, rehabilitation support for addicts, and
financial protection for States, are all heavily dependent on excise revenue; all these
measures are necessary for a robust and responsible excise regime.

Sir, | would also like to bring to your notice the difficulties faced by beedi
workers in cities such as Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Adilabad, Khammam, and
Warangal. With cases of mouth cancer rising significantly, | request that 25percent of
the revenue generated from tobacco-related excise be earmarked for cancer

Contents Page t



92

[ RAJYA SABHA ]

patients. MNJ Hospital in Hyderabad treats a large number of such patients, and
enhanced funding would greatly support their treatment and recovery. Taking all
these factors into account, we, wholeheartedly, support excise policy reforms that
promote accountability, transparency, and social responsibility. We support this Bill
because it incorporates several such key elements.While we welcome reforms aimed
at efficiency and better governance, any excise-related legislation must remain
sensitive to the socio-economic realities of States like Telangana. Farmers, daily
wage earners, women, and youth deserve policies that shield them from addiction,
exploitation, and the dangers of unregulated liquor circulation.

TR, § 9 TGTHE DI Teb d1< e AT § (b bR Igd 9¢ AT &1 T 3
(Y HAR W 98d 9¢ AT &1 §9 Nag H I AT &b eIy 25 TRIUT A7 H¥R
ey & oy fdan g, aife gicd # U9 URIed &l 9911 ST |9d| § 379d
A1 Y 5 TG-HE Bl €M H AT A18d

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri P.P. Suneer — not present. Shri Sanjay Seth.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham; not present. Shri Ramii.
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TTHR TSI §, SNl da1p Sl gRTg A GudTy °1del 8 & AR ST 3Tars AT 5
S I Ugd UTs &1 AT A & veg HIG] Sl Bl ARbR 7 Jal Ifax B (o1
g1 a1 3R IAY WS TGN TR DR FGT B ST WY Dl &N BT JATLRY]
Heheq o1 81 WIRT H B ATl ¥R ¥ 13 ARY 50 BOIR AN AR &l $9H 98d de|
AT H a1 AT Il I 2

AT ST FE1G, § I8 Ui 91 Rl gl SART B & SIRFHW]
TeRTTIC | SR 7,000 A SATGT HHART &1 SHR] DU 3T 1P Yb &, iy Dyl §
DhIg FF qTell ATGH 81 21 TS S BART U1 ea™a= b, qd1p b g1, 4 &1 §
RS B a1 Fxb T AT8dl § AR gAY | Uei=1 HRell § (& dargp garsii ol
HIY SATET T BT 8, SN 20 D] 9IS 81 63 IR Yob BISI-Hl Gf$AT, Ueh BICT-41
UohoT Ueh TRIG URAR D1 gRT F783 1 &6 & H ghel QT &1 3T WRBR - 981 i,
TGB! STex He Ml P, Ugd Bio a1 bR JaTail iR IR GRAR BT FaT BT KT
Gl B

A SUAHTITT A1, A1 b 1Y JaT STINTHAIRA H 43 TR AT
HHI, 3AY AR T IAGI W gl Ubh 3R WRY G H IR HHI - I8 $hadl
Snifdep o e B, afew U wfawr 6 R 51w forg H wer wH S @6 5w
AT Tgcd 1 IuI ST g1 I fAde, RaH d41g SATedi IR IATE Yed I8
BT YK 8, W -Ae AR Jarail, TR a1l 3R A B Gl bl TRey SIRgH]
H 9T BT I£¥Y G 2l TR SISl H I8 W & (b 9Rd H a1 SUANT 38
GRS A HThY 28 YRUACT TR M7 & 3R ARPR Pl e 8 fb 3d 2025-26 Tqb 13
URAC b T 81 T8 hacl DR glg T8 o, dloth WRLY UR Ueh (191 2|

A SUFHYNT HEIGA, TR &1 TRT 7 F G BR 23 BT, "SI AR
H 10 BRI A AP URIRIT BT GRIETT BIFT, HISHA DBlcisll bl UiTgTRID [N BIAT
- TRl UR g BRI e arer IIoRd $vei Silde eTdh BRIH! Bl 1R g S|
A1 g, I8 W Aoyl 2 fb IR fFaHl Bl dhichd BHA! B d% HIcqIed
B &b g IS Il &1 &, oI 6 Swarasil | 1,11,889 Udbs YA UR dabiodd
Wl & Fhel TN BT Sl 81 I8 da1d Icariad &3l 3 41 b graell A yar
HAT 51 I8 RIg AT & [ I8 TRBR STa iR SHAD1, I BT Hger Sl gl

AT SUFHTYT HB1ad, § IR WU A §9 q1d Bl GRS B g (b SARI
ARDHR A G Dl AT dret [Zd1 &1 g91fad fhy f[991 b Fford o) SR 9918
g i [T ok @Ry, SFT W-|1 3 J¢1 59 Heied e & Aees 4
ARBR - BIs 7T AF Te| o1 8, Ifeh (a1 SATG DI IR UaRATSSl STl oS ©,
W%%ﬁﬁﬁ%vmﬁaﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁwmﬁﬁwwswdm:mH‘a?r
2 3R 7 81 $hg WHR BIg AR ST 71 & B ... (A9 B} 1Y)...

IUFHTALT HEIGY, 3id H, § U AR R T SuI=ie, 91 & wy H
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drefefte fkcrl, 91 U el el 8l I8 f8de IR &l e 9Ra-2047 &
&I b DI ol ST Tl 2T, Te! hed §Y H 59 AT BT H qul T 6l g
SUFHTALT ST, 39 H31 FAY ST, 39 (7Y 319h] 9gd-98d g=udia|

SHRIMATI JEBI MATHER HISHAM (Kerala): Hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | rise to
speak on the Central Excise Amendment Bill, 2025. | begin by placing on record that
this Bill exemplifies everything wrong with the implementation of the GST regime by
this Government. While my party and myself recognize and respect the need to
protect the income of the roughly six million tobacco farmers across India, this cannot
be at the cost of human lives and deterioration of health of millions of Indians.

The WHO Global Report on Trends in Prevalence of Tobacco Use 2000-2024
shows the dangerous statistics from tobacco use in India. In 2024, India accounted
for approximately 243.48 million tobacco users aged 15 and older. Domestic
estimates of deaths from tobacco use in India annually is one million plus, that is,
2,500 people die every day across India from tobacco use. The burden of cancers
directly attributable to tobacco was projected to increase from 1,69,000 in 2015 to
around 2,36,000 by 2025, an increase of nearly 40 per cent. Now, the Government is
bringing this Bill with publicly-announced objective of this being a sin tax to bring
tobacco use under control by higher prices. While the objective itself is laudatory, the
hidden objective of this Government is to raise resources by use of the so-called sin
tax to cover the revenue shortfalls from the disastrous GST implementation. Most
importantly, the hypocrisy of this Government stands exposed when they have kept
the duty on bidis low when all scientific and medical studies points to bidis without
filters causing much higher health hazard and death than tobacco smoked with filters.
By no means, am | advocating or supporting use of cigarettes or any form of tobacco,
but the hypocrisy of this Government in keeping the low duty on bidis versus other
forms of tobacco needs to be exposed.

Sir, we have been seeing many headlines for three days that the hon. Finance
Minister to table ‘Health Security se National Security’ Bill. As | already explained, this
Bill does not secure the health of the nation. On the claim of national security, it is
also my belief that it is merely a notional security. Let me explain. This Bill will increase
the cost of tobacco products and further incentivize the Gujarat model of tobacco
export. Let me explain by showing this Gujarat model of tobacco export. | refer to a
Press Information Bureau publication wherein the Director General of GST Intelligence
has identified units located in Gujarat's Special Economic Zone, who, along with
Delhi-based exporters, have utilized tobacco and other related products falling under
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CTH-2403 which are subject to tax rates from 93 percentage to 188 percentage,
including cess to claim refund of over Rs. 300 crores by claiming to have exported
these products via Gujarat Special Economic Zone. These are more than 1,000 crores
of fake invoices without supply of goods to facilitate these refunds. This modus
operandi was possible by an overvaluation of 3,000 per cent of the market value of
CTH 2403 products. By increasing tax further through this Bill, it will only encourage a
nationwide adoption of this Gujarat model of exports undermining the economic
security of the nation.

Indian courts, including High Courts with reference to Supreme Court
precedents, have stated that economic offences affect the nation's financial health
and must be treated sternly, often describing them as a form of ""economic war'' due
to their severe and far-reaching consequences for poor citizens and the national
economy. This Bill takes this one step further and declares economic war against the
States in this Union. The cess reduces fiscal space and financial autonomy of the
State, while incentivising this Gujarat model of exports. Meanwhile, the State
Governments are left to deal with the health consequences from tobacco from the
ever shrinking financial resources.

Shri Arun Singh, our senior fellow Member from BJP, has exposed this attitude
of the Modi Sarkar. He says that Modi Sarkar's Bill provides for very high tax for
smokers who use pipes. In bollywood movies, you see pipes used by the ultra rich
and the villains. He says, Modi Sarkar has imposed high taxes on cigarettes which is
smoked by the rich, the upper middle class and maybe the middle class. And my
respected fellow senior Member from BJP, Arun Singh ji says that the Government
has imposed very low taxes on beedis smoked by the poor people. | am shocked.
What is Modi Sarkar's priority ? Is it that they will frame policies, including tax policies
and high duties, to safeguard the health and lives of the ultra rich, the rich, the upper
middle class and the middle class ...( Time-bell rings.)... while they will frame policies,
including tax policies and low duties, without any concern for the high tobacco
smoking by the poor, affecting their health and often leading to their death from
cancer from tobacco. Our hon. Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha so rightly
called this Government 11 years back as “Suit Boot ki Sarkar.” ...(Time-bell rings.)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your time is over. Dr. V. Sivadasan.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, the Government should take the initiative to reduce
the use of cigarette and other tobacco products. But we also need to realise that
living in a single day in Delhi will cause the damage equivalent to smoking 15
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cigarettes. This is the situation in Delhi. We are discussing tax on cigarettes. But the
data shows that illegal trade and use of narcotic drugs are increasing day by day. The
report shows that some of the ports are the gateway for drug mafia. It should be
addressed by the Union Government. Along with imposition of higher excise duty on
such items, the Government should tax the super rich. But they are not ready to tax
the super rich. The Union Government is not ready to impose inheritance tax or
wealth tax upon the super rich. In Kerala, there are two lakh lottery sellers. Many of
them are differently-abled and old; they are unable to do any other jobs. The Union
Government has imposed a higher GST of 40 per cent on them. This is cruelty against
the poorest of the poor, against the lottery sellers in the State. Our respected
Member, Mr. George Kurien, is here. He knows very well. Those who are connected
with the people know the pathetic conditions of the lottery sellers because of increase
in GST.

Sir, the State of Kerala is requesting for reduction in GST on paper lottery
owned by the State Government. States were guaranteed 14 per cent annual growth
rate in GST revenue, else the compensation system continues. Kerala would have
received approximately Rs.54,000 crore if GST compensation system was there. The
Union Government is increasing their revenue income through different ways. They
are collecting tax in various forms, including huge amount of cess. But they are not
considering the financial stability of the States. Cigarette causes cancer and serious
diseases. S0, proper education and health awareness is necessary to prevent usage
of cigarette and other tobacco products. ...(Time-bell rings)... Education and
health are the primary responsibility of the State. So, the Union Government should
share more revenue with the States. The Union Government should protect the
interests of the States and their revenue. This is my humble request that the Union
Government should protect the lottery sellers and the poorest of the poor. Thank you.

St STUTAfa: 1. YITad BRTS |

S1. HITad B8 (HBRTE): ITFHTANT HBIGT, 319 hsig IdIg Yo (HET)
f4erres, 2025 R e b T g1 a<h T, SHAAY H AMUDT 3R TAR BT cileX
AT SFLGT. T STl 61 SMUR <h Rl gl 3MST RTS8 DI ghIAH! 1Y FaR U
g1 AT T H3] St & SIcd H -3 RBIRT 3R 3TeT-3Te Hreliid 6
BB IS BRI IHHH! 98 Jol 8 IR I8 sfsHe f[9d S & ATud o U 91
RIRT 7T 81 89K learned member ST T frart STt = 91T fh IRT GRBR BT
WSTET ¥R 6T B 8 I8 21 ) 7 39 8199 § SufRyd 981 §, <ifee Sl M uar g
5 I 41 IRRIT SHUAST 31T §, T8 41 TRAC o] Bl T STl 81 ST & 17 o
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35T g ST 7 garat fos orll 9@ SIvac! & A1 ¥ 5.5 @G dRIs $ud I[sd] Bl
fay q 8, 1 I8 Heayul TU WRA ARBR Bl 5 STHdT ATTRGT 91y Sif 7 gaqrn fd
tobacco TR TR M & 91§ I8 WRGR IRITY & foI7 1 B I8 872 H g1 argat
% b A 99T H30l Sft & Agcd H S9N IIRITY HAT AR g1 51 &b ARG 4§
Sl BT I Y81 8, 98 984 o1 31201 el V&l 5l O AfSdhd Uodheld 8l, BIICed 8
T S 81, 1 8 &3 H B9 I 8l 2

SUHTART AEIGY, U8 fAeId Central Excise Act, 1944 H I&1d &R & forg
gl ERSERN Je3Y tobacco taxation BT stable HIAT %\’, to strengthen the health policy of
the Central Government, T reduction of cancer patients, reduction of heart and
lung diseases Cg forg EXSEdl SYINT 81 Wehdl 81 ST & A1 reduction of tobacco use
A1 84 srelg Rl Bl 11'\9[ gﬁ?ﬂ H 9Rd < tobacco production 3R tobacco
consumption ¥ FaR g UR 81 X, 9 T & ATETH W tobacco I HIAT gl 541 H
unmanufactured tobacco price will increase from 64 to 70 per cent. Duty on cigarette
will be raised from Rs.2,700 to Rs.11,000 per thousand pieces. I tobacco ﬁ, Y
q increase from 25 to 100 per cent. gddl ﬁ, TR AR ﬁ YT snuff ﬁ, 39 U
Wl gk 9T BT 5 e | Uraer= &1 1 310, 2017 DI YR < H SIYAST Bl B3ATT
gs ANl R79H el 5 1T, 12 URYE, 18 URVC 3R 28 URIT AT AT, olfh
TG IR I Y o IS AT, SATTY SIYACT &b ATEIH A compensation cess
I ATI 98 <o Rt 2022 T 2T, olfeh=1 I8 <o Rt 31 919, 2024 A6 &1 A
g HAT IS AGl S B ﬁﬂ?c[ H GST Compensation Cess W &R I8 Central
Excise (Amendment) Act, 2025 TIT TRIT &1 AT ) #31 Sit 7 22 RyawR, =il
TR & U8l f&7 Second Generation GST gd fpar Bl 3?1%5 AIETY A common
man I relief fratT %, business P boost fFrelT %\'I Hﬁﬂl'l, Next generation GST H three
slabs %, R4 5 per cent, 18 per cent %\' IR sin goods - S tobacco %, YT HATAT
%\, aerated drinks %, luxury goods %\;, ITH 40 per cent tax %\Tl

