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RAJYA SABHA
Monday, the 4" December, 2023 /13 Agrahayana, 1945 (Saka)

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

(The National Anthem, ‘Jana Gana Mana’, was played)
OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, | refer with profound sorrow to the passing away of
Shri Lalitbhai Mehta, Shrimati Basanti Sarma, Prof. M.S. Swaminathan, Dr. M. S. Gill
and Shri D. B. Chandre Gowda, former Members of this House.

Shri Lalitohai Mehta passed away on the 8" July, 2023. He served as a
Member of this august House from 1999 to 2005 representing the State of Gujarat.
Born on 30" of July, 1937 at Wankaner in Gujarat, Shri Mehta, rendered his invaluable
service to society in various capacities including as Principal of Arts and Commerce
College, Wankaner; President of Wankaner Municipality and as Managing Director of
Rajkot Nagarik Sahakari Bank Limited. He was also deeply committed to the
development of the deprived sections of society. In the passing away of Shri Lalitbhai
Mehta, the country has lost an eminent educationist, a dedicated social worker and
an able parliamentarian.

Shrimati Basanti Sarma, a leading voice of women empowerment, from North
East, passed away on the 8" September, 2023. She served as a Member of this
august House representing the State of Assam for two consecutive terms -- from
1991 to 2002. Born on 1% March, 1944, in Tinsukia District of Assam, Shrimati Basanti
Sarma took keen interest in educating women and worked tirelessly for abolition of
child labour. During her time in this hallowed chamber, she championed as a
crusader for development of North Eastern regions of India. In the passing away of
Shrimati Basanti Sarma, we have lost a staunch advocate of women upliftment,
champion of the rights of children and a model parliamentarian.

Prof. M.S. Swaminathan, 'Father of Green Revolution' in the country, passed
away on the 28" of September, 2023. He served as a Nominated Member of this
House, from April, 2007 to April, 2013. Born on 7™ August, 1925, at Kumbakonam in
Tamil Nadu, Prof. Swaminathan, a plant geneticist by education, laid a firm
foundation for agricultural renaissance in India in 1960s. He earned global acclaim for
his affirmative stand on sustainable agriculture, mainstreaming gender considerations
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in agriculture and rural development. As an able administrator, Prof. Swaminathan
led several developmental organizations in the country and abroad.

His enormous contributions helped India to rise from a drought-stricken food
importing country to being declared self-sufficient in food production in 1971. His
seminal contributions were duly recognized through the first World Food Prize in 1987;
Padma Shriin 1966, Ramon Magsaysay Award in 1971, Padma Bhushan in 1972 and
Padma Vibhushan in 1989 among others.

In the passing away of Prof. M.S. Swaminathan, the country has lost a true
visionary, a ground breaking agricultural scientist and an able parliamentarian.

Dr. M.S. Gill, a distinguished figure in Punjab's bureaucracy and politics,
passed away on the 15" of October, 2023. He served as a Member of this House
representing the State of Punjab for two consecutive terms from 2004 to 2016.

Born on 14™ June, 1936, in the State of Punjab, Dr. Gill joined the prestigious
Indian Administrative Service in the year 1958 and served in various capacities under
Union and Punjab State Government. Dr. Gill, an outstanding administrator, also
served as the Chief Election Commissioner from 1996 to 2001 and it was during his
tenure that Electronic Voting Machines were successfully introduced in Indian
elections. He also served as a Minister in the Union Council of Ministers holding
portfolios of Youth Affairs and Sports; and, Statistics and Programme
Implementation. Dr. Gill received several awards, including the prestigious FPadma
Vibhushan, awarded in the year 2000.

In the passing away of Dr. M.S. Gill, the country has lost a capable
administrator, a prolific writer and an illustrious parliamentarian.

Shri D.B. Chandre Gowda passed away on the 7" of November, 2023. He
served as a Member of this distinguished House representing the State of Karnataka,
from April, 1986 to December, 1989.

Born on 26™ August, 1936, in Chikkamagaluru district of Karnataka, Shri
Chandre Gowda, had an illustrious political career spanning over four decades. An
advocate by profession, he had an illustrious political career which included being a
Member of Lok Sabha, for three terms from 1971-1984, Member of Legislative
Assembly (three terms) and Legislative Council of Karnataka. He was also a cabinet
minister in the Government of Karnataka from 1979 to 1980.

In the passing away of Shri D.B. Chandre Gowda, the country has lost an able
administrator and a distinguished parliamentarian.

Hon. Members, we deeply mourn the passing away of Shri Lalitohai Mehta,
Shrimati Basanti Sarma, Prof. M.S. Swaminathan, Dr. M.S. Gill and Shri D.B.
Chandre Gowda.
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| request the hon. Members to rise in their places and observe silence as a
mark of respect to the memory of the departed.

(Hon. Members then stood in silence for one minute. )

MR. CHAIRMAN: Secretary-General will convey to the members of the bereaved
families our sense of profound sorrow and deep sympathy.

PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE
MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, papers to be laid on the Table.

Bill passed by the House of Parliament during Two Hundred and Sixty-first Session of
the Rajya Sabha and assented to by the President

SECRETARY-GENERAL: Sir, with your kind permission, | lay on the Table, a copy of
the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Eighth Amendment) Bill, 2023, passed
by the House of Parliament during Two Hundred and Sixty-first Session of the Rajya

Sabha and assented to by the President.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 10886/17/23]

Notification of the Ministry of Coal

ST HATTd H o4 H3At (3} S99 M2 d SERME) : 9816, § DIl @i Hids
e AT gpivl Iuee AT, 1948 & &RT 7% & 37 draen @ U (faca
HENE) TSI, 2023 BT GBI BT ATl DIFA HATAT DI AR H. I, 3.
4336 (31), TaHI® 4 3FHaR, 2023 DI T Tl (ST T2 Z=T H) FHI Ul IR Il

gl

[Placed in Library. SeeNo. L.T. 10118/17/23]

Memorandum of Understanding (2023-24) between the Government of India and
HUDCO, New Delhi

AT 3R e BRI G F 5T T3 (2h biere fheiR) : 98iey, § 2023-24 &
Y & Y YR ARBR (MM 3R el BRI FATY) T SRR US 3feA
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STATHE BRUNTA s (gsa!), T ol & dia AU~ AAKT AU DI Uh
gfer (3fUsh a2 =<l ) ¥4 Yol IR Rl g

[Placed in Library. SeeNo. L.T. 10181/17/23]

I. Reports and Accounts (2022-23) of GRSE, Kolkata; TCL, Kanpur; and AVNL,
Chennai and related papers

Il. Reports and Accounts (2022-23) of DIAT, Girinagar, Pune; and CAPS, New Delhi
and related papers

I1l. Memorandum of Understanding (2023-24) between the Government of India and
various companies

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS; AND THE
MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI V.
MURALEEDHARAN): Sir, on behalf of my colleague, Shri Ajay Bhatt, | lay on the
Table—

I. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under sub-section (1)
(b) of Section 394 of the Companies Act, 2013:-
(i) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers
Limited (GRSE), Kolkata, for the year 2022-23, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts and the comments of the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India thereon.
(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Company.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 10203/17/23]
(i) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Troop Comforts Limited (TCL), Kanpur,
Uttar Pradesh, for the year 2022-23, together with the Auditor's Report on
the Accounts and the comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of
India thereon.
(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Company.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 10202/17/23]
(i) (a) Second Annual Report and Accounts of the Armoured Vehicles Nigam
Limited (AVNL), Chennai, Tamil Nadu, for the year 2022-23, together with
the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Company.
[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 10202A/17/23]
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Il. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:—

(i) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Defence Institute of Advanced

Technology (DIAT), Girinagar, Pune, Maharashtra, for the year 2022- 23,
together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b) Statement by Government accepting the above Report.

[Placed in Library. SeeNo. L.T. 10191/17/23]

(i) (a) Annual Report and Accounts of the Centre for Air Power Studies (CAPS),

New Delhi, for the year 2022-23 together with the Auditor's Report on the
Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Centre.

[Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 10193/17/23]

lIl. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:-

0

(i)

(i)

(v)

W)

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence) and the
Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited, Mumbai, for the year 2023-24.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence) and the
Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL), Visakhapatnam, for the year 2023-
24.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence) and the
Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE), Kolkata, for
the year 2023-24.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence) and the Goa
Shipyard Limited (GSL ), Goa, for the year 2023-24.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Department of Defence Production, Ministry of Defence) and the
Mishra Dhatu Nigam Limited, Hyderabad, for the year 2023-24.

[Placed in Library. For (i) and (v) See No. L.T. 10204/17/23]
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REPORTS OF THE DEPARTMENT-RELATED PARLIAMENTARY STANDING
COMMITTEE ON HOME AFFAIRS

SHRI BRIJLAL (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, | rise to present the following Reports (in English
and Hindi) of the Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home
Affairs:-

(i)  246th Report on 'The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023';
(i)  247th Report on 'The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023'; and
(i) ~ 248th Report on ' The Bharatiya Sakshya Bill, 2023.

PANEL OF VICE-CHAIRPERSONS

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, notices under Rule 267, received from Dr. John
Brittas, Shri P. Wilson, Shri Sandosh Kumra P and Shri Binoy Viswam, do not merit
any admittance. Now, next announcement re. Panel of Vice-Chairpersons.
| have to inform hon. Members that the Panel of Vice-Chairpersons has been
reconstituted with effect from 4" December, 2023 with the following hon. Members:
1. Shrimati Phulo Devi Netam;
. Shrimati S. Phangnon Konyak;
. Shrimati Darshana Singh;
. Dr. Sonal Mansingh;
. Dr. Sasmit Patra;
. Shri V. Vijayasai Reddy;
. Shri Sukhendu Sekhar Ray; and
. Shri Kartikeya Sharma

0o N O 00 ODN

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

MR. CHAIRMAN: | have to inform hon. Members that a letter has been received from
Dr. Dharmasthala Veerendra Heggade, Member, stating that he is unable to attend
the sittings of the current (262"") Session of Rajya Sabha from 4" to 18" December,
2023 due to his prior committed engagements.

Does he have the permission of the House for remaining absent from 4" to 18"
December, 2023 during the current (262"") Session of Rajya Sabha?

(No hon. Member dissented. )



[ 4 December, 2023 ]

MR. CHAIRMAN : Permission to remain absent is granted.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIR

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, announcement No. 4. Based on the
recommendations of the Business Advisory Committee, a procedure is in place that
Members who wish to speak in a debate should give their names to Table Office not
later than thirty minutes prior to the commencement of a debate with the approval of
their party leader or whip. The procedure is also brought to the notice of the hon.
Members through issuance of a para in the Parliamentary Bulletin Part-1l before the
commencement of every Session. However, it has been observed that during the
course of debates, requests are received from the Members from various parties to
participate in such debates and, at times, without the approval of their party leader or
whip. This practice causes difficulty in regulating the speaking time of parties as well
as of individual Members. Members are, accordingly, requested to kindly adhere to
the stipulated procedure and send their names for participation in a debate, at least,
thirty minutes prior to its commencement through their party leader or whip.

MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION

Concern over unseasonal rains and hailstorm damaging the crops in Maharashtra

it g WARTG RIS (AERTSY) : IR HEIed, M9+ 31 HERTSE & 16 forall
¥ AT SR SHIAH IRART A BAA! B JHA b H&H H diei BT Sl FTaR &g
g, S9d folT 3M9dT 9§ -98d g-arg|

FHYRT A1, FERTE H YRIND ATATT P GATideh BTeT bl SHITH TR 3MR
AT P BRI [T W H BHS B! &ll 1.3 ARG gaC IR P U s §| HERTG H
SHITH TR AR ATATIE 7 3,93,325 BFCIAR Y TR BHA! Dl JHA UgAR ©,
RTad IR AERTY, ARISIrSl 3R a9 § ¥ o701, urefer, YA, [gg,
IRI®, gof, FGRER, STellid, EAGTR, Jul, HARI, BAYN GHSIR, ST,
drs, f&men, wll, Jics, eI, b, IR, Jaadrd AR TRl &
BRI 96 ATIDIRA H 95 g9 U IR Bl &I B gs ol HIId Bl H IR,
&, Boll, RTST, TSI, HUN 3R 77 el &1 § 48R WRBR Bl IR F g
ARBR Y IJRIY DHRAT § b ABRTE AXBR Bl OB A ST YT AT, FraH 33
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TfcreTe ¥ 31fereh &rfcl UR ST Y3l g 6T AT &, 98 JATIS ahx I &Icrasd
ATl B STog W STog HG DI SITY| GHIUTT H8IGd, AU 9gd-95d g |

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

Demand for appointment of local language speaking staff for front desk jobs in
various institutions in Karnataka

SHRI JAGGESH (Karnataka): *"Sir, under the able leadership of hon. Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, our Government has always been promoting regional languages
and is committed to their overall growth. | appreciate the recent efforts made by our
hon. Finance Minister where she instructed all banks to appoint sufficient front desk
staff who speak the local languages.

In spite of this, banks, public sector institutions and MNCs continue to hire
people for front desk jobs who do not speak the local language in Karnataka. It is very
difficult for the local people to interact with the front desk staff. Such small problems
often create differences among States, because language and culture are highly
sensitive issues and it is our duty to be more vigilant with regard to them. Therefore,
the spirit of unity in diversity should be respected by all.

We do not have any objection if these institutions hire people speaking other
languages; they are free to do so. The people of Karnataka are very broad-minded
and we, whole-heartedly, welcome all people who speak different languages and
always treat them as our own family. Kannadigas never force their language on
outsiders; rather we always try to speak to them in their native languages. And, apart
from Kannada, we speak Tamil, Telugu, English and Hindi. We expect the same thing
from these institutions that they should not thrust languages upon us. This issue is not
limited to Karnataka. In every State, front desk jobs should be strictly reserved for the
people who speak the local languages.

"English translation of the original speech delivered in Kannada.
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Therefore, | urge the Government to regulate the appointment of local
language speaking staff for front desk jobs in these institutions except those which
are under the Control of State Governments, in all their branches across the
country."

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | associate myself with the issue raised by the hon.
Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised
by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | too associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | too associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

Need to address the issue of increased screen time among children

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir. This steep
increase in screen time in early childhood years has become a growing concern in
India. The advantage that technology has in education, entertainment and
communication cannot be denied, but it has been observed that very young children
who are still in their very early childhood years are spending more hours in front of
screens than required. This has been found to have a negative impact on various
aspects of their personalities, their vision, their cognitive, their intellectual, emotional,
social and also physical development. Most children are addicted to screens with
mobile phones playing the roles of babysitters in families. Sir, excessive screen time
beyond approximately one hour daily links to behavioural problems and poorer
vocabulary acquisition. The surge in screen based technology usage among very
young children has raised concerns about its impact on mental health and overall
well-being. A study reveals a connection between increased screen exposure from
six to eighteen months of age and adverse outcomes including heightened emotional
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reactivity, aggression, externalizing behaviour, such addictions may also lead to
attention deficit, hyperactivity which is called the ADHD and low academic output.
Additionally, finding suggests that elevated screen time at four years of age is linked
to lower levels of emotional understanding at six years of age. These observations
underscore the need for a balanced approach to technology use to safeguard the
mental health of young children. To address these concerns, a comprehensive
strategy should be implemented. The development of a policy framework should
prioritize setting permissible limits for screen time during educational activities as well.
Parents need support in understanding the consequences in managing the children's
screen exposure and this can be achieved through educational programmes and
resources that guide them on effective supervision. Additionally, Sir, one more
important point is that workplaces should consider policies that enable parent to
balance workloads and allocate dedicated time for their children fostering a healthier
balance between technology use and quality time in the family. This dual approach
combining educational reforms and supportive parental policies aims to create a more
conducive environment for the holistic development of children while acknowledging
the role of technology in education. The greatest risk, Sir, is that this increases the
risk of online predators exploiting small children through child pornography...(Time-
bell rings.)... The Government must pay attention to this critical issue. Thank you,
Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Fauziaji, a very important issue.

SHRI DHANANJAY BHIMRAO MAHADIK (Maharashtra): Sir, | associate myself with
the issue raised by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI JEBI MATHER HISHAM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the
issue raised by the hon. Member.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

SHRI P. WILSON (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
issue raised by the hon. Member.
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SHRI JOSE K. MANI (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
issue raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by
the hon. Member.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

Need to address the financial crisis in state of Kerala

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P. (Kerala): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | take this
opportunity to demand the immediate release of Rs. 5,352 crores Central aid which is
due to the State of Kerala. It is the genuine share of the people of Kerala and it is not
anybody’s generosity. This amount includes Rs. 790 crores in the form of UGC pay
revision, another Rs. 700 crores for paddy procurement and for health care it is Rs.
220 crores. So, altogether, it comes to Rs. 5,352 crores.

The State of Kerala submitted all the documents properly and made certain
changes suggested by the Central Government. But, till now, this huge amount is due
to the State of Kerala. So, | take this opportunity once again to demand immediate
release of the same.

Sir, | would like to add one important thing. The existing Centre-State financial
relations must be redefined. According to the Fifteenth Finance Commission — as it
is rightly observed — States’ account for more than 62 per cent of total national
expenditure. The States are playing a major role in achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals. Whereas, their income share is just 37 per cent! This is huge
and glaring disparity and this must be addressed within no time.

Sir, after implementation of the GST, States are suffering due to shortage of
finance. So, there is an immediate need and demand for revisiting or restructuring or

11
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redefining the Centre-State financial relations. Otherwise, we cannot achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals. | demand the Union Government to take note of this.

Let me add one more thing. Kerala is a State which is the worst sufferer. The
Fifteenth Finance Commission provided for just 1.9 per cent of the Central taxes to
Kerala, whereas, at the time of Tenth Finance Commission, it was 3.9 per cent of the
Central taxes. Hence, kindly note all these points and redefine the Centre-State
financial relations. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Those who want to associate with the hon. Member may
kindly send their slips to the Table.

DR. SANTANU SEN (West Bengal): Sir, | associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | also associate
myself with the matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI JEBI MATHER HISHAM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRI JOSE K. MANI (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.
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SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRI K.R.N. RAJESHKUMAR (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI BINOY VISWAM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | too associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | too associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

Need to take steps to release Indian fishermen who are currently
in Pakistani jails

it wifepRRe Mifga (ToRm@) : IUFHUla d8ley, § Aud! Seleld ¥ ORI &
PRI BT Uh $3Y IOT1 A8 gl

TR, BN I[OIRTA BT SRAT FHTRT UTFHEITT A FT G311 81 AT WY 156 HGIAN
TR Bl e | & UTfbR BT DI Dedl & fb 3R MY Tefedl F IISY I
o %\r, @ maximum imprisonment is for three years. CEIB RIS Il f\bci ] el
G qhdl ©, IR A AT didt ST b d1g H1 d AN g8 UR hg H 2| qTipedr 73
AR VBT ¥ N HGRARI Bl IST B of STl o 1R ST {hRRT dicw 98l uR ¥ad! g,
Ih X F AR Yof 301 o &, GRIDR o Sl &1 3fely 3R J ff¥nT dicw amw
3T 1 2, 1 BAR AGRAR] & fhdl &9 BT 81 I5<l &1 I P Tl SADI & AR
off 3R o9 AHIE {18 ST &1 WRHR oY, A1 89 74 el 3R g8+ A -IR =Iof Bl
ATl H MY STRY ARBR ¥ TRIY BT ASdT § [ STh] I: Y[ fhar Syl

g4 U $HM I YO HRAT AT fh PR J&T A AGIR B! Hifel IH S1h
o), @ fora h, A1 98 S 981 ba 7 e 3iR S 7AgIRT uIfhed™ & %3 ¥ g,
Ig g8l A AU B B Td fokg FHdT 211 98 B Y T ATl 39 TR Bl
RS H 98 95 81 ™1 81 U URAR & gva1 BT AT 9% Bl $ha 4 8 AR IHD
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BTeT-aTl WY URAR dTel 81 ST A, I MY STh] HTARIGAT THST Adhd &l AfTy
I8 BT Y: % &1 A1y

EH GURT BT I8 I HRATIT AT, TRDHR o I awh [ bt o7 fob 57 1
TGN B BT a1 98] T3 3R 3 BN die &1 agl v foran a1, @ 99 o+
3 fpedl & i AT SITar 21 3R S9! fBi3n gie & forv afeus! <) e ot 98
SIS ISR EEER

Rt ST AT off, ST 98l W) gs o, I 1R 9gd BH 21 IRAR BT ST Al
HH 9Tl IRP §, T8 Al ha § ol TIT 3R ST=Relt st fBfEnT aic & uRaR &
Rra= ft 7T A AT HHE AT AT B 8, I AT H B 21 519 d Iof S &, al S8R
% g 3R Afza gacl g1 A1 STd! $o AfTsis e a1feyl 39 aw @l
WRHR - TH 9gd g R b1 Rived & oy <t oY S8 Siidied f&am /@ o,
I AN BI |l a1 =el 3 H 3R a1€% $i¥ B I8 g, I I§ I a199 B <771
SHDT FFARICI Yo TORTd Ta=iHe Y| HIVSTSl « Fal fdh 9Rd GRBR - Sil U
RIeeH Il &1 718 R8T ol H SRR W IIRIY Bl § (b I8 MR WRA IRBHR B o,
HIisusl 74 41 98 &8 31 8, 91 89 A © {6 I8 9gd 9IRa 9o 2, gafely
AIIerS & SIRY sHH! Sirg 9t 8191 =nfa vl

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | associate myself with the matter raised by the
hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI JEBI MATHER HISHAM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. SANTANU SEN (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

"Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | also associate
myself with the matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P. (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue
raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
issue raised by the hon. Member.

Need to provide support to the farmers who are custodians of traditional
seed varieties in India

SHRI ANEEL PRASAD HEGDE (Bihar): Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, for
giving me time to speak on this very important issue pertaining to farmers who are
custodians of traditional seed varieties.

Sir, India had rich agro diversity. Scientist, Dr. Richharia, had documented
thousands of valuable paddy varieties which were evolved and selected by our
ancestral farmers. Though Green Revolution paradigm eroded this rich agro diversity
wealth, yet our farmers continued to conserve some of them in their farms. Despite
great logistical and financial hardships, these farmers are conserving thousands of
varieties of different crops. Some of them have been recognized with Genome
Saviour Award, which is a welcome recognition for their contribution. We also need
to remember the role of women farmers.

Sir, the Government needs to identify and support such seed savers and train
them for maintaining genetic purity of seeds’ characterization and cataloguing under a
scheme, providing infrastructure facilities and stipends. Surely, the Government will
agree with me that des/ seed varieties and the farmers who conserve them need
support so that it can then become a basis for spread of organic and natural farming.

Late Shri George Fernandes, who led an aggressive campaign against signing
of GATT and WTO Treaty, is an inspiration for me. | am proud that in 2009, when
regulator, GEAC, approved BT Brinjal, it was again my party leader, Shri Nitish
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Kumar, who opposed this. The then Environment Minister, Shri Jairam Ramesh,
ordered a moratorium on GM crops in 2010, which continued till the present
Government approved GM Mustard last year.

In seeds, having natural and organic farming, | have got trained people, like Dr.
Debal Deb, who has conserved 1,400 paddy varities, agriculturist Shri Subhash
Palekar who makes jeevamrita out of desi cow’s dung, and also the Millet Man of
India, Dr. Khader Vali. All of these great personalities advocate des/ seeds. Two of
them are the recipients of Padma Award by the present Government. Each of them
believes that there cannot be organic or natural farming without des/ seeds, definitely
not GM crops.

Thank you very much.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | associate myself with the matter raised by the
hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI JEBI MATHER HISHAM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI JOSE K. MANI (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | also associate
myself with the matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.
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SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P. (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

DR. SANTANU SEN (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

Increasing incidents of Acid Attacks in the country

ST i ATEa (STR US) : AT SUFHMRT ST, 3179 VRIS 3rcd Yifedl ol
o & Hag H I i BT aER X1, 39F oy § vl g=yare <l g1 ga
ASfpal 3R AfZeall UR YRTS gHeA AHBICIT AR TS § Uh 984 HR e
&1 fwy &1 g8 U U1 fAw &, St Afgalrei & ga 9 difsd 2 3R #R fog 9g4a &
AR YAl Bl I IR RBIS R 6 AR, WR H fUwel g auf H 1,500
URAS 9l §U &1 S99 T8 3TURTY ¥ 99 Al ARIR®E, AFRI®, AFINS IR 3fH
HfSTSIl A I GIfed &1 d TSI HSHTd, Dot 3R FATS A AT BT W HHAT
B &1 J 9T AT SRaoTe, BT eIl ddb gga & oy Wi §ed 3 I3 B
Dy AlZATY U et AR &I P DHIRUT BTH HR 3R TSI HHAT H 4T
A Bl gl &1 H TRPR A VTS 84l Dl b AR TURTEAT Bl SIS PRA P
oy I&pTe IR AT FHeH IBM AR FTSihal Td Afgarsli & s T iR
BT Y& B Bl 3MUE Bl gl § I8 Al e &_adl g b IR Bl I8
gfead w1 @z & difsdl o1 qaia garmas fel, Ju fRfeear Sy &1,
ITD! DI FETIAT W UL HIRT MY, Il RIE, It fdepTd Td RISHIR b
T SqaR Al el 3R |1 &1, Id] qriore e Al fell s9d 91 81, 84
AT gEeTd & g 9l 1T I T PR

§ WRPHR 9§ I8 A e Al g & To9 sqall & dHo W AR smanT #f
22691 RUIC Ud Ieddd <A1 b (GRMHG eI Bl 91 Tehlel YHTd I R HRA1 9118,
SEUCIC]

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | associate myself with the Zero Hour Mention
raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI DEEPAK PRAKASH (Jharkhand): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero
Hour Mention raised by the hon. Member.
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DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
Mention raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | also associate
myself with the Zero Hour Mention raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI DHANANJAY BHIMRAO MAHADIK (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself
with the Zero Hour Mention raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI P. WILSON (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
Mention raised by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
Mention raised by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
Mention raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention raised by the hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero
Hour Mention raised by the hon. Member.

Demand for Enumeration/Revision of Voters' List in fair and
justifiable manner

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): *"Hon. Deputy
Chairman, | thank you for giving me the opportunity. The subject of my Zero Hour
submission is Demand for Enumeration/Revision of Voter’s List in fair and Justifiable
manner.

Sir, democracy will be strengthened only when the Right to Vote is exercised
without any fear. Right to Vote is like a weapon for administrative procedure. The

"English translation of the original speech delivered in Telugu.
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Right to Vote, which is like a compass to democracy, is being curtailed by removing
the names of the voters from the Voter’s List without any notice in some States. i

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No comment on State Government, please.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR: People, who have been recruited here,
are being engaged in the process of deletion of names from the Voter’s List without
following the rules, during the Enumeration of Voter’s List. This exercise is done on a
large scale, particularly in my State of Andhra Pradesh. In the past, we had submitted
many representations to the Election Commission in this regard. For example, nearly
70,000 names from Anakapalli, 17,000 names from Narsipatnam and 9,500 names
from Madugula have been deleted from the respective Electoral Rolls. Sir, attempts
have been made to remove nearly ten lakh names of voters from the Voter’s List as
per the State Election Commission’s list. The Voter’s List has not been rectified till
date and a representation was submitted to the Central Election Commission, Chief
Electoral Officer and District Election Officers for rectifying the voter’s list. However,
no action was taken in this regard. * Though the matter was brought to the notice of
the Election Commission, the list was not rectified. Hence, we raised this issue in the
Parliament today.

We strongly condemn this attempt to win the election through ) by snatching
away from the people their Right to Vote, which is a weapon for protecting
Democracy. At least now, the Election Commission should concentrate on the issues
mentioned by us and take suitable action. Names of eligible voters should be
reinstated in the Voter’s List. In the backdrop of the ruling party issuing Form 7 in bulk
for the deletion of names from the existing electoral roll, we request that the matter be
examined and voters be intimated before deleting their names. " Thank you, Sir."

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | associate myself with the Zero Hour Mention
raised by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
Mention raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P. (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
Mention raised by the hon. Member.

"Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention raised by the hon. Member.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Kanakamedala Ravindra Kumar ji T TaHe
& HI ST dnH'QH %, as per rules, we will examine whether it will go or not. Now, Shri

V. Vijayasai Reddy.
Demand to increase the Creamy Layer income limit for the Backward Classes

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the
provisions for reservation were introduced in the Constitution of India to provide
educational and employment opportunities to the Backward Classes so that they
could be on par with the other sections in the society. In fact, the Mandal
Commission had recognized that BCs are historically marginalized and it made
recommendations to provide reservations for Backward Classes whose income is less
than the mandated ceiling. Other BCs whose income is higher than the mandated
limit were excluded. They are called as ‘creamy layer and excluded from the
reservation.

Sir, the creamy layer was introduced, and it was first raised to Rs. 2.5 lakhs in
2004, revised to Rs. 4.5 lakhs in 2008, revised again to Rs. 6 lakhs in 2013 and the
last revision took place in 2017 at Rs. 8 lakhs per annum. The enhancement is done
to adjust for the inflation once in three years. However, the existing limit for creamy
layer has not been revised for the last six years. During this time, the inflation
increased manifold. Applying three-year formula, the revision of creamy layer limit is
twice overdue till now.

Sir, the delay in revising the creamy layer limit has denied the reservations to
many needy and deserving Backward Classes, that is, BCs. There is an urgent need
to revise the income criteria. The Ministry of Social Justice also recommended for
increasing the limit from present 8 lakhs to 12 lakhs of rupees.

Therefore, | strongly urge the Union Government to revise the creamy layer limit
and ensure that three-year interval of revising the creamy layer limit is strictly adhered
to. This will ensure the true social equality for all BCs in the country. Thank you very
much, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN : Thank you, Vijayasai Reddyji.
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DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | would like to associate myself with the Zero
Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA (Bihar): Sir, | would also like to associate myself with
the Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | would also like
to associate myself with the Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI P. WILSON (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would also like to associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI RAM CHANDER JANGRA (Haryana): Sir, | would also like to associate myself
with the Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | would also like to associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI SUJEET KUMAR (Odisha): Sir, | would also like to associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla.