AT SUFHTANRT HEIGY, AT Bl ofd BAR Q¥ &I U 9gd go! Al g1 ¥
T medical doctor g 3iIR 3110k HIEIH | H& R SREIRTIT DI a1 ared § &
carcinogens, fSTA®! 5T A HER BICT &, SN dalp ¥ Xl 2, $9d Rdrd dargp 4
blood vessel BT ST lumen ?EFIT%\’, 39 blood vessel Tl lumen - W, blood vessel
®T valve SId BIT 8 3R lumen &H &Il %\r, RTTd A1ETH I heart attack 31X brain
stroke STT EﬂﬂTﬁ?ﬁEﬁ?ﬁ %, smoking ?ﬁaﬂ%’@r lung cancer B diseases Ul Eﬁ‘cﬁ%l

AT SYFATILT ST, ST b H a8 o 9Ra g+ | a1 &1 gl
G ST SYHIHI 3R IUEH 2| Ta1g TR A& R different studies W 81 Fal &
HIRT H 267 millions, AT 29 per cent WY, T bl 7 fheil ©T H AT BT
UG B B TG & HR 70 ARG W AfH AN BT AT Bl 2| da1 MR dd1h
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ISl b BRI B dTell SIHATRAT BT 31TH qIel 1.77 lakh crore I |l 318 81 3R
<1 A HH BN, 1 I8 dIST B 8l Febell 2

AT SYFHMRT HBIGY, I8 [A89® SHfed & folt Agcyqul 3R eI 2|
R, 37id T &b H1EgH I I8 frsehy Y 3111 & fdb 3R 10 per cent HIHT A Y
dH a1 WY, Tl 4 per cent to 5 per cent HH WU BT AR [ILAYHR BAR <2 &
JaT IR TR AR o ARG H FER BT

HEICY, 33 fAE BT I 2 oIVl Bl BIBRD ATl | GR BRAT, DR Tl
# stability ST, ¥Ry &F H JYR HRAT 3R IATGD [HAMI & 7 TR ez
&A1 B| HEIG Y, TP production H TATRI LT AT 2, BH gD HUR A I H+]
g1 ST o 39 g1 2 6 IRA da1gp UISaRM # number 2 TR 2, I8 980 d! 7141
¥ a1 HTeaR BIdT &, olfdhT 34T Wil & TeT-3TelT YIT 91 Y &, &H JeT
HAT A% AT ST P Aged H TT-3TlT Wil b o7y AT-37e G § b o

HqBIqy, [HAM B9R <X &1 g 21 A Joiqa 81, d <31 HoIgd 8idl &l
ey TR |l R YH1E ISdT 8, GRBR B A1l W R 95 381 2, SHfoly da1d
T AT YA 81 &, 3Tl T8l © — H QAT §HsIdl gl d91d production @1 SIS
AT I ST T AT THRT AT BT ARy | S HICATEd DR & (ol g ARBR
%WW@W-WsohemesW@%IW%W@@WW,ﬁﬂl_rlﬁiﬁq
G A &, STD! Wil B! MY ISR H el Sl AR SATGT 2, Aieordl B
el b1 W, STl AR S Bl Well, FA dlell B 4 AT9DHRT Bt &l §
ESIRIEATNCIRINEIRSCIRICIES I

&4 eI T8, Vel ST/

A SUGHIIIT HB1Sd, AdTd b Wd 4 2ATS] SITG] BHTS Bl Febell B, offh
IRR H R I &, SHGY WY BHRI a1 A SATGT Bl © 3R w@Rey
HHTT P (1Y ST DI Wl HH HRAT A PR S A1 &, Tl ST Dl Bl
BT, 1T G TR A BHTIT SIT Febell B, Tl WIIT §AT Y a19 81 31 Aehell
Bl

qEICY, el Yeal & A1 ¥ o<t w3t ATy et WA it &1 srfia
HRAT § 3R 39 fA99% &1 FUIC Bl /) AT G, 9 18 Solkl 9 & 8 a1
faRTe er & B, # ST AT AT § 5 I8 fAgue qv Wi o g0 & ol B,
Sl 39 < 3R AN B 8o & oY FUIC B HEIGY, e | AU d1d I@ Bl
3R S b 7Y ATUhT g8 -Igd g=gdr|

4.00 P. M.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Masthan Rao Yadav Beedha.
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SHRI MASTHAN RAO YADAV BEEDHA (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Deputy Chairman,
Sir, on behalf of Telugu Desam Party and our leader, hon. Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh, Shri Nara Chandrababu Naidu Garu, | support this Central Excise
(Amendment) Bill, 2025. Under the able-leadership of hon. Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, the Government has taken a decisive step to maintain stable
taxation on tobacco products as the GST Compensation Cess is going to be phased
out. This Bill ensures that the overall tax burden on tobacco remains high,
discouraging consumption while safeguarding public health and Government
revenues.

Next is public health and protecting the nation’s youth and vulnerable groups.
The GST 2.0 reforms, effective from September 2025, have raised the tax on sin
goods like cigarettes and other tobacco products to 40 per cent. By keeping tobacco
expensive, the Government is directly contributing to the reduction of non-
communicable diseases and promoting a healthier, more productive population.

Next is fiscal stability and ensuring revenue neutrality for Centre and States.
The GST Compensation Cess was always a time-bound mechanism agreed upon by
all States. This ensures that tobacco does not become a cheaper, protecting public
health and preserving revenue neutrality for both the Centre and States. States will
continue to receive 41 per cent from divisible pool.

Sir, in conclusion, tobacco taxation is, and must be, a tool for protecting
public health. But, tobacco farming is, for lakhs of families in Andhra Pradesh and
other States, a question of day-to-day survival. Their labour, resilience, and adoption
of scientific practices have enabled India to become the world's second-largest
exporter of unmanufactured tobacco and have already helped the Government deliver
on its promise of doubling farmer incomes in the sector. We must make efforts to
combine a strong deterrent against harmful use with an equally strong safety net and
opportunity framework for our tobacco farmers.

With this, | support this Bill on behalf of the Telugu Desam Party. Thank you,
Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Madan Rathore.

it FigH JMStS (TSI W), 37U+ 931 f& Aol yaregst (JHeHT) fadl, 2025 IR
greT P 3TaR 3T, ST foTv 3iusdhT =arg|

TeIed, fauell AT Sedl 7 39 {9t &1 faxiy fohan| 931 a8 |HsT T2l o
o ST IcuTE AR Dl MR BT 2, Al S IR YRS ST ol &1 ST 3R SE
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SIT 31T T8Il ©, ST ST Sva] IR AT & $ATol | fha1 Sy, df S99 S0
RIT URTST 8 AT Bl

SUGHIRT HEIG Y, BH F ST & 1eh Udh SJalTg, 2017 DI SIYFST S §AT 21|
I Y JATHT TR TR b IS Yo FHAT B (&I 7 211 B TR -
ST TG, TP Scdla, Sisiel, Ugll e & UDR-F H Vg Al Sivdct A &
dTe THITH R YaraTgsl ST Terl Ul ot 3R gl | &fyfcT A o 1 o1, i
o dfa av & forg e am ol 1) A e, Ui faR) |red 91 3R o fo
ORI o deblale qRHAT 1 Siyde] &l Ry =i (6ar S9 G690 594
&I 3R I BT UTaeT o] QT AT, AT faR1e {1 o1l 4 59 et &1 a9
81 9T X7 | BN SHge! a1 areedt off, IR S99 fewd =181 oft| I8 oft 9w} Siea ©
b I PBfemic Are B f ST 7d1 7 & BIe B b (&A1 AT S FHI ! Fefah
ft 21 oY, ST A 91 B8 ST 3T 8, offdhd &=+ # ff¥a a1fayl 9%, 89R <9
& YL HAI, RO R A1dl off 7 98 2 fGwg iR dad ffwa & =&l
s, afcw afiqfa A9 e Il BI |l $H96T YRT %1 137 - I8 91d 89 99
ST 21 39 IR UaATSST St 9@l SIRe]] o1 81 $99 UR g JAYRT T8l 8! A1fey|
AR, TG DT Ha Udh 9gd dl FARIT §l 9 9 S © [ TRy AI¢ IRE A
SART 59 RIBR Bid & 3MR fawa # T A BN dTell /1l 3§ o9 17 Jirerd wRd |
Bl &1 I8 92l © & Fed TH1G, S W, ST, g1 S & JAN A g &
IR, Sl Bl HAR S SHTRAT 81 ST 1 598 fh Sl I 91T ¥l =81 11l b
IR U IR ot g9t € 1o it g S9d bl H TW1d BT HU1 Il Il o,
T IHDT g 41 81 ST 50T G &, Al 59 UR P2 S BT 9T
a1 SITY, 39T BalcdTRd BR- BT WA fhaT STU, df 594 fhdd! JIRT 81 Tl
87 SHD! G DI STORd 81§ I8 e+ HR=1 =g fb g dd1g Scaral 9 oo d
R A g, Jarsti H sHd IUAN & {7y FAIATET BT 3R 42 URUCT RIS
I D1 9 &1 11 Dl AT 271 59 fAerge o1 S5y, SHede! efayfd oy T
B & 918 I 39 IUTGD! & qIsT Bl GRIAT I |l ST6dl §1 I8 9 89 S 8 3R
g 1 94l 7 Il far § 1 Rmve, RMR, g9e 1R 5,000 9 11,000 T Ui BSIR
RETT B T ¥ I Yob ol I8 W g AT ST+ diell © b IcuTa] Bl
f&rshY OR 40 Tferere Sgac! erfergfcl FHTST 814 b g1 |

eIy, § 1 IO I AT &, ATy § o™ & ¥ H $B a1 31Mah
A 98T BT A ST | 41 BT ITINT Ao gl g8 e 41
IRIRIc ST a1 D1 Haw DR &l by AGely, Sl AR B Sl 8, d fad 4
FIGY BT B BT &, AfhT Wl I H IPR Sl &1 GBI, drs! bl ITANT
IR &3] H 98 AP 2 3R 3l JhR ¥ I8 (BRI H 4 g1 o a1 5| faenfeai
H ol $H®T TN gg1 ST ¥8T 21 e Y Q1T S0, S gei, d Hizad g 9
39T I RRT &1 &l SISt SUIRT & g H H8 ANl dhad o b ST 7oIg] &l
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3IR B E1M| H dE1 aredl § f SaUTe Yo $IREM UR o Y81 2, I8 fodl far
UR 81 o aTelT &1 fhar Al Tarep b1 SUTe Bl &, Ol 99 R hls oo T8l o,
S IR Dlg AR TIATSST SYCT 81 o7 e 81 TaTgsT SIS fbll AofgR ux 4} =1E}
ST R8T 81 AofgR AfS ISt 911 &, 1 99 WR Hl T8l o7 Y81 &1 I8 hacl bl W
I, ST UG BRI, IS S UR SV dTell &1 ST ! T B Bl ST
ITD! TEI &1 TAN IBT UR 11 ST, [ DS #feb B B &l DI, IRI, gal,
gIeTqR, WRAYR H A1 T ISt IS B 21 S/ fhAmi Bl JHa T8l 7, e
HOIGR 1 Al JHA T8I B

AEIGY, AN I8l $ax & AXIST 9gd ! ATA1 H 3M &1 Iy ® | USie |
Th QAT o1 317l 8, Sl diebTR Ugad] 8, 99 o Bl A1 &1 Al gIRT dacl B hax
TR T HoR ¢4 ¥ o1 17 21 I fdr & 91d 81 599 ds 99 €, el fiiem
DI ATITIHAT 5| I I el © (b g8 o Hl GRIE 27, I8 ey Wl g=rdl
g, TE JAT3I Bl T2 3 b BT BT W HRAT &, TT 3D RURAT W1 3717 3R I
& ol Bl I QRIS X BT B B I8 T IR DI FRHT H A BT B
AT BTN TSR 3R AT [T B R Hheldh| H GUR AT 59 I F 372
S B a1l &, 1 59 [T g4 g forr ex1 =1ey & fbg gor 4 89 Al &l
TIH STANT B 9 b | 3D TV fhd bR W &9 VAT TITRT BN fh AINT 59 3R
IS 1 1 3R gHD Uit BT A TSl 81| $HH B R 81 A, SHD! [T B
DI STERA 8, 7 [ 39 IR ST I T ST B! &l Y31 I8 Tl H a1 37737 [ 5
RIS 1 a1 B8l 2! 89 Aad! ey Tt SIHIRAT Bl b2 & forg, s9RT <91
GRIAT T2, THART AlSTdT YR I8, SHRT gdT YR I8, 98 HTh Tol, 39d aN 4
T B B SToRd 21 hddl faRIE BT 8, $AfeTY faRig R & folv WS 811, I8
Sieh 1T 21 &1 | fIeary & A1 dedl g b I8 [ faxiy RRar gifeed #ear e,
<dTep P GHHIE] R Rch TN & TR g 3R T &1 DI A DRl 81 gAY H
fEaTgde e &Rl § & I8 e 9Ra far Sgl 89RT <31 w@RY 3R |3h
e &1 faemm H o1 g

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri G.K. Vasan.

SHRI G.K. VASAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, health is wealth. Tobacco leads to bad health.
Vision of the Central Government is very good. It is excellent. People of all sections in
the country are benefited because of it. For example, Government health
expenditure, as a percentage of GDP, rose from 1.13 per cent in 2014-15 to 1.84 per
cent in 2021-22. Sir, per capita health spending tripled between 2014 and 2022, rising
from Rs.1,108 to Rs.3,169.

Sir, key initiatives of this Bill include the Aayushman Bharat Program benefiting
55 crore people in this country. | would like to say this is a continuing measure. It
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does not impose any new taxation. What was earlier collected under cess will now be
under Central excise. Money collected, which is 41 per cent, will also be shared with
the State. Sir, in the other House, there were a lot of murmurs that bidi workers will
be impacted. That is really not the case because the hon. Minister gave a clear
assurance that there is no change in the tax incidents on bidi. The rate remains the
same with no increase, even by one paisa. It means the employment of poor bidi
workers will not be lost. Sir, | would like to conclude by saying that the hon. Finance
Minister has another Bill for cess on Pan Masala and that money can be used for even
more expenditure on health and will improve the health of the people, of the country.
My party, Tamil Maanila Congress (Moopanar), will always support this Bill.Thank
you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank vyou, Vasanji. Now, Dr. Ajeet Madhavrao
Gopchade.

S1. AR ARG MUBS (FERTER): ITTHMRT A, H A 9 #41, e
TS AT ST BT BIfGd AT AT E, Rifd I I8 IS ATdh U g3 o
BT M [T 81 Y STAURITE B9 & A1Y-A1Y Uh Sldex U4 Rifhcdd & & H I8
W1 £ e g 6 98 f9dae wad Iora gig a1 o= Henes &1 fawg =181 2, afes
I8 PRIS! AR b S, TR 3R I b AT DI GRIET B aTell b 9T
HSH §l B GUI S & 1 WIRT S gaT Q2 4, ST81 SART SR d1g SATHIeT
AT WRA &I BAR] Fad T$! YSil &, Ii da1p oI Ie1g Yeb HI AR Bl
ORE B B &l TR RERE, [T AR a1 dTel dd1d Jd131i & {77 ATy 6
&R I S €1 U R 79 oIl o1 Sl &, <1 g8 gfth dacl R &1 I&l, dict a8
N YRR IR 31(h, ATRID MR AHISTD dI9 g ST &1 H 37 STy & Siia
¥, Fafecad I Sitaw § UH 3 YRAR oW &, S8l da1p &I FoIAT Heol [Tl 4
8%, N AT ol $HR, S STAR, SllaR h¥R, ATHHD 8BS Ach, SIS
B, TSR HaR, UhATST HER, DI HoR TR g5l V! 980 IR 39T 9
S ¥ B go8 A 81 S B

I8 [48¥®h Yo WaRATDh dsh Dl b bl Ycb FLh YATH &, Hlih SHD]
FEIY IO 1 21 SHDT LY SIoila Bl ¥efl 21 24 Ig W G9s1d € fob shuwel &
gecldl & d1g AlS qdTd IeqTaT R HR WG] bl T WU A Fferd 7 fbar oy,
Y ST AP AR BlIbR JaAT3H &b BT b U8l A e Ioil A gd Al o
I A9 T BT HEI 91 B I JaT3l BI Ugd I R BT ATsdl 8, Allh ol
31R Plefll H Il WU YR TeebTel I3 SIIT ST e |

$B AN I8 dd od & [ B IgM ¥ Y ATIR I, oifeh FeaTs I8 2 fh
AIGI IRBR 7 GBI A &b foy T IR A ¢ Us o9 claTdh, dMT Yobh
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gfe | 7TEl, gfcth HHSIR ATET F UU] 81 olfh IT Al ARPR &l I8 Ala] WD
HHGIR eI &, dieh TS HOIYA SNIal aTell Hiql TRBR &l T A Bl dTell A
DI B I[SG b WY H T8 o ST X1 &1 HB G, FANR UG &b A1 =<dl, AN
JRITY HAT, A ST YT g1 Sl B H A I AR <h b1 d18al § (b
I8 AT WX, UV TR HISHS Bletsl DI WITYAT AR TRIG URIRT Bl
Ry Y& H a9 - 99 a1 | B dTell Al Bl S6iH oA b wd H T
TEDHY, 3T A% B BT W U T91 B IR A1 & A1 4 {531 81 SHE Fefd
I8 YT hacl B HUB T8l &, dicth B HdT 99 g o] TAMY § AT ARXBR BT 7
AR eh BT Aed] § 15 89 Rith R HUT PR dlell IRPR 78l &, dieh &9
FR FIT B dTel AN & 5T TR & AT ¥, I8 IATE Yo Bl ol [A99F &, I8
U g GUT BT BT & | AT AT ST b HIEAH A YR Q2 W) | Ja13i & &< H 3dD!
RI o T, SHBI ABATH & 1Y, I8 Yo 95 <1 BT DR 8T 2

HEIGY, ST8l Ao (BTl Bl I B, T8l I8 W W B 1 ATaWIH © &b I8
BT (HAH UR G 8] ST ARBR - B [AfIeTHRUI BRIBH! b ATEgH | Io
e, TiRTEToT iR AT TS 6T 81 37ic S9! 3 & by 941, I a1
S B RS Bdd IR ¥RAT 9 Joh B &1 U YT fhar <11 3871 21 9% fags
FHIe TP FOIC I ST T8l &, dfed Tdh U1 Arfed daded 8, Sl I8 dedl ¢ &
ST BT @R, ST DI JAILAT AR S &b Jarsll &I 9=, I AH1 AF H, Uh
TR & A1 S U 1 IS $78 A BIS U HHAGIR BIAT &, 1 SR 31 T2l 9¢ Al
Bl

HEIGd, J81 W IR Sl By ORI 9ar €, I8 9gd IR 3MRY oY &,
Il @ 3TRIY ST R Fel S & 3R Fa= H IR T8l ¥8d ol d Y gR 37RIY
ST & 31X fhR YIS ey W S 8, <ifdhe STd 89K A1l a1 &R @, 9 Seh!
G &b o I8l Bl T81 &d 2| Helad, H 59 e & "egHq I Pl arsdl § 1o
TR U S I8 © b S 89 S Hoh WIRd dl {61 81 2, 99 21 379 g dargp
q<h WIRA A1 BRAT &1 T8 BIH BH AIGT Sl P HIEIH W HRAT 51 IS qd1 H1b Wk Dl
ST 919 7, 1 O BAR g1 Sff S b WIRA R I8 8, 9N 2 31d IR 98T & IR
AES ARl Bl bR a1 G HIRT DT 81 HIUF b WIRd o1 81 &1 bl &, olfch
319 dTg Hh AR B b, Tb HIRH Wk, Uh AIh DGl & HIEIH ¥, Al il &b
gcd H &4 3N g+ B

AT SUFHTILT Heled, § qui {57 & |1 He-T dredi g & g8 eneH,
2047 ¥ '"fIHRIT HRA' BT S AIGT ST BT QUAT 8, ISP A1 ST gail 2, e
WY hddl geTol Aal, dieth S Bl YUl &, FSTaH ATl &I SHoll had bl
T, dfcth I BT 2ARE 7 R ORIH B a1 HId U HT A1e9H 781, qleh
AT YRET BT g 21 H $9 (987 BT €6 AHLT BT 9184l g, $afoTg fd 39d
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31T aTelt YISt Dl o4 Bl 1 @ISl & Udhe & HUR ol BIdT & — "<aTgp A a8
BIMERS 2", "39H 9gd qa1d dId 8kl 21" I IR 9ol 8, difdh 99 $8 ARBR
DI DHRAT AMBY, VAT &9 IR AN Dl 61 A1 MY ST § 9 $HD! ADR Uh
ST 3TQ Tl B4 AMRY, i A $© TR Bl BT Al ST T BRI ? FHAN O
qrEal ®l i 39 5 3fialel H g4l 8191 ATl ST 89 3fialel R Hiid
DI S W TR W {31, HIUF Job IR (61, 9 1 89 IR Fias Fdd? da1dp
Hh AR D1 AT I ST BART ART ST, R D STeiell, g ol
ST 3R AR HHG] Bl HADBR T8 BT BT 124

TEIey, H gafey 39 A9 &1 e wwd ovar g1 H 39 981 ¥ JNIE &l
¢ &% 89 w9 fiaax Tg Nkl a7 iR U@ € Hdhed I fh &1 9Rd &1 hdd
3N wY F &1 781, dfcth [fTd, AHTTD 3R Wy &l eftc | Wt fawq &1 srgoft
R g1 &1 BHIN AT Sl Sl 59 fa%d H 89R 8GRI &1 Yo FeTa<dl & o4 H 31
PR S T &, 394 IB 91 Job AR 41 U 98d 991 HeA 8 d1ell &l b 3
aTet RgE &I gR a1 Wl & 811 # <7 8, B9 S-S 89T gt digt &l g
aRE I da1p G1b B H goR A18d o Mifde (g St & TR, dias A AT g
..(TT DY G9LY)... TBT IR BH YRT 7T Ih SMHATT I I8 &1 H 9! vy H 3muy
o8 1el=T Rl § 1 59 <21 i arefeyger Wl AHTeldl 3iR a1 J1h WIRa Hl Bl
UG A1 B, H U] 9gd-9gd g=IdIG <h Bl gl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Shri Haris Beeran; not present. Shrimati Seema Dwivedi.

sirert Ah fgadt (SR ueen): AR SURHIUl HEIGY, 31U qe ga Aecayul
eI UR I BT TR AT 8, $HP [T H 3119 Uil SATHR <h BT dTsil g

qBIgY, H $dg IUE-Yedb (AAE) fA89gd, 2025 TR U+ fTaR 1@+ &1
3R ST < FoTY SMUehT g=IdTe Bl ¢ Fad Ugel § 31U+ sigd v #3il arexviiy
TS AIGT Sl IR A1 f<T w21 el e HIaRor it &l g=are o1 s g,
T8I T2T o o4 G, ST TR 3R HEIg Hel, §7 A1 Bl &1 § G §U
AEIYUl ARG Fa &b FHe UK (b1 &

Teled, fhudl 4l IR &1 g 8idl € f$ g8 wey 3R JRefl & IR H
BN AR FART ATD Y AXBR §9 91 Bl ol DR V8l 8 b AN & w@eed bl by
3BT YT S AAT 3 920 b1 Al GRET Y Bl SMYI 3HD IR H BAR] ARBR GRI
dvE 9 forar #R 32 B

[THE VICE-CHAIRPERSON (SHRIMATI S. PHANGNON KONYAK) in the Chair. ]

TS, GIIAT Sl & b <aTgp & BT febarit HaTies SIHTRAT BIell &1 SH1,
R, T4 F TR onfe 9gd IR U SrElar Bkl 2, S darg ok Rwe anfe
RG3IT & HIT & HROT BRI & FADT AHT & &1 AID & - U ™Il dl I8 © fh
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$9P foTT STH-SIRROT TATIT ST, ST -STFAT TATIT ST, FHI - IR IRBR I
Bl 8, TI=T AT 8, TR el 8, TAR BRel § 3R G-I a)Ih] I8 & b Sl
U A 2, daTgp W AT S avqq 8, ST ST A B (AT 1Y b ST
HR- ATl I S9PT WIS & IR | A b BT, 399 541 U1 <0 2

HeIedT, § g8 W Be1 arsdl § % oIl & 9 §9 IR SR 9gd o & T QT
T IET & fb ST 39 OR o711 81 U8 91 Fa! 78] & fb 39 IR <o oI 21 91f S b
fegpet Seet 21 fduer 1 &1 81 © b 59 IR SR SATET o T &, offh H I8 Heal!
% [ I8 SH®T Socl gl BIs Al ANRG da1dp IHTGT HH B, A1 98 WY B
3R SR TR TS BT, SRUATT T ST US| ST WRY Je! ¥, dl 98
JEAR BTH BRI IR I8 d8dX BIH BT, Al I8 dgdx ST Yt UTST BRI THH
JTh T A I8 W = fb 59 By afth Wifh1 o1 8, RRe fiar g, @
S e arel g 9 9=di & R & HUR 98d ERE 3R Tedl 2| I8l dd b
3R =T 3= /1 & T4 # 2, Tl I ISP HUR 9T R 3R Il B

AT, 22 RIdeR, 2025 BT IRBR 7 ST Tl | ARBR Bl SHUAST g™
% BRI 48,000 HRIG YUY DI HICT G311, T ST DI BIIGT Bl, FHADBT €T H I
PR GBI - RIS D T 7 B Y ST] DT HAT DR &b oY SITESt &l a1
T BT B (BT IR < &b 379 Afhl, AITRAT, T g1 AT & 1Y IS qId
He! [ °c! Sydc!, e SUBR, g=iars Akl TRER| 599 IN 997 H eil o1 AT8id
3ITATI ST a1 g€ T3 fh <21 ¥R H 39 IR # Y =i g1 Y &1 TS|

I, AT IR BR glg B 98 A8cdqUl had &l BH IR U9l U 317d &
IR U9, [SER, ufees ere, o 94l uaell 3§ dagp &l Aa urgs IWRIG d9d &
AT SITET B &1 RTRe 1971 2 &t 91 81 Fabat 8, RiRe 91 fawmar 81 aaar
g, olfth=T U1 21 & fob darep @i 1 famar 81 Geball 81 el Dl AT SATET UG
B &, Fifh I8 g1 AT A el S} 81 79 1 & IR 241 ¥ 9|1 & b 5H-
qgdT T8l 8, oifh 3R forelt & 1 § UH-UN &1 ¥BT &, ol 997cd aTedT 81 981 <l
2 b g1 A1 < SIRTY1 99 AT A1 I8 <l 8111 9 dlg YalTgd 8l o, blg HaHld
T8l T, BIg 91d Aol ol 3R [l & g1 9 el el 775, ol U1 S i Hel STl 5
TP IR § 29 9 31 Y&l oft, 99 § faurys =81 off, Jive F81 oft, 99 29 & U Foud
Gl 91 X2 o, D] TR IR U< H Rl diefd &, Il 99 dTel 7 SHH B8l [h
3T eI IS ST §TS 81 I orad & fos T =127 Bl gRefl S=iH S9!
M R A b 3l geabl, Ta dTel, dd Sxdl Wl BT BATS| AdoAd WT ST
aRIg 8 T 39% IR | H 3MMUD! T TS| HEIG AT, H ARBR DI 99T <1 A8l §
e EARY WRBR, AT YL H3i1 Sfl, TAR & H3l, ATGROY AT 2AME S, g1 Ha
I8 Hehed fordT & foh g WIRA Bl TRMM-H7h BN, QX ARG Dl SIall-Jxh HIl, I¥ HIRA
DI TGP -H<h BN VAT Hehed BHARI TRBR 1 o1 81 HEIG T, VAT Hebed of T 41
2T, Rifh 3HH 9gd A1 SHIRAT Bl &, HaR BIdT 51 HER BT 9gd A2 Sl
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BIAT §1 H AIGl WRBR B! g=yd1a gil fh 7811 Hax I Sd18dl R ¥ SIUHC! Bl
GH DHRh I SISl H GIAGT UG Bl Bl olfch, SHBT Aold I8 T8l feh &4 el
G, SHHT AdAd I8 e [ 89 RIReE 41V 3R a1 @

3rft AR fager & arelt S1. FIY Ure® St &8 W2 9 fh GRAR 7 SR 9T
BIIGT ol T BT [T 2, THY g Bl BIIGT B H I =T 18! § 1 Sl U=
g Pl AT &, STH | 41% U AR I1sA] B At ST 81 AT i 71 099 8, S
SIRT el BIhR IV b IAT Bal 8 fb ST 41% BUIT AR UTH a1 & S bl
3T &, BT § T8 o[I? T8 Pls WSl BIBR IIY, oAb Dls a8l gdrdl 8l S
TR IRBR BT BTH HRAT AT &, ST WY TRIE 31T AT 781 B B

HEIST, 39 (A8 P H1eyq 9 1 Hecaqul W2e {6y U &1 uge, A
T TR IR DR 64% F TGTHR 70% DR g1 AT &1 TR, T aTed a1 IR 25%
®I gl PP 59 100% B [T AT 2

THE VICE- CHAIRPERSON (SHRIMATI S. PHANGNON KONYAK): Please conclude.

el A fga<d): 3 91 Aenes dad i o1 o 781, afcd 5H- TaRey B ver
BT U I 3MaeIdH sWIEY §l Ia1p A B dTell IHIRAT I I H ARG AT
JHIIAT B & IR ey UR WK {11 a1 gsdl &l WTAHBR, Sl ¥hel 3R Dlelol &
g €, d $HGT T SIIGT B &) U H 39 BRI bl gaMT e - SRARY B
ST BT WIT B B H 7EG BRI