Demand to reduce the beneficiary contribution for implementing the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JUM) scheme at SC habitations to Five Per Cent

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, my
demand is to reduce the beneficiary contribution of 10 per cent while implementing Jal
Jeevan Mission at villages with more than 50 per cent of SC and ST population. The
Jal Jeevan Mission, a programme of this Government and a crucial step towards
achieving the United Nations” Sustainable Development Goal 6 aims to ensure access
to water and sanitation for all.

Sir, water is the basic necessity for any life. The good governance should
ensure that all citizens in India are getting access to water and sanitation. As per the
Government’s Press Release, 60 per cent of the rural households, that is, out of 20
crore, around 11.66 crore rural households, are connected through Functional
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Household Tap Connections and the remaining 40 per cent, that is, approximately 9
crore households are yet to be connected.

Sir, the recent problem in this scheme is the revised beneficiary contribution.
While launching the scheme, it is mentioned that for villages having more than 50 per
cent SC and ST population, the community contribution would be 5 per cent of the
capital cost. Recently, the Ministry has increased the community contribution to 10
per cent of the capital cost and earlier, it was 5 per cent only. This has posed difficulty
in implementing the scheme now.

Hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the SC/ST population in our country consists of
the most marginalized and economically weaker sections. Good governance should
empathize their situation and devise the schemes and guidelines in favour of these
citizens. Increasing the beneficiary contribution for the villages with 50 per cent or
more SC and ST households has reduced the interest of the people to avail this
scheme, and no wonder, this will be the bottleneck for this scheme implementation.

Sir, | humbly request the hon. Minister through this august House to take
necessary steps to reduce the beneficiary contribution at the said villages down to 5
per cent or nil. Thank you, Sir,

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mohamed Abdullaji

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | would like to associate myself with the Zero Hour
Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | would also like to associate
myself with the Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | would also like
to associate myself with the Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. SHANMUGAM (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would also like to associate myself with
the Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI P. WILSON (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would also like to associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | would also like to associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.
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SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would also like to associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI K.R.N. RAJESHKUMAR (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | would also like to associate myself
with the Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | would also like to associate
myself with the Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. SANTANU SEN (West Bengal) : Sir, | would also like to associate myself with the
Zero Hour Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue raised by the
hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue
raised by the hon. Member.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Sant Balbir Singhiji.
Need to address the problem of air pollution

it |a FereR 18 (UST19) : *"Thank you, Sir, for giving me the opportunity to speak
on an important issue. Today, | want to draw the attention of this august House
towards the very serious issue of air pollution which has very adverse effect on people
and environment.
Sir, the first Sikh Guru, Shri Guru Nanak Dev ji, had during his preachings said
over 500 years ago-
The air is revered like a Guru
Water is revered like father
And Land is revered like mother.
They are all very important.
If they remain clean
The entire world flowers in happiness.

"English translation of the original speech delivered in Punjabi.
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Sir, today, the entire world is facing the challenges of environmental pollution.
India and Indians are suffering a lot due to environment pollution. About 21.8 lakh
people die in India due to air pollution. The air in India is very polluted. In Delhi, the
citizens get clean air on only one day during the year. In Mumbai, citizens get pure air
only for 6 days. And in Chennai, citizens get clean air only for 15 days in a year.

So, | want to draw the attention of all of us to this fact that we have suffered a
loss of 36.8 billion dollar due to ill-effects of pollution since 2019. It is 1.36%b of India’s
GDP. This is a colossal loss.

Sir, surprisingly, the farmers of Punjab are generally targeted and blamed for
air-pollution. It is said that farmers of Punjab are responsible for air-pollution as they
indulge in stubble-burning. Then, how come the pollution level of Punjab remains
minimum, and the pollution level of Delhi is maximum! The farmers of Punjab do not
want to burn stubble. They have huge regard for Guruji. Circumstances compel them
to indulge in stubble burning. The Punjab Government had suggested to the Central
Government that financial help should be provided to the farmers of Punjab so that
they can get rid of this practice. The Delhi Government is providing Rs. 1,500 to each
farmer...”" (Time-bell rings. )

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Nothing is going on record. #THII Hd deAdR Sil, SIR]
IR H 9 fA9e &1 997 &) 81 I oy S99 31frd dieil, a1 a8 Rars § 81
SITQTT |

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | too associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRI DHANANJAY BHIMRAO MAHADIK (I\/Iaharashtra): Sir, | too associate myself
with the matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | too associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

*Not recorded.
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SHRI SUJEET KUMAR (Odisha): Sir, | too associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | too associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. SANTANU SEN (West Bengal): Sir, | too associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | too associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRI JOSE K. MANI (Kerala): Sir, | too associate myself with the matter raised by
the hon. Member.

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | too associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | too associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, Shri P. Wilson.
Implementation of Uniform Civil Code in the Country

SHRI P. WILSON (Tamil Nadu): Sir, there is an attempt to thrust the Uniform Civil
Code by the Union Government on the people of this country. The Uniform Civil Code
proposes a unified set of personal laws applicable to all religions, which would govern
marriage, divorce, inheritance and adoption. If the UCC is implemented, the current
separate laws for Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Parsis, Zoroastrians and Sikhs would
be replaced by a common law. The question is whether the *

Sir, India is a remarkably diverse country encompassing a wide range of
religious, cultural and linguistic variations. Within Hinduism, numerous sub-cultures
exist, each distinguished by its individual identity, traditions and customs. |Imposing a

"Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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single set of personal laws on all religious, sub-sects and denominations could
potentially erode their distinctiveness and the rich diversity.

Sir, the first casualty of the UCC would be the Hindu tribes, especially from
States like Assam, Nagaland, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Tripura, Manipur
...(Interruptions )... Arunachal Pradesh, Goa and Karnataka, which have unique
customs and traditions and which are all protected by Article 371(A-H) of the
Constitution of India. The UCC would destroy this constitutional guarantee.
...(Interruptions )...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Interruptions)... We will examine it. Please
take your seats. ... (Interruptions ... Please, please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI P. WILSON: The second casualty would be freedom of religion, guaranteed by
Article 25 of the Indian Constitution, not only for minorities, but also for the majority
religions. Additionally, Article 29, which protects the rights of the minorities to
preserve and protect their distinct culture, will erode the unique culture and traditions
of minorities. ... (Interruptions)... Thirdly, UCC would affect the advantages given to
the Hindu Undivided Family in property and taxation laws. Most religions treat
marriage as a holy sacrament. The UCC would reduce it to a civil transaction, like
property transaction, and will destroy the sanctity of these sacraments. Tying a thali
or mangalsutra, taking seven steps around the holy fire or performing seerthirutha
self-respect marriages, introduced by Perarignar Anna, will be wiped out by UCC.
...(Interruptions)... Already, the 21 Law Commission, after two years of
consultations, recommended not to bring the UCC. The Constituent Assembly itself
said, while enacting Article 44, that unless there is a consensus by all citizens of this
country, the Uniform Civil Code should not be implemented. ...(/nterrupt/ons)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, take your seats. ...(Interruptions)... Please,
please. ...(Interruptions)....

SHRI P. WILSON: | would like to urge the hon. Prime Minister through this august
House that instead of thrusting the Uniform Civil Code that wipes off customs, we
should adopt a rights-based approach to bring equal rights for women, children and
disadvantaged groups by encouraging dialogues, understanding and bringing in
gradual reforms within  communities through social engineering to weed out
undesirable practices. It is through these means that we can strike a balance between
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individual rights, freedom and communal harmony. | thank Mr. Deputy Chairman for
giving me this opportunity. The Treasury Benches should listen to us calmly.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | associate myself with the Zero
Hour mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

DR.JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Zero Hour mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. SHANMUGAM (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA (Bihar): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P. (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI JEBI MATHER HISHAM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero
Hour mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour mention
made by the hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the issue
raised by the hon. Member.
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SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
issue raised by the hon. Member.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The next speaker is Dr. V. Sivadasan.
...(Interruptions)... Nothing is going on record. ...(Interruptions)... Dr. Sivadasan,
you will speak for two minutes because Shri Ajay Pratap Singh will associate for one
minute on the same issue. ...(Interruptions)...

Concern over Silkyara Tunnel accident in Uttarakhand

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, a painful incident has
occurred in Silkyara tunnel. ... (Interruptions ...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You will speak for two minutes because Shri Ajay Pratap
Singh will associate for one minute on the same issue. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. V. SIVADASAN: Sir, Silkyara tunnel incident was a very painful incident. All
security measures, rules and norms were violated there. The company has violated
it. Why did this sad incident happen there”? What was the inquiry report after the
incident? This was not the first time that such an incident happened in that area. The
workers told that earlier 17 times such an incident was reported. For 1/ days, the 41
workers were in the tunnel. The entire world was watching it. There were security
violations in the tunnel. There was no safety exit. It was in the plan but, in reality, it
was not there. Another thing is that the escape route was in the plan but it was not
there. Trench cages or safe tubes were not there. Workers were working in
unprotected parts of the trench. Workers said that fume pipes which were required
as per safety norms were not there. This gross negligence on the part of the company
should be inquired. (Time-bell rings.)

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | associate myself with the Zero Hour mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Zero Hour mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.
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SHRI P. WILSON (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | also associate
myself with the Zero Hour mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. SHANMUGAM (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P. (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

DR.JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI R. GIRIRAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Ajay Pratap Singh will associate on the same issue for
one minute. ...(Interruptions)... JMIBT HTcH g o <1 Taifldue o 8, S9¢ foru
T e 3R U9 3 R Sl 43 qiel 1ol 9 B &, 39 (o1 &l e &1 99y
BIdT 81 This has been the practice.

31t oroTa yaTd R (e Uew) ¢ AT SUMHMRT Ay, gAR el 1. Rrarers
ST A R faw &1 Soor o 2, S99 fawa & dev # ST 1u=1 efeaivn 81 Adar
2 3R 3T 19 fIaR 81 Wavd &, olfdh # AGT Bl TR BT ATEd g b 919 FAN
T HAT SRy 2 AR5 Hiel S ¥ 39 9 ¥ Ugd o7 Ugell ®hed gl o1, d
IR BT AT fh ST RHR TRI61 BT FAfTT TRHR erfl 3R 39 g1 7 78 e
& & o5 A= werr= 531 Si Sl $8d &, S9D] A1 B &l A JeT J31
IS, A STRIES & Y& 4311 HEled, ST Rd (Rerrs) & 4. s Sff iR
9 919 B W I gU A4 TG, T AABHIR, T X HIgT4 3R F4T veii
®I H 99T 3R gare 31 § {6 I8 91 GoI-1 & AU 9 9919 BRI Bl G
FRIATE ...(AHT Bl ). 3R AN 41 7GR DI GRIAT 18R FFahTet 2|

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri A.D. Singh. ...(Interruptions)... Please speak.
...(Interruptions)...
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SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI (Maharashtra): Sir, my name...

it SyuTafer : 39T A foRe H T8I ® and it is not accepted. It is not going on
record. ...(Interruptions)... A v, 3. g, 31 91|

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri A.D. Singh, please speak. ...(Interruptions)... It is
not going on record. ...(Interruptions)... Shri A.D. Singh will speak. That will go on
record. ...(Interruptions)... 34 gIfeTUl ...(Taem™). ..

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI:

it SuuTafa: g Tl ... (G ). .. 3T 1Y ...(FIEH)... Shri A.D. Singh,
please speak. ...(Interruptions)...

Need to de-register and scrap the over-aged vehicles plying in NCR

SHRI A.D. SINGH (Bihar): The National Green Tribunal, in 2014, banned all diesel
vehicles older than ten years and the petrol ones older than 15 vyears.
...(Interruptions )...

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: *

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please, nothing is going on record. ...(Interruptions)...
Priyankayi, please do not obstruct. Your name is not here. ...(/nterrupt/ons)...

SHRI A.D. SINGH: The Ministry has also issued a notification in 2023 for
deregistration and scrapping of all vehicles owned by the Central and State
Governments that do not comply with the NGT order. The Delhi Government has
issued orders for deregistration and scrapping of vehicles. Further, we know that
older vehicles pose risk to road safety, consume more fuel and pollute the
environment. To tackle the problem, the Government has come out with a Vehicle
Scrapping Policy. Under this scheme, the persons opting for scrapping of vehicles will
get incentives in the form of reduced registration fee and road tax besides other
incentives from the auto industry. As per the Government's estimates, at present,

*Not recorded.
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there are more than one crore vehicles that are required to be deregistered and
scrapped across the country, for which the Government has approved 70 Registered
Vehicle Scrapping Facilities, out of which 38 are operational. However, the situation
at the ground level, particularly in the NCR, is totally different. There are lakhs of
vehicles, including the Government vehicles, plying on roads which have reached the
10-year diesel and 15-year petrol limit thereby adding to pollution in the city. The
whole purpose of the NGT order and the Government's efforts is defeated by this
omission on the part of the concerned Department to take action. It is high time that
all end-of-life vehicles should be deregistered and scrapped. Thank you.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI: Sir... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Priyankayi, your issue is a State subject. It has not been
allowed. ...(Interruptions)... Please, it is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)...
Now, Shri Ayodhya Rami Reddy Alla - not present. ...(Interruptions)... Shri
Niranjan Bishi - not present. ...(Interruptions)... ShriVaiko...(Interruptions)... Shri
Vaiko, you have given your notice. It is on 'concern over frequent attacks and arrest
of Indian fishermen by Sri Lankan Navy'. ... (Interruptions)... Shri Vaiko, do you not
want to speak? ...(Interruptions)... Now, Shri Elamaram Kareem's issue is there on
'need to increase the share of Central Government in various important Government
schemes like PMAY, etc.'.

SHRI VAIKO (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir...(Interruptions)...

Need to increase the share of Central Government in various important Government
schemes like PMAY etc.

SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM (Kerala): Sir, | have submitted an important issue related
to the financial position of Kerala. My colleague, Shri Sandosh Kumar P., has also
presented on this matter here. With the developmental activities and other things
going on, Kerala is facing acute shortage of finances. We request the Government of
India to revisit the Finance Commission's definitions and the principle of fund
allocation.
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Now, our borrowing limit has been drastically reduced and the loans taken by
some public sector companies for their own purposes are also calculated as State
borrowing. That is an unfair practice. So far, such an attitude was not there against
any State. Certain Departments under the Government of India, particularly the
National Highways Authority, have taken huge loans. But, the same is not being
calculated as the loan by the Government of India. So, these principles need to be
revisited, and also the amount spent by the State towards land acquisition for the
National Highways, which is borrowed by the KIIFB, a finance company, has also
been calculated as State borrowing. That should be exempted from that calculation.

SHRI JOSE K. MANI (Kerala): Sir, | associate myself with the Zero Hour mention
made by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour mention
made by the hon. Member.

DR. SASMIT PATRA (Odisha): Sir, | also associate myself with the Zero Hour
mention made by the hon. Member.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Question Hour. Hon. Members, the Multi-Media
Devices (MMDs) may not display the list of questions due to some technical glitch.
Though it will be resolved very soon, the mikes of hon. Members may be switched off
for a moment to reboot the system. Hon. Members may kindly bear with the
inconvenience. ...(Interruptions)... Now, Question Hour.

it wiftpRiig MiZd (ORI : IR, 8H HF 9 HF Td 8IS il e a1yl
(TALT)..

37 ITST19 I[FHT (VAR : TR, HH A BH U TS BIUl (el ATy ..(Taem)..

(MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)

it wifelaE MfEd : 3y VA1 o SRy 6 & wa g8 Sidt fire STl .(caaem)..
AR, TN JAMTHRI B &l HINTYI .(TILTH)..

SHRIMATI PRIYANKA CHATURVEDI (I\/Iaharashtra): Sir, | need your protection.
...(Interruptions)... Sir, it is an important issue.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Those of the Members who have an impression about it, | would be
happy to receive them in my Chamber and discuss the matter today itself. Now,
Question No. 1.

12.00 Noon
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

UDAN Scheme

*1. SHRI KARTIKEYA SHARMA: Will the Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to
state:-

(a) the number of airports under UDAN scheme opened in the State of Haryana;

(b) the amount of Viability Gap Funding provided to these airports till date;

(c) the new airports proposed under the scheme for the State of Haryana;

(d) the proposed date of operationalizing Ambala Airport along with details of
scheduled/unscheduled flights planned and cities proposed to be connected initially
with Ambala Airport; and

(e) the domestic air traffic from the State of Haryana during the last three years
including 2023, year-wise and airport-wise ?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA): (a) to (e) A
statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) In the 2nd round of bidding under UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik), Hisar
airport owned by the State Government of Haryana was identified for development
and operation of flights under Regional Connectivity Scheme. RCS flights connecting
Hisar with Chandigarh was commenced on 14.01.2021 by M/s Air Taxi with the 3-
seater aircraft. The routes connecting Hisar with Dharamshala and Dehradun
commenced on 08.02.2021. The flights were subsequently discontinued by the
operator from 01.08.2021 due to operational reasons.

(b) An amount of Rs. 66,21,669/- towards Viability Gap Funding (VGF) was
disbursed to the Selected Airline Operator for operation of the RCS flights. An amount
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of Rs 37.81 cr has been spent on the development of Hisar Airport under the
Revival/Upgradation of Airports/heliports/water aerodromes

(c) and (d) During the 3rd round of bidding, Ambala airport owned by the IAF was
identified to operate RCS flights. Under UDAN 4.2 round of bidding, RCS routes
Ambala-Srinagar-Ambala was awarded to M/s FlyBig for operation of RCS flights
with 19 seater type of aircraft. An amount of Rs.25 Crore has been sanctioned for
development work of Civil Enclave at Ambala Airport, which is being undertaken by
the Government of Haryana.

(e) A total of 182 RCS flights were operated connecting Hisar Airport from Feb 2021 to
Aug 2021.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, Shri Kartikeya Sharma, please put your first
supplementary.

SHRI KARTIKEYA SHARMA: Hon. Chairman, Sir, through you, | would like to ask the
hon. Minister whether the Ministry is considering to take any steps to safeguard the
rights and the interests of the passengers of airlines just like the rights of airlines and
airline crew are defined. As there have been many instances that have come to light
where passengers, especially, elder people and the first time flyers from rural areas,
have been mistreated in the name of safety and procedures. What is the Ministry
planning to do in this regard?

MR. CHAIRMAN': Please be pointed.

$ft SOifcRifee wa. R . 99T A8iey, 'S A9l W I8 Udh 9gd 8l
Hecaqul Ue 21 § 3MTUh gIRT e Dl I8 Wl I HRA1 aredl § b qar 43l 9=
HIgT ST B Teb Hecarhiel ST & fob 89 AR 2ER I ANR a7 &5 Bl Sire
UTg| SHBT YR <% H 984 IR g3 &1 IAT H 517 Hed Faleld ol 39 'S
IS B T 95 Aecdqul Y[ APl &9 59 bR A 41 <@ Fhd & b g Tt ST
BT GBI FEG UL, IS AR BTAE H el & fagd § Wi W9 1 urdT 21 39
AR DI T H] Sl P ~Iged H GO ST H WY 31 of S - §H 5D [eary I
|G I ST IT8d &1 STEl d HIabd Sl 7 39 Fa- § U1 Y81 7, § 379! AR
T H2ATeT Y 3R A fawar faet T =red g i Aue! sik RregReET gaR H=rery
&I MAMHAY &1 RRIRST & foly BART BCAS, Bureau of Civil Aviation Security
AT AN YIRUITH YR (U TS R I3t 8 3R AU & forg gARI ST DGCA




[ 4 December, 2023 ]

TRAT &, T8 B YIRS 3R B¥h TIRYIE & foT¢ CAR, ST Civil Aviation Rules BT
g, 3 B 8, 1D AR IR B FGRefl, ITd! AHT 3R ITh! FIa! &1 gof
ST G S| I8 Sl GeT IOl 2, H 99 IR Ive g1 dredl § (b Afe fedr 9
RIS & A1 Bl Wl FAgicHe 8IdT 8, 6! a1 #7A1eg &1 el &, al Bk
Bl I YIRATS IT I9 YIRUIC, SH1 bl G (BT ST &, S99 STa1d fofar ST &
STl s Al TIRATS I1 TIRUIC ST 91T STl &, Il HATeld & 3R | 39 IR gul
Y I Tt by B STl B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary, Shri Kartikeya Sharma.

SHRI KARTIKEYA SHARMA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, through you, | would like to ask
whether the Ministry is considering opening or increasing the number of pilot training
institutes in the country given the increase in the demand in the aviation sector.

it safoifec oo, fafdmn : 9R, S1fdea St 9 98 4 g 9gd dgcayul g9 Iom
21 BAR TR [IHT &3 &1 faIR 3111 377 dTel a1 H 98 e+ arell 51 forg qer 4
65 aYf H $Had 74 YIRUICH &, T&I Y& HH] Sl & ~Iged H 3791 149 YIUITH,
gellaIcH, JiegIFd Yaferd 81 U138 &1 §A+ 59 9T I A1g 1 aui § S ¥ 1G]
PR a7 g 3R gARY Urdffadt 8 6 89 3 Sax 39 3R 981Ul 9%, 9N
TIRATSH ! HI QUi &THT T g+ dTell &1 TR SI3AT 7 470 @I BT TSR STall 2,
ST 71 500 ©I=A BT 3iTEX STl & iR B4 31 dTet {1 H 9 &3 B AT & &4
H QR <2 B UP hal g1 dTed & - H IATYD AEgH A Fa Bl I8 (99 <1 2Tl

gl

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sir, the UDAN Scheme has been designed to make air travel
more accessible to the common man. But there are problems in the bidding process,
and that is why we are not able to operate the way we should in remote areas.
Nanded Airport is an airport which was constructed because the Sikh community has
a sacred place there. But Nanded Airport is not functional. | had written to the
Minister, and he very kindly replied to me saying that Nanded Airport would be
available for bidding in the list of under-served airports, and if any airlines submits a
valid bid for the routes connecting Nanded, the same shall be considered as per the
provisions of the scheme document. Sir, | want to know what happened to the
Nanded Airport flights because that is the flight we take to come to Delhi.

it saiforifeer wo Rifern ;. wyrofa 985y, 9ivde #8iedr 7 39 fAug &R O 91
TR fhaT & 3R g9 oiedR AfAfd § ) I8 favy Se1 81 Aics § RS A
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aRaETer Hl % & 31 A1 T8 TR &I IS Red el &1 u7 I8 o1, dl
Tl AT FAged HH 8 T8 off, W AlRs & Ffaefad! 1 89N WRER B
TIRIHGAT 81 98 $had SAAY 8] [ AiGs AERTE & 3SR U W WU 8, dich
gafey 9 fb Fics gaR Rig waro & foy ) enfife efeshior 9 ge qgd gyl
W 2l 39 foug & BfeHrs TIRd & X% I 2l 2l 59 favg § Sfe1s A e
TIRUIE & AT gl TERIE WRBR 7 59 TIRYIC Bl Th HTgdc Jdex U Bl foar
2, Fifdh TJg WRUIC 5 IXNHR BT el 8, I U3 WREHR & gl I8 WRUIS 59
Ugde Haex Uiel &l far T &, 39 Uiedl 7 3Nl dd YIRuIeH SRIRTT 3ifh
T B B BT 9§ Az T2 fa1 81 §F 981 S TSRS oY &, S9! 9t
gH faegl ST U1l 'S @ Sl 5.0 WSS fIfS oft, 36 g Aics | qul, fs,
ST, ANTYR, B&RIETG, T, YT AR MEHR & wed A 3@rs [y &1 § yae
HRBR P A1 YATER AR =4l 9 BR YT gl FART I8 A9 b 3R Joel IRBR
IE TIRGIC 199 of 91U, 9 gR=rferd & 91y, df fhe 39 TIRUIE 1R 89 T S
HTH D YOI B UG H 319 gRT AR Hids HeledT ¥ Wl e Ho {6 d
39 UHS ¥ g4 M) 98¢ BY| IR I8 TIRYIC d199 fofdT 91U, AERTSE WRGBR §9 370+
31 B UTY iR 9 3ifuRe &) U1y, ol fhe &9 981 3 e d yRarferd & uri|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Supplementary No. 4, Shri V. Vijayasai Reddy. So close and so
far!

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: Sir, According to the CAG Report, under UDAN
scheme, only 54 routes or 7 per cent of the awarded routes managed to sustain the
operations beyond three years’ concession period. Can the Government explain
what steps are being taken to resolve the problem in respect of the other routes that
are unable to finish their concession period?

SHRI JYOTIRADITYA M. SCINDIA: Sir, Vijayasai Reddy ji has always raised very
erudite question, and | shall endeavour to try and satisfy him. In every situation, Sir,
you can always look at the glass half full or the glass half empty. Shri V. Vijaysai
Reddy ji proposes to look at it from the glass-half-empty viewpoint. We, in the
Government, look at it from the glass-half-full viewpoint. These were routes and
airports that had been wiped off the civil aviation map. It is only due to the efforts of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji that today under UDAN Yojana, 76 airports that were
never on the civil aviation map of India in its history have today re-appeared on those
maps. It is only due to the efforts of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the
Government that today 1.30 crore passengers have travelled through UDAN Yojana
who could never ever dream of travelling on a plane before. It is only because of his
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vision that today 2.50 lakh flights have operated in India due to the Viability Gap
Funding that has been proposed and given by the Central Government for this
scheme in particular. And it is only because of his vision that the North-East that was
looked at as always Purvottar, the furthest point of India, from the periphery has been
brought into the mainstream and nine new airports have been constructed in the
North-East of India of which six have been possible only because of UDAN Scheme.

Sir, as far as his question is concerned, | would like to correct his data. This
Scheme has been proposed as a Viability Gap Funding (VGF) Scheme for three years
where Viability Gap Funding is given for three years for an airline. We hope that post
that the route sustains itself. If it doesn't, then we have to look for new routes to add
on to the Scheme. That is why we have a target of 1,000 routes over the period of
the scheme. Today, 517 routes have been operational. His data is slightly outdated
because he relies on the CAG Report. | would like to correct him. The current data
is that 78 routes are still continuing after three years. Forty per cent of the routes are
operational. Fifteen per cent of those are continuing after three years. And it is our
endeavour that as India grows and as people grow accustomed to air travel, this will
only increase in the days to come. Our projection is that from 144 million travellers in
2019-20, by the year 2030, India will have 42 crore travellers by civil aviation in the
days to come.

Y ISl 3ET : AR, HAT SN 7 'S AT & d8d qHH BAfaeiae! dl §amy
&, Aifeh § I8 we aredl § f ane e 3 delrsed &l S HRieeH 8Id1 7, S99
ST 98¢ YR &1 U Il QIRATSH Dl dlle T2l (Aerdl, 39 aoig 4 d dRe e 4§
R BRI PR ST &, TART 31T BT BT T AT AT T, Al $H BIIele | ga]
& oIy ERBR FIT-RIT I DR V&1 8, AR I8 I DI HUT DY, ol g ]
B 37T fIRaR & 119 3 ©, S99 [T U8l 9 81 I=yalg |

it saferifesa v, Riferm « o=, <Tofta S 3 'S o & 91 gERd 9 T8,
AIfh = TR 4 & & |1 G U9 ISRAT 81 STl I haeiei™d Bl
AT B, BF A & UT U HeiRd ufshan 7, RTd YR IR 3R Udh-3l 8¢ Ugd
FATSS DI BRI Bl &, I TIRTSH I U & forg s#=ifsue difdet wrge
BT YTGET BT Todl & 3R IR Urd-B: HS & IV Felise 8l el ot 8, @
YIS Bl Blee BT HERT AT, S0 R AT, ITHI el Fllse TR T
TIRATST o R 2l 81 I8 99 #91eid & gRT R & YR 01, Rifae
U9 e & YR R FUIRA Bl PR Bel A S9dT Soaigd 8IdT ©, a1 Gy
SHITSTC ! quf HadhdT & A1 S YIRS & [9%g UfshdT 3R HRATg Hdl 2l
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STET T BT & 99 2, I8 IIoi1d St T 98 Agayul v 8, 5T 59 U9 &
1Y Tl DIg dTeeebld Tal G, offh B W § I I BT IR G DI BT
BRI BT U AT AR 7, T TR 8H $is SRNGE HIRH ol 39 U &
o T I SITQT AT &1 Q| S/ 59 1 HATAT DT THR TG HAT ST &
ST 2021 H JTg o AT H AT 7771 21, AT 89 IR b [ofg, BT Wl & oY T
I T Y BATI IHD A-IR HET | g8l Al 84 YIRS H $he-1, he-2
3R Hhe-3 TS UIgeled &I AT H delas! & oy Sd! Hiem-Hier Jraem g9 &l
BB IG B 1Y S} Phe-2 3R -3 d€ UGBTI 8] © - ISEN & dR W)
TEIRIR 3R FIaTISAR & FG-400 81 378 8 non-fog hours H eI T HTIET 37
winter schedule # U8l ¥ TR T &1 Winter schedule BRIg-HR g faFCaR HIE P
3 | g1 €1 B9 I8 YTaeTe §ThR X1 81 QX winter schedule H BX& airlines &1
schedule ¥ ST fog & MYR R ARG fhar SIrar 81 89 CAT-3 airports, IFR
airports, Hdcld Instrumental Flight Rules airports I CAT-1db of ST ?%’ %, CAT-1%h
airports BT CAT-2 FI‘CE?[GT?%’%, CAT-2% airports BT CAT-3 TP of ST B B Fog i
gTfag %ﬂﬁ 9 H BT 18-19 airports Bl %\;, RTH SR YRd & airports 0 %, NEe)
RIS ©, STal 9 ITold it 31T &1 FARY faeel! &7 airport Y & 3R 8 airports § Y
gAY CAT-3 &I UTae &% T g1 St & d8d, fUsel 2020-21 99 & winter schedule
¥ 31R 2021-22 99 & winter schedule & fog & \ﬂlrQQ hddl 0.01 IRUC cancellations Bl
ﬁw%Sﬁ?0.05 Wﬁ?delaysﬁiﬁmgr,?&ﬁ%%ﬁﬁsoheduleﬁwmaﬁ
DI B B ...(FAL)... CAT-3 pilots BT F&T W I H 98 9¢ T[S © 3IR CAT-2
&I H=T |l 9gd 9¢ TS ©, Al 8 plane BT operation Boeing 737, A310 and A320
CAT-2, CAT-3 trained pilots & YR IR &1 Bl

it |uTafer: g = 2.
Arsenic-affected habitations in West Bengal
*2. SHRIMATI MAUSAM NOOR: Will the Minister of JAL SHAKTI be pleased to state:

(a) The total number of habitations affected by arsenic contamination in West Bengall
as of the latest available data in 2023;

(b) the total number of Community Water Purification Plants (CWPPs) installed in
arsenic-affected habitations in West Bengal as an interim measure under the Jal
Jeevan Mission; and

(c) the details of Community Water Purification Plants (CWPPs) installed in arsenic-
affected habitations in West Bengal in terms of habitations and population?
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THE MINISTER OF JAL SHAKTI (SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT): (a) to
(c) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) “Water” is a state subject, and hence the responsibilities of providing safe
and adequate tap water to all rural households, lie with the state/UT
governments.Government of India is implementing Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) — Har
Ghar Jal, since August, 2019, in partnership with States, to make provision of potable
tap water supply in adequate quantity, of prescribed quality and on regular & long-
term basis to every rural household. States/ UTs have been advised to plan and
implement piped water supply schemes based on alternative safe water sources for
the villages with water quality issues.