THE VICE- CHAIRPERSON (SHRIMATI S. PHANGNON KONYAK): Please conclude.

gt Ahn fgadt: g8 ve AxreH Bed 81 fhdl o1 wWRey 3res] Ve 3R wWRey
fSTST 91el S SR &, 9 IR R Yo 971 [adT 1Y, 1 H FAehl ¢ [ I8 U

RTTANY $hed 2l

qEISYT, A1 T |3l ST Bl STfed ara § g8 Aene= qred) YT Furd
gl UBd, A9 b)WY HH BN I ST-ReY H JUR ST ...(AHT DI ).
FHY AR ? ST STeal ! 3741 A1 98 $O 1! &

IUIUTHET (2 TH. BIRTETE BI=TH) : 379 39 conclude BT

il W fgadt: ORI, Sea AR a1 & HIEH W WRGR DI TSI TSI B8I1TT, S
M TABY wqeey, et iR IS BT & HRIBAT § STINT & TH| 39
UhR, TJg G R & GUg 721, dfch lld BTl hl bhg | IG- dTell 39 fad
M &1 fovar g, et WRig g9ede iR feam auede efeai g1 ug fidaes e
RN fagrges 121, afew Wig w9ede f[Ad9® 21 darh b1 Fad Afdh gHHE W9
IRARI IR gedl B, A8 98 SR BT 91 &1, A1 AT & JHAM HI 9isf &1 T
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ON ON C

FrferedT @d &1 91T 811 S9¢ A1 B, GRBR b & fal o Af &7 o BT 2
91 [HAT dblctd BEcl B 3R 96 Hbh, SHD oY Thild! FHT, TR
SUAE AT IR BN fAfeor ex= SRit Nl SRaR a1 wafiedr § gl
(Y DI °3Y)... HEISAT, I8 U Hed YUl fd8s B

THE VICE- CHAIRPERSON (SHRIMATI S. PHANGNON KONYAK): Dr. Fauzia Khan.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Madam, the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill,
2025 revives excise duty on tobacco products after the GST compensation cess
expires, undermining GST’s foundational promise of one nation-one tax. This will
leave manufacturers dealing with two tax audits, two valuation regimes, double the
filings and the risk of old excise disputes. The Bill and its Explanation do not clarify
how the dual systems would coordinate or share data nor do they address the added
compliance burden.

Madam, Parliament must, therefore, demand a clear harmonization framework
through unified audits, shared portals or transitional rules before approving this shift.
Absent such safeguards, the Bill risks fragmenting India's indirect tax structure while
complicating compliance for the tobacco industry. As far as safeguards are
concerned, so many Members have spoken about health risks. First, e-commerce
and quick commerce platforms are delivering cigarettes and other tobacco products
without any real age verification, making it frighteningly easy for children and minors to
access them and weakening the very protections built into the COTPA. Second, the
100-yard prohibition meant to keep tobacco away from the school, hospitals, etc., is
simply not being enforced, whether offline or online. Digital delivery allows these
products to reach children without any of the safeguards that exist in the physical
world. | urge the Government to state whether it has taken cognizance of these
violations and what action, through notices, penalties or prosecution, is being taken
to ensure that online platforms do not become the easiest gateways for our children
to obtain tobacco. Health risks are many and this has been noted also by the
Supreme Court, which has called this a generational threat. It is a multi-dimensional
public health emergency. My question to the Government is: Since divinity descended
on this nation 11 years back, does divinity allow us to provide poison to the population
for money? Are we not going to think about getting away with this? India spends far
more on treating tobacco-related disease than it earns from taxing it. The economic
cost of tobacco use stood at Rs.1.77 lakh crores in 2017-18, while excise tax
collections that year met barely 12 per cent of this burden on our families and health
systems. This is not just a fiscal mismatch; it reflects the human cost we can no
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longer afford to give. If we are ready to compromise health with this system, | do not
think we are anywhere near divinity. | would like to speak about lip service to divinity.
If we are just calling ourselves very divine, very spiritual and talking about it, it will get
us nowhere. Shakespeare has said, ''Nothing gets nothing out of it." So, we are just
saving nothing and earning nothing because we are in the same place, compromising
with the health of our citizens. | urge the Government to send this Bill to the Standing
Committee on Finance for thorough examination and report on integration and also
come out with a comprehensive policy which also gives us an enlightenment of what
are the health risks, how much are we spending on tobacco-use-inflicted diseases
and how much we are earning out of it. If we make a comparison, | think, it will show
us that if we do away with this revenue, the health of the nation will progress, but we
will also go towards financial positivity in a few years.

THE VICE- CHAIRPERSON (SHRII\/IATI S. PHANGNON KONYAK): Shri Haris
Beeran.

SHRI HARIS BEERAN (Kerala): Madam, Vice-Chairman, we are discussing the
Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025, which is an indirect taxation. What is the
concept of taxation, particularly direct taxation like income tax and all? There will be
different slabs for different revenue people earn like till Rs.4 lakhs, there will not be
any taxation, from Rs.4 lakhs to Rs.8 lakhs, it will be 5 per cent, from Rs.8 lakhs to
Rs.12 lakhs, it will be 10 per cent, etc. Therefore, the concept of taxation is that the
people who earn more revenue will have to incur more tax. Now, unfortunately, in this
particular Bill, the increase in duty on unmanufactured tobacco from 64 per cent to 70
per cent and chewing tobacco from 25 per cent to 100 per cent will disproportionately
affect the poorest and most vulnerable sections of the society, who are more likely to
consume these. Now, these are all cheaper and traditional forms of tobacco and
these are consumed by these vulnerable sections of the society. So, a hike of 400 per
cent on chewing tobacco is regressive, making the poor bear the brunt of the sin tax.
Now, | can understand the ‘sin tax’ concept. ‘Sin tax’ concept is actually brought in
so that the health as well as the welfare of the society can be managed accordingly by
putting additional tax on these particular products. But, the problem is that all
measures to promote these products are actually in place now. There is promotion of
these products through advertisements, huge film actors coming in, huge amounts of
moneys being spent, etc. So, there is no restriction or regulation, as far as the
promotion of these particular products is concerned. Now, when the Government
claims that these measures target consumption and not production, the immediate
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hike in duty on unmanufactured tobacco from 64 per cent to 70 per cent directly
impacts the primary products sold by the farmers. This will naturally suppress the
market for their goods, regardless of diversification efforts. Now, the increase in duty
on tobacco for biris threatens the livelihood of lakhs of biri rollers who are largely
women from vulnerable economic backgrounds. The claim that this is not an attack
on biri workers is undermined by the economic reality of reduced demand due to
higher prices. Where is the dedicated welfare and re-skilling package for these
workers? If they had set apart a portion of this particular taxation for the purpose of
relocation of these vulnerable sections who are actually the manufacturers and the
consumers, then one could have understood. Now, who consumes these products?
It is not consumed by the wealthy, not the middle class; it is the poorest labourers,
migrants and rural workers who consume these. When the Government claims that
this is a public health measure, why is the brunt of the punishment falling on the
poorest?

Now, if the public health were the real priority, why is the harshest taxation
applied on the cheapest products used by the vulnerable, while the more affluent
users of premium cigarettes see a smaller proportional burden? The truth is simple.
This is revenue first and not health first. Thank you, Madam.

THE VICE- CHAIRPERSON (SHRIMATI S. PHANGNON KONYAK): Now, the hon.
Member, Shri Amar Pal Maurya.

1 3R UTel AT (SR U<0): SURHEIET HBIG Y, HIRT 3MTST X% AIGT Sff & Ided H
T Y Hehedl T YRT BR & T ST ST 2| STd A & TaTeed 3R GReT Bl qrdf
31T &, dl 7% Alal ARBR 7 I MAHSHAT BT GRT B o 17 £ Hehfoqd Blav
X ST DI GREAT DI TRET USH B & oY A a9 6y &1 IFH < & fomddt 1
dI- H I8 aTell Gfh 81, AdDh Siiae bl GR&T BHRAT 39 ARBR B i Tdh SR Bl
BN Tgel Wl T2 & 3R 980 IR GuRI Bl SToxd o, 37 GoIRI TR B B
JMTeIHAT Y, IfhT T B SIS & 918 H 60-70 ATl dP 59 I b HeX S
GURT B IR (] BT &1 &1 17 1R €1 SHITY 81 13T, il (el bl ST
oTTe T8l ATl 37T AR fauer & ggd AR A Widal | bal [ sHd S Fer
3R IR FeATH & AN Dl g5l SATGT (G 814 dTell &1 H STD] bl dradl g (o
I9d Saq & 1 RIcTare HRAT Hal db ~ITIEIT 21 3R SP S DI 8T B!
2, SP Sild Bl 91 &, df fhal W fRAfl & S &1 aegahdr g1 3 N
Higl WRHR o THRI1P UGl IR BRI A gl P HEIH I TP DI DI R F1Y
TG & folg, TG SYHNT H FHH! AT T ST TR YAl DI FEg B & e o
PsId IS YPob (ALNE) e, 2025 UK fbam AT 81 RTINS, TW1dh bad
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U 3MSd ol 7, I8 U &1 I&x 81 I8 Tex & fad B8R G & Al &l §HR
P BT Tl B IRl H SITHR &G BT IR YT &I, a1 STHufIferay &1 agf
ST & IR | STRex a1 I8¢l 9 37Hd 8Id1 8, U894 8l & fd 39 RNe 3R
TP S gu A AR A fobd bR 1 fRaferi gl 81 i1 TNe IRaR &, f9-dh ax #
SISl ) FaATY 81 & 3N R IRT Siia= uRaR & oY T axh &l ST & foru
AR & AETd 3R ASIGT B H <l STl 1. 39 GRAR BT JRIAT 519 FHR 81
STTAT T, &1 S¥P U 3ol & foru, ga1s & forw 39 7281 81 9, «ifed g 7<)
ARBR - 2014 | &1 Fhey forar o1 foh 51 <97 & <17 €, 98 918 TR 81, 3R 81 AT
et T TrepTR BT M 81, Sh WY 3R YRE B €S ¥, YT YT HRAT SAh
STrad &1 Tmrfiddr ot sfelT S8 S WA dT H§ TRy & dh: UH go! JroTT
R B BTl S8 ARG AR AT b AT A ANl & :eh garst bl
R B BT Hebed YRT (hT A8, ST 81 781, MU 3R &4 |4 7 i <1 &
o SIfth Bl 919 IR & A1egd A fhei W UhR o1 Jaem urd &1 911l 2, 91 SqD
STae H S 1 Aehedelih ST 9 STl 5| 519 89 dd1d B d1d B o - 4] FAN
AT AER 7 W el 7 {6 g9 fHami & Joar srm, a1 H S8 9ar aredl §
o # IH IRAR &1 TS §, IH URAR &1 42T §, T8l #Y 37 8- H 3f=ial | ugal
I ST B T Bkl Y| AT BT US Pel BIAT 8, <11d BIdT 8, HUR BIAT &, AN BI
IS g8 |l el gl 811, oifh d e & fawy # fhami & JHar ard HRd Bl
IgT IR fAUeT & ST bR BT B1H B &l HBIST, S817 60 ATl b I &b, THIST
& AN Bl “HRb FAT IR BIES B BT S U9 {Ha1 8, S M9 Bt Fl ST o
STP! 39 UBR &1 & o 3MTST <91 H e AIG) & Aged § T 41 2
HABIGYT, TR AlGl off 7 97 fHar & fh <91 & 3fex @is W) U1 ued 91 ©,

RTTPT 89 B HRb 8] fe@TidT| S8+ St H Hhed fhar g o -

37T &1 I HeT [FHarT,

8V T8 BT 81 [l Tl

77 § Gre<g faore o g1t

Tl Feverer W 41 5iet el

AEIGAT, I T, Sl dedT $X I2 & [h I IdTS H Sl <o a1 T &,

I ST B FIT BIRIGT BT, AN bl T BIIST 81T, AT H I I a8l § 1h
S AN B! HIRAT | Gk frerfl 519 I+ 19 Riclsd 91 o1, a9 Rl 7 S97a1
AT ST AT foh 19 &7 Rycisx <9 I T 81 ST, 519 S<81+ IaTerd §9d1¢ 9,
T Gt AR A SHBT AOTD ISAT AT, Sd Iai+ hIfds o T8I § IR BT
FHATT PRSP QX SRETIAT D1 F:ed JRAN 1 BT B fhar A1, a9 4T fquet &
TRl 7 HIE RN TEIRT BYd T UTY BT BT BTH {1 T, AR & Sfiaq &

£ Exupnged as ordered by the Chair.
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A1 RaeTars &= &1 & fhar 471 7819y, 39 RIddrs &I I8 <91 <W@dl & IR s9dh
foru I8 <91 S B /1% 81 B dTelT B

Heledl, A fHAHl B 91d B 8, H Bl fb § fGAr o1 91 g, s9R1
it darg ot Wl Bt s off, g W @) off &R 39 wrae #, 39 fadwe |
SAGAGd WX, fHd™l TR BIs < ol 7, Sl SYHIRDT 8, $dd I & HUR odd
ST T 8, R TN & [Jbr o Aroell iR e fha SIe "eiedn, $9
UBHR I THaTg Wl Bl a1 MaeTdHd 87 [aUet &1 B eX faeyd &1 faRiyg &=
Tl 71 31y gea ST, AfE ! YT & Ta 2 fh 39+ &ik Ul 8 waar 7,
I8 YRT G AP G Bl WDTR B b (oY TR B, olfch T a1l R Q2T Bl
ST D1 £ BRA BT AP Bl TBR Te| ol 37T <3 H, FATS § Sl 5T §, 98 99
$B Wl 8 3R F79 IRIR & 1 g4 VAT deT] Biell <l €, ST & 8H qHs
Fhd g1 39 RINT 3R da1gp & URSaR | Rl & STt §91a 81 1¢ 21 89 S9h
URERT BT YT 7RIl I IoTedd §U <@l ©l I URAR & Siiae § B3 FeraTell 31
hdl B, TR 59 G¢ & IR H BIg Al IhdT &, dI <20 &b JI] YLTHHAT SRy
T AIGT Sl 81 U1 A Adhd 81 Uh HElad &, foreds 9V 7 wel fdarg, gl wir o
v g7/’ 3ITST S FATS H, I AR DI ATl BT AT B P foTY TIR 7@ b
T = 1T Sit =1 3frear b & 1o <21 & 3iax fhdl 1 U &l I 31Ts, I8
ORT 397 TR dedl 2, R 98 o018 @i & 99K 81 81, Bifds df dHRI & 8,
AT ATl & ST T2 81, =78 Sl &1 MR I8 8l AR 39 d91d 3R Rve 9
e BT Aed |l A AIG] Sl & Igcd H HRP [GWIYI, BH 5HD] |l [RT BI1| I8
ST BT bl © 3R 79 Sfia bl Fhed A5 HIel URBR TI BT ©, Il S
ORT R DT e Wl U1 Bl 81 8H I8 BRI 2014 P HEH P A1 31X AT ST §AR]
AN TH B ARBR YR §g 2, A9 A Bb [SERT 8| AT STHHTEIE H81G3l,
Uoe oo Il § WRBR 7 WY & &3 H g WR W 997 [Ha1 812014 TP <91 4
TR o b el AT GRATT o, Tlfh 379 Ig AT @R 23 Bl bl 5l 3 AR AISHA
BTGl Bl TRT W SR B TG B, Rilfdh O Slde] DI T 931 9 Wy &
&3 | ANTR®T Bl & B S AR STaex] Bl AT B 9¢ - $9d ¢ Afsdhd
BTGl DI T IQT5 Ts| H T ITR YW I 31T g, I8l BART WRBR 7 Ahed
foram 8 fop qR T b B el H AfSehel Dletsl B eyger YiAfeed ol Srg| st
42 F71 ¥ WiSH e Bietsl WU 81 b &1 TS ARG ST YIS R 3Texofi v
Al S Bl ARBR DI MAHBAT © b I @th BT Siiad JRIE 8l bl 3HD
3TN, RIS TSI & q&d BRISI AN & [Ty T 3iR AT SATSH Dl AT Bl
TS 21 319 TF A BRIe | 31AF 7SI BT TSl 39k i 81wl g1 I8 A
ARBR T, [T SHTHCT & IUBR Pl BCIHR b ld IS Yo H ATITID g elld
Pl P& AFIY TS TN & [FRT B a1 HR I8 o, A1 39 fd9T B1 41 89R

£ Exupnged as ordered by the Chair.
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A R F Q18R 81 H 39 98 W 8] S Fredl g1 H A8 3fdey el
el g 6 IqA I H $B A YggRll R &1 ST aedd ©§ - ol 399
WY UR WRDR DI G Tl &1 59 8H TP AR RTRE Blg BT e B 8,
9 RGBT IoIc DA BIdl & THITH-ST-1dl JIHTRYT DT SATS dgad HE 1 BIdT & AR
297 P STl H B IY AR -BRIS BUI hdcl 3ol SHTRAT R W BId &1 ST AT
TG BT STANT BH B o, 99 JEIATe] BT dIsT gedl 5l Siaex AR FHET A=
THIRTT W &9 < U 21 Sa18al 3R goltsl § 97 U7 Sh gl Bl Ugls & bH
AT 81 ARBR BT AT S fIhT &1 Aol | ¥ 81 urdl 81 g1 af "8, S
ARG ¥R A ®, A1 I Wl R BIAT 8 3R 9 31fd H1H HRb, ARA Bl
IR RId TS §99 & FIH Bl ATHR B H Aeg HRd ol Sl B & o TiRat &
BRI TR B &, I 41 g9d B! &1 AT HHARI 81 T AGIGR - d W B ©, ol
39 IRAR & oIy SATeT SHfARIITSTH HR= B &THdT BRI B &

1SN, § U 91 HEBR AT 1 FATK BRAT AT B AT Bl o)
TR AU F dal o o <97 H Y @l ggfl TN B ARy, SI Boll | AygHaRd)
Th of oIchl 8, oIfh Bl ft Tl 3l SIS JHA 21 UgadT g1 I S TR Nex
A TRBR BT AT &, RITH B eI & qI-A1Y ST & RST B 6Tl 8l
G 3R I &1 H B9 WS a1 a1 (e B gY, H U1 a1 TG BTl §
3R 39 e &1 F9dF T g

(SuuTafa #EIed Yol §v))

SHRI SADANAND MHALU SHET TANAVADE (Goa): Thank you, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, Sir. The Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025 is a necessary fiscal and
public health intervention aimed at ensuring that as the GST Compensation Cess is
phased out, as was agreed collectively by States, tobacco product do not suddenly
become cheaper and more accessible. The Government’s intention is not to impose
new burdens, but to preserve the existing deterrence against harmful consumption
and maintain stability in pricing to prevent a rise in addiction, especially among the
youth. Tobacco remains among the leading causes of non-communicable diseases,
including cancer, heart disease and respiratory illness, creating enormous social and
economic costs for families, particularly for lower-income households who part with
their savings merely to access treatment. International experience shows that price-
based deterrence through taxation is one of the most effective tools to curb tobacco
usage. This legislation reflects evidence-based approach. Higher and stable taxation
directly protects adolescents, students and economically vulnerable population who
are the most price-sensitive and, therefore, the most likely to initiate tobacco use
when products become cheaper. Cheap tobacco is not about personal liberty; it is
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about creating lifelong addiction pathways for a new generation.

The Bill fully respects the structure of fiscal federalism. The GST Compensation
Cess was, by design, a time-limited instrument. Its conclusion does not dilute the
rights of States. Under the Finance Commission framework, States will continue to
receive 41 per cent of the divisible pool, a historic increase implemented under the
Modi Government, ensuring fiscal stability at the State level while maintaining national
revenue balance.

For Goa in particular, the legislation assumes special significance. The State is
witnessing an upward trend in cancer and lifestyle diseases linked to tobacco
consumption, increasing pressure on district hospitals and tertiary facilities, including
the Goa Medical College. By preserving tobacco price deterrence, this Bill
strengthens both prevention and long-term sustainability of healthcare system that
serve Goan families.

As a tourism-driven economy, Goa also bears the responsibility of promoting
healthier social environments for residents and migrant workers alike, especially in
hospitality, transport and service sectors where occupational stress often increases
vulnerability to tobacco addiction. Preventive policy today reduces future health
burdens both for our State and the country.

Importantly, this Bill must not be misunderstood as being anti-farmer or anti-
worker. The intervention targets consumption, not livelihoods. Crop diversification
schemes continue to support tobacco farmers in transitioning toward alternative and
sustainable agriculture, with over one lakh acres already shifted nationally, proving
that public health protection and farmer welfare can advance together.

Concerns regarding llicit trade have also been directly addressed. The
Government has strengthened track-and-trace systems, implemented digital tax
stamping and enhanced operational coordination between the Customs, the GST
authorities and the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence. These measures have already
resulted in record tobacco-smuggling seizures, indicating growing enforcement
capability under the NDA Government.

The Bill aligns India with global public health standards recommended by the
World Health Organization and other international best practices, ensuring we do not
lag behind developed nations in safeguarding public health.

Ethically, this legislation also reflects balanced governance, collecting revenue
from harmful non-essential products while easing burdens on the middle class and
keeping taxes low on essential commodities. It is both economically prudent and
socially responsible.
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As India marches towards the vision of Viksit Bharat, health protection must
walk alongside economic growth. Addiction weakens productivity, disrupts families
and drains financial stability. Investing in prevention today preserves a healthier,
stronger workforce tomorrow.

The Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025 therefore stands not merely as a
tax measure, but as a strategic public health intervention, a fiscal stabilising
instrument, and a statement of ethical governance, one that safeguards our youth,
strengthens our healthcare institutions, respects States' revenues, and advances the
collective goal of building a healthier India. Thank you, Sir.

oY AEg Hg (STRIES): AT SUFHIT HBIGH, H HT MR § b 3maT 31
BT IAE-Yeb (HE) eI, 2025 TR i BT FaER UG (BTl H 3HD
AT H dl & (ol TT B3N §1 SHDBT I hesi I SIS - Yo AT 1944 4
HeMYT BT 8l I GRT 3 b dad AT STl &l 399 IR A i a1 Iarfad
I3 IR BT ITE Yo M MR FIBIT B DI UGG 2l 59 [A8TD Bl
TR IE Y 1P b IATG] IR P 1d IedG Yob Bl a1 H AMG 81 a1 I<aral
TR SNTAST gg7 T B IO Bl &l BN GRBR P 59 [Aed BT ST Siuge]
&RTYRT SUBR FHIGT Bl b G S Dl ARfAIT BR & fog WRDBR Pl a1 AR
a1 IATGT IR SIYAST GG ¥ [STD Y YIS UG BRA1 ol FHADBI S5 ST
WY 3R TS Dl A Bl ol ARBR - da1p dAT da1p SedTal Sidl
BIMTIR a3 U 40 HITe SIS TR 3R A1 & IS Yo H gl hRh
ST-HIU I G2 § Ueh Murige wed IS/ 8l BINSRE Idal & SUIRT Bl
gl BHRAT AAT ASayUl HHISTh R WY &F & oy IS Ig1 3dD
I & JAT31 AR HHAGR G b d19 qd1 b FHAT bl HH DR Yd 3 ey,
Y AT T W JRh & oy 39 A8 &1 o1 i siaeae 8l 1 ATl S
TRBR HGH G &b [ AN P T STh DR P al9l Pl HH R 8! 8, WAl b (g
3 ATSTIY Tl BR Bl B, Al dd1dp Sl BIMBRS AR IR-STH 1G] 4
RIS AU faderqui 3R =T &l

ABIGY, Ta1P W H¥R AR gad I Bl =l Id H 3ATg &1 TAA §&I T, Bhhsl
& I, AYAE Skl THR FHIRAT BIT 21 399 BT BT 99 A 8l Sl § AR
SherR T WRT dadl &1 399 UC H 3Ty 31N v dedl 2 RN 19 3 hhs! &1
HER BIAT € 3R 90 UfTed Bhg g9 YHIfad 8Id &1 HlUIS! &1 85 | 90 Hirera
S RERE 41 9 Bk 81 599 §ad 1T 371R 3R] S I Bl 8

Ty, o<l ay 2023-24 H YRT ¥ da1ep AT I S BT 12,005.89 BRIS BT
JTord T gaTTl el 5 aut 4 frafd # 87 wReie gfg g8 21 IRd a1 &1 I
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A T$1 91 IcUTaD <27 31 59 A1 3R &9 39 FfTd RIERE 3fR 37 ¥aah1 v
eI 2, 1 399 faen 9 g9 a1 9fg gt I8 U srest fofa gl

ABIGY, ORI 1S Fa SATGT TP IATGD 19 81 3T §qd! ST DI
off, g8 RITIRT & Ty 238 ¥ 250 TUY Hfal faaed ol 31 a1 IR T AT 4 28
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31 TP IUTGI UR Y[edh T R SIGCT &fTgfc SUHR BT WA T 1 81, 59
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dP & foru 81 oftl <iferd PRIFT & 918 39 31 91, 2026 T SIRI G4 &7 or foran
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grft| 31 AT daTds & Yo 64 UfeTd A 9¢ &) 70 TfTerd 81T gg et vae # ufd
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dEd 91 B3N Yob UfT 1,000 IR 2,700 ¥ 11,000 o §19 2T 319 =41 dTef 91 U
g[eh 25 HITerd | 98 DR 100 TIRId 21| §abT, Y@ IT dald IR Ig 25 Tfererd A
qG PR 40 U BRI UTSY 3R RART & WIhT HaRTaR IR Iowh 60 AR ¥ 9¢
R 325 Tfcrerd FeiRa foam 2|

ARIGR, I&N RITRE iR T[edr WM dTell 1t & St 4t §, Faad did g,
IHD! 9 A H 9 & {17 I8 U 98 FHRIAS YA g1 § A1 #4341 57 !
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I e T Bl
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5.00 P.M.

Ugel RTRE IR Ui 891K 250 ¥UY ST 2T, T FgThR 4,500 HR &1 11 8 3R
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"5 BT & Segdl Bl g H,
g9 99 S o] bl 19T 7 811
77 & 48T ¥ 31T g1 P,
IH GG 4 STl s GIITT 7 8l
P! 379 YT BT T8 e,
%7 317gsil § gt et b1 71 AT 81"
TR, B TI9DT H 75,000 RIS ST AIAHT HHI & IT HHT Sff I8 &, TR AP doldl
O 1R Rtk 50 HRIS BUY @Y B & I Slcel BT Bl 0.07 TeIerd| I8 3T
9 I 87
TR, TR forred, Afafadis, S gg &1 A wisd dad &, & AT WY 93
%\;,ﬂﬂTﬁﬂWﬁ%\},asurrogate ad%ﬁvrﬁqsamiﬁéwwwww Sory %I GT?ﬂQ_cB
T f9eT ST A 3T RBT & 'The Health Security se National Security Cess Bill, 2025'.
T 954 9T 2| B SHDT AAAT B &1 3TH STGH! UTST 59 A BT FHLT Bl 2|
3l $ AR & AT 7 dierl b I8 S YT MY, I 91 &b BRI BI dTell
SHIRAT b IHA™ & o7 @ B 39 914 4 &F G4 T8 9 Bl
R, G H3 S A ART g e & fb I8 S 99 o o7 el 8, g4
BT T B U RS 1P T T BR &, oI 89 5ol RIRIRET 3R A3Ted
RIRITRET v 371 T2 Bl ... (AHI Y °el).... 1, H Rih amer fieie <ol
R, 75,000 RIS BYY AT G WY TGN, 98 ART S Wil H STl Y - I
ART GRSIR e € #3il Sff A1 Advertisements T SiT twin pack T 3T HeeR Tl 8,
I IR Gl | [FH301 & AMfe g2 bl dadpth = G411 ST Feb |
R, RIRE &1 o U 2, 99 TR QX1 TR 9 R0 o[ ST A1fey| wikd
AIBR Bl Yo TSI A WhIH &, TP T8d bg ARBR el vedf e wR I
! =i AicaTe Sl § 3R U8 3781 B &, Rifd I8 dd1P DI ABATH H ASG
BT 81 AR, JeI ST Jal Wl AR Bl S| .. (9 &l 6eh)....

it STHTTRT: YT 3T conclude BN

S1. 3eMH FAR Frerer: TR, ARG g &1 BIg-¥ DA, S oy YRR TS
¥ 37T B DIAT &, SAD! (2T T <dl 2, U B 98 ¥, Sl dd1d Bl AHATH
B &, ITD] W IR JaT (&1 91, 984 -9gd g=udrs|

Contents Page t



[ 04 December, 2025 ] 121

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shrimati Nirmala Sitharaman to reply to the
discussion.

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE; AND THE MINISTER OF CORPORATE
AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN): Sir, after the introduction of the Bill, |
understand about 27 hon. Members have spoken on the subject. While just giving a
broad introduction to what this exercise is about, | will move to respond to many of
the questions which hon. Members have raised. The Central Excise Act of 1944,
actually, has a Fourth Schedule in which the rates are prescribed. And, within the
Fourth Schedule, there is a Section 4 in which the rates of the tobacco products are
mentioned. Now, with the levy of the cess no longer there, under the GST scheme of
things, meaning the compensation cess is no longer going to be levied, there was a
necessity to get back the excisable items back into the Central Government's Excise
Act.

(MR. CHAIRMAN /n the Chair.)

Just to explain it a bit better, when in 2017, GST was brought in, in order to
give States the compensation which was agreed upon so that they will be able to
have their income supplemented just in case it fell from an assured level, the Central
Government had said that it shall, just as a token, collect very miniscule amount for
those items which come under the Central Excise such as tobacco products and
completely gave it to the GST to collect Compensation Cess because they were
under the 28 per cent rate, and over and above that, compensation cess was also
being collected.