It was envisaged that planning, implementation and commissioning of piped
water supply scheme based on a safe water source in such habitations may take
time, therefore, purely as an interim measure, States/ UTs have been advised to
install community water purification plants (CWPPs) especially in Arsenic and
Fluoride affected habitations to provide potable water to every household to meet
their drinking and cooking requirements.

As per data reported by the State Government of West Bengal, 59 habitations
have been marked in Jal Jeevan Mission — Integrated Management Information
System (JUM-IMIS) as affected by Arsenic contamination as on 29.11.2023. All these
habitations have been provided with Community Water Purification Plants (CWPPs)
as an interim measure. District-wise number of arsenic-affected habitations, number
of arsenic-affected habitations provided with CWPPs, number of CWPPs installed in
such habitations, and population served as on 29.11.2023 is Annexed.

Furthermore, for assured delivery of safe water, strengthening, up-gradation,
improving the functioning of drinking water quality testing laboratories technical and
financial support is being given under JJM.As reported by States/ UTs, as on
29.11.2023, there are 2,111 drinking water quality testing laboratories at different levels
viz. State, District, sub-division and/ or block level in the country. Out of 2,111
laboratories, 1,324 laboratories have been National Accreditation Board for Testing
and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) accredited/ recognized. To encourage water
quality testing to ensure potable drinking water supply, States/ UTs have opened
water quality testing laboratories to general public for testing of their water samples at
a nominal rate.

In order to empower citizens, States/ UTs have been advised to identify and
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train 5 persons, preferably women, in every village to conduct water quality testing
using Field Testing Kits (FTKS)/ bacteriological vials at village level and report the
same on the Water Quality Monitoring Information System (WQMIS) portal. So far, as
reported by states/UTs, more than 23.29 lakh women have been trained for testing
water using FTKs.

Annexe
District-wise number of arsenic-affected habitations, number of arsenic-affected

habitations provided with CWPPs, number of CWPPs installed in such habitations,
and population served (as on 29.11.2023)

Number of Number of Number of Population

arsenic- arsenic- CWPPs served
S. Name of the affected affected installed in
No. District habitations habitations these

provided with | habitations

CWPPs
1. | Maldah 37 37 39 32,330
Murshidabad 16 16 19 29,898
Nadia 01 01 02 124
North 24 05 07 1,728
4. | Paraganas 05
Total 59 59 67 64,080

SHRIMATI MAUSAM NOOR: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the source of arsenic in groundwater
has been traced to the drainage pattern of Ganga-Brahmaputra delta and since water
quality in inter-State rivers are under Central Pollution Control Board, my question is
this. What concrete steps have been taken to solve this problem?

£t o g drEmaa : SR |1Ed, § A 98ISdT $l ggalg oAl 918l § (6
IBIM Y3l U 984 HEYUl (AW IR e+ &b AT AU I & BT aER TG
ST &1 TSI b d1e A oABR 2019 b, ST AT YL HAT St 1 ST 2Afh HATAd
T T3 5T AT, T9 T <2 H UM & Tl Bl F@iferc] SAres-AMT $I ddhR Dls
R T 81 2Tl 3d ST Sia R IR 811 & 918 ¥ Q¥ R H A
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ge #31 & amrefiaie 3 <9 & A BRI 9@ YN BT W@ U Ugd, 39 (9= § B
URY G381 WX, 2019 A bR 379 b 16 AR oRi H G BT Tea U1 S 2T,
A 31Tt § TTd & 1T BT Al § b TS <2 b 71 YIIRrdd BRI I G BT w@es
a1 g o & 3R §9 SRV ¥, ATRi-a8+1 +1 Sl arefiaie faan &, SHaT gk
319 et ST [ TS IgHd & 12T < 51 H W ST 91T &l SRR a1 2

AR, Ui & UTHT T IUrET 3R arsenic Bl WIbx AT FGIT 1 U2 (a1 B
§ T =TT § 6 2016 H S WR H 14,183 UH habitation U1 AT ST el B8
ErE e Indo-Gangetic zone ¥ arsenic & IR B 14,183 habitations ) g Xz Gl
AIfar off, S |1 2017 IF IgH 18,258 Td Ugd T8 AN, Fifh Ig dynamic
property g1 O & levels 3R withdrawal &1 oTd g9 dXe & gRIT 3 &I AT
g W1 ST % STl Sita e oY &) & a8 4 RO a)E &1 9Rm & g,
ISP Tl ATl g AT FRAR =<t g1 § 71 & | U 91d B8 qhdl g (5 o
2017 ¥ &9 National Water Quality Sub-Mission ¥ U affected habitation @1 priority
ST IR b o1, 99 A bR STel Sita e T AT 21 H Yeb 9l UET habitation
-18“(%, \ﬂS\Tt{?c&lﬁbaﬁfﬁﬁWWW,arsenicﬂ?ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬁléﬂ
& S 18,258 habitations § | Hdd 378 habitations T 9 &, ISTH & 319 U9 4 &
3R 50 ufegHt et 3 &, T8 HRIFC diex giede wic & A 9 Ui &1 W5
Tt fret, Ui Sga=et 1 18 81 WA AT Helqd, A1 9aT o Sl 9% U8
g, H S & URYeA H HET A8l § b U &1 uT=l, Sl 89K Siigq 3R w@eed |
ST B3N Ha¥ AUl AW 2, IHDI Siiae & oy 327 H Ugel By yaeq a1 ol
319 EH G & A1 IT B8 Fhd o [P 3o I WX H 39 17 2,111 AIRGIST BT
PR VB! 7, FOTTH ¥ 1,300 W SATET GRS IS TGS Ufhfecs B

AT AR AR, H I8 Y G A8 § b a9 2019-20 Teb <2 W H U b
qTi BT U DI Sire & (Y $ol FeTdR daet 50 g S 81 A1 89 I8
AT BT 3R T W H AIREIST & SIPRCFAR Bl I B FTA-H1 FH 23 G
AN Bl ¢ PP Wies <R fhed ue™ fhyl fUse av e # 1 7RIS, 73 o
Y ST UM & g & SIS §U &1 3R IHD! U H Bl adversity FHefdl 8,
ITH P AMAE 21 Ifch ITd AR A BT adversity &, T STHT SHIFSTS A
U B Bl THH FARAT B 81 1 & A1, 89 3T dedlse W THh fafesi
BIR feT BT W FIRAT B dTel &, AT(h <20 H YU b vy W R FH1ET 8l
RED

TR, H 980 §:T &b A1 I8 DAl A1 [ A1 FawAT Fo7=7 Uid 9 o<l &,
IE S99 984 A1 1 H AR ERIT 9 e {6 d 319 Uid H o9 v uR 91 |
31TST QX 9T H hdol UHHTH Ha ORC &¥Tel 991 &, Sl 3ATof 1 'STel Sitae e # 40
gfcrerd | A g1 8T IFD A gg B (AT wY F AMITIHAT 8, I H 3MaD
H1egH W e BT IrEd g
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary. Shrimati Mausam Noor.

SHRIMATI MAUSAM NOOR: Sir, | would request the hon. Minister to give a specific
answer on what is the total financial investment made by the Ministry in establishing
community water purification as part of the arsenic mitigation efforts.

Y s Rig Idmad : A FERAE AR, F@iferd! &l rgaiRel <o §Y, ST&T quality
affected habitations &, 899 'STel Sfiae fieE' & s Uclib 3™ &l Il §9H9Th 917 7,
ITH quality affected areas BT 15 TRIAC B Ei'l‘s'{ﬂ'\lﬁé)[ Ell %\r, AP <9 W H -
31T AT IR Falfel] Bl oA JTTT-3TT TIRE & challenges 3R issues &1 19T
BN YIRS TY ¥ IUEY Bl & 3R BRI d1ex gIeHe Wic & oy AT areT-
3T ARE & UGUU & mitigation b ToIG SATT-3(eT TRE & IYGY q1 bl
IS Bl B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, it is a very pointed question; so, direct response.

SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT: | know, Sir, and | am replying pointedly.
She wishes to know about the community water treatment plant to mitigate the

arsenic. H JMUD! fIeary faerar g & &9 sHD! FEAT 1Y ARBR A HIATHR
AT AT b1 2fTer Hof <71

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hon. Minister would get in touch with the hon. Member to get
all the details she wants. Now, supplementaries. Dr. Fauzia Khan.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sir, according to the risk of antimicrobial resistance, which is a
significant global concern today, and this issue extends beyond medical overuse
encompassing factors like water contamination from the pharmaceutical industry,
waterways treatment plants are pivotal in addressing AMR which is a big concern.
They serve as reservoirs and sources of antibiotic resistant bacteria and antibiotic
resistant genes, recognizing various sources as potential routes for AMR spread
including recreational water, specifically, in the rural areas. In the light of these
challenges, what proposals or initiatives has the Ministry put forth or intends to
propose to prevent water seepage into this declining ground water? Additionally, are
there steps taken to monitor the levels of AMR in ground water ?

Y Tors fiE AEad AR SIRA T8, A 9ERIT 7 3Tid HEedqul T
fpar 81 #9 U8l U3 & a9 § W) I8 HEl © fh URd H ug 39 IRE B Blg
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TICIhid 3R I &1 el off o T & Ui &l Sifg &1 57 Fh| VAT awn 1 8
& Told AHTIT] ﬂ%ﬁﬁ“ﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁéﬁwa’[er treatment plants
3R RO water treatment plants RIS %IQGT?Z[ ST ﬂﬁ?w INE DI AT 3 [
El TIT%; g 3R 97 ¥ Ugel IR IR basic parameters AT TR secondary parameters UxX
testing @ AT WS B TS B, A1 39 IR 9 HI AP 3 efehI 3 fRax efe
IR Y@t 81 Ffeh O BT 9T g WRERI B vy g wirfie w9 9 39 vy w)
A A% A& Sl & gcd 4 39 (W IR 7R ARBR] & (o7 TRl & A1 To!
2l

MR. CHAIRMAN: Well, | can appreciate monitoring of the hon. Minister. His team
came to me. | put them to a very strict test about my own village, my own house and
enquired, 'ls there a Na/there.' They could give details of my entire village.

Now, Question No. 3, Shri Iranna Kadadi.

Artificial structures built to recharge groundwater
*3. SHRI IRANNA KADADI: Will the Minister of JAL SHAKTI be pleased to state:

(a) the data on number of cities where ground water is drastically depleting
particularly in Karnataka;

(b) the data on number of artificial structures built to recharge groundwater,
pursuant to the advice of Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA), the details of
expenditure incurred thereon;

(c) the steps taken by Government to reduce the number of critical assessment units
in the country; and

(d) the details of Government policy to provide subsidies to the rural households for
adopting Rain Water Harvesting Systems, specifically in the State of Karnataka?

THE MINISTER OF JAL SHAKTI (SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT): (a) to
(d) A statement is laid on the table of the House.

Statement
(a) Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), a subordinate office under Ministry of Jal

Shakti, periodically monitors the ground water levels throughout the Country
including cities on a regional scale, through a network of monitoring wells. In order to
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assess the decline in water level, the long-term water level data (comparison of
November 2022 with decadal mean of November 2012-21) has been done. Analysis of
water level data with respect to 66 cities indicates that about 58.8% of the wells
monitored have registered rise in ground water levels. The details in this regard are
given at Annexure.

In Karnataka State, the ground water level of Bangalore City is being monitored
through 18 observation wells. The long-term water level data (November 2022) with
decadal mean of November 2012-21) indicates that 83.3% of observation wells are
showing rise, whereas 16.7% show fall in water levels.

(b) Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) is a regulatory body. However, CGWB
has prepared a Master Plan for Artificial Recharge to Groundwater- 2020 in
consultation with States/UTs which is a macro level plan indicating various structures
for the different terrain conditions of the country. The Master Plan for Atrtificial
Recharge to Groundwater- 2020 shared with all the States/UTs for implementation
and also hosted at the website of CGWB
http://cgwb.gov.in/cgwbpnm/public/uploads/documents/168613326251844776file .p
df. CGWB has also prepared aquifer management plans for the whole country at
district and block level. These management plans also recommend suitable artificial
recharge structures.

Water conservation activities are important component of MGNREGA. Under this
scheme, a total number of 26,114,892 water conservation and water harvesting
structures have been created in the country at an expenditure of Rs. 80,931.40 Cr
during the period from 2018-19 to November 2023.

(c) Water being a state subject interventions for groundwater management are
implemented by the States. However, Ministry of Jal Shakti has taken various
initiatives to reduce the number of critical assessment units in the country which are
as under:

(i) Ministry has circulated a Model Bill to all the States/UTs to enact suitable
ground water legislation for regulation of its development, which also includes
provision of rain water harvesting. So far, 21 States/UTs have adopted and
implemented the ground water legislation.

(i) Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has circulated Model Building Bye Laws
(I\/IBBL) 2016 which has the provision of Rail water harvesting. So far 35 States
/ UTs have adopted the provisions of rainwater harvesting of MBBL-2016.
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(ii) Master Plan for Artificial Recharge to Groundwater- 2020 has been prepared
by CGWB in consultation with States/UTs which is a macro level plan indicating
various structures for the different terrain conditions of the country. The Master
Plan envisages construction of Rain water harvesting and artificial recharge
structures in the country to harness water.

(iv) CGWB has completed Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme under
the scheme of Ground Water Management and Regulation. The Aquifer Mapping is
aimed to delineate aquifer disposition and their characterization for preparation of
aquifer/ area specific ground water management plans. The management plans
are shared with the respective State Governments for taking appropriate measures
and implementation.

(v) Ministry of Jal Shakti launched a campaign “ Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch The
Rain” with the tag line “Catch the rain, where it falls, when it falls” to nudge the
states and all stakeholders to create Rain Water Harvesting Structures (RWHS),
with people’s active participation focusing on saving and conserving rainwater.

(vi) Atal Bhujal Yojana (ATAL JAL) is being implemented in water stressed 8,565
Gram Panchayats of 80 districts in 7 States, namely, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh with an aim to
improve community led sustainable ground water management, mainly through
convergence among various ongoing Central and State schemes. It also aims at
bringing about behavioral change at the community level through awareness
programs and capacity building for fostering sustainable ground water
management. Under one of the Disbursement Linked Indicators (DLIs) of the
Scheme, viz. DLI#4 an area of 2.27 lakh hectare km has been brought under water
efficient irrigation methods.

Due to continuous efforts taken by the Central and state governments for
water conservation and to improve the ground water recharge, the total
percentage of overexploited, critical and semi-critical (OCS) assessment units in
the country has reduced to 24.92% in 2023 from 35.92% in 2017 and percentage
of safe units has increased from 62.64% to 73.14%.during the same period.
Central Government has taken various steps for sustainable ground water
management in the country including critical assessment units which can be seen
at https+//ocdnblbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s3a700c40477bc2adoeefAd2c90f 76082/ uploads/2023/02/2023021742.pdf
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(d) Ministry has no such policy to provide subsidies to rural households for adopting Rain
Water Harvesting Systems. However, MGNREGA resources are available to build rain water
harvesting systems in public buildings like schools, anganwadis, panchayat bhavans, etc.
Under MGNREGA scheme, in the state of Rajasthan, the state government has made
provisions for construction of water conservation structures at individual household level.
Such measures are being emulated by other states as well. Resources are made available
through convergence and there is intense focus on various aspects of water conservation in
rural areas through schemes and programmes like MGNREGS, Atal Bhujal Yojana, Jal Shakti

Abhiyan etc.
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Annexure
Decadal Water Level Fluctuation With Mean [NOVEMBER (2012 to 2021] and NOVEMBER 2022 in Urban Areas of the Country
S. No. [ Name of the City No. of Rise Fall Rise Fall
wells 0-2m 2-4m >4 m 0-2m 2-4m >4 m
Analysed INo| % |No| % |[No| % |No| % |No| % |No| % |No| % |No| %

1 [Mumbai City 6 16.7% | 0 | 0.0% 0.0% | 5 [83.3%]| 0 |0.0% ]| 0 [0.0% 16.7% | 5 |83.3%
2 |Mumbai Suburban 17 5 (29.4%| 1 15.9% | 0 |0.0% | 11 [64.7%]| 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 6 [35.3% ]| 11 [64.7%
3 [Delhi 84 31 136.9% | 11 |13.1% | 18 |21.4% | 12 [14.3% | 6 [7.1% | 6 |7.1% | 60 [71.4% | 24 [28.6%
4  |Kolkata(Confined) 24 1 142% | 1 [42% | 2 |8.3% | 10 |41.7% | 8 [33.3%]| 2 |8.3% | 4 |16.7% | 20 |83.3%
5 |Chennai 18 11 161.1% | 4 |22.2% | 2 |11.1% | 1 |5.6% | 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0%| 17 [94.4%]| 1 |5.6%
6 |Bangalore 18 11 161.1% | 2 |11.1% | 2 |11.1% | 3 |16.7% | 0 |0.0% | 0 [0.0%] 15 |83.3% | 3 [16.7%
7 |Hyderabad 36 12 133.3% | 4 |11.1% | 9 [25.0%]| 9 [25.0%]| 1 [2.8% | 1 [2.8% | 25 [69.4% | 11 |30.6%
8 |Ahmedabad 3 2 166.7% | 0 10.0% | 0 |0.0% | 1 33.3%]| 0 |0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 2 [66.7%]| 1 |33.3%

(phreatic)

Ahmedabad 1 010.0% | 0 ]0.0% ]| 0 |0.0% | 1 [100.0%| 0 {0.0% | 0 |0.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 1 [100.0%

(Confined)
9  [Nagpur 70 46 165.7% | 13 |18.6% | 5 | 7.1% | 6 | 8.6% | 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 64 |91.4% | 6 | 8.6%
10 |Nashik 3 1 133.3% 0.0% | 0 |0.0% 33.3% 0.0%| 1 133.3% 33.3% 66.7%
11 [Pune 13 8 61.5% 0.0% | 1 [7.7% | 4 [30.8% 0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 9 [69.2%| 4 |30.8%




48 [RAJYA SABHA]
12 \Vasai Virar 2 1 150.0%| 0 | 0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 1 [50.0%]| 0 [0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 1 |50.0%| 1 [50.0%
13 |Aurangabad 6 3 150.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 1 [16.7% | 1 [16.7%] 1 16.7%]| 3 |50.0% | 3 [50.0%
14 |Kannur 6 5 183.3%| 0 10.0% | 0 |0.0% | 1 |16.7%]| 0 |0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 5 [83.3%]| 1 [16.7%
15 |Kochi 3 2 166.7% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 1 |33.3%]| 0 |0.0% ]| 0 [0.0%]| 2 [66.7%| 1 |33.3%
16 [Kollam 3 3 1100.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 3 [100.0%]| 0 | 0.0%
17 |Kozhikode 10 8 [80.0%]| 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 2 [20.0%]| 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0%| 8 [80.0% | 2 [20.0%
18 |Malappuram 3 [50.0%]| 0 | 0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 3 [50.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%]| 3 [50.0%| 3 [50.0%
19 [Thiruvananthapuram 2 [40.0%]| 0 | 0.0% | 1 |20.0% | 2 [40.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%| 3 [60.0%| 2 [40.0%
20 [Thrissur 12 7 158.3%| 0 | 0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 5 [41.7%]| 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 7 [58.3% | 5 [41.7%
21 [|Patna 6 5 183.3%| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 1 [16.7% | 0 [0.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 5 [83.3%]| 1 [16.7%
22 [Ranchi 13 11 184.6% | 1 | 7.7% | 0 | 0.0% | 1 |7.7% | 0 [0.0%]| 0 [0.0%| 12 [92.3%]| 1 |7.7%
23 [Dhanbad 2 010.0% | 0 ]0.0% ]| 0 |0.0% | 1 (50.0%]| 1 50.0%]| 0 |0.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 2 [100.0%
24 Jamshedpur 1 1 1100.0%]| 0 [0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%]| 0 |0.0%| 1 [100.0%]| 0 |0.0%
25 |Bhopal 15 4 (26.7% | 1 [6.7% | 0 | 0.0% | 8 |53.3% | 1 [6.7% | 1 |6.7%| 5 [33.3%]| 10 [66.7%
26 |Indore 20 3 115.0% | 0 | 0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 8 |40.0%]| 8 }40.0%| 1 [5.0% | 3 [15.0% | 17 |85.0%
27 |abalpur 17 3 [17.6% | 0 10.0% | 0 |0.0% | 11 [64.7%]| 2 [11.8%] 1 |5.9% | 3 [17.6% | 14 |82.4%
28  |Gwalior 1 0 10.0% | 1 [100.0%| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 [0.0%]| 0 |0.0%]| 1 [100.0%| 0 |0.0%
29  |Guwahati 34 12 135.3% | 3 | 8.8% | 1 [2.9% | 13 [38.2% | 3 [8.8% | 2 [5.9% | 16 |47.1% | 18 |52.9%
30 [Ludhiana 14 4 (28.6%| 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 7 |50.0%]| 3 [21.4%]| 0 [0.0% | 4 [28.6%| 10 |71.4%
31 |Amritsar 12 3 125.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 8 |66.7%| 1 |8.3% | 0 [0.0%]| 3 [25.0%]| 9 |75.0%
32 [Faridabad 3 0 10.0% | 0 |0.0% | 1 (33.3%]| 2 [66.7%| 0 [0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 1 |33.3% 66.7%
33 [Chandigarh-UT 15 7 146.7%| 0 | 0.0% | 0 | 0.0% | 3 [20.0%| 3 [20.0%)]| 2 [|13.3%)| 7 |46.7% 53.3%
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34 |Coimbatore 6 3 150.0% | 0 | 0.0% | 3 |50.0%| 0 | 0.0% | 0 [0.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 6 [100.0%| 0 | 0.0%
35 [Thiruchirapalli 6 2 133.3% | 1 [16.7% | 1 |16.7%| 2 |33.3% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%| 4 [66.7%| 2 |33.3%
36 [Madurai 11 119.1% | 4 |36.4%| 6 |54.5% | 0 |0.0% | 0 [0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 11 [100.0%| 0 | 0.0%
37 |Vijayawada 3 1 133.3%]| 0 [0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 1 [33.3%| 1 [33.3%| 0 |0.0%| 1 |33.3%]| 2 [66.7%
38 |Vishakapatnam 16 7 143.8%| 1 |6.3% | 1 |6.3% | 5 [31.3% | 2 [12.5%] 0 [0.0% | 9 [56.3% | 7 |43.8%
39 [Rajkot™ 1 010.0% |0 ]0.0%]|0]0.0%] 1 [100.0%]| 0 [0.0%] 0 [0.0%]| 0 [0.0% | 1 [100.0%
40 [Surat 1 0100.0%| 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 1 [100.0%| 0 |0.0%
41 |adodara 4 3 175.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%]| 1 [25.0%)]| 3 |75.0%| 1 |25.0%
42 Jaipur 12 118.3% | 1[83% |0 [0.0% | 0 ]0.0%]| 2 |16.7%]| 8 [66.7%| 2 |16.7% | 10 |83.3%
43 Jodhpur 3 160.0%]| 0 | 0.0% | 1 |20.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 1 [20.0%)]| 0 [0.0% | 4 |80.0% | 1 |20.0%
44  [Kota 1 150.0% | 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 1 [50.0%]| 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0%]| 1 [50.0% | 1 [50.0%
45  |Bhubanneswar 41 22 [53.7% | 2 [4.9% | 1 [2.4% | 14 [34.1% | 2 [4.9% | 0 |0.0% | 25 |61.0% | 16 |39.0%
46 |Agra 1 0 10.0% | 1 100.0%| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 {0.0%]| 0 |0.0%]| 1 [100.0%)]| 0 | 0.0%
47  |Allahabad 4 0 10.0% | 1 125.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 2 |50.0%]| 1 [25.0%)] 0 [0.0%]| 1 [25.0%]| 3 |75.0%
48 |Ghaziabad 1 010.0% | 0 ]0.0% ]| 0 |0.0% | 1 [100.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 1 [100.0%
49  |Kanpur 7 5 [71.4%| 0 1 0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 2 |28.6%]| 0 [0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 5 [71.4% | 2 |28.6%
50 |Lucknow 3 010.0% | 0 |0.0% ]| 0 |0.0% | 1/33.3%]| 0 |0.0% ]| 2 [66.7%]| 0 | 0.0% | 3 [100.0%
51  [Meerut 1 010.0% | 0]0.0% /| 0 |0.0% | 1 [100.0%| 0 [0.0%] 0 |0.0%| 0 |0.0% | 1 [100.0%
52 |Varanasi 1 1 0100.0%| 0 [0.0% | 0 [0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 1 [100.0%| 0 |0.0%
53  |Raipur 6 1 [16.7% | 0 10.0% | 0 |0.0% | 4 [66.7%]| 1 [16.7%]| 0 [0.0% ]| 1 [16.7% | 5 |83.3%
54  |Bhilai 6 2 133.3% | 1 |16.7% | 0 |0.0% | 2 |33.3%]| 1 |16.7%] 0 [0.0% ]| 3 [50.0%| 3 |50.0%
55 |Dehradun 45 20 [44.4%| 5 [11.1% | 3 [ 6.7% | 13 [28.9% | 0 [0.0% | 4 |8.9% | 28 |62.2% | 17 |37.8%
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56  |Ajmer® 1 0 |0.0% | 1 [100.0%| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 [0.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 1 [100.0%| 0 |0.0%
57 |Bikaner 1 0 10.0% | 1 [100.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 1 [100.0%]| 0 | 0.0%
58 [Jaisalmer 1 0 10.0% | 1 [100.0%]| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 1 [100.0%]| 0 | 0.0%
59 |Jalandhar 13 2 115.4% | 2 |15.4%]| 0 | 0.0% | 4 |30.8%| 2 [|15.4%]| 3 [23.1%]| 4 [30.8%| 9 [69.2%
60  [Mohali 7 5 171.4%]| 0 |0.0% | 0 |0.0% | 2 |28.6%]| 0 |0.0%]| 0 [0.0%]| 5 |71.4%| 2 |28.6%
61 [|Patiala 16 2 112.5% | 1 |6.3% | 1 |6.3% | 3 |18.8% | 4 [25.0%)]| 5 [31.3%]| 4 [25.0%| 12 |75.0%
62  [Yamunanagar 15 7 146.7%| 2 [13.3% | 0 | 0.0% | 5 [33.3%| 1 [6.7% | 0 |0.0% | 9 |60.0%| 6 |40.0%
63 |Gurugram 6 1 116.7% | 1 [16.7% | 1 [16.7% | 1 [16.7% | 2 |33.3%| 0 [0.0% | 3 [50.0% 50.0%
64  |Ambala 35 18 151.4% | 2 |5.7% | 1 [2.9% | 8 [22.9% ]| 2 [5.7% | 4 [11.4%] 21 [60.0% | 14 |40.0%
65  |Gandhinagar 2 010.0% | 0 |0.0% | 2 [100.0%| 0 | 0.0% | 0 [0.0%]| 0 |0.0%| 2 [100.0%| 0 |0.0%
66  |Vellore 3 2 166.7%| 0 10.0% | 0 |0.0% | 1 |33.3%]| 0 |0.0% ]| 0 [0.0%]| 2 [66.7%| 1 |33.3%

Total 782  [327]41.8% | 70 | 9.0% | 63 | 8.1% [217(27.7% | 60 |7.7% | 45 |5.8% |460|58.8% |322|41.2%

*Data of Nov'2021 for Ajmer and Nov'2020 for Rajkot have been considered as wells are filled up
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1} SRUUT HSTS! : AHUTUKT HEIGY, g=gdTe | BT {1 SIf A U & fob &1 ARbR Y-STed
IR 3R Tl & YGWUT b 3Tl b (oY deh=iidh BT TANT DR IN Q2 H ATl WX
UR HoTel U DT Uh A g1 bl AT Bl ?