Even at the point in time of introduction of GST in 2017, by law, it was provided
that this compensation will be given for the States for five full years. Now, at the end
of the five full years, compensation cess was to come to a close. Even before the five
full years could be completed, unfortunately, we had the Covid coming and during
that time, no revenue could be raised, but yet, the compensation had to be given. So
it was decided that there would be a loan arrangement made in which the Central
Government would arrange it and have it back-to-back given to the States and that
loan will also get paid back through the collection of the compensation cess. It
means, till 2022, you would have to give the States the compensation through the
collection which comes from the compensation cess. After that, because during the
period of five years itself, we had to borrow money to pay this compensation cess, we
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had to extend compensation cess collection till March, 2026. Or if we are able to pay
back all the loans and interest well before March, 2026, which we borrowed to pay
the States the compensation during and immediately after the Covid period, we will
close collecting compensation cess. In the last GST Council, this was discussed in
detail, and as was agreed earlier also, the compensation cess collection will come to
a stop probably by the end of December. This was very clearly discussed and now
that the compensation cess comes to a close, the Central Government, which gave
the items under the cess such as tobacco products to the GST Council to raise
revenues for compensation, naturally, has got to be brought back. Let me assure
here itself straight away that the tobacco products will still be taxed under the demerit
category at 40 per cent in the GST frame of things. They will still be taxed at 40 per
cent, but there will not be a compensation cess. But when it was under the

1*' probably, they were under the

compensation cess, like now, till December 3
highest rate available then, that is, 28 per cent and over and above which a
compensation cess was added. Together, some of the items and cigarettes would
have been at 53 per cent, some were at 60 per cent, some were at 72 per cent, some
were at even 88 per cent. Now that the 28 per cent has gone away from GST, all
those demerit goods have gone to 40 per cent tax. That is the structure in the GST.
Therefore, the items cannot be taxed beyond 40 per cent even if they are demerit. But
the incidence of tax on tobacco and tobacco-related products has, therefore, come
down. You have no compensation cess, the highest rate that you have in GST is 40
per cent and, as a result, it gives an impression that the Government has allowed
lesser tax on tobacco and, therefore, it is going to become affordable. The intent is
not that, Sir. So, within the GST scheme of things, it continues to be at the highest
rate. But now that the compensation cess cannot be collected and we have to come
back to excise, the Central Excise Act will now, back again, get the cigarette items
and retaining largely the incidence of tax. We are imposing the excise on these
demerit goods. That is the sum and substance of the story behind as to why now
excise is coming in. In general, | also want to highlight the fact, since the intent is not
to tax tobacco and tobacco products lesser than what prevailed earlier, it is important
for us and this august House to recognise the fact that during the GST period, tax on
tobacco and tobacco-related products, even with the cess being there, could not
reach the benchmark which the WHO sets every year.

That means, they have what is called as Tobacco Affordability Index of
Tobacco Products. They have an index called Affordability Index of Tobacco
Products. They monitor the rates which prevail all over the world and point out where
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the rate is well below the benchmark. And, therefore, they say, ‘you are making
tobacco affordable’; meaning, people are not being disincentivized from buying
cigarette unless you keep it at a certain level. And, there are several countries which
keep changing the tobacco rate linking it to inflation and even otherwise. They keep
changing the rate annually so that the rate itself is a disincentive, so that people don't
end up buying more cigarettes that it becomes cheaper. And, in that context, 80
countries revised tobacco taxes annually, as | said, linking it to inflation and also
looking at their periodic excise schedules. Australia increases tobacco's excise
automatically by CPI plus an additional 12.5 per cent. New Zealand does the same
exercise plus 10 per cent. Philippines, Turkey, South Africa, all of them also do an
automatic escalating way of pricing tobacco products. EU member countries do 60
per cent over and above the CPI on a weighted average basis and many countries do
exceed 70 to 75 per cent. So, what we need to do in India is to see if we are making
tobacco affordable, which we don't want to. We want to make sure there is a
deterrent. Therefore, at the moment, India's total tax incidence on cigarette is
approximately 53 per cent of the retail price which is substantially lower than the
World Health Organization's recommended benchmark of 75 per cent of the retail
price. It can even be more than 75 per cent. So, as | said, many countries impose
over the CPI 80-85 per cent, 75-80 per cent, and so on. So, we want to keep that in
mind and, therefore, the rate fixation has happened, keeping WHO's benchmark as
well and making sure that we don't make cigarettes affordable. But, here, there is
one element. | think, one of the hon. Members has spoken, in brief, about bidi. But, |
want to highlight the facts. While doing this, even bidi comes back to excise, but
there is no change in tax incidence on bidi. Considering the fact that the workers who
roll bidi come from a lower economic strata of our country, we had made sure that
nothing goes to hurt the livelihood opportunities of the bidi rollers, but equally
continuing with very many schemes which will give them health awareness. | will read
that out a bit to highlight, Sir. When | say there is no change in the tax incidence on
bidi, 1 just want to put it on record here so that hon. Members will appreciate. In the
current regime, which will continue till the end of this month because of the
compensation, which is the scheme of things since 2017 when GST was brought in,
the GST rate, as | said, on bidiis 28 per cent and there is NCCD which is a calamity
based collection that we do. For handmade bidis, for every thousand units, we
charge one rupee. If it is a machine made bidi, then, for every thousand units, we
charge two rupees and not more. Together with that, as | said, basic excise duty
continued as a token gesture even during the GST regime when the compensation
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cess was being collected. The Central excise was kept at a very nominal rate. And,
how nominal is nominal? 5 paisa per 1000 units. It was five paisa per thousand units,
not five rupees, five paisa per thousand units if it is man-made and 10 paisa per
thousand units if it is machine-made. So, this is what prevails currently. Exactly what
prevails now is what is going to prevail after excise comes into play. So, the proposed
regime will have bidi at 18 per cent as recommended by the 56" GST Council. That is
why, when the Next-Generation GST was announced, a lot of people said, ' What
have you done?" The GST rate on bidi was 28 per cent and over and above that,
there was some cess, a miniscule cess. So, 28 per cent is the rate at which bidi was
and it continues to be so till 31%'. But we had to move it along with very many items
because 28 is not available anymore as a rate under GST. So, every item moved to 18
unless it was a sin item which went to 40; cigarettes went to 40; bidi did not go to 40.

It, on the contrary, moved to 18 because there was no more 28. So, from 7t

January
or whenever this new thing comes into play, in GST, it will be at 18 per cent. So, a lot
of people questioned saying you have reduced the price because you have reduced
the tax on bidi. But that is because we did not have 28; so, it went to 18. The NCCD
portion continues to be the same as one rupee for every thousand units, if it is
handmade and two rupee for every thousand units, if it is machine-made. That
continues as it is. And, the basic excise duty, where it was five paisa per thousand for
hand-made and ten paisa per thousand for machine made, will be at 10 per cent.
Together, the incidence on bidi will be the same. It shall not worsen the situation or it
shall not have a negative impact on bidi rollers. That is an upfront statement | want to
offer.

Sir, now | come to specific points which many Members have raised. | want to
address them. Pramod Tiwari ji, while speaking, apparently, has said that the Bill is
silent on tobacco farmers and what will happen to the workers who are engaged in
tobacco cultivation and so on. Also, he has observed that this is against devolution. |
want to first correct this impression, Sir. This is an excise duty; it is not a cess. We
will talk about cess tomorrow, day after, whenever it comes. But, this is an excise
duty. This excise duty, by the very nature of taxable pool, will join the taxable pool
and it will be devolved as per the Finance Commission's recommendations to the
States. It is not against devolution; it joins the taxable pool. That is one thing.

Secondly, there are several schemes from the Government to take care of
tobacco farmers. Now, this scheme has been on since 2015-16, it is called Crop
Diversification Program, Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, and it runs in 10 States, major
tobacco producing States, where farmers are encouraged to move from tobacco to
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other crops. | will read out the States where this is happening - Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar, Gujarat, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal. In all these States, has it had an impact? Yes, it has had
an impact because over 1.12 lakh acres of land has shifted from tobacco growing to
other crops. And, | am talking about the period between 2017-18 and 2021-22. So,
what are the crops to which they moved? Each State focussed on its own area, but if
it is an irrigated area, largely sugarcane, groundnut, oil, palm, cotton, chilli, maize,
onion, pulses, and turmeric. If it is non-irrigated area, or if it is State-specific subject,
| will read out the example of three States. Telangana tobacco growers moved to
producing bengal gram and chillies. In Odisha, they moved from tobacco to vegetable
growing and maize. In Karnataka, they moved from tobacco to soyabean and
sugarcane.

So, this move from tobacco-growing is being encouraged and 10 States have
been given that attention through this programme. As | said, more than 1.12 acres of
land have moved from tobacco to other crops.

Equally, are we giving any attention to biri workers? Sir, 49.82 lakh registered
biri workers are there in this country. Now, for them, labour welfare scheme under
Ministry of Labour and Employment is implemented across the country through labour
welfare organizations situated in 18 regions across the country, including welfare of
biri workers and their families. What are the specific schemes which are being given
for biri workers? There are health care facilities through 10 hospitals and 279
dispensaries and also reimbursement expenditure for specialized treatment.
Sometimes, it is now covered under cashless, paperless, but reimbursement also
happens when they go for cancer treatment, when they go for tuberculosis or if they
go for any heart diseases or even for kidney transplantation. So, there, the
reimbursement method works. Financial assistance is also given for education of
children of biri workers from class one to college or university; and the amount given
ranges from 1,000 rupees to 25,000 rupees per student per annum depending upon
the class in which the child is or the course that the child is doing. Other than this,
subsidy of Rs. 1.50 lakh per beneficiary for construction of a pucca house is given
under the Revised Integrated Housing Scheme which commenced from 2016. RIHS
has been converged with Pradhan Mantri Awas Scheme. Other than this, you have
PM Shram Yogi Maandhan, PMSYM, Suraksha Bima Yojana, Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana, Jan Arogya Yojana, Public Distribution System happens, Grameen Kaushalya
Yojana, and also the SVANidhi, Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana and so on. So, all these
Schemes also aim at the biri workers.
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Pramod Tiwariji again has mentioned that no mention of health and related
expenditure is made here. Probably, the hon. Member, Shrimati Sagarika Ghosh,
also mentioned this. | want to just highlight, Sir, that health and wellness have been a
key focus of our Government. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been very keen on it.
| can read out the amount that has been spent on health in the last 11 years. In the last
year of UPA Government, 2013-14, Rs. 33,278 crores have been spent for Health
Ministry's Budget allocation, whereas, in the BE of 2025-26, this year -- | am
comparing the BE with BE -- Rs. 99,858 crores have been allotted, which is three
times more. Other than that, between 2014-15 and 2021-22, Government health
expenditure, as a percentage of GDP, rose from 1.13 per cent to 1.84 per cent.
Government health expenditure is a share of overall Government spending which has
also increased from 3.94 per cent to 6.12 per cent. Between 2014 and 2022, per
capita health spending tripled from 1,108 rupees to 3,169 rupees. This is per capita.
Other than that, Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana gives
protection for nearly 55 crore beneficiaries. Over nine crore hospital admissions have
been entertained under that, resulting in 1.3 lakh crore, or even slightly more, worth of
free treatments. So, healthcare has taken a good priority in this Government. More
than 16,000 Jan Aushadhi Kendras, now present in almost all the districts of the
country, provide generic medicines at affordable prices, often 50 to 90 percent
cheaper than the market rates. Then, under Mission Indradhanush, 5.46 crore
children and 1.32 crore pregnant women have been vaccinated against 12 diseases.
This targeted initiative has actually contributed to a significant decline in the maternal
mortality rate from 130 per lakh live births, that was in 2014 to 2016, to 80 in 2020. So,
in the last 11 years, Government has approved or established several new AlIMS
across the country, across several States, also set up many medical colleges,
including the first ever AIIMS in the North-east, located in Assam, increased the
number of MBBS seats to 1.18 lakh and added 74,000 PG seats since 2014.

Sir, tobacco products are being sold near schools in Tamil Nadu. | can’t see
Dr. Thambidurai here who had observed this. But | need to say that there is an Act
from 2003, COTPA, which is the Cigarette and Other Tobacco Products Act, 2003. A
provision has been made to prohibit the sale of tobacco products to an individual
below 18 years, and it cannot be sold within 100 yards of the school premises.
Guidelines for Tobacco Free Educational Institutions were also issued in 2019. So, |
would want to highlight to hon. Member, Dr. Thambidurai, that Government of India
conducts tobacco free youth campaign every year since 2023. Maybe greater
awareness is required in Tamil Nadu.
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Sir, Dr. Sivadasan had raised this issue about lottery. | am not sure | should be
answering this here because this Bill has nothing to do with the lottery system, but he
has raised it. | just want to highlight the fact that the 56™ meeting of the GST Council
was held this year on 3™ September when new generation GST decisions were made,
which were much welcomed by everybody. The GST Council at that time had
recommended increasing the GST rate on supply of lottery tickets from 28 per cent to
40 per cent. As | said, 28 per cent does not exist anymore. Lottery cannot go to 18,
so it went to 40. Of course, a delegation from Kerala came and met me saying that
this would affect people because a lot of people who sell these tickets are poor
people. Sir, this decision of the GST Council was unanimous. In Kerala, the lottery is
run by the State Government. The supply happens within the State and, therefore,
there is no IGST involved either. It is entirely the State Government’s. The SGST
collected is entirely retained by the State and 41 per cent from the CGST proceeding
would go to the State. Now, it is a very considerate and humanitarian thing to say that
these people would suffer, but the tax is on the State Government; it is not on those
people. And the State Government gets the revenue. | am sure the State Government
would be broad minded enough to give something to the people now that everything
is coming down and take care of their own citizens, because that is something which
is well within the State Government's limit. ..(Interruptions).. Sir, there are a few
other points on which | have to give replies. Shri Girirajan, | am not sure he is here
now, said that middle class is unhappy; there is high inflation; salaried class is being
penalised. This is an excise duty being imposed on cigarette smoking. | am not sure
how | will be able to answer that! And also, inflation is high. CPI is below 3 per cent.
In the last six months, it has remained well below the tolerance limit given under the
FRBM. So, even now, if | have to answer on high inflation, it is a bit difficult. We can
always reserve it for the day when really inflation is much higher than the forbearance
limit.

Hon. Member, Arun Singh ji has spoken elaborately about the GST next
generation. GST cuts have actually benefited people on their daily use items.
Wherever | go, | go to the local shops and ask them: Are customers coming? Are
they buying? Are they asking questions about how much the rate has come down on
that particular commodity that they want to buy? Are you helping them to understand
it? Everywhere, | am getting reports that ‘Yes, the rates have come down.’ In fact,
the last visit was in your town, not really Tiruppur, but in Coimbatore, and the grocery
shop people do tell me that people are happy. In fact, | went to a grocery shop
owner's house because he said, ‘Not just my shop, please come home.” There, he
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had assembled a group of people from neighbourhood. One small family said, "My
monthly grocery bill used to be something like Rs.4,280; now it has actually come
down to Rs.3,100", and they were actually happy. ...(Interruptions)... You please
go check it up with the people who | met; | am not saying the untruth here.
...(Interruptions)... Sorry | Are you saying | am saying the untruth? | will give you the
address of the people; please go, visit them in Coimbatore, your own State. So, there
is a very clear message that the rates are coming down. So, in this debate on excise,
where | am going to impose the excise duty on cigarette smoking, suddenly, if | have
to answer these issues, it is a bit difficult. | thank Shri Arun Singh ji, who has spoken
in detail about it. Again, the issues raised by the hon. Member, Shrimati Sagarika
Ghose, pertain to MGNREGA; very valid, very relevant, very sensitive and important
for West Bengal. We have answered this several times.