2t Torvs R Iramad - 9 gl Feted, i 8 R gan Y-St BT Wik
BHN <20 o forg 7 o 1 faw o1, Riifeh -4 & et W R g 4 qad
SATET IR D1 & 3R g1 H 89 qaierd fAggiere B g1 i & fagglere o1 25
IRUC BH 3fhel HRA H B ol TR U0 Wl g UfRh H SMRBT 3R ATSAT SH1 DI
1Y S < Al ST I S AT U1 89 [l HRd I IHb Ford MR SHRT 4-7T4
BT STl WK $HH 81 TaT AT, oifh Ul 10 auf H 19 aRe A A1 9em F201 Sff
3 §¢ HX 8 UPh WieHhid | 339 IR 91 BT TRA fhar, dardi & a)ud) &1 fagt
e & o 59 a)e o fewie gRNfee I9a! eliexRM 4 oy Ty, IHG
BRI A b STl A1 DI AT §IAT & IAD ol WRA WRDR DI 'S fh
MY, ARA ARBR & AT HGT H3] Sl &b =ged H fofdl 17 'S WRIaR
T 3R 3HD IR T ARBRI A 37U-3[U J&T - T8 I H3] & g
AT AGl Sif | ORI 3 sHRefesd foy, dre AR & GRBR 7 Siegt Rifdv
IR [y, ITSRATE | 'H&g W3] STel Taraetd ol R g5, Al UG8l H 1w
dg' YR¥ §g - 39 ANE B AN TSI & Fefdd §U Y- BT el Bl TR 9 ol
g1 H Q) A ARl b A I 9 Dl 9gd Gl b A1 IE AT HRAl
18l €1 99 2019 W UBSl g AN UG H3 S S Siel Wik HATGY gieics
A= & ®U A 9911, S99 U <9 ¥ B 9 91t §, oY <1 91t §, w4 i
el H Y- & el I A9+ & fIY S <91 4R § eadh o1 g3l AT, S9 "cdd &
q1egH I T RUre ufeeter gral ot 3R fi9-d19, IR-IR A1t 915 S RIS gfeorsr
Bl oY, g8 SARIRthde 81 STl oft, aifd JI-9R A1l § IFH 9gd ART TSad
SHIGT B ST T, <l fUwel g9l § Ygel 9 &I |Te UR Ulealel B! 3R fUsel |rd
39 B U gy I8 RUIC TR BR Bl |l SacTy Bl 5 SHD A1 81 H 3d
IRITC b 12T e T8l g b gy 2020 P 918 H Sl SISTTS - SHL Sl Tl gafl
Y-TTH ST BT 3TThsT AT 2T, FTH 6,000 I SATGT A9 H §H AN B U, &
A1l gAR fhfeaa siea, Ai-fhfecara <ied iR 3R Taaiice <ladd @l
HeT (FRER gl o I8! ot Usel aR-uie |1dl & yiRurd gg o s |rat 4, a9
2022 &Y T | 3R H G &% ol i 2023 B RIS g9 A T vgat ufeersr @it &,
3ITST ISP Feldd WHI-Tehfe el | W S Sl U &, U™ 127 S &1 TR Y ye o
forfeama @ dR% e gifvifed ¢ gan, VA 27 <dfad &, JHi-ffedhd | 9% g
127 A9 | 3R TFATAIYE 3 AW g1 U1 Udh sclldh o] AR TRIEiCS o HHl-
fehfChol §U U 4 TR B1 59 TRE W ST H 224 <dlad H YITSIfed ¢S 11T &, SIdidh
R &1 WX 130 Aled | 81 g7l ol [Mi2ed ©u A I8 Ush dd Aecayul Wil 5
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f&em o g3 © 3R 39 320 # I WRBRI 3R ART WRBR 7 9 a8 ¥ TR
RN foriic & Ufaefadis &1 IifiadT Thy TSR & hs &l fSwry faar,
STl 9TRE AT & J1egH | A 91 Th hIaxd Saaiy b1 iR IHd A1 8
e Y-Sl AISHT &b AegH H 89 79 I8 W < H Ugell qR, ST8l gAY &1 84
TS ATSS ST TR BTH R X2 o Ugoll IR S <9 § AT AR5 Al Sff &
T W demand side intervention H TH [Tl IADT URUIF I8 B3N [ =T BT Sl
extraction 9T, dg extraction 63 LHH'C, & Ugal ol ground water extract $X NS ?}I, 3q
I8 GTHR 59.26 URUC WX U 2| H A F AT ARl I W AU HRell § b
3T A9 q-319+ & H ground water recharge B P AT -1 ground water &
Wﬁﬂﬂde-motivateiﬁ%{%mmﬁ,ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬁqﬁﬁmﬂﬂﬁﬁ
TR ¥ 37T aret! YIgT I STel YRIGT Siiae U&T HR uTedl|

%ﬂﬁﬂwm HEC R iRa Y-olc h TR Bl BIR| %I'T%FQ rainwater harvesting Uch
ST 7179 81 IR IRBR RT AR $oll bl 9611 & oIl g IRBR gRT Al
U7l oM B URARI Dl b g fa<iiy eIl I1 FaRAS! &1 Sireil 81 -7 H3] Sff
9 & b 1 RBR rainwater harvesting I AIATET o+ %‘g’ TRERT AT BT
AT Bl (G THR & FaRTs! T S [ G8rdt o & oy ®Ig Arer1
Y[R B IR H [TIR BB 572

it o RIE dNaEd - TRIREE R, A e 1 Sl fAvy 9ee |1 g, 1 39
mwﬁmm%wwﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁ,waﬁ
TIHAT S BT RN UR BIF dTel URIUISER T 65 UfTerd f@war bdel natural
resources & HAoTHE & folT STIRT B 3R WAl & Ul & folv ST fham <Irg,
SHT UG fHaT 81 99 U 1 Wd R+ & ol A1 99 B RTeR 5T GRGRY
Pl Bl &, TATTU TR dT I T IRGR DI I IR BTH BT MeU| SRR R,
H 3T YT DI IQTERVT S bR IAT] 181 5, FIfeh 3T 3R H Yeb &1 T2l 3 311 B
Eﬂﬁmﬁmﬁeﬂﬁwlﬁrainwater harvesting ERﬁ%ﬁﬂ’s’[ructureEI:ITQ%\}I
ﬁﬁﬂ?%ﬁ@ﬁ%,ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁramwater&ﬁcolleotm
Tﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁéﬁ'ﬁqﬁﬁwm%ﬂ Wﬁﬂfs’[ructuresaﬂﬁéﬁﬁﬂ WW?
ATETH | B FEINT USTH B &, INBR AIRIST UG Bl 8l 3= oy ) 59 avE
@1 initiative of, A1 Ead ©9 A IHBT 19 AT BT el FHhaT 81 H Y6 WR W)
qd B, Al ARG JeT 3T Sl &b Aged H 379 IRE A 3MSTa! &b FHd Blel H Q9T
AT & A1 ST DI ATSTGT BT 7587 I8 HAT ST AT, I G b 8 7l H 75 U 9
HRIAR 1, Y AT I SIQ AT IRATT B YT Bl Y1 DR B folg YR qrarai
BT GEGIBRU B Heh, 59 ECHI A initiative T ATI AT Her #3AT St !
FHeadr o fh 75 T R7al # draig 9+, ifd ST a8 &1 S8 eRTde W e,
B4 I8 AT o [ 50 ARG Y ATATd G137 AT GEGIBRUT BT, b TS G R H Ueh
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ARG ¥ SIS ATeTd] YR BTH §3T &1 A TIRHT IR, §9 [TAR DI o1 I3 §U
§ gep e 3R BT A18dT § fdh Ueh 984 3161 model &, FoTH T2l I 3 3l © -
State of Karnatakaﬁ,ﬁ%ﬁmﬁa?ﬁﬂhm%@?ww%ﬂﬁﬁ
gt I secondary level UX treat CECTAR R Chikballapur, Kolar and Bangalore
Rural, $ T4 STl & S9N 229 ST Bl treated U I HRAT Y% (ATl IHD
BRI STHT 9 TITHAT U1 I S H ST 51 Db BRI YR IS b M-I b
&3l ¥ groundwater recharge gl 2| ST8T Ul BT IueTeEd 1400 pc ddb =l T
oft, I8 100-150 Hc I TS 1 Ig (EId w9 A VAT initiative T, T TR 89 |9 AT
initiative TR TS 31T I1AT H Ul S9HT BN ©, o I8 TP ax¥% YH & 9 &
sources @I stabilize BT, Wil & foTT YT BT stabilize BT AR SHPB AT -1
groundwater recharge Cg 1%'1'2’ dgd guTdY 81 Fehal Bl

MR. CHAIRMAN': Third supplementary question.

SHRI AYODHYA RAMI REDDY ALLA: Will the Minister provide an assessment of the
impact of artificial structures for groundwater recharge in Andhra Pradesh and share
plans for scaling or modifying these efforts based on observed outcomes ?

it o RiE 9 - A 9 geiey, SNt &9 faed fear 7, wife ug
TIeT B A T RBR BT a9 7, STV I TRHR Bl SIH initiative AHR 704
AT SHTDR B 7T A3 Bl ERTT IR SARAT 21 YR IR A= Jrormati
& HIEIH | IAD! ASANT B & v, 9 W 99 a7 & fo7g, i) J1s=1 a1
UReY 8, IHP [oTQ BHLT & IR IGHR BTH B & [ofY MR 2

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Sir, the Government aims to double ethanol blending in petrol by
2025. However, challenges are recently being faced in the ethanol supply chain
including disruptions in the rice supply. This is impacting ethanol manufacture and
projections are about 3.3 per cent fall in sugar production.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Member, you had given me supplementary for Question No.
3.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Okay, Sir. | am sorry.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, it does happen sometimes.
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DR. FAUZIA KHAN: | was not paying attention. Sir, India is the largest global user of
groundwater extracting 4.92 billion cubic metres annually with 63 per cent of Indian
districts experiencing declining ground water levels. This decline is directly co-related
with higher poverty rates estimated to be 9 to 10 per cent higher in areas where
ground water tables fall below eight metres. In the light of this given situation, what
specific measures has the Ministry undertaken to identify regions at risk of low
groundwater levels and additionally, what initiatives has the Ministry taken to raise
awareness among farmers about the challenges associated with excessive ground
water use considering the invisible nature of ground water and the potential for
unscientific extraction and over-exploitation?

Y o R A : BT HT 39 Ugel U9 & ol Ue &b SR H 984 [ARIR &
A1 39 99T IR IR 1 A7 13 T1erties 0 | I8 19 ARBRI Bl QI 2, <l
IHD - AR WRBR 7 SN R A$s diex & RATSt bl oddR, USS
qIcy Bl gaeld] gg URNRATAN Bl dhx foTg 8, Jo1 o7raT & b S0 99y A1

AT & S H 81 AT, I8l * <l H R Frda=T Hr1 drgd g....

it Ty : " is expunged.

st o R 9EmEd ¢ AR mEE H@E S S R avE 9 99 91 § URY ¥ Ad
I TP 39 fITT B BN ST ITAT BT SIFRYT fhIT B, IHD i< 37T Hfead ®u 3
BT IHTG, T R | UISS d1ex &l Rars] 91 8, S U= g3l 81 Si4T 34 e
e o1 e 'STcet YoTel AT & HIEgH H B Ugell IR o H As A5S d ga
FTh} foHTs Irss A9o¥e TR BTH BT URY fha1 7, SHGT 99Td ¥ 319 U A1
uid, STe1 gAlkil saral g o, g8i few@rg o o 2|

A JIRHT A8, H 37U AEgH 1 Yeb S8RV o] dredl gl bl e
P WIHIT IRAR T BT © IR 98 ATSs drex Reics tfaefadsr, Ram Recs
Qe IdTsT uR & Bl 51 AN Ya¥ H GIRYR U TeR 2, ST6] 98 g1 dalid AT
G H 8, 981 28R P 41 H o Bl oI, S YD Hedidd bl HaH g s of -
FAITp YT AT fAI AT 2 3iR Ui IR A1 U8l & 4l AN oI, YIAh1 31”
QRTOTT H forgm 11 8 fob STHIA T uTeil, |8 bl T, STHIM & HIaR &1 aril 3fR feai
BT YT, I TG AT H BIReICS &, a1 981 R STHIE & T BT 1T faggisrd &
RE1 T, AT I81 Bl ol I 75 1| T8 B [T TR UTfeTeT -1 I8 a3 b iR
TT P 8% TP R Bl B & $HUR 819 dTel X7 dlex Bl Uh BIeT AT fhoey oTdH
SR $5S-3T eSUrd & I SISl Od 39 UR B BT URY fhar, af agi

" Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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BT UTSS TR RATST GIT 3R IHBT YRUITT I FTT b 11T I oieb H FfeaT bra
a1 ST IopdT 81 39 IRE & sHRIUfed SFR 94T Xrady, I} Igxi § forw o], a
AP FHRIHD YRV 81 Ahd &l H gD AT $HH Y caution I I TS §
fr IS arex Rarst vfeefads & arer It o &1 Aot &1 WY &I | T B
JTAIIHAT & dlfh B UTSS diex RSt 81, 89 aquifers Bl 59 STegdol H dal
e 9 B3| FiTad wu 3 39 foon # orR g9f=<d 9 81 €, A1 89 399 Udh
I JBR WIS <@ Hahd! T

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Question No. 4; Shri Pabitra Margherita.
Production of petroleum and natural gas in Assam

*4. SHRI PABITRA MARGHERITA: Will the Minister of PETROLEUM AND NATURAL
GAS be pleased to state:

(a) the amount of production of petroleum and natural gas in the State of Assam
specifically and also in the country as a whole by value and quantity from 2020-22 and
the import figures of the same during the mentioned time period; and

(b) the steps taken by Government to reduce our import dependency on petroleum
and natural gas?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS (SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURI):

(a) and (b) A statement is laid on the Table of the House.
Statement

(a) Details of production of crude oil and natural gas in the State of Assam specifically
and in the country as a whole from 2019-20 to 2022-23 are given below:

Production of Value of Crude Production Value of Crude
Crude Oil and | Oil and Natural of Crude Oil | Oil and Natural
Financial Natural Gas | Gas production in | and Natural | Gas production

Year in Assam Assam* Gas in India | in the country*
Value in Rs.
In MMTOE | Value in Rs. crore | In MMTOE crore

2019-20 7.49 18068.7 63.4 149314.4
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2020-21 7.4 12314.2 59.2 99789.6
2021-22 7.60 21163.0 63.7 164220.4
2022-23 8.08 31224.7 63.7 241137.2

Source: DGH/PPAC, MMTOE: Million MetricTonne Oil Equivalent
* Estimated value based on prevailing Indian Basket Price

Details of imports of crude oil and natural gas from 2019-20 to 2022-23 are given

below:

Financial Import of Crude Qil Imports of LNG(Natural Gas)
Year

In MMT Value in Rs. In MMT Value in Rs.

Crore Crore

2019-20 226.95 717001 25.58 67383
2020-21 196.46 459779 25.06 58329
2021-22 212.38 901262 23.42 100521
2022-23 232.70 1260372 19.85 137210

Source: PPAC, MMT : Million Metric Tonne, LNG: Liquefied Natural Gas

(b) To reduce imports and improve energy security, the Government has adopted a

multi-pronged strategy comprising increasing domestic production of oil and gas,

promoting energy efficiency and conservation measures, giving thrust on demand

substitution, promoting biofuels and other alternate fuels/ renewables, EV

charging facilities and refinery process improvements for reducing the country’s oil

dependence on imported crude ail.

» Increasing Domestic Exploration and Production

e Increase the net geographical area under exploration from 2.5 lakh square
kilometre (SKM) to 5 lakh SKM.
e “No Go” areas in EEZ have been reduced by almost 99% due to which 10 lakh

SKM area is now free in EEZ for E&P Activity.

e The Government of India has opened 99% of the "No-Go" area of the Exclusive

Economic Zone (EEZ) for Hydrocarbon Exploration & Development.
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Total operational area (active) under various licensing regimes is 3,27,456 SKM
which includes exploration and exploitation of unconventional hydrocarbons like
Coal Bed Methane (CBM).

Other initiatives like renewal, replacement and addition of facilities and
infrastructure.

Improved and enhanced oil recovery using suitable technologies, replacement
and revival of sick and old wells.

To attract foreign investment in the E&P sector in India, the data on Indian
sedimentary basins has been made available on National Data Repository (NDR)
for open viewing and purchase by interested parties and a data centre has been
opened in the campus of University of Houston for ease of data viewing by the
International Oil Companies (I0Cs).

Government has made transformational changes in Model Revenue Sharing
Contract (MRSC) and terms of Notice Inviting Offer (NIO) to make them simpler
and attractive to bidders.

Indian National Oil Companies (NOCs) (ONGC and OIL) have executed several
agreements with International Oil Companies (IOCs) (ExxonMobil, Chevron,
TotalEnergies) for collaboration in E & P activities and are also in discussions
with BAPCO, JAPEX and Mitsui.

Biofuel Blending Programmes like Ethanol, Compressed Bio Gas (CBG), etc

Ethanol blending in petrol has increased from 1.53% in 2013-14 to 12 % in
ESY 2022-23. Ethanol procurement has been to the tune of 508.9 crore litres
in ESY 2022-23.Total crude oil substitution achieved during 2014-2023 is 142
lakh MT.

E20 was rolled out at 84 retail outlets in 11 States/UTs on 8" February 2023,
ahead its roll-out target of April 2023. The number of retail outlets retailing E20
is now more than 6000.

Promotion of second generation ethanol to supplement supply of ethanol
through Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN Yojana.

Promotion and increase production of CBG through Sustainable Alternative
Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) and other initiatives like blending
in Natural Gas to substitute Natural Gas. 50 CBG plants with an installed
capacity of approximately 300 MT per day have already been commissioned
under SATAT. Sale of CBG has been initiated from more than 130 Retall
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Outlets. During 2022-23, OGMCs have procured 11,227 Ton CBG. Further,
during April, 2023 to October, 2023 OGMCs have procured 9548 Ton CBG.

e In a major step towards enhancing use and adoption of CBG, the National
Biofuels Coordination Committee (NBCC) has approved the introduction of
phase wise mandatory blending of CBG in CNG (Transport) & PNG
(Domestic) segments of CGD sector. The key objectives of the CBG Blending
Obligation (CBO) are to stimulate demand for CBG in CGD sector,
import substitution for Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), saving in Forex,
promoting circular economy and to assist in achieving the target of net zero
emission etc. CBO will be voluntary till FY 2024-2025 and mandatory blending
obligation would start from FY 2025-26.

» Adoption of Alternate Energy Sources like LNG, Hydrogen, EV

e The authorized entities at their Retail Outlets are required to install facilities for
marketing at least one new generation alternate fuels like Compressed Natural
Gas (CNG), Biofuels, Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), Electric Vehicle charging
points, etc.

e As on 01.11.2023, 9487 EV charging station & 119 battery swapping stations
have been installed. Recently, tender for procurement/installation of 8,000
number EVs stations has been floated by OMCs.

e The Green Hydrogen Mission announced by the Government to promote
growth of green hydrogen. This inter-alia includes significant contribution of all
& gas companies through replacement of conventional hydrogen derived from
Natural Gas with green hydrogen, use of Green Hydrogen for mobility, etc.

SHRI PABITRA MARGHERITA: Sir, the statement is that the State of Assam has
been producing oil for the last century. Now, my question is: How are the people of
the State of Assam getting benefits resulting from the oil production in the State of
Assam along with their sales activities in our State ?

SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURI: Sir, | am particularly pleased that the hon. Member has
asked his question about the history of oil exploration in the State of Assam and its
current state. | am happy, Sir, because Assam is the State from where all this had
began. In fact, it was in the year 1886 that the first oil well was dug at a place called
'Digboi'. The name 'Digboi' is also very interesting because as you will recall, Sir, in
the year 1886, we were under the domination or governance of an alien dispensation
and it was the white master who was shouting- 'dig boy', so from that 'dig boy' came
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the Digboi oil wells in 1886. Sir, the first commercial scale oil well was produced and
oil was extracted at Digboi in 1889. | think the quantity of oil extracted was about
20,000 gallons per day. In 1901, the first refinery in Asia, not in India but in Asia, came
up in Digboi. So, | am very happy because today we have come a long distance from
there. Today, the State of Assam produces 4.2 million metric tonnes of crude oil
which accounts for something like 14.38 per cent of the total crude oil produced in the
country. Equally, the State of Assam produces 3.6 billion cubic metres of natural gas
which accounts for 10.43 per cent of the country's natural gas production. Sir, it is
axiomatic that whenever oil is struck in any State, the State Government, the State
revenues and the people of the State benefit from it and equally the country as a
whole benefits from it. Oil and natural gas and other forms of energy which we are
producing, like, bio-fuels, compressed bio-gas and soon there will be green
hydrogen also, these all will contribute in enhancing our energy mix and to save
precious amounts of foreign exchange which was being spent on account of
importation. The economy is booming, it is growing, in the last quarter, Sir, the rate
was 7.6 per cent and everybody estimates that we will have an overall rate of growth
of six-and-a-half per cent. But, we still import 85 per cent of our crude oil and about
50 per cent of our gas. Sir, every State Government gets revenues from energy
production. In the years 2019-20 to 2022-23, the Assam Government's revenues from
the production of crude oil was Rs. 9,291.17 crores and Rs. 851.28 crores from
natural gas. These are the revenues which came on account of the royalties that the
State Government got. But there are other attendant benefits which also accrue. For
instance, there is economic activity, both direct and indirect employment creation;
thousands of local people get jobs. Sir, | have been the Minister of Petroleum and
Natural Gas for two-and-a-half years or so; that is why, | can say that different
States would like now to enter the energy ecosystem because there is revenue for the
State, there is employment for the people etc. Sir, | think the hon. Member also
asked about the CSR which accrues from this kind of activity. | am going to check the
overall figure, but, | do remember that recently, | was in Assam, where | had the
privilege of inaugurating a hospital which has been made by Corporate Social
Responsibility Funds (CSR Funds) by ONGC. This is a hospital in Sivasagar. It cost
Rs. 483 crores. The total amount of CSR activity which has come to the State of
Assam from 2014 to 2023 as a result of this is Rs. 1,600 crores which has been spent
by the oil and gas PSUs on CSR activity. On one hospital alone which has CT Scan,
MRI, Modular, OT facilities, it is Rs.483 crores. Sir, the beauty of it is that this hospital
is situated somewhere and it will cover a vast catchment area, a large number of
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other adjoining districts will also benefit from it. So, the answer, which now | have, the
figure is Rs.1600 crores for the period between 2014 and 2023.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, you have been in this seat for two-and-a-half years.
We have had in the country eight Governments that did not have this period also. |
was part of one. The second supplementary, Shri Pabitra Margherita.

SHRI PABITRA MARGHERITA: Sir, | thank Pradhan Mantri, Narendra Modiji, for
earmarking and investing more than Rs.40,000 crores in the oil sector in Assam. My
second supplementary to hon. Minister is this. What are the major projects which
have been undertaken at this moment, in the State of Assam, in the oil sector by the
PSUs, especially the city gas connection, ethanol production, etc.?

SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURI: Sir, | am particularly pleased that the hon. Member has
chosen to ask this question because particularly after 2014, there has been an
acceleration and more so, in the last few years of the kind of projects which have
been undertaken by the oil and gas PSUs or OMCs, as we call them. Sir, amongst
the various major projects with overall project cost, these are about Rs.44,000
crores, as the hon. Member says. Out of this, the Numaligarh Refinery expansion
project itself is of about Rs.18,968 crores, the North East Gas Grid is Rs.9,265 crores,
the Paradip Numaligarh Crude Oil Pipeline is another Rs.9,058 crores and the NRLS,
that is, Numaligarh Bio Refinery is another Rs.4,200 crores. These are the projects
which have already been sanctioned and where work is going on. The second
component of the question is related to ethanol. Sir, on ethanol as well, as the hon.
Member and others would be aware, our ethanol blending in petrol up to 2014 was
about 1.5 per cent. | was, particularly, personally involved in the efforts which were
made earlier. We had decided rather the Government of that day had decided that
they wanted 5 per cent ethanol blending in at least in 10 or 15 States and Union
Territories. But with the best efforts in the world, Sir, we did not proceed beyond 1.4
or 1.5 per cent for a variety of reasons. | think in order to succeed in ethanol blending,
you need to put in place an ecosystem, an ecosystem which will make it viable both
for the feed providers for the production of ethanol and for its use. Today, Sir, | am
very happy that we had target of 10 per cent blending by November 2022, we were
able to achieve that target five months in advance in July 22. Our second target was
20 per cent ethanol blending by 2030. Because of the previous success and Hon'ble
Prime Minister's leading upfront, we were able to prepone that target from 2030 to
2025. Today we are in a situation that we are already doing 12 per cent blending. We
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will achieve the 20 per cent blending five years in advance, and, for that, we need
1,000 crore litres. We are already at 580 or 600 crore litres. In so far as Assam is
concerned, the oil marketing companies have signed seven long-term off-take
agreements for setting up dedicated ethanol blending plants with total production
capacity of 1,150 kilolitres per day. The total financial outlay of these projects is
Rs.1,370 crores. In addition, NRL is setting up a commercial 2G ethanol plant at
Numaligarh which is expected to be commissioned by 2024, that is, next year. The
capacity of this plant is 185 kilolitres per day and its feedstock will be bamboo. The
project cost is Rs. 4,200 crores. Sir, | would like to conclude my response to this
supplementary by saying that one of the most reassuring and heartwarming aspects
of our bio-fuel programme is that we have gone from this traditional sugarcane based
feedstock thing to now second generation, that is, to make ethanol from agricultural
waste parali, to make ethanol from bamboo and Assam is leading the way in the
production of 2G from bamboo.

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: | thank you, hon. Chairman, Sir. | am thankful
to the hon. Minister for giving a detailed history of oil producing State of Assam. You
are very right that Asia’s first refinery was established in Digboi, Assam. It was built
by the British rulers.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Prasad, ask your direct question.

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Sir, | am coming to the question.

Sir, Assam is an oil-producing State and is known to you. Digboi refinery was
established when the British were ruling India. But, when Congress was ruling the
country after Independence, we had to fight for a long time and come to streets to get
a refinery. Finally, we got a mini refinery in Guwahati with a production capacity of
below one million tons! But, when Narendra Modi Government came to power, it has
taken a lot of initiatives and, now, this Government has invested more than Rs.
80,000 crores in Numaligarh in Assam.

MR. CHAIRMAN': Please ask your supplementary.

SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: Yes, Sir. We are thankful to the hon. Minister
for Numaligarh refinery. Sir, Assam, by producing oil, is getting royalty from the
Union Government. India is an oil-deficit country. We are importing crude oil. Now,
| would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the Government of India is
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seriously thinking about increasing royalty on crude oil production which can be
compared with the international price.

SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURI: Sir, | am very happy that the hon. Member has
decided, through this supplementary, to go deeper into the issue of earnings.

MR. CHAIRMAN: And he wants a serious response |

SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURI: And, | am going to give him a serious response with
‘serious’ underlined.

Sir, the earnings of a State come from variety aspects of the ecosystem
dealing with energy. Royalty is one aspect. Yes; as we increase our capacity, as
more oil gets produced, as more oil gets refined, as refinery expands, we get more.
Sir, currently, we have 252 million metric tons of refinery capacity per annum. We
wanted to take it up to 400 million metric tons. The hon. Prime Minister made it 450
million metric tons. So, when you refine more, you will get more benefits without any
doubt. But, there are also other aspects to this earning.

For instance, when we were able to complete 10 per cent of biofuel blending by
2022 — it was five months in advance — we were able to save Rs. 76,300 crores from
the import bill that enabled us to give Rs. 73,000 crores to our farmers. And, when
you do 20 per cent blending, it will be even more.

In so far as the State of Assam is concerned, | am not just serious, but 100 per
cent sure, with the efforts being made to expand capacity, efforts being made to
produce and refine more, we get more. We just did an expansion of one of the
refineries. The hon. Chief Minister tied me down in a public meeting. | agreed. We
are expanding the refining capacity. So, more benefits will come, definitely. But, the
issue is this. There is more potential in other States of the North-East as well. In fact,
there are some issues between Assam and another State which we need to resolve. |
myself feel that, perhaps, we have not exercised our ‘margin of persuasion’, because
oil is something that if you dig it somewhere, your neighbor may say, fop o a1 3T
RCAGES %, SIfhe T8 1 BRI Wics W 7T Y81 81 We need to resolve these issues.
The earlier hon. Member is also from Assam. He spoke about Rs. 44,000 crores.
But, now, even more is going to come. | can sit down with the hon. Member who, as
a representative of the people, can tell the State Government. | have an excellent
rapport with your Chief Minister and other Chief Ministers. We are all working towards
enhancing both oil production and natural gas production which will, ultimately,
benefit both the people of the North-Eastern States and the Union.
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TSR T o fory AR 7 3MTASIRG 3R NS TS Bl HIT SR o1 28?2

SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURI: Sir, the petroleum and natural gas sector has the
benefit of both the private sector in exploration and production and it also has the
OMCs, the oil marketing companies. Coming to the question, how much is
produced, in the body of the answer, | have stated that the production of crude oil in
India is 29.2 million metric tons.

Sir, oil and gas are capital intensive sectors which have a large gestation
period. Very often in the past, and | am not looking at anyone or pointing fingers at
anyone, the crucial decisions on investment could not be taken because there was a
counter point of view that instead of putting in so much of capital expenditure, you are
probably better off importing cheap oil. Then, of late, there has been other narrative
which has emanated from the climate change discussions. The transition to
sustainable global investment in traditional fossil fuel, the entire system, has dropped.
But, | can assure you that we are doing things differently. There is now a concerted
attempt, along with the international oil companies, with which we have signed
MoUs, our own NOCs are all collaborating. And, now, we have a situation where this
figure of 29.2 million metric tons will hopefully go up by, whoever is the Minister at that
stage from the BJP Government, 2029. | am confident he will be able to give a figure
which will be multiplier of that because of the work which has been set up now and
because of all the incentives that we have taken in exploration and production. | will
give you one example. We have about 3.5 million square kilometers of sedimentary
basin. But for some reason, | don’t understand, we never exploited more than 6 to 7
per cent. We are not taking up this 6-7 per cent exploitation of the sedimentary basin
to double the amount. And, the body of the answer provides specific details on what
have been done on that. | will read out to the hon. Member. It says, 'The net
geographical area under exploration from 2.5 lakh square kilometers to 5 lakh square
kilometers" . In addition to this, we are also opening up one million square kilometers
which used to be a part of the no-go area for a variety of reasons. It is only the hon.
Prime Minister who could have taken this decision to free this up from objections of
security agencies, Defence Ministry, etc. Today, we are in a situation where we are
looking towards the period ahead where this figure of 29.2 million metric tons will be
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much higher and we will be able to reduce our import-dependence.
...(Interruptions )...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Last supplementary — Shri Sandosh Kumar P.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P: The hon. Minister is explaining the improvements made
in this field. May | know whether the Government will take any initiative to control the
petroleum and natural gas prices?

SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURI: Sir, there are two ways of controlling prices. And,
clearly, by the model that we have been following, we have ensured that in the last
two years the prices of petrol in India have come down by 11 per cent. The prices of
diesel have also come down but by a smaller amount. Why have we been able to do
it? It is because of the initiatives of the hon. Prime Minister that we have reduced
Central Government’s Excise Duty on two occasions — in November 2021 and May
2022. We have brought down the prices by 13 and 16 rupees. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 5, Shri Binoy Viswam. The Minister to lay the
statement on the Table.

Coal mining in densely forested areas
*5. SHRI BINOY VISWAM : Will the Minister of COAL be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the Environment Ministry, in 2018, opined against mining
in 15 coal blocks because of their high biodiversity value;

(b) the opinion sought by the Ministry of Coal from Central Mine Planning and Design
Institute (CMPDI) regarding 15 coal blocks situated in densely forested areas and
details of the findings by the CMPDI;

(c) the details of the bidding for the coal blocks in densely forested areas, and
justification given for the same; and

(d) the results of bidding for coal blocks situated in Singrauli of Madhya Pradesh and
Hasdeo Forest in Chattisgarh ?
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THE MINISTER OF COAL (SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI): (a) to (d) A statement is laid on
the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) in August,
2018 has informed that 15 coal blocks fall in the area which needs to be conserved
and should be avoided for mining.

(b) A meeting with Central Mine Planning and Design Institute (CMPDI) was held in
Ministry of Coal in April, 2022 to discuss whether the aforesaid 15 coal blocks can be
considered after taking out some portions that may be fragile. It was decided that it
may not be possible to carve out some portion from the blocks, therefore, these 15
blocks may not be considered for allocation.

(c) After further deliberation on allocation matter of these 15 coal blocks in July, 2022,
it was decided to consider the coal blocks which do not fall under Sanctuaries,
National Parks and ESZ (Eco-sensitive zones) for underground mining after taking up
the matter with MoEF&CC. Out of aforesaid 15 coal blocks, 5 coal blocks (Tara,
Tandsi-lll &Tandsi-lll (Extn.), Vijay Central, Mahan and Mara II-Mahan) do not fall
in any Sanctuaries/National Parks/ESZ.

Further, in a "Bio Diversity study in the entire Hasdeo-Arand Coalfield
comprising of Tara, Parsa, Parsa East & Kanta Basan and Kente Extension coal
blocks in Chhattisgarh" carried out by Indian Council of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE)and report submitted to Govt. of Chhattisgarh, it was
recommended that Tara coal block can be considered for mining with strict
environmental safe guards including appropriate conservation measures for
management of surface water and biodiversity. Considering recommendations in Bio
diversity study report for mining in Tara Coal Block, comments of MoEF&CC were
sought for allocation of Tara coal block for mining through open cast mining and other
4 coal blocks ( Tandsi-lll &Tandsi-lll (Extn.), Vijay Central, Mahan and Mara II-
Mahan) for underground mining.

MoEF&CC in Dec, 2022 replied that all mining proposals are processed on
case to case basis. Apart from other regulatory approvals like Environmental
Clearance etc., in case any forest land is involved, in any particular mine, then before
starting actual mining operations in the forest land, approval of the Central
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Government under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 must be taken by the
concerned user agency.

Accordingly, 4 coal blocks namely Tara, Tandsi-lll &Tandsi-lll (Extn.),
Mahan and Mara lI-Mahan were put up for auction in the 7th round of auctions of
commercial coal blocks launched in March, 2023.

(d) For Tara coal block in Chhattisgarh, multiple bids were received in the auction
process, however, pursuant to request received from the state of Chhattisgarh, the
coal block was withdrawn from the auction process. The other 3 coal blocks from
Madhya Pradesh i.e. Mahan, Mara Il Mahan and Tandsi Ill & Tandsi Ill Extn. received
single bids in the 7th round of auctions process and could not be allocated.

MR. CHAIRMAN?: Itis 10" clock. The House is adjourned to meet again at 2.00 p.m.

[Answers to Starred and Un-starred Questions (Both in English and Hindi) are
available as Part -I to this Debate, published electronically on the Rajya Sabha
website under the link https ://rajyasabha.nic.in/Debates/OfficialDebatesDateWise |

The House then adjourned for lunch at one of the clock.

The House reassembled after lunch at two of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES
MR. CHAIRMAN: Report of the Committee of Privileges, Shri Elamaram Kareem.

SHRI ELAMARAM KEREEM (Kerala): Hon. Chairman, Sir, | rise to present the 75"
Report (in English and Hindi) of the Committee of Privileges on a question of alleged
breach of privileges arising out of following two matters:

(i) alleged intentional and deliberate act of presenting misleading facts to
the Media, misrepresentation of the proceedings of the Council and
affront to the authority of the Chair; and

(i) including the names of Members in the proposed Select Committee
without their consent in violation of Rules, by a Member.
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OBSERVATION BY THE CHAIR

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, the Committee, after deep and thoughtful
consideration, finds Shri Raghav Chadha, hon. Member, guilty for both the charges.
Charge 1: That he intentionally and deliberately presented misleading facts to the
media, misinterpreted proceedings of the Council resulting in affront to the authority
of the Chairman, Rajya Sabha, and engaged in outrageous defiance of the resolutions
of the House and directives of the hon. Chairman, Rajya Sabha. And, Charge 2: For
including the names of Members in proposed Select Committee without their consent
in blatant transgression of Rule 72 of Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
the Council of States, Rajya Sabha.

As regards the sentence, the Committee finds the suspension suffered by him
since 11" August, 2023 from the House thus far as sufficient sentence that will meet
the ends of justice.

The Committee stands committed to upholding the sanctity of parliamentary
proceedings and safeguarding the integrity of the institution. The Committee
expresses hope that Shri Raghav Chadha, Member, will reflect and introspect. The
Committee expects Shri Raghav Chadha to uphold the expected standards of
conduct and decorum befitting a Member of Parliament.

Now, the hon. Member, Shri G.V.L. Narasimha Rao, to move a motion in the
matter.

TERMINATION OF SUSPENSION OF MEMBER

SHRI G.V.L. NARASIMHA RAO (Uttar Pradesh): Hon. Chairman, Sir, | move the
following motion under Proviso to Rule 256(2) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Council of States, Rajya Sabha:

"That this House resolves that Shri Raghav Chadha, Member, be held guilty of
breach of privileges and the suspension suffered by him so far be taken as sufficient
punishment and the House may consider discontinuance of suspension of Shri
Raghav Chadha, Member, from the service of the Council from this day."

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Raghav Chadha may attend the proceedings of the House.
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GOVERNMENT BILL
The Post Office Bill, 2023

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw to move a motion for consideration of
the Post Office Bill, 2023.

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS; THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS; AND THE
MINISTER OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY THE MINISTER
OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW): Sir, | move:

"That the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to Post Office in India
and to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto, be taken into
consideration."

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN /in the Chair.)

1t STAUTIR : A1 HH S, MY $S i1 ATl ?

il 312} AW : AR SUHHTULT HBIGY, 125 ATl R $I$IT YR 3ihd gae
DI IS B F oIy "IIE S1fh e, 2023" ST 7T 21 HEIG, OIAT {6 &9 &4
S 8 T ST, STaher 3R Slfear, I U $eice e 2, O iR 991 wR # SiH-914
H 95 g [I9aT4 &1 Ueb T AT 79 125 ATl RIHT HAT B IR H o7 ¥81 AT {6 I8
irrelevant 81 SITQAN, faRIYeR ST U1 &1 diRTS 1, 39 4IRTS H 1 dfdcdhall STh
IR STHER Pl Th d¥8 I Bl IS B Bl Algd o Ts oft, oifh fUea o aui &
o7 I8 ¥ U< Sfifthe 3R URed S&IeRia ! Rargd foar T 7, 39 Rargdd
&1 Reeiae sa AU fda 7 2

AT IUFHIIIT FE 153, fUsel AT 1 qul H €T, STHER AR STk Bl Hel
fSefiadt & wfdw el & ce™ # TiImH fhar T 51 URe 3fifthd &l
Sfdcaell Ueb db H Hdc [hdT TAT 2| STHERI BT [IRIR <3 A1 99 2004 F q9 2014
H STET 660 STHER dg By T o, AT ITFHMRT FBIGT, 3MID] 3R AGT Bl
SR RN BN e a9 2014 W SR Gy 2023 b d19 BRI 5,000 Y STHER Fled Y
g 3R B 5,746 3R Y SMHER Wield DI UiHAT H &1 1,60,000 STHERI DI B
dfdr @ik fefoied dfd1 & SIRY Fiae fovar mar 81 S/ 9ot fSefiadt | «fda
(STt § Peasi= &1 A" yar §301 &1 Res Al Sif B fIs7 8, I & d8d 434
STHER YHUIC HdT bl H 319 TP HRIG-DHRIG Fal HRIS UAhd A Bl Sl
! &1 13,500 STHER IMYR AT g Wiel S b ol 3 PRIS A SATRT G-Il (G
G, ST 9l & oY U 98 1 3MMid Adel 941 &, STH 1 A 41 EOR BRIS
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SUY 39 qPh ST B gbh ol ST URE UHE I, Sl {6 ued Red &1 dfd
RIeeH § Hac B HI Uh 95d 991 A1EH &, SHH Bdel Afeelall &, ARI d841 &
AT T BRI A e T 37T Th Wit ST b 2

IS, AYD] T 3R I SIFax il 8RNt fh Srher Frafd &g g Ul
giagr 941 &, [ SRY Te RAC TRAT I ATERT YR &3 H I8 arall b
ST & it 1 <21 I 37U WA I U Ahdl 31 379 A 867 STHER Ffd &g
el Y &, T4 60 BRIS ¥ 318 o1 (afd fovar M 51 5309 U -0 Welided &,
HUCH & TH H U g8 IS BRI 8- H I 9Ie” Holk SHRET Bl Taadic
BT B, U & WIS F U 4Ts 1T AR Mgdiad qarsdl gaqure ax 38 ©,
SR | 9IS A 38HS W Telid, IF YRTUIC R B &, IH b GgR MeTare
Y IS 39S | S ¥ I TS YaUIC BRd @ 3R BIgRIH, Bl I 42 SIAH
TR 3R AYdfad dreded AT B I8 81 AT STHER & SIRY §9 AT Bl
glagrd e R8T 8, ST Tellgd R 9 81 gArgcs 434 Bl Sl 3 HIgsIer
JURL (UPU) &, I8 34l RACe Werd R 3dre &A1 8, inclusive growth,
inclusive trade & oY STeER fF1ITd Be 1 YUY A 3rars = fbam 121 &1 A1
SUFHMRT FEIGY, STHERT H TddH CaIersll BT SUANT &1 38T 5l 314! BTl &1 A
SHEREC] S\IJII b ei‘lcjb | Udh three-dimensional printed SThEX €] AE\TI Udr Y]
experiment T 1T, 4 4 ARg 9 3NfSS #1Hw & 191 @ Giel 1Y
3R §9 125 |Iel YR BT b YISl H Sl 7T I Al 1 &, g8 37l A
99T H 997 21 I8 17 FeAloisl $I BIC-AT BIA & 3R ART B Al (Selladl 4
G fSefia’) IR iR Srdher ¥ dfdh T afdas W Rige g9 a1 8l

The question was proposed.

SN U : AT AT, § 39 f9eT IR dier™ dTel A1 AS] Bl ATHT
Wﬁﬁ@announcementaﬂ:ﬂfﬂgml

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MR. DEPUTY CHIRMAN: | have to inform the hon. Members that the Business
Advisory Committee in its meeting held today, that is, on 4™ December, 2023, has
allotted time for Government Legislative Business as follows:

1. Consideration and passing of the Chief Election Six Hours
Commissioner and the other Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office)

Bill, 2023.
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2. Consideration and passing of the following Bills, as Twelve hours
reported by Standing Committee, after they are passed (To be
by Lok Sabha: be discussed
(a) The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 together)

(b)  The Bharatiya Nagrik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
(c) The Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023
3. Consideration and passing of the Central University Two hours
(Amendment) Bill, 2023, after it is introduced,
considered and passed by Lok Sabha.

4. Consideration and return of the Appropriation Bills Six hours (To
relating to following Demands, after they are passed by be discussed
Lok Sabha: together)

(a) First Batch of Supplementary Demands for Grants
for the year 2023-24; and
(b) Demands for Excess Grants 2020-21

GOVERNMENT BILL - Contd.

The Post Office Bill, 2023

it wifepfiie MiEd (ToR1) : AT ITFHTART AE1Sd, H I ST A8 § 1 WY
arq fha aAa 872

o} ST : 31TTP I 15 fiTe &1 993 B

21 wifpiiIE TMifed: AT SUQHIILT 7815, SI9 I8 fdal o 17 df JaR 30k &
faret, #1301 St =1 gl s &1 oo qrd @ &1 § I8 ST Sl (b ST Hal I,
TP g1, SHDT STBTH TIRI ATA BT &1 Y ach AT, ST HAST ST o [ofY AT B
SIRU, S & SIRT, Uft5dl & SIRU dRg-dRE & dxld IV ST & 3R R -efR 394
JHR AT AT AR <2 H AT 37lT-3e A1 A Ha 2l BT G BIell ATl WX, 150
ATl U8l 3FUSH 7 396! Uhwy H RN &1 BIfEl & 3R YR ST6 &l Th 73T 3T
3R WU el S 7 I8 SN (6T, 98 A Bl BIIQl yga & g AT SA1ET
gfeeth Sexve Tl o, dfct SHHT IUAT ST AT, Hifh S9! 39 <9 H T
HRAT AT, IABT IYAT U f3d AT AR ATIIRG Sexee 1 o, dl 39! Jh SIh
HATY [ B g1 IR ST Y 3R IBI 1766 W S SieAT B! e & M I
S TH®T H I9171 3 Ioid 7T AR ST U< 3fifthy Uae, i Sogiol A
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1854 H introduce P BHRI ST AR BT systematic way H 171 SISl & 91)
TR I Ih & GG arel ARl 71 fard ot far S gY I |t {6 o ufers
sfexcfdH BIFT A1fEy| digayst 81 =112y iR IUHST profit-oriented TT&1 &1 Wbl
&, R JATHT A1 YIUHgST &1 B 81 81 WOHGS Bl profit-oriented &1, dicth
service-oriented SIHY BTH HIAT BT IR fHt T BIC A 1d H, U Sius H
Bl B ST UgaTl 2, Al 98 a8] Ugda-l 91isgl I8 drd oY 3R S | & Fgord
SISl & 91 St 4 ORBR 9491, S0 Uh oy efe ot {6 39 feurche &1, 39
IR Giaast ®l 3d9T dgdsi= 9171 fb U GUTUiT 98ied, 39 89 B & A1
BT Tl © (B AT H IS I 91 3R FI d8a’I S Hdl Hel IR g, dl 98
ARSI H B Wt{v_\:ﬁﬁﬁﬂa’lﬁ?ﬁﬂ, WhatsApp universitymﬁm%\;% 70 AT ¥
9 Q9 A T fHAr! § wEdr g 6 < 7 I8 R 931 b g a1 999 I,
JEANIA 3R [ 3T S HAT BAN <2 H g1 T8 IS AT| AT MY 4Ivy Bl
AR ST 3IR UTSdT HITR Bl Tl BRI | HRIR Tl MBI T8 UgTdhR PRIAT S
ST, I8 foell, grIg AR BHAGIEIG H < ST, <ifd F1 98 HRIR aTell Hes
&, TSI & Udh BIC Td H STd o A7 I8 Tol ST STGHURT A,
ST # 37U SIRY WRBR DI Dl dredl g b 84 59 H I Fber1 8RN
profit-oriented private sector A B BT AR YITAYS DI STRexe T8l ol 3o Td H
M 3R fpxdt & R faward 8, @1 Indian Postal Services IR faward g1 a8 1o 91
Pedl & T SIfhaT 16 a1l SIfhU B STdh TR TS T & TR BT IR 81 3R
Y STPT GIRA BT DI BT, A ST 37ATH BT Wl el 8l Ahdr gl Fsafda b
P UG b HUR S A U8l Yeb-al qTcl X1 28 g

AT SUFHURT HEIGY, I8 ARBR YAy & SIRY e arell |idd o)
&t R Tl B, I I AT § TSI ST ¥l GRS AfdN & 3ieR Y UPC (Under
Postal Certificate) AT BT T 3R UPC 1 YR AaTeld Wl A 2f fb I8 UPC 4
Tl_sig_s(’@_cﬁ%\', means it is certified 3NR T ATHA dTel BI fell B Registered Post was
expensive. As compared to the Registered Post, the UPC was less expensive. So,
the people were able to use the UPC. 31d I R B AT - UPC TeH Hr e
3ITST 3R URE AN H ST 3R B! b 31 Ueh W UPC P STRY BHN HAT Sl bl
ASTHT %, I d B2l fb No more UPC service is available now. @7 89 Jg BRI ATad
g7 Ryt M 95 A, T B 98 | B T8 aGoldl &l &H 3Ta1 /T AR B
HIT B & oI IE11 BRI 3MH 3MGH], AT ANRE Bl BIAGT B Ugd, FHD]
forar gH St B8R, gt AR ARm A H A iR g S M AR R E, A SFH BT Bl

EIBRIRESEREIRIS] W, The Department of Posts, also known as the India
Post, has been the backbone of the country's communication network and it has also

played a crucial role in the country's social and economic development. sﬂﬁ dgd
crucial role @I T &1 BIRIFT BT AT, H TS DT g 1 T DI AIST §U IR
SHBT A SATGT FHIIC IR Hel gall B, A1 98 9 [SUICHE & HUR 1Tl 30
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ST ITeh! ST, MY SIAY Il YT, 3T ! HOTgd I15T H 30U SIRTY A
HT S B AT TS § 6 URed fSurcHe  §ART WICH &I ST Bl gl 59 3T
T AT I B dTel FAR IAAARI DI 39 [SUICHE H AlpRai e off| 31 geh
BT {5 ST A= w30 St STard <8 o gard fo fha 9 9 8ue S99 Wiy diel
H AN I AT TS -TSihal Bf SIid IR 8] fold 8, S il el forar 872 3my
<19 foreft D1 STT9 H il 81, 1 21! 1T SeR Y IRFT o *19H U T3 @R &l
forar 2, Sl <aa <9 1 & 3R I\ Al < 81 AfS 3= S9! UIie T U=l ST
W Pl g, 981 W 98 <da <9 & J2ai $l uliea 7 % Fad! a1 gg Bl Al
Yfded T2 B Adhd! 7, 1 SHBT R BIIST BT 37T SHB! I S8 U IRIY &t
q‘\’%‘@lﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ”‘)ﬁ*ﬁinterestedﬁﬁl%ﬂﬂ?@@%ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ@%lﬁ
SISIISerel U Bl I IR fSTHA &I HIAT ATSdl gl 3R H31 Sl Hedl, df §
ITh! THDT GHIHZ SRR S G|

Next point is exclusive privileges of the Central Government. SIE] Egdb il
AR SHIN %\;I The Act provides that wherever the Central Government establishes
post offices, it will have the exclusive privilege of conveying letters by post, as well as

incidental services such as receiving, collecting, sending, and delivering letters. The
Bill does not provide for such privileges. The Bill also states that the post office will
have the exclusive privilege of issuing the postage stamps. AT SYFHTIRT S, H
3P STRY e AR ATTHT IR FRBIR D1 AT TR HRAT ATadl g1 A §6H Sl
UG PR 8 81, 98 §9 Y BT DI o8 A PR T 8l

Next point is services to be prescribed. The Act specifies the services provided

by the post offices include delivery of postal articles including letters, postcards,
parcels and money orders. The Bill provides that post office will provide services

prescribed by the Central Government. 31T &} T8 FllIX B 81 fb I 319 g9
BRI A8 81| BT 1 TS DI ATDHR &1 I ATBR b HUR By Wl bglct
HX D IR T2 B T2 ARHR SIS ot Va1 3 gRar 781 39 5 S a1
AT 2, Al 91G 3 Sl Sl R, 98 AGAST 394 o1 & Bl Ulfoticdel are] drenft
5 3 gifetfeame it & Yrmelcd Al S99 dcam € 3R $9d oy 931 I8 e &l
TSI, AT H I8 B B ST H Hedl § fh 39 5 Wt Jiqast o1 =1 &,

come with a clear idea, come with a clear proposal. We are here to discuss this and

then we will either pass or reject the Bill but we should have an opportunity to

express ourselves. WW‘EQ‘WW a’maﬁﬁml ﬁé@mgﬁﬁww@ﬁw
31d 8 3l &9 92 urd ol & g, N S FARET 81 BId! © 3R 91 H notification
& \_rlﬁ“q, P amendments & \_rlﬁ“q TRPBR ITH amendment BT B! %I

Now, another provision in this Bill is relating to power to intercept shipments.
Right to Privacy is the fundamental right. H ST _§’ fr RIS o) 81§ F5en
Dl g, NI Bl e & foTT 39 VAT BRI, But in the name of security, 3147-314t
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SH% o] fh dos & o9 TUh BT BT AT %\r, RSTI®T software ?bﬁ_s‘ intercept el
B AHT E, S TR S A7 BT R ¥, 7 o firer &, TdieT Y e 2, State-
sponsored hackers are trying to hack your mobile. &H fra foemad ST €7 IR
3T Right to Privacy I ®&HITETSST BRATd 81 in the name of security, a1 31T 9Ta
HATTBI? | will take you to those provisions. | will read what will happen after this

Bill is passed. Powers to intercept shipments: The Act allows the interception of a
shipment being transmitted through the post on certain grounds. Now just look what
the grounds are. "An interception may be carried out on the occurrence of any

4

public emergency.” Is there any clarity on what is public emergency? When you
have the Statement of Objects and Reasons, | fail to understand why the
Government does not clarify ‘public emergency’ in the Statement of Objects and
Reasons. Thereafter, it says, “or in the interest of public safety or tranquility.” MY+
Udh wide range T <l S9& 91 37T 3 Had %\;, “Such interceptions may be
carried out by the Central Government, State Governments, or any officer specially
authorised by them.” Why don’t you clarify? 31T fohs olael & SfifhaR &l WiRywTs
BN ? T 31T Udh BIC ool b IMfBRT Bl WRTHTS BT I18d © 37 bt TR
Wﬁ@ﬁ%mﬁ@ﬁ%? It further states, “An intercepted shipment can be
detained or disposed of by the officer in charge. The officer also has powers to
open, detain, or destroy the shipment.” 3TTdd U YTGET I SIfHAT & HUR A AN
BT IRINAT AT ST SIS U TaT U1 & UIRE TS & 3 U% Wl I &l ¥RINT 811
2 fop §1 for@n &, A1 I8 STe” UG I8 UTaeT $HRep 3T 9T bR Sff %8 87
HBIGY, BH d1d B & SAATS Dol Bi, B9 1d B & 1999 S Bl, Al g
fy 7%, SR @ 919 B 2 T - I8l IR I VAT o7 I8T 21 3717 39 91 Bl 1R A
SRITI FHRT H31 Sfl W 31RIY B b 319 UH gl § FlRel ohr Mgy fb o
P, Bal, fPad! AR HA A A9 U8 81 Bl 2 & 89 heMed Jsc ih
T & AT HUHSS dal BR Ahd &l H MREaR H Ud BIct-Hl 91 HEd U=
J1d GH BT S 19 MY BICT ST W AHRAT <d € ...(FIEH)... o U (e &
ST 3R 1Y T81 IR IR fSucde & fobedt &7 71 § IR &1 A1dst o 8, dl
319 IEI & bl JU DI Al ARTYI IHHT ST 719 &1 SIFERd ©, 98 98]
BT & Tl ©, ST 31T I WARIHT Y| i afh 28R | A1as) of ol 7,
iR Pl IR TTABR BRI BT BRI BT 81 98 71d | fehdr 981 © 3R 98 BT
TTe TR I &, SAflT 98 S 71T &1 ufkh 81 I1 3R g 391 w1gd fhaiHies a1
< faniier T8l fAadr 2, 1 81U 98 ool da18y 3R d8l & didd &I IRGY| I8
STET UX X2, I8 BTH BRI 3R SAFCRT A BE BT F 5af oIl & FTey 379+

d1d G cH hXdl _§\-', SMUDT dgd-dgd gddil|

SNt SUUTAFT : ST . oeHhT= gToTud) Sit, 31M9dh U gRE e 8
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ST . AGHIBIT T (STR U< 20) : SYFHIALT Sit, § 3TaehT 9RT § b S+ g1
'S UIRe 3fhy fdat, 2023" IR Il BT AR U fhaT 81 I8 IReR o 'S U<
3R fde, 2023 oIS &, 98 TRl & oIy 3R |a1, e & fagia &l & 3
TGP AT g1 IR< 3fTfthd &) |faast Si+a1 & Ui 99fid Jar] 8, 9 e 9 I8
'S URe Sffhy f9aT, 2023" 1A 1T €1 9T 1, AghT [AhRT - I8 fawg ff 59
e AN f9dt & hg A 21 Alatrs, Wi, Jaril iR feami, raH a4t S,
U & TN M B, S IS a¥f § 39 94l A & foIv I8 uke ofifthw faat
ATHRIT BT, ATH ST - UHT 3RT 9 &1 H $9 IR I Pl a8dl g b GRBR 7 59
'fT U 3T a1, 2023" & AIETH | - HHI: 2014 F 918 UR< 3Tfh AfaAs o=
SiI WRINT 9 Y81 I, 9 WA B T B B B 61 81 WRaR o 39 9% |
gRafid fear g1 Qg & 3R uike i Ui 9@ & w0 § dhavie H 39 TRBR
& PRIBIA H fHIT 7T 81 GRS AT & 71e9H § TRIG HAT0T, Afgell Hedmor iR
AT BT ATSTIRIT BT ATH W ST d Y5 &1 BIH IRBR & gRT T 71
gl H U a1 ORI AR W HE1 a8l § (& ol GRER & §IRT 700 U A1 HAsT
§g fhU T ¥, STefh 39 IRBR A AT BRIBIT H 1 dF 5 TR T FUR URT
3MTfhAS @lel &1 o1 ST Bl & [ I8 IRBR S9dl & i FHUd IR T,
T2 A Bl 2 o uive Siifthd |fdast &1 a, W4 iR fHAe a6 uga™ &
fory TR TAfid B 3@ $B8 5 TR UIRT Affhast 3l Gerl ST @ &1 H8l 700
gR< 3fTfhAsT 8 HR dTell IRBR AR BBl 10 IR TRE AN Wit aTell
WRHR| ISR DT FaTd 411 AT &1 R A Y @ ol &, al I 947
HYTER & 1 8] Yol 5 TR SIHW Wiel- R T g AN Dl Albs) el &
3R 19 ¥ 5,700 STHET Felil, AT ASTIR BT FoId WIHIAE BT, &4 Ig a2g Al
ST H T A1V

ATRIaR, STd f1ald v & IR H Bl HoudT Wl 981 B AdbdT AT Afh 319+
frafa &= a1l IrEl Bl JThR STHE™ § Sl 8, SThE] D] STdh folT gidy
TATSS Bl §, 98 91 § SHPT AHM G BR[O HRAT 7, IdT ol & iR
Id AT arel GMN B S9 W d&6 g & BM Bl 5l g 3 &4
$9P] HouT WY 81 oft fh ST ff fFala o= & SU H B B IS8 Sdh 8 fh
7-8 ATl Ugel YrUIC WdT dhes dTc] §U U, olfeh 31T 1.5 HRIS ANl Dbl TRIUIC Bl
e frell 8, aifd SThET 8% el § 81 Ugel UIAUIe Hex & ol 84 gR Sl
Uedl Al ARG & AN DI MITITETE ST ISl AT, GE Tl # ST e o,
CIfh™T 3TTST RS & YR A1y ¥ Iz Giaem el g1 IS4 Faar Bl 3R Foigd Hh
1.5 TRIS AN BT IRIGIE STRT 6R=T BT B fhar T B

HIRIER, I8 SISl ®l T &l SISl bl STANT B YIRS 3hd Dl
PR (BT BT 2T F of ST BT B 30 ARGR & gRT a1 T 81 IR< I &
A1 A f$fTed Wie o i S3 IRHR & §RT 91 &1 715 81 47D & IR H,
T T 98 HH AN fhdT B o, I S HBI BT JTHT AT URE AThd & ATegH o
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qRIeIC UIotde & oY | fhT T © 3R o9 1.5 <G SIf¥ D] BT §19T1 Urielc Urotde
& WY H (BT ST b1 81 379 $HD Fthel Bl b d1G WD DI FABT [RIR B B
Fdheq Bl