Now, | am answering on excise, but the issue has been raised. So, | will
answer it just as | have answered a Member from Tamil Nadu. As per the MGNREGA,
2005, it is the responsibility of the State Government to ensure transparency and
accountability in the implementation of the scheme. Based on Central team's
inspection reports, highlighting implementation issues, the Ministry of Rural
Development had sent several communications to the State saying, ‘Please do the
rectification.” | am told there is still some rectification pending. Consequently, the
funds were stopped since March, 2022, under Section 27 of the Act, due to non-
compliance with the Central Government's directives. The latest Action Taken Report
dated 11" July, 2025 this year, the West Bengal State has reported completion of
recoveries of Rs.4.81 crores identified by the Central teams in four districts, which
means the Central team pointed out something, after which the correction and
rectification work started and they have collected Rs.4.81 crores from four districts,
along with the status of the disciplinary action initiated in this regard. This itself, |
think, is an admission that things were misused of MGNREGA. Subsequently,
...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No; you had your opportunity to speak. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Sir, they are not interested in the reply. After |
complete my reply, they can raise more issues.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Nothing will go on record except the Minister’s reply.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Thank you, Sir. Please do listen to the reply and
then you may permit them to ask more questions, if you want, Sir. Subsequently, the
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Ministry of Rural Development again wrote a letter on 11

November, 2025, requesting
the State Government to furnish a comprehensive Action Taken Report with regard to
the total districts of the State, along with the details of the financial recoveries made,
disciplinary proceedings which have been taken, criminal action and all other
corrective measures undertaken by the State. From 2006-07 to 2013-14, the Central
funds, which were released to West Bengal under MNREGA, stood at Rs.14,985
crores. Now, from 2014-15 to 2021-22, which is a comparable number of years, our
Government has released Rs.54,416 crores, which represents a 261 per cent increase
in MNREGA alone - Rs.14,985 crores compared with Rs.54,416 crores - irrespective
of the fact that we are still asking them for taking action where things have been
pointed out as not being right. So, the commitment of the Central Government as
regards MNREGA benéeficiaries in the State of West Bengal is absolutely there and we
expect that this transparency, with which we want to handle it, will continue.
...(Interruptions)... Further, the hon. Member has said that the Central Road and
Infrastructure Fund is not being transferred. | want to just highlight that in 2024-25 RE
and 2025-26 BE, the Government has, so far, transferred Rs.13.25 lakh crores since
2002-03 down to 2025-26. Rs.13,25 lakh crores have been transferred under the
head of Central Road and Infrastructure Fund. How much was collected because it is
a Fund to be collected? Rs.12.62 lakh crores were collected in the same period. The
collection is Rs.12.62 lakh crores. What went under this head to West Bengal is
Rs.13.25 lakh crores. This is total. ...(/nterruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No interruptions, please. She is not yielding. You please sit
down. ...(Interruptions)... 39 TSt §fSTI You will get your chance when you are
speaking. It is for the Minister to reply now.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Sir, | will finish and then you can
...(Interruptions)... Sir, | am addressing you only.

it umafa: :I_Eﬁ, el No cross-talking, please. ...(Interruptions)... You please sit
down. Let her complete her reply.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Thank you, Sir. The other point, which was
raised by the hon. Member, was that the Oil Industry Development Fund (OIDF) has
not been transferred for appropriate usage. ...(/Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record except the Minister’s reply.
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SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: | wish to say that an Action Taken Note was
conveyed to the Public Accounts Committee that since the Government has been
financing various activities from the Budget, which qualify as development of oil
industry within the purview of the Oil Industry Development Act of 1974 and in view of
the emergent situation of energy security, such expenditure is likely to increase in the
near future.lt was, therefore, further stated that these activities have been financed
through the resources of the Government of India, of which, cess under the Act is a
part, but to avoid further confusion, the Government has decided to constitute QOil
Industry Development Fund as per the provisions of Section 18 of the QOil Industry
(Development) Act, 1974. The fund has been created in Public Account of India and
has been operationalised from the Financial Year 2024-25. An amount of Rs. 17,730
crores and Rs. 19,376 crore was provided for transfer to the Oil Industry Development
Fund (OIDF) in the RE of 2024-25 and in the BE of 2025-26, respectively. So,
regarding the Oil Industry Development Fund (OIDF), | have told you what has
happened and how much fund has been transferred. The fund creation is also to
enable specific oil development activities to be funded from the fund rather than from
the Budget. So, this has been explained.

Next point is also from the hon. Member, Smt. Sagarika Ghose. She said,
‘Don’t neglect West Bengal’. | want to say that it is necessarily not so. | will tell you
the kind of things that we have done for West Bengal. ...(Interruptions)... West Bengal
has never been ignored. They don’t want to hear this.

MS. DOLA SEN: Sir, this is...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. Ms. Sen, this is not correct. ..(Interruptions).. No, no! |
am not saying anything. You please sit down. ..(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI SAGARIKA GHOSE: Mr. Chairman, Sir... ...(Interruptions)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Elaborately, you have spoken on this Bill. Please be seated.
..(Interruptions)... Let the Minister continue with her reply. Nothing will go on record
except Minister’s reply.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: West Bengal has never been ignored by this
Government. In fact, it is the Trinamool Congress, which is hurting the growth of the
people of West Bengal. ..(Interruptions)... | repeat this. ..(Interruptions).. It is, in
fact, the Trinamool Congress, which is hurting the growth of the people of West
Bengal. ..(Interruptions)... Sir, | will give you a classic example in this regard. West
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Bengal withdrew from Ayushman Bharat scheme in January, 2019. ...(Interruptions)...
Is that good for Bengal? Industries are leaving West Bengal. ...(Interruptions)... Only
recently, | answered a question raised by one hon. Member of Parliament about the
number of industries which have left West Bengal. In fact, off the cuff, | can tell you,
subject to correction, in 1947, when India got Independence, the contribution of West
Bengal’s industry in the country’s GDP was somewhere around 27 per cent. This is
subject to correction. | can give you papers. But today, this has gone down to a
minimum of 3 per cent! Is that West Bengal’s governance? Sir, industries are leaving
West Bengal. ..(Interruptions)... | have answered a question raised by a Member of
Parliament. | wish | can get that copy so that | can tell the exact numbers. | wish my
officers sitting in gallery can give that letter so that | can keep it on the Table of the
House. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You need not answer to them so elaborately. You please address
the Chair.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: People are suffering... ... (/nterru,ot/ons)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, please go back to your seats. ...(Interruptions)..
SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: People are suffering... ... (/nterru,ot/ons)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is not correct. ..(Interruptions).. One minute. When the
Member was speaking, she was not disturbed by anyone. ..(Interruptions).. Don’t
do this. It is becoming your habit. It is not good. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... Nothing will go
on record except the Minister’s reply.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Sir, | will give you one example. Sir, let me give
you data. ..(Interruptions)..  Also, | wil give you my personal example.
..(Interruptions)... In my family, there is a member who lives in Kolkata. They wanted
to white-wash their house and paint the doors. They got paints and they wanted to
do it. There were people who came to their House...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, kindly be brief and specific. ..(Interruptions)...
There is no need to reply to all their observations.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: | am giving the data, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please address the Chair. ..(Interruptions)...
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SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Obviously, Sir. | am addressing you.
..(Interruptions)... Sir, Rs. 5.94 lakh crores has been given under tax devolution since
2014 till now, that is, 4.4 times increases versus Rs. 1.34 lakh crores given during
2004-14. ..(Interruptions).. During 2004-14, Sir, Rs. 1.34 lakh crores was given and
now, since 2014, Rs. 5.94 lakh crores has gone to Bengal under tax devolution. X,
comparison SR .. (Interruptions)... The Finance Commission did not tell us to give
SASCI Funds, which is given for 50 years, interest free. An amount of Rs. 24,000
crores has gone to Bengal under SASCI, Sir, not under the Finance Commission
recommendation. Prime Minister Modi's desire was recovery after Covid should be
good. So, Bengal received Rs. 24,000 crores. AlIMS in Kalyani ...(Interruptions )...

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, | have a point of order.
MR. CHAIRMAN: No point of order when the Minister is replying.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Eleven medical colleges have been opened in
West Bengal, sponsored by Centrally-sponsored scheme, that is, our scheme.
Eleven medical colleges! ..(Interruptions).. About railways, Sir, under the NDA
Government, West Bengal received a record budgetary allocation of Rs. 13,955 crore
for railway projects in the year 2025-26 alone, just one year! .. ( /m‘errupt/ons)...

it spHTafer: U Iy 43T ... (Fau™). .

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: This is over three times the average outlay of
Rs. 4,380 crores given during 2009-14. ...(Interruptions).. | told you, Sir, about the
number of companies which have left West Bengal. | give you the data. | will
authenticate it. | have no problems. ...(/nterrupt/ons)... From 1% April, 2011 to 30"
September, 2025, 448 listed companies have left Bengal, and 6,447 unlisted
companies have left Bengal. 6,895 companies have been admitted from Bengal to
elsewhere.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Madam, | think, we can stick to the Central Excise (Amendment)
Bill alone.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: This is the data that | am giving.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, | think you can now stick to the Central Excise
(Amendment) Bill. ...(Interruptions).. Please, you address me and conclude.
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SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Yes, Sir. Other than that, Sir, 101 Amrit Railway
Stations are being developed with the help of Rs. 3,847 crores. Then, 1,650
kilometres have been electrified. Around 98 per cent route has been electrified in
entire Bengal. Then, 2,300 kilometres of national highway has been constructed in
Bengal since 2014. Other than this, Bagdogra Airport development in Siliguri is being
done at an estimated cost of Rs. 1,490 crores.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, you please reply only regarding the Central Excise
(Amendment) Bill and conclude.

SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: | am not going any further, Sir. So, the Central
Excise (Amendment) Bill may be considered and passed by this august House.
Thank you very much.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

That the Bill further to amend the Central Excise Act, 1944, as passed by Lok
Sabha be taken into consideration.

The motion was adopted.
MR. CHAIRMAN: We shall now take up Clause-by-Clause consideration of the Bill.
Clause 2 was added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
SHRIMATI NIRMALA SITHARAMAN: Sir, | move:
“That the Bill be returned.”
The question was put and the motion was adopted.

SHRI DEREK O' BRIEN: Sir, a point of order. ...(Interruptions)... In protest, we are
walking out. ...(Interruptions)..

(At this stage some hon. Members left the Chamber.)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Special Mentions.
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SPECIAL MENTIONS

Demand to make Nalanda University as a global research hub

3l W $AR o1 ([98R): Heley, UrelH Areial HelldeR fded & grdi=ad S
URURTSAT 3R SRR (0T TS -USTH BT Uciieh I81 8 ..(Fae)...

Y urafa: oMy AT 33T .. (=Fau ). .

1l ST HHR SM: g 2010 H [Iafdenerd & YARu= & d1a H R IRBR 5 G
feg-+Rg IPHAT % & BY H [THIT HA 3 Fad TIRRG &l . (FFEH)...
ATeieT faeafaarer 7 40 I 31fSre <o & ATy Nerfore g oMY FEANT Wfd fHan v,
S99 ASEAN, BIMSTEC 3R SSI-UfRifths &3 & <91 enfier €1 I8 ATeial &l
URrETRies HIaT-99 & J1egH 9 SIS I &1 engfie geem Bl
faeafdemer™ South Asian Studies, Buddhist Studies, Ecology & Environment
Studies, International Relations 3R Conflict Resolution ST &= § Ifeges N T
TRg g 9 81 B .. (TILTH)...

st gyt S foer S, st Sfeul ..(aaum)...

37 ST PAR FAT: GV 2023 H ATAGT &b U AGRNT I UNESCO World Heritage List
H 2MfireT fhU ST | 39 IARRIE T st 3R 9t =1 99 2024-25 § 20 & SITET
<31 A BT i gY, T I8 Ik U H IgIsig YRER & WY H IHR IE]
g1 "Act East Policy" 31k "Cultural Diplomacy" & 3fdiid reiaT fagafaemerar ASEAN-
BIMSTEC <1 & foT TSI SrbTaiieh #d g9} WIRd b1 e T Bl YT Bl
FId PR E] 5 W WRPR F Ig A1 & b 39 IRge Red 89 991 2 d4eH,
IARRTEY FEI T, JAGEITAT 3R URAR &b ARV Ud FSITeel JAaT Bl 3R Ferh
T SITQ| I 2y iedd & A1 HYh AT Bi 3R qeTa1 fadT Sg| TRER &
GReguT, FSfTee =T 3iR afeae wie- e Alsd Bl ¥t qerh o Sy Aretar
feafdenery &1 gaRIqy dad [J8R I1 WIRd &1 1Rg 81, dicth YT fdea &1 Arer
difga ORI BT YNSRI 5l

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member, Shri Sanjay Kumar Jha: Shrimati Rajathi
(Tamil Nadu), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu),
Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur), Shri Sadanand Mhalu Shet
Tanavade (Goa) and Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha).
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Concern over delay in the extension of the railway line to Talwara in Punjab

S1. WGl $AR UIedh  (USTE): HEIGY, H TRBR BT &M Udh A (Idroie AR
e Y A UL gATE] ST Bl 3R AT BRI AT g IS P TAdTST MER
3R IHP MY & 714, S BONYR, TGYHY, hRAT, TR 3R 3= Uwel
40 AYf | Vel AT b dTe DI chlen Hx I8 &1 a9 1981 H i 59 84 fbeiliiex od
Tl -AeraTST Vel UIolae IR 319 I 2,000 BRI SUY H YD HI I @ 81 I T,
AfehT 31T At I T 3ife™ =R0T, JerarsT dd Yt Ugae & Uelledl o1 32 2139
R P BRI AN BT T bdel I H HISATS Bkl o, dicth 9 &3 BT AMIDH
3R ArITS et Tt o B
31T AR ARDPR A I8 AT © o 59 uR &1 e S|

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with
the Special Mention made by the hon. Member, Dr. Sandeep Kumar Pathak:
Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil
Nadu), Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala) and Dr.Sasmit Patra (Odisha).