ATIaR, § $B IR 91 HE1 a18dl gl 9 7Y [del § STd 8- & NYDHIDHR0T
3R T &1 AfHEHdT &1 1S 2, <l # sl TSR & IN H $B AR IdMI
T gl e WRaR H S16 & ddy 7 fadae oS ot 1986 & fadaes ama o,
foTeT ITeufr S @t i & forg WSt 7T 31 J[atTs, 1987 ¥ 37U Ug UR & g
A 98 IReR 39 fddt &1 Al 81 for urs o iR 9 S We &l a1y fhar 17|
ISP 91 19 3Tl HEHT HEMRH IIegfe S 8y, al STHas!, 1990 § S8+
AR & 1Y S W9 I AT 3R 2002 H I8 el a9 81 11 99 2002 H 41
UIRE 3 B At H IR & oY o 9t STdR 39 YbR HI Ydb YATH gaTl,
B TRITI 2006 3R 2011 § 89 & IR & forv &1 gve 9o SRy fou 71w, <ifes 9
soe e W Lf$T Bt # uga 71U iR I9¢ 918 9eq # 9 9o o w9 4
aRUIT TE §UI 2023 FT T8 e TRER AU AFhed TRH & gRT TS & 3R I I
A1 BT TR &9 Yool 38T &1 d gU ®e, dl I8 $9 ARBR bl Aogd Hhod
3Ifth T 3R exviig AT St & < # SRR 99 39 f9dl &l T SR, df
U 31T ATy 3MTH ST HhT 9T 91911, H3T VAT H&1 21 39 [ & I & & 915
IR 9ol ARBR IR AR 81 81111 HBTFG e Bl R ST &1 Y@ R [t
SITQATT 3R IHT THTIT S91T ST JETeerd & <l forg 8RF1, S99 foig &t
AT AFAIGH DI JTALIDhT 1 BIN1| STh Al b HETa2h bl ST R STeh
TG o1 et ST, o eratl & o AR ST fChel bl AYRT & At | e
I BT 2Ifp ff S0 fAfed 8 weTHeere STd [ard e &) & oIy omaead
fepdt Y wIfIfafer b1 1o 97 Wbl oIl ST fEdhei 3iR ST I B 3MYfel U
ot & a9 fY 9917 ST Fh| Hidbe & B9W 9 URed aroidt 3R g% 9 $ o
M, STHER B ST fede SIRT B BT Al ABR BT S, YADBIBRT Dl
JeraT f&an SITgEn &R §I & SR Ui $iR oex Wi Ugamg SIgi| g9 37 §9ud
H AT o7 o6 Tl T 5 HYaR o ATegH A Fag] Woll Sl off, 17t 39 fdeT & J1eq| o
ARBR BT HHed T &b STRY T WSl BT 31 <lfh, T I1d H STRax el d1g b
AT 3TTciehaTa & G H BT - AR [ISTdT b 1< DI 3@ 98 ggell 81 7S ol
S IR | 117 I8 198 2 o Seviw e &1 e R R adid 9 2l dfed
ARER 39 914 B A G, 39D 731 fagara W 2

% AYPR I3 DI Y9 7 Id B T8 3R GRS Bl STINT B &
oy A1 FEIRT BY Feabell 81 IS JATgSH USRI AMDI AR U Bl I89T AR
IRTA BIs & STAN & AT A b5 WRAR dl feenf=der ye™ dxar g1 fosdt
IRER Pt AId Tga™ & forg Himferd faene & smuR W Yifas ud & f$iiea
BIS W g9 I, STafdh f$RTee TR Ta gRael S/aeRun 51 I8 Bels &l ufshan
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P AR FATUIT AR Al TAT UI FSeilas] Bl FeTdhdl Ul gTUT IR S+ e ¥
ST

9 f9a & 999 91 91 U8 ® {6 g7 f9dus ArRe-wfsa qartt &
IR & 3R GAgrsae 99 & oy Jrm a1 21 AR 3R B a1
BRI gcloreis & 39 Y7 4 Iz [agus iR 41 a1fdre yRiffie w4 4 81 I8
STEl TSR JREw ¥ 1 ANTE <M1, T8 Y-XATd BIS BT BRI Ahe 81 TR
WRHR | & AH TR DI HRIT B DI &7d1 § R ARG ST 791
Jarett & e § ! § aiRa fet a1l & sifalRss #is Y <1fde =181 <l

TR, § Ud 914 Hel 184l g, ol o AW ok adq [Agus 4 $o
JATHE eI Bl WRAIT SIHER IFIH, 1898 H 77 gRIY off 3R S[HER
fagra®, 2023 § Had 16 gRV &1 fUser A9 § 97/ST6 TR THITGR o,
STHER fA8T®, 2023 H 319 I8 THITHR T 31 S Tae H SIS UTae= & 23
gRTS off, 59 AL # oI5 ISTHS gRT &I JaRAT 181 &l Igal BIhd q&d: Hd
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W AT H 9gd ABAN 21 H I8 JBAN ST =arsdl gl § Ryt g1 Feroist dl VR
BT Clause 9, sub-clause M, fpRTE STt 7 =T, the Central Government may,
by notification, empower any officer to cause any item in course of transmission by
the Post Office to be intercepted, opened or detained in the interest of the security of
the State, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, emergency, or public
safety or upon the occurrence of any contravention of any of the provisions of this Act
or any other law for the time being in force. Now, before | come back to this, if we
look at Clause 16, sub-clause (1), it says that the Indian Post Office Act, 1898 is
hereby repealed. Tl YRTHT VAT repeal 1 TTAT, T Aot 16 & F-Falrst (2) H R
TN ST RET 8, "Notwithstanding the repeal of the Act by sub-section (1), all rules,
notifications and orders, made or purported to have been made under the Indian Post
Office Act, 1898, shall, in so far as they relate to matters for which provision is made in
this Act and are not inconsistent therewith, be deemed to have been made under this
Act and shall continue...". So, on the one hand, it is repealed, on the other hand, the
other provisions, which are not inconsistent with this Act, shall continue. a QT i %\*,
T 49 7l

Sir, | am coming back to Clause 9, sub-clause (1) This Clause, according to
me, fails to specify the procedures to be followed for interception by the authorized
postal officer. What is the procedure which shall be followed by the postal officer
while intercepting”? About national security, every citizen of this country is concerned
and we are also concerned. Had there been any provision, based on the information
received from Central agencies, which are dealing with the national security point,
then also, we could have agreed to this provision. But, on the basis of even
suspicion, can the authorized officer intercept, open, destroy or do anything which he
wants to do? This is arbitrary. In a plethora of cases, the Supreme Court has held
that arbitrariness in executive action is anti-thesis to the rule of law. This Government
has not even shown any respect to the hundreds of case laws which have established
this point. The ground specified for interception is absolutely vague that anything and
everything can be brought under this provision. Take, for example, the expression
'emergency'. One of the expressions is 'emergency' other than the national security.
But the expression 'emergency' has not been defined in the Definition Clause, that is,
Clause 2 of this Bill. So, what is 'emergency'? Nobody knows. This provision has
given unbridled powers to the authorities concerned. | remember one of the Supreme
Court verdicts, which was given in 1996 in the case of interception of
telecommunications. That was a 1996 case. There, the Supreme Court held that a
just and fair procedure to regulate the power of interception must exist; otherwise, it
is not possible to safeguard the rights of citizens under Article 19(1)(a) as a part of
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Freedom of Speech and Expression and Article 21, the Right to Privacy as a part of
the Right to Life and Liberty. It was reiterated in the People's Union for Civil Liberties
vs. The Union of India in 2004. In this context, | would like to refer to another Act
passed in this year, The Jan Viswas (Amendment of Provisions) Act, 2023 which
removed all offences and penalties from many Acts including the Indian Post Office
Act, 1898 in the name of Ease of Doing Business and Ease of Living. Virtually, in my
opinion, the Act has turned to be the Jan aviswas Actin as much as it has ensured a
free for all situations for the wrong-doers in detriment to public interest.

In this Bill also, Clause 10, Sub-Clause (2) provides and | quote," No officer
of the Post Office shall incur any liability with regard to a service provided by the Post
Office, unless the Officer acted fraudulently or wilfully caused loss, delay or mis-
delivery of service." However, what the consequences would be if any Postal Officer
fraudulently act or wilfully cause loss to service, there is no such provision. Sir,
kindly, one minute. In the parent Act of 1898, there was provision for imprisonment
up to 2 years, a fine or both. That has been removed.

This Bill does not whisper about the private courier services and they have
been excluded from the purview of the Bill. This undermines the equality before the
law. This is too much of laissez faire.

Sir, finally, | submit that this Bill, if passed, shall create another avenue in
transforming our democracy into a surveillance state after the Pegasusgate and that is
why, | oppose this Bill in its entirety, on behalf of my party, All India Trinamool
Congress. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri P. Wilson.

SHRI P. WILSON (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | rise to express my
strong opposition to the Post Office Bill, 2023 in its current form as it will lead to
winding up of post offices and its services in India. This Bill is a step to privatise and
encourage private players in postal services. The Bill is introduced without studying
the services required in the competitive world. It lacks a complete blue print on
infrastructural upgrades, technological intervention for sorting and facilitating accurate
delivery of mails and parcels and appears to be a hasty exercise just to replace old
colonial laws.

Our prestigious India Post, which is the world's largest postal network, has its
presence across every nook and corner of our country serves as a vital link
connecting urban and rural India, often viewed as a lifeline for 1.4 billion Indians, it
plays a critical role in our daily lives.
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The proposed Bill, aimed at replacing the Indian Post Office Act of 1898, needs
an immediate re-consideration as certain provisions could have far-reaching
implications.

Under Clause 9, the Central Government can empower any postal officer to
intercept, open or detain any postal article on the grounds of security of state, friendly
relations with foreign states, public order, emergency or public safety.

The provision grants unfettered powers to the Union and the Officer to
arbitrarily intercept, open or detain any postal article in the garb of national security or
public safety. In the absence of any procedure, yardstick or guidelines to be followed
by such officer, such powers are nothing but another step towards the surveillance
State which is violation in the teeth of Articles 14, 19 (1) (a) and Article 21 of the
Constitution. It is pertinent to mention that the hon. Supreme Court in a catena of
judgements has upheld the ethos of right to privacy. | ask myself the question as to
how any officer of the Post Office is qualified to undertake such functions which are in
a nature of search and seizure. By granting such powers, the privacy of all the citizens
who use the services of Indian Posts is severely compromised since there is no
provision in the Bill which injuncts the officer from leaking any contents of the
intercepted postal articles. A son will be writing to his mother, a husband will be
writing to his wife, brother to his sister, a client to his lawyer, a lawyer to his client,
cabinet communications to other departments. Can vyou intercept these
communications as stated in Clause 97 Will it not affect the privacy or will it not affect
the confidential privileged communications which are protected under the law?
Clause 10 exempts the Post Office from any liability with regard to a service provided
by the Post Office. This provision is severally vague and suffers from the ambiguity as
the phrase 'such liability' in Section 10 (1) can be interpreted to be anything. The
provision makes no regard to the value of the articles to be dispatched through post.
Many private players, in case of any lapse of services, will provide options such as the
value of the article in transit or the money-back guarantee. However, the Indian
Postal Department seeks to absolve itself from compensating from any loss caused
due to the lapse in services. This indeed can open the way for abuses as the party
empowered to impose such rules is an interested party. Though it prescribes liability
for postal officers who are acting fraudulently or wilfully causing loss, delay or mis-
delivery, the consequences of such action is not provided in the Bill. This dilutes the
provisions of the earlier Act of 1898 which prescribes imprisonment, fine or both in the
above cases. Clause 10, thus, is highly arbitrary and discriminatory and will push the
people to skip the Indian Postal services. The Bill under the Statement of Objects and
Reasons aims to provide for a simple legislative framework to facilitate evolution of the
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Post Office for delivery of citizen-centric services; however, the provision shows that
such evolution is only backwards.

The Bill grants the parallel powers to both the Union and the Director General
to frame rules and regulations for conducting any functions essential for running of a
Post Office. This highlights the ambiguity and overlapping powers of the Central
Government and the Director General in framing the rules and regulations for delivery
of several postal services.

| hope, this House, while we recognize the importance of modernizing our
postal services to be competitive with the private players and it is crucial to strike a
balance that upholds constitutional principles, protects fundamental rights and
ensures accountability. Our rich postal heritage, serving millions across the nation,
deserves a legislative framework that reflects the spirit of transparency, fairness and
citizen-centric governance and not another source for surveillance State and affect
the fundamental rights of speech and reputation. Thank you, Deputy Chairman, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now Shri Raghav Chadha.

it IMET TFT (USI) : W), I 115 T & TR & FHIW 8 IR H Ugell IR 39
H& ¥ glel ST X8l §, §9 7Y 6¥e 9o H Ugell IR dief Sff X&1 § <1 3ATYh] el

=T
oY STYTI : 31TUP I 5 e &1 993 B

31l ITEF TZT : R, 379 AR ATe Al 39 HeA W AFH Wl J31 AH FHY § Fbel
2|

TR, § 17 3MeH! Uit Bf IR ¥ o U< i 9, 2023 &1 R v+ &
T TST B3l §1 TR, 9 B I 3R IRID! I UT SN Al $89H &1 S TaRATh
YIIET &, ST AT 9 3R AT 10 21 A VA G Uae= ©, S YR ST JdT
BT ST AT < <9 fh 4 fhar ff Rradic ol, dagie &I, IRe & AR gt &1
YT I ISl B Ghd &, S Ug Ihd &, I s B Ihd ol ISP
subsequently S 89 W) U3 <kl dled %, d of ghd %I sﬂﬁ; Ebﬁ'fg; rules, Eﬁé
procedure, cblé QIIXT AT cblé criteria WWﬁﬁ%’@TW%I # U8l Section 9
TR A aTE, R IR | 39+ a7 I Section 9 &l & [ The

Central Government may, by notification, empower any officer to cause any item in

course of transmission by the Post Office to be intercepted, opened or detained in the
interest of (i) security of the State, (i) friendly relations with foreign states, (i)
public order, (iv) emergency, and (v) upon the occurrence of any contravention of
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any provisions of this Act or any other law for the time being in force. pIE ERRIEG)
scenarios H Indian Post Office @1 ERDI 3IRh & T I fhel 1 91 8T D1 AT consignment
shipment T intercept X AHAT B, detain B Tbhdl & 3R Wi Thdl 21 STH AT
IS GHRIY &, FSTTeT | 39 | @1 g1 Ugell, big brother syndrome & -
I ) T I 19 ANTRBT WX surveillance YT, J RIT communicate B I %,
T IIAId R W2 8, RIE-T3 § RI7 forgsdy 997 38 2, 99 W IRBR &I 311 8
IR IRPR Bl HiclH ?%’I i big brother syndrome %, ﬁi@ﬂ‘s’ﬁﬂtﬁﬂ'@%ﬁ@fﬂ%ﬁ
SR 37T B WMWQ@WWWW%%W@HUOC%U@
specify BT H Tl 81 ST 81 d U I -3 IRiierg 8, 5796 d8d 3 fhdl s1éh &)
intercept dX Hdhd %, QT Jhd & T detain B Thd Bl Yz U arbitrary NSRRI
Tohdl g1 I8 9kn HailRda g ﬂT%Q b Q?ﬂ PHI-1 emergency T friendly states
DI 39 BIIST UEATT AT8 o, [SIh =eld T Wi AR 4R T 6t graer, foedr 9
BT B violation BIKT &, A1 I8 3MMID] eARKIT & Sl & [ M9 fHT BT WY ST b
o sﬂﬁ?ﬁé’fﬁﬁa@@ﬁ%l Wﬁ?ﬂﬂ'ﬁ@@@ﬁﬂ‘s’%ﬁﬁsﬂﬁgroundsiﬁ
specifyﬁlﬂTW%%W[groundséﬁﬂ%ﬁmﬁﬂﬂaﬁwiﬁ, e & Wia
ghd %, confiscate B Tdhd %, intercept dX R %\;, J grounds dgd vague %\;I fopedy
A shipment Pl b & %IQ g7 fopedt o consignment, 1%@3[ g1 STh DI b & %IK’
Pls 9 P ITHR AT Bls W TG~ HaM] I-THR 3T S b Thd &l g+
vague grounds, I8 HI- AR ST Hal Bl o+ Sf I8T &1 AT 3R TG FST W]
ST 39 fdal 9 7, 98 I8 & T SN 31BN ST intercept BRI AT confiscate BRI,
TR I8 JHIR ITId UTIT ST ©, AT S RIATh dls TR Tal {1l ST, S
¥} 3ATSTET 81 9iedi, Article 19 31X Article 21 W1 violation 81 R, $HP 1T § Teb
IS 9T =ME P I8 right to privacy T violation &l BT 81 H A 1Y IR g9
e & Zb_§ Tel & AT right to privacy T violation 3T HEEESER] Apple Cg
smartphone YX Ud notification 3ATAT, o1 Aifefhes™ 7 g forar a1 & State-
sponsored attackers = 31T BI BT infect B T %\* IR 3?@5 \_rIﬁQ JMIH camera,
BT &b mic, Bl & 3fex foraq it documents, passwords, contacts %, J9R State-
sponsored hackers CAREUNEIR:EIRSIG %, RECY possession H o o &1 I8 fopan
AR Afh & AT T8, ot 991 F B AiAal & A1 gl IR, faeraed &1 a1a 8
3R H H [P TR a1d I B 6 I8 Rith fque & Aigai & |1 gafm, Ui ST
31TS 31X TS IFH FTUR &l & W U Hi¥G |...(TIE)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time is over. Please conclude.

it IMEE FFT : GRS ART 3899 U1Y Y, el #9 Raies Ugl, 396 qd1idd
fuer & I1 S TRBR $ AArdD A, I8 TS WD gH S BI=d U gaf| H
g b ARA WRBR B! S DR YD JeFera] H Sid 8, Y Joint
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Parliamentary Committee T TS gl fo fod goR 9 I8 State-sponsored attackers
Pegasus AT & 3R 3T YBR & softwares Bl s@l*-lld cb@b, T2 39 &g Ahd &
fp IRBPR & ATAD &I, ISP ...(THI Pl ©Y)... IT fIger & 181 &b BIF BT infect
IR 32 21§ 39 a1 &1 Ry oHvar € iR § I8 a1 6 S Apple &1 Aifefhder
Il 93 Bs AT, fauer & TGl & BIF IR ST, S$ IR H ARG 319+ §Td I
3R ST ft 9oT|

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Raghavji. Now, Shri Niranjan Bishi.
3.00 P.M.

SHRI NIRANJAN BISHI (Odisha): Thank you, hon. Deputy Chairman, Sir, for giving
me an opportunity to speak on the Post Office Bill, 2023.

Sir, the Post Office Bill, 2023 will abolish the 125 year old Indian Post Office
Act, 1898. By virtue of this Bill, the work of the post office will become easier. The Bill
seeks to modernise the postal services and match them with Digital India. This
includes offering online shopping, e-commerce solution and digital payments. For
this, | would like to congratulate our hon. Minister of Communications, Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw.

Sir, the Bill seeks to utilise the wide network of post offices to provide banking
and insurance services closer to the SC/ST, women and farmers which will boost
rural development. There is a possibility of creation of job through expansion of postal
and financial services especially in rural areas which can contribute to economic
growth and reduce unemployment. According to this Bill, the Central Government will
appoint an officer and if that officer feels that any person is against the security of the
nation or can disturb the peace, then, that officer can stop the person, open his letter
and check it and can confiscate it and such item can be destroyed also. As law and
order is a State subject, the State Governments are empowered to verify these
articles. The Bill will make India's postal services globally competitive and will boost
trade and facilitate international delivery and logistics and also promote financial
inclusion of rural areas which will promote rural development. Sir, there are 2,72,000
Gramin Dak Sevaks in India working in 1,566,000 branches of post offices. The GDS
are also known as Post Masters, Branch Post Masters and Dak Masters in rural
areas. They perform the duty for post office services, like Rural Postal Life Insurance,
P.L.l., India Post Payments Bank, Sukanya Samriddhi Accounts, Mahila Samman
Accounts delivering letters, parcels, articles, collecting and depositing of premiums
regularly. The Gramin Dak Sevaks are also distributing pensions, stipends, wages of
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NREGA, wages of kendu leave pluckers in rural areas. But, Sir, these Gramin Dak
Sevaks are not provided with any Travelling Allowance, Dearness Allowance, House
Rent Allowance, Pensions, Medical Allowance, Education Allowance for their
children, leave benefits like regular employees of postal Department. Sir, the Gramin
Dak Sevaks, those who are working in rural areas, they are doing more than eight
hours duty. In some villages, there is no internet service also. In some parts of
Western Odisha and Southern Odisha, there are no post offices in many big villages
and Panchayats. Also, there is no internet connectivity due to which the post
masters, branch post masters, dak masters, all of them are facing a lot of problems.
Therefore, | request our hon. Minister to conduct a survey in rural areas to provide
better service to farmers and women self-help groups and students living in the
vilages of rural areas and to make provision of internet connectivity and
communication facility. Sir, through you, | draw the kind attention of hon. Minister of
Communications, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw to these issues. | also request that Gramin
Dak Sevaks, post masters or branch post masters should be provided with
departmental status and their service should be regularised.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI NIRANJAN BISHI: Also, they should be provided Group Insurance Scheme
benefit; encashment of unutilized paid leave should be of 180 days; service discharge
benefit scheme should be increased from 3 per cent to 10 per cent. The
recommendations of the Kamlesh Chandra Committee should be implemented in
favour of Gramin Dak Sevaks also. The Committee has observed that the Department
of Posts depends on successful management of Gramin Dak Sevaks. So, the Gramin
Dak Sevaks are the soul of the Postal Department. And, it is difficult to survive
without a soul. Therefore, their demands should be fulfilled.

With these words, | support this Bill on behalf of my party BJD and also on
behalf of my leader, Shri Naveen Patnaik. Thank you very much.

SHRI AYODHYA RAMI REDDY ALLA (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Mr. Deputy
Chairman, Sir, for allowing me to share a few of my thoughts on the proposed
amendments to the Post Office Bill 2023.

Sir, there have not been any amendments to this colonial Act in the past 125
years. | appreciate the introduction of such an essential piece of legislation in
Parliament.
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There are a few positives of this Amendment Bill. This Bill increases the
authority of the Central Government to intervene in such situations involving vital
aspects, such as security, maintaining public order, responding to emergencies, and
ensuring public safety. More specifically, the Bill allows for the interception,
examination, and temporary detention of any item in transit through the postal system
under the aforementioned circumstances. Such a provision can be a game-changer
in terms of countering illicit smuggling and unauthorised transportation of drugs and
contraband products via postal services. Thus, | applaud this positive approach in
addressing the evolving nature of threats and risks associated with the postal
network.

An enhanced pricing flexibility is also being considered in this Bill which is
critical, especially, in the context of increasingly competitive business which lets the
postal services promptly respond to the market’s ever-changing expectations.

Furthermore, the postal service’s independent pricing allows it to stay
adaptable in the face of a changing economic situation. The ability to alter service
charges and pricing structures allows the department to ensure that its services
remain affordable, accessible, and sustainable even when economic conditions
change. In essence, this empowerment aligns with the postal department’s mandate
to deliver to diverse spectrum of citizen-centric services.

Now, | come to generalizing the nomenclature for interception of parcels. In
contrast to the outdated provisions of the existing 1898 Act, the Bill introduces a
significant shift in its approach to the interception of objects within India’s postal
system. The key distinction is in the usage of the terminology where the present Act
explicitly defines seized postal products as those carrying ‘explosive, dangerous,
filthy, noxious, or deleterious substances’, while the new Bill, on the other hand, has
broader and more inclusive phrasing.

Recent data shows an increase in security threats and illegal activities related
to postal system not only in India but also globally. This purposeful change in
terminology serves an important purpose as it broadens the scope of interception
beyond the constraints of specified items, embracing a broader range of potential
security threats and criminal activity involving mail shipments. By taking a more
general stance, the measure recognizes the changing nature of security concerns.

However, there are certain problems pertaining to the Bill and the Indian Postal
Services remain addressed. | would like to highlight a few of them and provide my
suggestions to them.
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The powers relating to intercepting postal articles lack procedural safeguards,
raising concerns about potential violation of individuals’ freedom of speech,
expression, and privacy.

Additionally, the ground of ‘emergency’ as a basis for interception may surpass
reasonable restrictions outlined in the Constitution. The term ‘Emergency’ lacks a
precise definition, providing a broad scope for interception. This goes against the
constitutional principles established by the Supreme Court and requires more clarity.

My next point is about exemption from liability for lapses in services. This also
needs to be looked into.

My next point is about removal of offences and penalties. The absence of
provisions for offences and penalties, as they were removed by the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions) Act, 2023, remains another issue. As per the earlier 1898
Act, various offences committed by the officers of a post office, which included the
illegal opening of postal articles by a postal officer, were punishable. However, now,
such actions would have effectively no consequences. It raises questions about
ensuring the privacy of individuals and may have adverse implications.

Coming to regulation of courier enterprises, although the Bill gives India Post
authority to improve its postal services operations, it is critical to recognize that the
regulatory environment for courier enterprises is still relatively under-developed. This
regulatory void presents a number of significant questions.

As regards the issues faced by the employees of the Department, my other
colleagues have mentioned about that. | want these to be taken note of.

The key issues which affect the functionality of the Indian Postal System also
need to be taken into consideration. For example, the post offices lack necessary
infrastructure to function successfully as points of service and information
transmission. Issues such as intermittent power supply, outdated manual operations
and limited physical accessibility still remain a problem.

The revenue deficit issue also needs to be taken into account. So, while | see
that there are a few issues where we have given suggestions, but we strongly believe
that this Amendment is coming at the right time. The passage of this Bill is an
important step in the restructuring of India’s postal services. By repealing outdated
restrictions,  this Act guarantees that India’s postal industry stays dynamic and
inclusive, successfully adapting to the changing requirements of its varied population.
With this, from the YSR Congress Party, we support this Bill. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Ayodhya Rami Reddyji. Now, Shri A. A.
Rahim.
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SHRI' A.A. RAHIM (Kerala): Sir, | thank you for giving me this opportunity.

| express my deep concerns and critique over Post Office Bill, 2023. My
objections against this Bill are very specific.

Sir, my first point is that this Bill is against the Constitution and breaching the
Fundamental Rights provided by the Constitution. Secondly, this Bill is against the
federal principles. Thirdly, through this Bill, the Government is giving up the liabilities
invested upon them. My fourth and final point is about the concern over the
privatization of the postal services.

Sir, | would like to start from my last point. | am bringing your attention to the
Objects and Reasons of this Bill, which state that this Bill facilitates the evolution of
Postal Services. In the light of this line, through you, | would like to ask the hon.
Minister: What has the Modi Government done for the prosperity of Postal Services?
Sir, | would like to expose that since 2014, not even a single post has been created in
the Postal Services. Also, | would like to remind all of you that as of now, 90,000
posts are lying vacant. s this the evolution and prosperity of the Postal Services? In
this context, | have a deep concern over the privatization of the Postal Department.
It is evident that if you see non-creation of posts or lack of recruitment together, with
the introduction of this, this Bill paves the way for privatization.

Coming to the next point, according to the Clause 10 of this Bill, this Bill has a
significant omission concerning the consequences for officers who misappropriate or
damage postal items, which used to be a punishable offence, but it is not addressed
in the Bill. This oversight will negatively impact the Department’s efficiency and the
integrity of the officers involved, eroding the trust in the services provided.

Sir, my third point is that this Bill is against the federal principles of the
Constitution. Sir, this is the new normal phenomenon of the Man Ki Baat era under
the Modi regime. It is against federalisation. This is the new normal in the Man Ki
Baat era. The Bill removes the authority of the State Governments or their authorized
officers to intercept a shipment, vesting this power entirely on the Union Government
or its designated officers. Sir, this is a direct attack on federal principles.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your time is over.

SHRI A.A. RAHIM: Sir, just one minute.

Sir, | am going to my first and my prime point. According to the existing law,
this Bill is intentionally trying to breach the privacy. As we know that, according to the
Constitution of India, privacy is part of our life. Sir, the privacy is the main thing. Itis a
fundamental right. | would like to add one more thing that the Government is trying to
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change the grounds for interception, the interception of the shipment, and the
Government, according to this Bill, is intentionally trying to breach the privacy.
...(Time bell rings. )...

So, | would like to conclude by saying that we have the right to protect our
privacy, and | am urging this august House to omit the centralization and privatization
tendencies of the Post Office Bill, 2023. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shri Abdul Wahab. Hon. Abdul Wahabji,
not present. Ms. Kavita Patidar.
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R 31 &1 B Rt ARl dh ST Igarl T8 I8 AT &, dicth AR FlddsT,
R AT & A1egH | fhar ST 981 81 39 f9al & A1e0d | U &3 919 by <
Y2 T W Y U fag &SRNGS SR B Ifhdl § SoirhT fhar S ¥el 2
S99 19l < AT A Se 13T A T[S Sax] -39 I B g 811 d ATdhe & 34
A GRS AT Bl &R T BR A

ARG, 34! AT H Uh AT AT 7 el A7 foh 39 faet & ol &t argasdt
R GART 51 H T8I FellIR BR <1 ATe<! g (b 99 [9e1 H YR&fl 98 Je<dqul 51 9
9T & 91eum 9 IR AYHRT BT 1T & T e & 3igx Bls vl ol 7, s
RIS &1 GRET Bl W] 81 bl o, Al AMTDHRIT P UTH Ig Wh B P 98 T yriat
BT G HR G FHT, U U FHIT IR ST W B FH1| I8 fhdl & Urgd<lt iR
YR T8 B, dloth 59 (4T & ATEgH H 39 Q20 I GRET DI JHRId HR BT Y4
BT AT 81 A1 B, PR ST AR fhdl Tt bl AT urd & AT SHh! S
TET W1 715 Bl AT IHH BT ARE BT BIg IRGIHT A &I, Al ST ATBRIT A
HCH fUTT D1 G B, RId 915 HeeH [GHNT B & AR HIRATs D
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AEley, URT 3fhd fId, 2023 # S[HEIN &I €[h fShe SRl B Bl
fereIuTiArepTR T 2 AT 81 S TN, ST IR Bl AT 3R gHqDb! [dshT |
G o A U TIY 81 H AT 9gT H3) Si Bl 9gd-9gd gvgdls ol aredl g
fob fUoer 9 99T § STHER BT AT Al TRBR GIRT TP ST BT AT A SIIBH
P fIHRId T 1T =1 7 R 1 Qar, afew It F 1fdre Rifes dfed ik
=TT AT QAaTg SIfhAl §IRT 3T 4RI & 8R-gR R <1 51 X&l &1 STal 2004
A 2014 TP 660 STHERT DI g5 [HIAT AT AT, g8 Al IRBR §RT 2014 | 2023 TH
5,000 I TTHER Wit BT B fhA1 TI1 81 39 foxiia ad § 5,746 IR T STHER
Wl o B 8, O <97 & ®F-F ¥ S9aE= da Rifes-dfed afdas
AT A U5 dTs oI Ahll

AR FRAHHRT &b &5 H S[hER Yeb HEd YUl YHPI N9 &1 81 A1e g8 "]
AR SIHAT & T8d a1s T8 "gHa1 9gfg A" & @ g a1 Al W
god 93" &1 AT TPl §RT ER-ER B Wlel T WA 81, 37T STHER Afeetrelf o
BTg R RIaIIRET BT Geg R H U Aecaqul AT Y&T $R BT 8l 26 PRIS
I WGl b AT STHER 3H ST & foTg g9 Bl U WRINTHS AT 9 T 81 T8
HY AR AT S & g H s I WD & 31d TI1 BT GRUM gl "STHeR
T 5" 3R "S1d A I H ST &b Pt AT 18 g dRIe SIS ] 2
"$ISTT URE UHT I 7T 4 gul H B 8 DHRIS WK Wil HR JATHT HAT 4 Y6 B
faar 81 39 fauid fUsel TRER gRT @il AT "YRG 72l §6 " high cost of
operation % BRI A 3 AT Wl T&1 It ATl STHER fA89Td, 2023 Y 9gd T
AT © 31k minimum government maximum governance Gl ?jﬁr%ﬁ B BT
TN Bl I8 STHER Pl 3R 3HfF citizen-centric JaTT YSH B & T legal
framework IR XA, §8 X H B9 99 AR ol YA: | AF-1G Je 31 Sl Bl
3R AT #2311, &1 3easil dwrd Sil bl g=idre ol §Y AU+ g1l Pl FHI HRAT g

dgd-dgd gddic|

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Deputy Chairman, Sir, for
giving me the opportunity to speak.

Sir, we must appreciate the hon. Minister of Communications, Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw, for introducing this Bill. This Bill is a step towards achieving the three
pillars of a good postal service -- reliability, reach and relevance. However, | have
three suggestions to make to the hon. Minister. First, rethink pricing to increase
profitability. Over the last decade, the losses incurred by the postal service have
increased by, at least, nine times. The postal rates must be reconsidered to ensure
that the subsidies meant for the poor do not go to the rich. This causes a huge
financial deficit. You must ensure that the subsidies that you are offering insofar as
postal services are concerned do not go to the rich and the postal service gets into
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profiteering. Then, the pricing structure has to be rethought. We must think about
differential pricing. There is uniform pricing now. There must be differential pricing
based on the location. Postal offices located in rural areas must be priced differently
from those located in urban areas. Only those post offices that are located in rural
areas and in economically weaker regions must be given subsidy. This would improve
the profitability. The next point is digitization of services. The Government must try to
replace as many traditional services offered through digital solutions as possible. For
example, mobile transfer can replace money orders and small savings activities can
be redirected to the payment banks. Computers must be provided to all the post
offices and centralized software provided throughout the country for postal, banking,
insurance and retail services in the post offices, which will facilitate insurance of train
reservations, tickets, Aadhaar enrolment, updation of services, etc. All these things
will improve profitability and also the quality of services to the rural people. The third
suggestion which | would like to make to the hon. Minister is about providing payment
banks and financial services in rural areas. The conception of post office payment
banks is a sound step and must be expanded through the training of the existing staff
to self-financial products like insurance, mutual funds, etc., in the rural areas. This
proves our commitment to sustainable financial inclusion and citizen empowerment.
Post Offices can be integrated with e-NAM, that is, e-National Agriculture Market
initiatives where terminals can be kept in these offices for use by the farmers. This is
a very important suggestion. Further, dak sevaks can also be used to form a link with
e-NAM markets as they have direct interface. These dak sevaks have direct interface
with farmers and can be given the responsibility of spreading awareness as well as
being the link with the market prices. With these suggestions, we support the Bill and
commend the Bill. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Vijayasai Reddyji. Now, Kanakamedala
Ravindra Kumaryi.

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (Dr. Sasmit Patra) in the Chair.]

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, | am very
thankful for giving me this opportunity to participate in the discussion. At the outset, |
extend my support and welcome the Bill. This Bill intends to replace the Indian Post
Office Act passed in the year 1898. Clause 16(1) of the Bill provides for repealing the
earlier Act. Over a period of time, Post Offices across the country are providing a
variety of services. People approach Post Offices for making Aadhaar cards. Post

89



90

[RAJYA SABHA]

Offices are extending financial services. ATMs are also being operated by the Post
Offices nowadays. The earlier Act mainly deals with mail services provided by the
Post Offices. In the modern world, the mail services are replaced by e-mail services.
Post cards are rarely used. Telegram service has been wound up by the Government.
Nowadays, only the Government offices and its attached organisations are using it for
communications, official intimations, decisions, orders, etc. Under these
circumstances, with the necessity to use appropriately the existing human resources
with the Postal Department, the Government has brought this comprehensive Bill. |
welcome and support it. Though | welcome and support the Bill, | have concerns
which | hope the hon. Minister, who is an able administrator, will take into
consideration and resolve them.

Clause 3(1) says that the services to be rendered by the Post Office will be
decided by the Central Government. This clause gives sweeping power to the Central
Government. In view of the federal structure, this type of trend has to be checked
out. Clause 9(1) empowers the officer of the Central Government to intercept, open
or detain any item or deliver item to customs authority. Such power will hamper the
administration and will lead to misuse of power and also the privacy of the public. So,
this clause needs a relook. The Bill aims at revamping the entire postal system. All
the necessary arrangements that are proposed have to be kept in the Bill itself instead
of making rules in this regard by the Executive.

| earnestly appeal the Government to consider the above suggestions, take
appropriate decision and make necessary amendments. With these vital submissions,
| extend my support and gratitude for giving me this opportunity. Thank you.

it eI farst (IRRI) « AT SYFHIRT 78Iey, 31 Sl fde o 141 &,
SAD! 954 SATGT LDl ATl AR GeT F31 i AT ydeiah &l Ueb I 4, Habel
ATl A ST BT TS §Y Y, F7 Brgi # {6l Wb b1 qReci= T8l gaim o1, Jgay
I DI H URETT R DI el Tg o7 FHT 41 2 3iR dAieh 997 41 51 50 THR 4,
9 91 1 AT &1 372ae] SIf ofhR MY 81 37l HAR Bl 31 8 - Sl &
fafreas, a1 3 Saamlt & fRafecis 8M & WU-J1 vod &, URe Sfifhd & 3iR
gAY & W) Fifdhcdsd a9 ¢ &, I U1 dfedn el ddr g &1 $9d fofg d
P! Igd-9gd gIdIs adl gl

H2Ied, 39 9 # g9 S 984 31<8! 91 2, S9d IR H I/ I B
WA $WT 4 A1 I8 $al A1 & ‘grgavdf g7 g’ 3iiq, IR auf o 39 g g,
oifeeet w1 S 31 weT 8- Frgurffa gar gE' iiq, w9 gfe § R ki € - 1@
TR, U AfEel, T a1 3R e a1 S9! A IR Sl 8 iR I8 f[9e 37 Rl
ST 1 8¢9 B dTell 2
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AT SUGHIIE Helad, H SSTER0 & [l I8 el dred § fo ufue &
AT Gl - 59 a9 &) hadl Ush d1d Bl A== B, ST fh AR 9 3R 10 &
IRFT TPE R B P ST B 3T IR R 22 Tg ITgd<) TR gHell 2
S O3 H YISl §, WX 39 Q9 DI GReWT Bl 41 919 21 A 98 IR ST &, o
RIS §9 9! ST 9 3R SHTE-SITE UR §91 & &9¥Tdh 8ld U1 33 <91 § 319 e H 991
& TP BH 4 81 T §, U H GHIBT BIHT1 9 81 7T 8, 1 31T 9T 81 &1, 349
BTH b [T GRET DI JMTLIDHAT & AR IFD! Yl & o1y 59 fde1 H graegr fpar
2l

AT SUAYTEe] HEIed, ST SI--89 W Wlel 7T o dF dal -7 o7 fob {947
3B Ad-THS U W Gldl 91 38 8, S99 Hal | U9 M? 3771 39 @il H fva
JYY ST & 7Y 37T 71id BT 7RG 3MEH! U< 3iffhsd & Afdy §& # S 7997
GTT Wiel Fhdl © AR T8 IT B R Fohdl 81 STD Ugal dl S Uk AThd
AfGAST Bl B §€ B BT A9 g7 for1 o1, 9 9N b §€ dA a7 e A1 S
HT AU Bl T3 AV, IH AT DI ST & SHR SHDh! 431 TRy &1 717 3,
IqD! TR (AT T 51 SHBT IREhd B & ot 81 I 9t 81 #e8Ied, 3494 16
ITaeT 6T Y &1 597 ARE 31U J8T AT H 16 3R I 914 B T8 &, 4T a¥8 16
Gl & 1 I ATHE & 3R a1 51 32 §1 I§ SR B & Sl {9 &, 98
AP R A W gadi el H sy 4R did 81 §, Rl 399 U8l I8 Dol T
feh T8l YR YA DI HA bR ST AT EAR I8 TR 'HYor ... " TIT ST 1
PV VBRI Hav AT &, A% 9% A7 &1’ §9 a8 | ol T Siwehl o, R &
T MY S A1 U8l T81 b Bel STl A1 {5 "fer g7 4orl & @d H, Fer 78] 47
faer 8", <ifth o1g A1 Xad ST & 81! A <IN Ps IR Il BRd & (& A8d, 399
Urgad) e BT ST 31 SHAT T ST & 3IR T SHA-3Hd B I8d &, JIol
ST BRA 8, BI-2cll B ¥&d 8, S99 [hddh! UTsd¥l WcH 81 V81 82 39 UNhR
P 3 & 915 SN TP IR I AN BT ISR ST 77T €, 5,000 I 7,000 Y IRT
3iTfh¥T @Tel TV &1 ¥R, S 3iex Ul §91¢ ST B 81 U8l Mid § RIS 99
BT DI AT AT? U8t I BIdT AT fob IS g9 & foTU 28x § ST g+
SRTSN, THd &) RIBIRTT BRISN, THUAT &1 RIBIRTT BRISN, SI-T ATcd BRIl
A, 3AH U AN [AHid & FHRIT g1 59 DI MMEH! AR ER BT FHAT
P 3R AR ITB! Tl S7h RIATH 31V, Tl 98 98 ST 8 AR 9 94 & 915 I8
qieTdr & - ol fSUt! 319 fhd U= =l 81 X8I 87 I8 941 U< 3iifthd & 9 R &l
Rl 81 Pl g &1 SId1 o Sl YBR {61 &, S99 fager 81 11 8 3k 39
fol & BRI d 59 YbR Bl YT BT TR BRd &, S SfId Tl &l

SUHHIEIE WEIGY, H AU I8 PHel dIed § [P ARPR $dd I U ([
A TET TS B, Sfewp et 9 e Rt ot off ==t o) 1, o wet ghag fpy T El
S AR BT H GG 81 g1 59 [42ary S Rl T &, 4 43 Srgai |
Fened fhu T €1 IR ST SMURTfEd ol & UTde™ o, d ¥ fhTl Ease of doing
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business on ease of living life, s?Tclﬁ PR B ﬁvl'Q Y AR B %({ g IR
FYRATTBRI B 2 AR A7 Alal i JIURETD & W9 H &, $AelY Fa- 5 a1
o1 el ® fop 339 ue ofifted f9at & #1ew & 89 iddare & R o= @ 91a
S, TG H ITFUIC I 0, IHBT AR BT 3R 91 H Gl Gl MG, IHDBT AT
S| ATST IMTE] | QYIS 81 X811 AR H31 Sif 1 &g AR AR 91V b 31 Wi
& 3D MG W YIS 3T o AT F 40 <20 Bl i fBar S ¥a1 21 gaforg §
FHSIT § o |9 AFIAIRA & A1 3N Bl J1di DI &1 § 7@ HR 9gd &) Alerd
ferres ST 1 81 SOl 91 I8 1 31TST BIRIR AMAST &, AT By AN ol b
HRBRT BT <MY, <ifchT 39 <RIV fob erd 3 fhaT GaR gail 2, Yot & Hrsaer
# ST UTgde RNGRI 961 A1 Yold BT fha+1 R gaTl 7, UR< 3iifthd # fora+ gar
T3 2, ST arsll H fHaT GUR §3N 81 $9 IR & oY AT BIRIR FIAST 8,
DHINIR FIAST A 9 Igd IS1 B BIAT 2, SAGY I8 Sl [IIR BT HMH 8, SHD]
o 59 WReR 1 forar 81 wife ool o TReR off 7 <ffe died off fo I8 e
I B3AT B, SHH 3 STHSHE R Gl T8 TRBR [JeIDh] bl Y THY H bR 31T &
21 3ITST DI JATITIDBT b AR, AT b FHY b AR, WK P Ig<d g WHY AR
TR BT T DI JAIIHAT Dl &1 § gD I [Tl oIy 71 8, it § a1y
3 7B Dl Wl 39 [t & oIy g=are odl g1 A1 SUAHTEIE Helqd, TSR
H 11 B9IR 9 7fd G 3R 44 BWIR A H i &, S WAl IPb Pls §b ol Tal
TEd Fehell, olfchT UIC 311 Ig-31d T Ugdl & AR I9 YIS 3Mhd H g Bl
3JTEHT AT AT &6 BT THTS<T WIAHR, U1 IRAUIC FHIHR, YT SAT ADY
31U URAUIC R+ BT BTH DR Aehdll &l I8 Uh dgd Mol [A8ga 2| H 59 [9agsH
D1 FHLT DT G 3R AT HAl HEIGY Pl g5 -Igd g=Idre ol gl

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. SASMIT PATRA): Now, Shri Abdul Wahab.

SHRI ABDUL WAHAB (Kerala): Sir, | thank you for giving me the opportunity to
speak. As | was attending a Parliamentary Committee meeting, | got late and | am
sorry for that. Sometimes, problem comes when the Committee meeting is at the
same time.

Anyway, Sir, | stand here to oppose the Bill. After a long time, a much-
needed Bill came but there is a provision in the Bill which allows employees to open
postal parcels in the interest of national security. People will love to go to other
agencies because | am sure that they will open the same, and, whether it is the issue
of security or no security, it will become a practice. There is a provision which says
that the Post Office and officers of the Post Office shall be exempt from any liability by
reason of any loss, mis-delivery, delay or damage in course of any service provided
by the Post Office. How can be it left completely open? Some restrictions should be
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there. As far as flexibility to fix prices to compete with the fiercely competitive industry
is concerned, definitely, courier service is a competitive service. It is not a business
for the Government. It should be for the benefit of public. In the name of
competition, they cannot fix prices. Indian Postal Service is known for its service and
it should continue to do that. The reason why | am opposing this Bill is that there is
no privacy in the letters and parcels sent by the clients, there is no consequence of
unauthorised opening of postal articles, there is no liability of postal officers in case of
loss and that the charges for postal services may become unaffordable for the
common people. Due to these reasons, | oppose the Bill. Thank you.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, the intent of this Bill ought to have been the
strengthening of the network of the postal services framework in India to make it more
robust, modernised and speedier. But the legislative intent of the Bill does not seem
to be anywhere near these objectives. It is like trying to fit a giraffe into a mailbox. It
aligns more with the plan to turn us into the most surveilled nation. In the current
scenario, in India, there has been an erosion of trust in almost all Government-
provided services. The diminution of this trust has lead to more inclination towards
private services. Sir, the proposed Bill should not solely focus on transforming post
offices into financially viable entities, but it should also emphasize the need for
operational efficiency. It is important to position them as the preferred choice of the
public. WX, 31§ STHMT ol AT 81 Y g-1291H faret St 3 el {& o9 g9R =
BRI b AIEH W IB(-d8f T8I I ol sl mierd =1 4 o QAT &1 a1d Hel o -

H SITe § Sl @l fered ¥ Srare H1"

TR, IE SN -4t TR oY, 98 o TRl ©, diifd ST oS 81 I 81 319
Sta= R o™ 81 T 7, URed Afdast & ot Sa+r g1 e 191 8
Private courier services &1 TS &1 3 HRAT BT Sir, private services, by the way,
have not been brought within the purview of this Act, and | wonder why! My point

number one is, why do we need these services? | think the Department has to make
proper utilisation of the growing needs of digital banking services. That is why this
has come in. But we still have to talk a lot about infrastructure, how to modernise this
infrastructure. Nothing like this has been mentioned in the Bill. Then, why is the
burden of pricing being shifted entirely to the Postal Department? Do we have any
ceiling on this? The Bill specifies no mechanism on how the prices are going to be
regulated by the Department. Our focus ought to be on improving services for the
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public and not making money. Sir, the Act exempts the government from any liability
related to theft, misappropriation, etc., which has been expressed by many of us.
Officers are also exempt from all liabilities. In fact, the Jan Vishwash Amendment
Provisions Act, 2023...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. SASMIT PATRA): Hon. Member, please conclude.
Take 30 seconds and conclude.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN: Alright, Sir. So, what | want to say is that officers have got an
immunity shield. They may indulge in corrupt practices through it, and we are left with
our privacy like dancing in the monsoon rain without an umbrella. So, | think, it is
important that we are concerned about privacy. Security concerns are all right, but
we cannot undermine the need for privacy. Thank you, Sir.

Y <rer e R (Fafe®) : Suvwmeer S, o 731 39 fd R aiem & forg
T, S o1y § et g=aarg a1 g1 H a1t &1 ot omwR) § b S8 g9 g4
UR qlef D1 AR [Tl AR, H I8 9l <@ & 1 W1 125 g9 QR DIl Dl TEADR
T BT Y ST e 81 3AToT § 3Texofiy ger F=i) A1l i 61 9l R <h Bl
TEd g, AT AT el § fob qve b Fwe1 auf 9 g9 el 4 91 g8 2
35T IHB! IBI FaIY TG Y IHB! MYFHIBIV TR o MY &l IFDBT § Th
ISTERY Th) AT ATSdT §1 8-, H 50-55 aul ¥ 3775.1. R4St 7o # X8 Vel §
3R 315, 1. RISt ST A AT §, ST < 1 3.1 BT IS P WY H ST STl
g 3fIR information technology & %4 H BHIRT WEX I8 IR 9¢ bl 8l oAfh 3R]
YT ITSRAT &b M9 3 G 5 AR I W9 J 59 T § Uia-88 99 B AT, § 0
8T § R8Tl U B H Udb dR ST AT Bail Al 3R g8 YR g & oy Yeb
ATgHelrs ATl ST ga- FAMN BId o 1 Ta | S AT ue-for 781 9, 9 Il
gt uga FATT Sl A1 I FART I T AT TR T IR e 9 1 g5 @
3R I IG-7d B! ATSHeAST 81 H31 S8 & Sl AR &, H FHASIA § 1% I $9 914 B!
S 8111 e 91 SR ST =g ATST S §HRT IR 9107 8211 2, 11T H 59
He H 59 998 9 UgdT § - BN 99U H Sl 84 dlfecd Hadl o1, 991 318 ¢ {6
TREYR H S SART GRAT 2 - AT U, G871 | HeAT07 14 b YD1 AT Bl 2
EAR TSl S9S Fraffia uree A1 g9 FE g8 DTl Uil SHR R 31T HRedl
oY 3R &H I9IUT H S U1 bl Ugd A1 YR 99 A S+ b1 8HR UK Blg 3R AIhT
TET AT TH I BT YD 4 81 Ugl [ ARYeTg H Koot ipayd 1 & dis
eficiief 2, A1 &H IR <1 9 S[S BT STawR FYerdT o7 3R St 7 @ u=-uf®Tg Sircht
off, I STk A AT Bl off | forg) ormelt off 3R Sy "sifohan 1 o' 8nfe a1d de
g, 39 919 B {1 98 I1Ha fhar 81 W) ST R Hig-hd I B Sff &
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ofl fISHTIIH MMYFDHIHR B IS8 W, TGl §s ATl DI aofg | BH eI T
% I8 wel fIqw =1 81 91, S S AT DI MUY T #1 S -1 U =791 ©
o7 SgP F1Y B T BRIBATI] Bl StreT T, NTIwT 9019 AR et it 3R
AR 3= AT 7 Y fpa 81 =me a8 urquie 81, fefres Ui &1, Jfdw d & ar
SR &I, Wl s did bl deil Bl URe Fhd I STeT T 9 T 811 b
SG-Q1 9¥ Ugel O QN ST P YIRCHT DI AR MRV UG AT Al it « Igie
T o1, ST e = o1, H 9 I9 BRiH | HIS[S ATl 99 SN & Sl 8N
URCHA 31T o1, &4 RIfgal ugas GAd 91, SH®T GOvT WU &4 ow &l fyelr g1 &l
f&T Ugel 519 § IS o1 IET o1, § 39 WX & I1ER Wl AT, 79 (S WPhel W Uh
qIfeTenT 3s| g8 Uiell S9 4 oY, O #4 &8l [Hh 98 DI 27 98 oI Bl (5! a1 375
oAl IHH A TR &b qTER ¥Ppe! Wl DIl ASAR Dbl 3R FTTepT W g1 ISR el
2, B9 S9d Aiel B '3 e, 91 uenel' & vy § g9+ I il A < © b
3MexOfT TRvg AT STt BY ded=T oY, RTad! aore W S8iv UR< 3ifthd &1 Wl Bl
I AT ST & 3MR MMYFDHIBRIT & WU H HH 3MST AG] HHATRI] BT YreeHT
foram 3ot Uik 3T & g8o-Usd fawrs < &1 81 3mexofiy uge d3) #idt it &t
U1 39 3 &RIER Bl Y YT & A1 SIS DI SHT Hod ¥l ol BRI B RIET
DI B ST BY MYFTHAT &b 1T SIISHY IHD] 39 h [y B ITINT T 1Y,
g fIT B9 SMeRoig uere #3it Si &1 X818l

STl Sff, §9 s9R! IR I <91 81 MO 3red=il I™7g Sft FoiiT |
W TSN & el & T & B, BTcAife T S9! NS &1 ot F9sa 8, oifdd
IAHT SN FTelT 7, 98 TR IS & Tid H 21 H9 I8 W1 & 3R 89 I8l 4l eS| fhar
2, U vy g9 ST H =l § A 31T § - S8 984 Hed IR fORdR ¥ 59T
T YT ©, Iddhdl 9 &9 9T 8, gy o1 &9 @1 © 3R uRe 3i1fhg &
JIHRT BT &I G © b STBT B I TSI SV 31 59 G H uardett v
Cill

314 P AN Bl qIdI-q1d H SAROI] el 8 b SARSIT | &1 8111 gARSidl
H FAT-9RT TE1 gaTT! B fISRRH W8 Wi 90 §, 36! Udl & b Fa1-1 A8
TN 3R fr-forss 1 1 fvam 21 I9H *nfadhdt 356 HT1 W1 Uaem™ 7, dfd gR
3SRV HIGT ST F S aul § g AN Bl 7 B §Y, TSI A fob BIU 1 AT B Y
fh IR I § ISR T SIRIT 1Y, hs-dbs SHIEl I #F 341, offhd 8AR
3SRV Fer HAT Sl 1 HIRCSA BT &9 @ gY, 3MoTal $l &1 & g,
fdfl WY TS SR BN & d1a(e Ueb o Al snfcdhdt 356 T8I ST 3R WA
Tl BT T g IR IRT 356 BT TN {HAT 21 AT J8T IR WA A1ed 78 ol §
FHSI g fob 31T 1 Ih] IST IR BIAT AR AT, WAfh1 I &1 &1 IBI- g IR YR
356 BT ITANT b, fa1 BRI & 5T | ...(aALH)... FR-SIA I Tl I8l 2,
SDT SAT fSUH H 3 Bl STxd 7Tl 81 Tl § SH] Bi=ATeied < foam am
& g8 SHRI TTefadl & el 81 39 I8 WAl & a8l R Sl YR we JeT o,
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B BRI I&1 Bl TRBR Bl ST TST| T81 TR I8 Dl 70! oiid T8l §, I8 STdb!
BR Bl ...(aET)... Krarl Sit, 3179 3 gfey, 3y qrci & srezef af+ql § wHeen g fo
319 ~Igf<d ¥ MR SITaT WIS 3Te|

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. SASMIT PATRA): No cross talk please. Please address
the Chair.

7 e g RRn : IR, | I8 &1 =18 R8T § & a1l 1 Jwrg it & g 9
954 IR ¥ 9 914 &1 &1 W1 © 3R H A B IR AT A8l g 1 54
e & T UifasT # At & ATHRI BT 849 81 8RN I§ VDR 98d SHAMGR
ARHR 2l T8 DR HHI Y STABRI BT GOUIRT Tl BT dTefl 21 39 39 a1 IR
forear IRITI MUBT IR BT TG H {71 fowdT 8, STHBT Bl AT 89N UTT T8
21 3MMYh T8H BT Sellol ol ATH-8hIF b grd 9t 81 B 3T I 989 Bl 9 HRU|
R i erfefe S 9l U 81 @ IR-9R WER-STER X I8 9| 377 319 Al oiex
ST G DI Y <2 H Igd ST8x el Fob A1 IHD! 4l -Gid FHD! S ay 8
Y &, 31T 319 I8 STEX hof™T §& PINY| 3T SAIfadre &1, &=die ®f, YEHR Bl
STex PholMT 9 HINTTI MY $9 ST8X Bl 379+ I IRIT| MY B A HH S9! de H
ar g1 Herrd| 3y b STex &1 91d SR I 87 .(AQHH)... 519 § 5-7 9T, 10 A1
&1 A7, I9 {4 oot asd, UellcilefH &1 M TSRAT & U 19 H g1 A1 I8
fhaa! goTs I o1, I8 S AT B goTs I G1l S b JcATdl AR I Bl Blg
ATSH TS el oY, I G [H4! il H RIS el 8l AdbdT AT 8H 39 SHH
Y MY U &1 39 SIdh AT Pl AGRVG T HAT Sl 71 3197 FOTS IJcd o ST
MY THIHUT R b T BR-ER H Yeifeld [T §1 IR M9 I dief Bl 99y <, 1 §
ggd 1 Hard R Gepar g1 § g1 =medi g b g94RI WRPR | B DIl Dl oo
forar &, ST o 314l 89 91T STl 91 Y2 1 H IRI 91d] &7 f57eh faRaR | =T&f
HRAT AT §, olich PO dIdl Bl Iooitd SR HRAT AT §6 FHI I AT A
S |AT¢ T TE! §, 8F 99 AT &R H I8 §, olfh il MGH! g H I8 &, 98
ST Y $9P R Sff YET Bl 59 U AT Bl G¥AT Bl g5 §91U G & URe
31Tt T IS T GOUANT T B | BN [ M St 317 T 21 § Nfee Sif b1
fTeh R BT AT| M Si 7 #_T HIGT13AT DI BT AT, R FHI DI G1d Hal, HIa
D1 Il el A e SiY, 37y A1 AR 3 81 H D1 8 IATaR BRal § AR 39 Al
e HAl R AT Sfl BT AR DR ©, I8 I1d Gl Ao &1 cifh I STex, e}
PHEAT §¢ B SIIU| S8R ST §& HR IfoIY, STEX M9 3iex H §, SHd! 317
ST, offch ST8x A HlfeTy| 3ITST <=1 H ST 38T dIdrar vl 2, 31T IN faed H g4I
WIRT BI U2 81 I8! 21 H g vl A Herar g, § SAMaR 9 &8 8l §, 3o § 59
e W TS Bl B Y81 § AR H PIg Teld d1d 6] Hel arsdl gl d gaHar! 4
Jg 91l &g Y8l § [ favg § AR <2 ) 9issT a¢l 81 3111 i1 9 R4 31 frerd
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&, Sl GTRaMSS g1 fiTefd 8, 9 AWl §9 91d & WhR Hd ¢ {3 1ot e 3§ gar
IR & TRIST 9¢1 71 919 YR7 {9 §RT T &R 38T 8, 919 I3 -9S ITS1ede AN
HIGT Sl & TR1 B BT YA B ©, T FHI H MY A1 ORI & o, A 9 HH A
HH 9 91 D1 & 3 o AR ST fohasT FU01 WIa § <91 1 HaT B I8 & 3IR 3
IR-gR STER ! a1 B &l Niee AT8q, H 3TUahT 73 § 371R ATYH1 Well =rsdl g

it wifepRre Miger : 7 ot [ St &1 Helt A8 €
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. SASMIT PATRA): Hon. Members, please.

it e e RARTa : W), 3 R 9T 9 SIS R § SR S0 11 Rl § 3 3
Ul IgAC 9 S99 19l DI U B3| I8 984 370 [9e1 31T 21 39 e UR 1f¥ramrRai 4
HTH] ST B &, TG IO i 7 BIb! HeTd DI & 3R JGT H3A1 Sff 7 pered Aqged
f&ar 2, safery 59 fda &1 J1eR &vd §Y, 9 f9a &) o & 31k I8 #-7 e Bl
§ EAR ST A3 BT T BT ST & oy gers A odT § 1 3d 81 uR Sfid &1 H
FIGwRH AT8d BT ATER BT § 3R MMUh! W g6Ts ol g1 § Aredr § b 39 el
AT H AU IS S BN | 37T 31T 55 W 70-80 b Ugd o, olfch 3117 o1 e A
g STER =lel B g1 DR o, (o7 R8I [qaeTedr] 9 &R 8, SHY Bl A 55
27 UR 7 30 Y AT ST BT NG HAT WRIY 3R a1 =1 < oty faan g,
I TR BTG 3T S P JET HAT BT ATGR BN AR <2 H I 3BT AATaR0]
I §AT &, I STEX I I 7 BN | Al d, D] Igd-agd g-Iaia |

DR. M. THAMBIDURAI (Tamil Nadu): Sir, thank you very much for giving me this
opportunity to participate in the discussion on the Bill brought by the hon. Minister
regarding the Postal Services Act. Many hon. Members spoke about the history of
the postal system, how it developed in India from 1766 onwards when the East India
Company started that and afterwards, how the Act came in 1854 and then after
Independence how it served the Indian people. This is a very important service which
is required especially for the rural people. In the modern days, we have so many
systems for delivering our goods or letters and everything. At the same time, in rural
areas, we depend on the postal department. Without that, we cannot do it. The
postal department, according to the Minister, is not only serving the delivery of letters
but also implementing the hon. Prime Minister's programmes giving help to the poor
people, bank accounts and everything. In the financial transactions also, they are
going to do their service. It is very essential. Therefore, even though so many private
people have come into the courier service, still we are proud of the postal department
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serving the common man especially, not only delivering letters as | said, but other
activities also which they do.

| want to make one important suggestion to the hon. Minister. Most of the
post offices still have old buildings. They are not at all fit enough. Hon. Minister, Sir, |
want to make an important suggestion especially regarding the buildings. Post
offices still have old buildings which are not at all in a good condition. We have to see
in the modern days, how we can develop our system. We need a good atmosphere
and the offices must be in a proper condition which they are not having. Secondly, in
the rural areas, we have to give employment opportunities for those people through
the postal department. That has to be taken seriously. Because of the courier
system what is happening? They are the competitors. The postal department would
lose the income. But if you modernize and make a quick delivery system, it would be
more profitable. Take for example, the Speed Post. It is not a Speed Post. Even if
you take Speed Post, it takes one week or ten days. That is happening there.
Therefore, these are the issues which the people are facing. You have so many legal
luminaries there. Postal department sends letters or confidential things in our legal
system also. That authenticates whatever letters are sent. Secondly, regarding
privacy, whatever he said about the interception of postal things for some kind of
emergency or security thing, that may be there. | accept that and there may be fact in
that also; but, at the same time, you have to maintain the confidentiality also because
one person is writing a letter and you cannot intercept such kind of letters. There may
be so many things but you are exposing his views to others. Using the emergency
thing, you cannot intercept that. It is not fair. That is one important point which | am
telling. Therefore, | would request our hon. Minister once again and | do not want to
take much of time. The postal department is a great institution and India has good
prestige. During earlier Prime Ministers' period also, so many reforms took place. |
appreciate that. At the same time, | would request the hon. Minister to see that they
give employment opportunities to the people in rural areas to serve there and also
modernize their buildings and offices. These are the things which | am expressing. |
am speaking on behalf of the A.l.A.D.M.K. Party. Thank you, Sir.