Demand for sewerage system in the urban areas of Auraiya District (Uttar Pradesh)
under Mission Amrit

Sl T S FEHET (STR UQ9D): H8/6d, IR UGS & 3T S Ug & FoTef]
PRIy Aled JqE@ Rl H oSl Ad 370 STl hrRil gaeeraii b1 Hrg Bl
SUS &b Y B, oI [9EAT, veal, [RIGAR, Bhe ofa § ofd MRl &
TR RRATY T BN b BRI STIE-STIE el {RTd B! (AT g7 el &, T g9
&A1 H Y& aTel AN I STl W19 | I~ 84 dTel HeBRI U4 3Td JHTRAT BT
AT BRAT TSdT 2 ST & F9T 37 &30 H X8+ dTel AN & U et T 9T
RIET Y 781 BIT &1 Wpoll Fedl, AR, O bl STl WRTd DI THRIT I Faiierdh
HISATS BT ATHAT BRAT TSl Bl

6.00 P. M.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, it is now 6 p.m. If the House agrees, we may sit
beyond 6 p.m. till the disposal of today’s Listed Business and the Special Mentions
permitted for today. Do | have the leave of the House to extend the sitting beyond 6
p.m.”?

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Yes, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Geetaji, please continue.
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sl e b Fguw: o7 U e & fb YR WRPR gRI Hnfeord 3
IS T 2E) & H o7l MRl d21 R 4§ Feiea AT o/ Ao & Sieid
3IRIT STYS o W TR &A1 H Wawsl d2f1 STl (il &1 glaernaii o e
BRI BT B DV

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
Special Mention made by hon. Member, Shrimati Geeta alias Chandra Prabha:
Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha),  Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur),
Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu) and Dr. Kalpana Saini
(Uttarakhand).

Demand to ban highly lethal pesticides and weedicide chemicals

it TS SATST (BRATUM): ATSTdhe DY &3 H fhari gIRT AT "l bieTed a
GRYAR ATRTH Bifbel TN fbY ST I8 &, S B Y B 37T STeiell 91 Y
oroft 71 & oy famreres Rig 81 92 €1 $© Bffed af sav favel € & R 571k
fsgdTa fhY §U AT STel U AT A Uh KT8 b bls Mol A U [FehTeTehy Tl
DI STd 7, A1 U DI GG B w2

31 TR MoThe Al IT Rars & o1 U 819 arelt Aol & S 919 &l
et Y ITHI0T A IWreA & I, Tel U= 39 9719 Bl A B & fory Bfdrawd
&1 f5shId B o 21 I8 Bfde 51 Tidd Biar & b S8l bsad giar 7, a8l
ST TS B I8 7)H Bl STl 8 9T ST & <119 $§ P Bl TexTs db 8] AT [
TIRE W 7R (AT 81 $B (&7 Ugel Ush [BAT Gag-Hak WRYTIR G IR [SSHh1d
PP TAT AT, ATS! <X 918 U IRATST I81 IIT WS Dl TR AT AT I8T P O BT
AT B IFD! T 45 HS 7R TTZ| SHY A AT ST FhdT & b b Aq1ef 3
3FTST & Wil H IHBT fher=T AR ST BT, 579 3711 I ST, Y] @41 W &,
S8 o=t faurs FRaT gkt e TRaR | I8 A1 8 6 39 W) e o=
ST

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
Special Mention made by hon. Member, Shri Ram Chander Jangra: Dr. Sasmit Patra
(Odisha), Dr. Sumer Singh Solanki (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Naresh Bansal
(Uttarakhand), Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur), Shrimati Rajathi
(Tamil Nadu), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shri Sadanand Mhalu Shet Tanavade
(Goa), Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu & Kashmir) and Dr. Kalpana Saini
(Uttarakhand).
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Demand to increase family income limit under Dr. Ambedkar Medical Aid Scheme

SHRI' GOLLA BABURAO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, the Government is implementing
Dr. Ambedkar Medical Aid Scheme to provide medical treatment to patients suffering
from serious health problems relating to kidney, heart, liver, cancer, brain etc., for
SC/ST. ltis a very good scheme for poor SC/STs. Under this scheme, 100 per cent
of the estimated cost of the treatment is given to the concerned hospital. But, there
are various limitations and one of them is the family income of SC/ST should not
exceed Rs. 3 lakh per annum. Secondly, if one looks at the money given for various
surgeries or treatment, it appears to be insufficient. For example, the following
amounts are being given under Dr. Ambedkar Medical Aid Scheme: Heart Surgery —
Rs. 1.25 lakh; Kidney Surgery — Rs. 3.5 lakh; Cancer — Rs. 1.75 lakh; Brain Surgery
— Rs. 1.5 lakh; Kidney Transplant — Rs. 3.5 lakh; Spinal Surgery — Rs. 1 lakh. The
rates for various surgeries are fraction of the real cost for important surgeries and
treatment. The Government is saying that 100 per cent of the estimated cost of the
treatment is directly released to the concerned hospital. But, the real estimated cost
is much, much more. Not only this, the income limit fixed for family is also too low,
which is Rs. 3 lakh per annum of family income. Hence, | appeal to the Government
to revise the family income to Rs. 10 lakh and also increase the limited for various
treatment or surgeries to, at least, at par with the rates of CGHS. Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
Special Mention made by hon. Member, Shri Golla Baburao: Dr. Sasmit Patra
(Odisha), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Dr. V. Sivadasan (Kerala), Shri Ravi Chandra
Vaddiraju (Telangana), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu) and Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil
Nadu).

Concern over the delay in the construction of a bridge at Dhola railway crossing in
Bhavnagar district of Gujarat

it wifpRrE Mt (ORI QU Heled, ORI & HIITR Sl & gidl Yefd
SHINTT TR 91 T2 o1 &1 B STl 993 & el § U$1 81 SIs] wUY W9 gU 2 3iR
ST B BTH 91! Bl I8 B oid IR I 781 81 Y81 2l B dex g JITST § B
TE T B UTY, AT ITD RED TS Bive A S IRT HAM HI Ta€™ digde H gl
ARBTR SR TS IR FHBT TIRT Y, Y8 STox] | 15T BT 61 QUi T81 814 DI aols
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H ¢ftheh ST BIdT & 3R AN Dl B! [Gdhd 3Tl &1 AR WRDR H I TR 8 B
I8 N 39 B Bl YUl HRaT|

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
Special Mention made by hon. Member, Shri Shaktisinh Gohil: Shri Neeraj Dangi
(Rajasthan), Shrimati Jebi Mather Hisham (Kerala), Dr. John Brittas (Kerala), Dr. V.
Sivadasan (Kerala), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha) and
Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu).

Shri Sanjay Singh, not present. Now, Dr. Sangeeta Balwant.

Need for welfare of patients suffering from muscular dystrophy

S1. G Tea= (STR TS20): FHIUNT ARG, H AFpeR SIGIB] Okl TR SR
H TR% DR BT Q[ P BT ATl gl Ig AR AEURET 9 Fdfed g,
R 920 91 9%k 39 SIHRI 9 Yifsd 81 78 &1 399 Al ol 8 9 difsd
g=d T 9D QUi i 81 S 81 §9 dHMRI & SelTol bl W9 dgd SJIal 8l &
BRI FTYHTIT AT T SISl BT W g8+ sl BY UK & AR IR i T 81 5
g A1 DI I B A § M WRBR F q1 Bl § 6 Aol ARAay § AP
ST I UIfSd Teal Td qokep] & T STl B <IdH &% IR Sa13ll &l Y&
T STTQI 39 1T B I Silae ATI H YR oq (A2 FAGrg JeM ol Sy,
e 39 TR AR 9 difsa afnal d 3976 IRaR a1l &f Ags Hel b |

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
Special Mention made by hon. Member, Dr. Sangeeta Balwant: Shri Madan Rathore
(Rajasthan), Shri Mayankkumar Nayak (Gujarat), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha),
Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu) and Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu).

Now, Shri Madan Rathore.

Concern over increasing aggression and violent behavior among children and youth

$ft g WSTe (RISIAT): U AEIGY, H ARBR Bl &I T 3 THR 3%
o ATHIRNTS FHRIT BT 3R BT HIAT A8 § — 98 © dedi iR Jarsii A
gl TS FIRT iR EHIHD FIER| AT & FHI 4 ey S GRIaa A
ST aTel AT H 4T BTH Uh-g8N IR a1 A B4l IR I8 o, ARUIC I geTy M
Bl ST 381 € 3R I8 U9l $had HeTRI ad Aifd 21 81, afcd BI wesl iR
TTHI0T &3] TP thel bl ol IUHR H U B I&T8x0 A 371 T &
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39 9T & WIS By BRI 8, TaH IRAR H LB RT Bl B4, FHTTH 3NN
feftea Hifsar & o= arel T arEh, Afe e &1 srvma, a9 RTe W@Reg &
gfr et ATaT-far &1 9<di 9 Hargs_dil I8 HeSl Uh AiiTe a1 81, dfed
3 dTel ¥faST & forv Uap TR aras 81 afe &9 oot Afae Rier, amiie warey
3R URAR BT YehT DI TIebx TSI &1 §U, <1 37 dTell Uil Ueb "HdgTai FHroT "
P R g SN

31T AN WRDR W a9 3rdie & fob femeral § =ifcrep et 3R Sitas geai o1
g S7f-Tard fepan STy fRiereht SR SAfTeaeh] o foTy Heameieldl BRIRITAT ST
Pl SIU| BT & v aFRTe Ry WY WA SUAS] BRI SIU 3R JIere
HifeaT, JiFeTg AT dee wR AR IR JrTee gifead faar sy

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
Special Mention made by hon. Member, Shri Madan Rathore: Shri Mayankkumar
Nayak (Gujarat), Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur), Dr. Sumer Singh
Solanki (Madhya Pradesh), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil
Nadu), Dr. Sasmit Patra (Odisha) and Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu & Kashmir).

Shrimati Maya Naroliya, not present. Shri |. S. Inbadurai, not present.
Dr. Medha Vishram Kulkarni.

Concern over circulation of Al-generated and morphed obscene content of Hindu
Gods and Goddesses on social media

DR. MEDHA VISHRAM KULKARNI (Maharashtra): Hon. Chairman, Sir, | wish to
draw the attention of the Government to a deeply disturbing and sensitive issue. In
recent months, social media platforms and several internet sites have withessed a
surge in Al-generated, morphed and deep-fake nude and obscene images and
videos of Hindu Gods and Goddesses. Reports indicate that a large number of Hindu
deities are being deliberately and systematically targeted by certain miscreants with
malicious intent, clearly aimed at hurting religious sentiments, provoking communal
tension, and destabilising social harmony across the country.

Sir, the misuse of Al, deep-fake tools and sophisticated image-manipulation
technologies has opened a dangerous new front in cybercrime. Religious icons and
sacred imagery are being distorted and circulated with impunity, revealing not only
inadequacy of current legal frameworks but also urgent need for stronger
accountability mechanism for digital platforms. The scale, coordination and intent
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behind these activities show a planned attempt to malign Hindu faith and undermine
cultural unity.

In this context, | urge the Government to take following steps: (1) Launch
immediate, strict and exemplary action against those creating or circulating such
offensive content; (2) Mandate social media companies to deploy proactive Al-based
detection, swift takedown systems, and stricter verification protocols for sensitive
content; (3) Formulate a strong and comprehensive Hindu Faith Protection Law/
Anti-Blasphemy Law with stringent provisions against Al-enabled religious
defamation; (4) Establish a special cyber task force dedicated to religious
desecration cases.

Protecting our faith, cultural dignity and societal harmony is our collective
constitutional responsibility. | request intervention from the Government in the matter.
Thank you, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member, Dr. Medha Vishram Kulkarni: Dr. Sasmit
Patra (Odisha), Shri Mayankkumar Nayak (Gujarat), Shri Sat Paul Sharma (Jammu
& Kashmir) and Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur).

Next is Shri Mohammed Nadimul Haque.

Need to boost Manufacturing Sector amid global uncertainty

SHRI MOHAMMED NADIMUL HAQUE (West Bengal): Sir, the economic growth of
the country continues to be adversely affected by the stagnant manufacturing sector.
In India, the manufacturing sector contributes to just 17 per cent of the GDP. Even if
we look at the decadal figure, the contribution of the manufacturing sector to the
overall Gross Value Added has been around 17 to 18 per cent for the last 10 years. We
have not achieved the scale necessary to drive employment, exports, or technological
upgradation which would integrate the Indian industries into the global manufacturing
network.

If we look at the global picture, India has only 3.3 per cent share in the global
manufacturing output, which is disproportionately low for the world’s 5 largest
economy. One major reason is that India is still not integrated well into the Global
Value Chains (GVCs), while GVCs make up about two-thirds of all world trade. The
current global context necessitates such participation. The US-China strategic rivalry,
new tariff and non-tariff barriers, and recurring disruptions in key shipping corridors
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such as the Red Sea, have increased uncertainty in cross-border supply chains.

Further, in the year 2024-25, merchandise trade deficit increased by 17 per
cent to US$ 282.8 billion from last year. This raises concerns about the increasing
import dependence of the country. Without reducing logistics and input costs, and
building domestic capacity in high-import sectors, India’s manufacturing sector
remains exposed to external shocks and cost volatility. | urge the Government to look
into it.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member, Shri Mohammed Nadimul Haque: Dr. Sasmit Patra
(Odisha), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), and Dr. John
Brittas (Kerala).

Shri Ramiji Lal Suman; not present. Shrimati Rekha Sharma.

Demand for bridging the Gender Gap in STEM and Emerging Technologies

SHRIMATI REKHA SHARMA (Haryana): Sir, | rise to draw the attention of the
Government to a pressing challenge as India positions itself as a global leader in
science, technology, and innovation, the persistent under-representation of women
in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEI\/I) fields, particularly, in
frontier areas such as artificial intelligence, technologies, and advanced engineering.
While our nation has made significant strides in expanding access to education, the
transition from STEM classrooms to careers in high-tech sectors remains uneven for
women. Although women constitute 43 percent of STEM graduates, only around 14
percent of researchers are women. This stark decline highlights the social constraints,
institutional issues, and structural barriers that young women encounter. Many face
limited mentorship, fewer opportunities for professional growth, and subtle hiring
prejudices that hinder their participation in cutting-edge research, innovation, and
high-value technological roles. To address this gap, | urge the Government to
expand scholarship schemes for women pursuing advanced research degrees,
particularly, PhDs and post-doctoral programmes. Partnerships with industry should
foster women-focussed fellowships in Al, semiconductor design, cyber-security, and
deep tech R&D. Educational institutions should be mandated to publish annual
reports on gender inclusivity, mentorship programmes, and placement outcomes in
STEM, promoting transparency and accountability. India’s technological future
cannot be built on half its talent. It is our collective responsibility to ensure that girls
and women from every region, background, and income group have equitable access
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to opportunities in STEM. Empowering women in science and technology is not
merely a question of fairess, it is essential for the nation’s innovation and growth.
Thank you, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The following hon. Members associated themselves with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member, Shrimati Rekha Sharma: Dr. Sasmit
Patra (Odisha), Shri R. Girirajan (Tamil Nadu), Shrimati Rajathi (Tamil Nadu), and
Shri Maharaja Sanajaoba Leishemba (Manipur).

The House stands adjourned to meet at 11.00 a.m. on Friday, the 5" December,
2025.

The House then adjourned at eighteen minutes pastsix of the clock till eleven of
the clock on Friday, the 5" December, 2025.
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