4.00 P. M.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P. (Kerala): Sir, | am so delighted on reading the name of
this Bill, that is, The Post Office Bill, 2023. The hon. Minister did not attempt to
change the name into Hindi. He could have done it like the Gati Shakti Vidyalaya or
the Nyaya Sanhita. | am very thankful to him for retaining this English name which is
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understandable to each and every Indian. Now, let me add a few more points. All
initiatives to modernize the post office system, which is the largest in the world, are
welcome, no doubt at all. But, we are not in a position to support this Bill in the
existing form, especially, with the provisions of Clause 9 and its sub-clauses. This
Clause 9 and its sub-clauses will turn our post office into Pegasus offices. That is the
most important point which | would like to raise. Why do you link each and every
aspect of life, each and every institution, with the security of the nation? The interest
of security of the nation is a concept which can be misused. The Government have
mis-used it many times. Please leave these poor post offices from the scope of
operation of this concept. | would like to request the Minister to delete this particular
provision. Secondly, to modernize the post office system, the postal system, we
have to think of the unused postal land also. This Department is having acres of land
in various parts of the country. If | say, for example, in Cochin, they have more than
one acre of land which is unused. There must be provisions and plans to make use of
this unused postal land. Thirdly, what about the private players in this field? The India
Post is having just 15 percentage of this business in this area. The remaining 85
percentage is in the hands of private players. Do you have anything to control these
private players? If you are going to implement this Clause 9, then secrecy has no
value and privacy has no value. Then, obviously, these customers will go towards
private players. There must be something to control the private players also. Even
though, we are in favour of modernizing our postal system, this network, we have to
take into account all these concerns. As far as the postal workers are concerned,
hundreds of posts are still vacant. You have to take steps to fill up these vacancies as
early as possible. Moreover, the wages of these grass-root level workers must be
enhanced. These are the points which | would like to raise and | hope the Minister will
take care of these things. Thank you, Sir.

ST I UG i (FBRT) : SUGHIEE ARG, AR & JeH J3l, TN
Al ST A Sl U 3es] B 6T 8, IHH I8 Hew@qul & & Sl YTt &1 /iy
off, I/ I8 YR YA BT ARSI I8l BT M (AT &, 98 I8 3 Bl 8,
GHTY T G- ST D1 T AT 81 AT 1898 H F1AT B3 ...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. SASMIT PATRA): Microphone, please.

ST .31eT @SR 1S : A7 1898 H 91T 3l SFSTT URe <Hifth¥ vae &1, Alal Sff
DI 1898 DI I ETHI BT AFIDHT ¥ FbTel B TIT SIS U AT fdet, 2023
RIS
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ARIGY, URT TR SIa &7 U A 377 B| gTailfe anfl |icavy 8, SHd &,
% g, 9 @9 €, ofhd 9 A & forg, Wfa & ot & o, et & o,
fereni¥ral & forg aiiR Afgerall & fofg URe &1 984 &1 Iead 81 <ifdh 39! Ul 8
o 2004 I 2014 TP 600 STHER g5 HX AT MU, I STHER BT g5 B Bl UfhAT
g% B T8 Tl 2014 ¥ 2023 T 5,000 T S[HER Y Bl Y, AT 59 S[HER DI
QTSI S BT BT HI1I T |30 X% Are] Sff & H1egq 9 gar 21 34 fa<ir ay
H IR HIfde H31, 12T+ TG ST & HATETH W AR 5,746 STHER Wiel O I8 &1 379
& 5,746 3R U8 g4 U 5,000 - T S STHER| § TRIGI & ASDI DI, TSBAl DI
1t firelt 2, ISTTR el 31 I8 9a9 A8yl 91d B STHER & &M e fafgar
UEAI, U Y5 ATl 81 T8l 8, SEH 100 3 g VS &R a1 T 2| Ja¥ sice
a1 § g A g o Se i g S @t 181 98 9e9 Ayl 99 71 gR
gerd #AT St Afgerell & fofg, g9t 91q ot & fofg, IR oifth & oy S9!
STANHR T BT TRET &, D! IHAGRET DI TRET &, SAD] AT ST Bl
TRET 81 379 SHH SIHER 9 J8H YWD AT 2, d1 SHBT WG HRAT 13Tl
"I s, 9T gl AN b A g HAT Si g1 gl Ao
AV el 8 goic | oMU Az I 94 95" I1 ST §RT BR-8R SIThx Wl
T QT Afeet13ii Bl BreRre IR T 8 81 59 fad) ¥ =fh &1 Bre-rad
R RET firerch) 7, a1 BT JITHAF 19+ 1Y gl 21 3TST AR i1 Ioal §
IR ST U&= Sl fIsTa g1l b1, SAH a9 981 /el AR 2k Bl 51 A IR
HRA H qRT ARY 21fh &7 WRIAT RS 3fR Ryth g w31 = AIG] Sff & SR 21 I8
3tV © T 8% afee &I, fraew! T9=i Sirar o {6 a8 gd) §, 16l §, S9d] Il
T BT HTH AT 21 T sHIce diol dl 44 7eg U<l § ST <l # 981 g1a &
TR ¥ T Ug VT BT o b gads Afde &1 dietar o1 {6 81 &1 99 g9 I
IfeT, Afh a8l uR df 39 @1 fob Afgen 7 S arar, 9¢ bl 9t 9o fh 3R ged
ST 8, 1 DH &b Pl B &1 T &, 3T sSSPl W IHH AR T fb ox
T 8, WHET QT 8, Al HHA BT &1 g ST TS| dl AR 2RE 61 I§ IS Sl 8
B 2, T8 U 93T R~ el S gRT &1 s Brs+13rad RIRnREt & q1ead o 81 38!
2l

IYFHTETe] HaIGd, Udh e s¥lcc 91d Ig & [ 3IRS! uiRe 3fffthd & AreH
J BT 81 3RS! ol YR 8% A8 BR-8R SR JIRS! & A1 | U4 STHT Bl
g, 200 B9, 500 T AT 1,000 T STHT BT © 3R SAH 91 I8 U1 Hifdse Hs AT
THUE 9 547 fhar SIar 81 SfeT URe UHe 96 5 4 991 H 8 IS W Wil B
TATHT HHMT Yo B [T I SHST BRIGT [Hda! 8l § - TRd Bl BT g,
faregedt ST Bl BIAT 81 SHDT BIRIST Bls S8 dToll A8l of Y81 §, SHBI BIRIST
PIs TST ATBRT 81 o BT 8, Ifeh S Fad 1 UTSS ofddl UR I8+ dTell IS 8,
D! g 3fifthd & d1egd | e 81 Y81 81 U8 SIdeR & Ay Rfes
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Hfod 21 791 Ud s 81 & 1 MRTac el § g TR § ST &1 |iMrd e
3TARTaCH 7ot § STaTg R 61 YRAT 8, STel S[-Siius! &1 YRAT 2, 981 IR STHER
WIS AT HY STHER U8 9999 § Ul <xg7 71 STHER VT Y& o7 b 3feR o o
STHER TAdT AT, TBI SW AR ST I 3R STHER Bl ATby] HR arer Y fe-31d agt
BT HYPh TR BIAT AT, b H S STHER @I, I§ WIS STHER T T
STHER - I 98 TITell HrYCIIgSs T, TIcall [SRicarsss of iR d& & ST 21
TR 901 BT r=dl Gfawn off, 987 TR HSIeR & gafl T, Il &l (eIt g off|
ST9 ST dRE A SIHER BT A0 8IdT 8, 1 SHHT A9 8 [ 399 s9hRe R Wi
IEd 3BT 81T &1 IS UTIIVI §ATh] H Wl &1 V8T 51 TAN SIHER Bl g1 981 Icdd §
3R AR geT #A SfY, 21 S @) dedrertth W gai 3 & b 7=t amen § & ot
DI THER & ATETH H THSI oidT FSefadt Rived WY 3% &1 91101 STheR & J1eqq |
AN Bl I TR Tb Bl |l A Yga Bl GIAaT BT FHET0T 41 81 bl 81 5
B} ORI veT & T aiael o fedhd U9 ®F & fh S99 uria wrsT S|
SO Y S 872 ST TTold 19 R+ dTdl 2, ST <91 ORIl dTdhd 8, S8 I8 ¥ Xl
IIeV| $B-H S g NS BId & Sl SBATG] PR &, STH ANPR D PT-PB
X fafgad 8 w1 91fevl |R, 1 31ud! udl & f& Bacillus anthracis FTH & S IRAT
& H1egq | SR A &1 wra o envelope & T {31 77 071 Bacillus anthracis
P JRIRIT BT IRT & {THIH F WOl BT B d¥e dorst § At fham Ty o) st &
ST H S T URIe]T 814 ©, ST Yo -X 41 BT A18Y, ! TR+l Wl Bl A1y
3fIR ST suspected &, S7& Wl Wl ST T2 DI GR&T b oy, RIS DI GR&m &
o I8 gIce ugd 81 431 oidl © [ 39 Tl &1 urgdt feved 8 &1 JHEmT
T8l 21 Sl <2 & (%G Teld | R 81 8, IT 4 8l Teld o Fobell §, SAY I
W%%WW@H,Wrevolutionary@ﬂﬂﬁ%,ﬁwwaﬁﬁ
TS H, 1898 & 91 W Ygell IR AT &, H IHDI TN BRal gl AT TG H3,
TR HIT ST TAT FEHT T2, 12 JOTG S 6 gIRT ¢ ¢ 39 el o1 9t a1
AT HAT A1y, H VAt famiell Y et B, gae, <19 f2=<)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (DR. SASMIT PATRA): Now, hon. Shrimati Priyanka
Chaturvedi.

g RieT agdal (A8R) : R, MU 93 b Fgcayul fdel 9R I &R &l
3R T 7, 39 ol # Sruas! M9RY g1 |1 |l A1dl 918 U RbiH 37137 7, 84
IAPBT WITT B 1 TR AT 9t a1 |1 ATel 91 31 8T 7, d 981 SHIE I8 off
fr &9 919 B o b TP A SHHT ATbe IR 0T, I b axid &l
ATSAIgOIe Bl fhd A H AGHST DI YT Bl [Hd aId A reallocation of
assetsﬁ,%ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ-ﬁﬁ%ﬁm@w-Sﬂﬁﬂéﬁiﬂ&’ﬂ
@ﬂﬁ(ﬂ“ﬂ??ﬁl But, unfortunately, clause 9 3R clause 10 - ﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂéﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁm
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ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw@ﬁ ST surveillance & ¥ To! 81 979 AR B UX State
sponsored surveillance T U AT 3T T, GIRACERE ! Udh e Ugel g
H31 SN @l fag WY fordt ofY| st Aders 8 fh ta Rifcr #vaR oiTw aiferamie iR &
State sponsored surveillance attack HEEE I WX EP7I‘\5_C|T$L Gkl EFF%QI ERIIEAS Eﬁé
STARCIE T2l §S B, fceh 3T ddb g IAD! U] &I Sa9 i 7&1 frer 21 |44
TIoT 39 B T8 IR Tl sel Hedw f[a § off g =@ 2 fh e iR o
3ls ] surveillance, E?TCI% SHES] ¥ surveillance ! X, interception HIT-HKJ[ g Nzl %\r,
under which rules f-fe= el TR interception Y dHhd © - security of the State,
friendly relations with foreign states, public order, emergency, public safety,

contravention of the provisions of this Bill or any other laws. @?ﬁ?ﬂiﬁ Tl <4 a1l
Wsﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂiﬁ 3l T TP TR BT interception Y W%I

A 91 Gl . 10 b GG H & [P DIS liability BT T8I 81 PR AldAST H
fadhd B, BicT &, A1 BIs liability B T8 81 IE liability B4 fSAT8S HRM? 39 f9af
IE YTaeT 2 fh oo TReR fdrss oft, 91 339 it & 59 I8 /I 18] o8 Ihd ©
fe there will be liabilities if there is lack of services. q31 59 aTd W ds! faahd & &
RER f$args &l o fod TF ¥ liabilities AT Bl SRRTER STFR 9184
WWW@WW&W@%%interoeption?T?ﬂIH wRd ‘\,LQHHﬁ%H\rI
0 B Ahd 8, olcd Yl Wi Fdhd 8, privacy BT &9 Ul 8 Fhdl 8, TR Bl dRATS
T8l B TG AR, H Pacl U &1 ISl Hel dIed! § AR Ig IHIG BRell g b A
P! YifTfeae ofil 3R 39 IR &M H¥il| § RS | Yab 81 a1 Hel d1ed] g (o
Tfded 81, SR 81, Aol RIFIRE &1 TS H TYIRTE B ST BT 1Y fhaT
SIY, RN Bl g0 B BT HM [HAT SMY, IJ§ SHABA! & Raars & 3R gAR
HAGT T STABRI & RIT® T1 37 QT Felorst & faral, H 59 foel & qALT Bl §
3R IRfIE Bl g b 54 Bl ARl 1 S HE AT ST Thank you so much.

S1. AT STUATE (SR YY) : HEIGY, Indian Post Office Act, 1898, SiI fh 3iIrSii
SRT ST T T, IFH P& URTT bR &b oY The Post Office Bill, 2023 <2
IR 3R AR gg F31, 3Mexviid 87 A |Gl Sif 3R §AR AT H3i1 i1
3T2qT AWTq §IRT AT AT 21 39 foel # 95 IR faRivarg 8 &iR 3171 I8 S71awdd 3
e BHR ST R SATHAST 2, I 980R BIH B 3R ITD! Ugd g-gx db Il w4 7,
7Y SIRARAE TMfEel SIt 4 ST 31U WIYU] &1 I[BRAT B, Al I+ I8 Bl b Jg¥ Ta
# I UR< I B B B, SHD 3ATdT R Bs S IfIAs o dTed AT =2, d
BT el B I TG I 2, clfhT d I8 qaAT o Y IT AT I7BI+ ST - DR
39 91d BT Sl ] fhaT b 519 I9d! IR 2 1 UR< Afhas g 8l I Il
TTSIY 1 ARBR, Sl AT §9 B Dl BR X8| &, 98 I THY JUIT Bl TRBR o T8
BTl 31ST e Iere RART 1 21191 TI-TU IR SHIhast Gl I8 © 3R D! 34
TR AT T bl ST R8T & foh Q2T 1 ST I7ch B UR [eard |
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AN $B FAT 7 Felfs] 9 3R FATST 10 TR 37U AT eh Bl 5l 37T 2T B
Q) ST AR Hid! S R fIgard @) Y@ 7, oY W S W) v A1 g6
PHIRTY, 81 a1 3! S AT B, 98 SUY YT SUTST R 81 ST 319 I8 Al
AFHR Il & [ 38 fhdl ke @ {6l TR & fSapd SRN? ST HIcT &
TRET B, ! fEge & 781, =1 fa%d AT 81 31T TN ATSH & Wl IR
3ifRRIST o el T2 € 3R T4 98 91 A1 H Y 21 AEIG Y, 3191 $f$T+ e e
d & AT ¥ G-I T SThIT QIS Ugd s ol I A9l 9 bael Mid & ih
e UEd TS ©, dicth SISTT URE UHT 4 3TUdb 8- dd Ygd 8] 8 I 98d do
HTAT H g 3T DTS Yol & R IHD! 95 3f<o! AMGAST &1 IHT BT Yeb RoTee
IE 2 [ S JreqdTel # ST URe YT S HAT% # 11 I &1 1T 71 I8 e
g f WReR @ T URegdr 81 U 999 U1 99 Udh SRR A ARl & iRe
3 B AIaAST <1 Y& DI, ARZATSN & [l Igd TR-SIR I YR i T,
dg B a1 AT 377 S8l IE e AR WRBR BT We Hee fardr 8 b gard
fhd TebIR 3 7RG 37TeHT & folg Ufcragel 8, 981 I8 Wee 9l &ral & o fbd gr A
ARHR BR S ST BT W1 GAdHT ATe<] &, [TIh 3-UTH §eb 81 &1 IHDI ST
ST HTIRT B3N & 1 3MTST <97 H IR 9 81 gl 2 3iR 3dad! gR-4N 9 SiRT
BT AR 12 B W PB 7 30 W 3w ool o= v 81 9 9IS 39 91 &l
Y STg 9% &b U I YL H31 7 Hel o7 {6 H 100 B9Y 9ofal § ol badl 15 B
Ugdd &, 85 UK BT HICTell BIKT ATl TS 91 §a & Yool A, SRIRET Jffhe
SAHY B 9 IE 91T [¥I A8 ¥ FHIT @1 311R &1 SHfelq g1 o Tal © b ¥ fouef
JIRRN = g8 Bl 71 [hdl TR F WS ASHI B U GRIT =Tl IR BT DRl
T fhar 21 H 39 19t &1 ¥R xRl § ofiR iU fquelt il 9 WY I8 or_iy
BT § 1 59 19eT DI AT I UIRF BRIU| S DY ST FH &1 & b A9 Al
fha TR W S T BT H IS fTHT I 81 3R I &1 gRom 9 7 g8l
3MU Q@ Bl [ell, : ATIA ARG & b 59 fdeT &1 qaLi R, g=dre, o1
fe=<|

AR G ¥ 59 G (31 <gfiE die) - A Suquieel qeied, Svd!
AR & HST I BT HidT AT, SAMIY 3MUBT qgd-9gd g-gara| A
IUFHTETe] ISy, <9 & IIRG! U HAl iR fovg & waifre el A
3RV R75 AT S B TRBR BT HIT TS 3T &7 © b < BF S+ & oy
ease of living Eﬁ,ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ:{éﬁﬁﬂ’ease of doing business g‘nswéwa%wi%r A&
:IFTﬁfﬁcontributeEﬁ@?%ﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁmgﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁmﬁwm
H3] xRy 3rea«l awrg S & AFEYE § g9RT A ¥ B RBi=d &1 &H
IR¥ fhar 8 8k s RwH & god &899 I8 urar fo fofest oae & <R™ <
AT YRl fA9TT &1 &ff, 31T Seefd FHI & A1 ANTR®I &1 ATHIET 3R 31Uel &
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fEH9 | I8 ead R AR H 999 T91 g¥cdal Acdd a1 5l WRA TRBR Bl 3R
dnlé deNI %\r, SIRIN Eﬁé W%\’, Nill doorstep UX foxgan %\', T8 U a9 2 BRI
URE [JHRT & g Bl 81 BARI UTST Bl {BAIRTh! & fZ9E 4, S 89R gasil |
T IR ) €, S SfiIey & UT9HT 8, S |19+ I 311 31T 2 3ifad BR iR 99
IRP BT IST B B YT &b AT TRBR B B, B Je! ArddR IS Pl
AT ¥ G¥Caa] icad ST &l I8ald GHI & A1 BH 98d g91 RBMH 61 2|
1898 & S fAfCe 1T & BTIA BT IaolT 521 R B U W 21 SId I§ BT
ETIT IIT AT, d9 89 949 British colonial rule § &, 39d1 I8 gfdc i, 6T dold
B BT HISSIC &1l After Independence, 70 T dd 39 T F Held BRI 6l
AISedT Hegd (a1l BH9 59 B H gUR AR 9 "cdd Dl dRT HAIga
PHF(ICT DX last mile H IS I MEH Bl SHTATSN b HATEIH I socio-economic
change &1 U Sgd 91 <ol a1 [GAT| A $9 Icdd &b deld, il Ugel dhad Hel 3R
ey &1 BT B BT AT, 3TN 3YH Jedd | banking for all, insurance for all Gﬁ?‘ﬂ\ﬂ
transparently &TH o 21 Jmexolly wer |3} St 8991 #ed & & R transparently
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31T dTel §9Y | URTS -Icdd @l strength I BRI B9 IRATGH Ao Y6 D 8,
EH TTTSTl IS Y[R Bl 81 BY HICHR U R H SR dhal | HI 11 faga=y
BT, FIHEATY BT, ERGT S BT YIS FIET I8l 8, d H7dT Fhdl &1 Difds & a87g
H AR fI9TT 71 95 31esT &1 fHa1 21 31ST &H S WA ofd) 31T &, 98 341 &
BRI & STHR 3N &, T 3R future H national security H BTg ITIRYT AT ST & AT
DY illegal drugs g, opium &, UdT 3R PY transport BIAT &, Al SHBI @ BT
IfTPR ARBR HT 8, FlfP T public safety B foTT B1 ST AT T8I | I oo I
I vl § ) parliamentarians 3199 ToIIT < Tbd &1 89 Phddl Tde oy 37T B
Ig TFe A7 A8l 21 S JMYBT Tae AT, IAB! 88 simplify fha1 81 319 F smaaeT
gATE B §Y AU 1l bl FHIE DT &l

371 Frererel HHAR (ITR USeN) : SUAHIEIET Sil, AT MU 3§ U 3i1fhY [daf, 2023
& AL W I BT |l [T, I (7Y H AUDT g=FaTs Bl gl H81ed, I8 [de
SAThR BHR QT b A1 e F1 &1 AR5 A1l S & gIRT 3R I8 IR 90 A1
HAT &1t areasil Jwrg St & gRT Sl fAfee ReR & QR 9t &1 @ far 1 g,
ID [T H ! Ig-9gd 98T odl § 3R g=Fare ol gl 73, 8RN <2 H SThEr
D1 g8 IS Wecd &l T I+ 1T 3R H U] hid WU | F1 ared g fd
g9 AT S81d &7 9 37Td &, Al S81d H SIHER B 9gd 981 YA &idl &, Fiid Ig]
UR WhatsApp 3R SHS & A1 9 oV dgd HH Ygd UKl 81 ATHR-SITav,
TSl I, HICR ATgfhel A STd YRSHT U3 o SN &, d SUH GTI8TRD FH]
3R TSI W 9gdl & f I sax fiel, T i 3iR BTa-=1et 4o o5 w1ia § &
TETI Bl TR S H WIS-T81 BT Uh 980 991 AIER BT 2 - &I g1 &7 der 4
BRI 9gd Al g8+ fhdl HRUE T8l uga Uuril 8, A1 S9! ] S1d D HIegH |
qgd STl 81 HRT AR /AT S 9 faed g b a1 |, <y dagd WX W) Uh
STHER SR GAdTY, FTHY ST AT AN Ul o

AR, AT AR HAT ST =1 ST aretl 91 9418 51 IR RIS ARN DI SHICT
& HIH SN U1 SThEr A Fefdl &, I8 98 ARI8-1Y B 2, ifd STh] e
U1 THETaT §1 qd 9 S RN g3T Bl i, Sb AT T #31 ded o 6 84
T BUIT WOl &, ol Uss U9 Jgad o

(AuTafay wEIea forHIT g9 1)

3ITST A1 9T A1 Sff b <icfed | Y <1 H &% f<h Dl el U1 SIaie &
A1 ¥ e BT 21 MY 379 TR ¥ UTHUIC g1 &1 BT SThdE & (a1 2, I8
3791 319 H Yo g5 ARI1T B 2, Fifh &4 HIH © b I8 Heol WX IR Il AT
B9 ATESIEIYR Y& ¥ 3R Vel # qrIc 3iifthe 59 9 ygad ¥, a9 d d8 94 &l
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ST AT T I81 TR STl b AIEGH I YIRAAIS 1 Rl I| I8 F T9gdeh AR Afgely
9 dfd walt off| 98 HeH 9gd & IRIEH B

§ 7Y 99T |43 Sfl 1 grgdTe <l g fb S9d g1 8% &5 J [y %y 9
ST fhaT SITaT 81 390 A8 Bifd AThR 8 S8 SIHEH AT fhy S| gty
S99 19t o1 § 99 HRa g, garg|

SHRI SANJEEV ARORA (Punjab): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir, for giving me this
opportunity to speak on this important Bill, which affects almost all of our population
and | appreciate bringing an Amendment after 125 years. However, | have some
suggestions and some apprehensions on the Bill, which | would like the hon. Minister
to look into them and see if these can be changed. In the Bill, it is mentioned that
any change can be made through rules. So, even if it can be made through rules, it
may please be done.

First of all, | suggest that post offices should be given a level-playing field vis-
a-vis other companies like FedEx, Blue Dart, etc. So, some similar legislation should
be brought for them also, so that there is a level-playing field for all the agencies.

Secondly, many Members have spoken regarding interception. But, what |
feel is that there are no safeguards from interception. So, | request that the powers
for the same should be given only to high-ranking officials to avoid arbitrary action
against individuals. The former Prime Minister, hon. Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee had not
got the Bill passed only on this issue in 2002. So, | request that this point may be
taken care of. Further, Consumer Protection Act does not apply to post offices. It
applies to Railways, which is one of your Ministries, to the oil companies and many
other organizations. So, that should be applied to post offices also to safeguard
consumers’ interest.

The Bill says that it does not involve recurring or non-recurring financial
expenditure whereas Post Offices regularly get budgetary support, which is fine but is
contradictory to the facts presented in the Bill. | do not see what is behind the lines.
Lastly, my suggestion is, my personal view is that post office should be involved in
B2B logistics also, as much as possible. There are lands available with all the post
offices. They can be converted into warehouses because now online ordering is very
popular. So, if these companies open the warehouses in the post offices, it will bring
them nearer and the time of order delivery will be quicker. Plus, it will increase the
income of post offices so that it becomes self-sufficient.

And, last of all, post offices are being used for banking purposes, which is
good. But these days, everybody wants to invest money in stock markets. So, my
advice is, let us allow post offices to deal in mutual funds. Sir, there are some people
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who are tax-savvy; some are non-tax savvy. So, the non-tax savvy can go to post
office and still invest in mutual funds which will ultimately go to stock markets and
which will help in growth of the markets as a whole.

Thank you. | support this Bill other than the points which | have made and
request you to see if some changes can be made there. Thank you, Chairman
Saheb.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Rambhai Mokariya.

it IMATE TS MBHRAT (ORTA) : I, H SIHeR 989, 2023 & IR F Gref 1
el § SR 3T oI diel Bl ATAR T, $HD oY I AR Yebe BRel gl
AT ST Y IFATS H 1Y+ I+ I07q Sft St et ol oMY €, U8 9gd el a1 g1 A
TEe HRAR BT I [T 53 T, 1 J31 HRIR BT Y ToRAdiR U & 31R Uik <fffthd
BT I TAUIRYE &1 § Tab 91T 3T A1 2R HRAT A18<] § 1 9 2006 H 4T
WRDR &b FHI 4 [del AT AT, T SHD! FHSIH H 3T BT [Sahd ATy AR 25-30
I AT YR ST H D19 R I A1 I FHY I8 GUR 91 ISt 81 11 211 §9b U8l
AT ATEd, Sl YOIRTd & deblel= H31 9, I 3R U B H MY & 3R =B I8T oA
e T qBll PRI YT GRS DI o1, I FATT S/ (5T AT 79 [l Pl g
IR H Ul el o1, I9 GHY Al W8g F gaqrdn b wrar e $ [, S il g,
I Iebx ATl Sf bl a1 & T Y, Sl MY, g8 AL T Aceld qrofd WIar,
I8 Y gl PRI Afaw off|

A 91 31 I8 g © [ PRI BRI — 9 GRS fSUICHE H BT
CTSH Ugdl ¥¢Tge g5 AN, I9 H U 31y H H5R & U1 171 3R H 39 Bel fdh
AT HeG HRAT AT §, <l 98 dIcll [ 37T 9T bR Febdl ©, AT <l A YIS
H 21 H qrer o T T8 21 H 3uet QR 911 A18d g1 Sid O g Jal, a9 ab
9 B 8-10 I I AT AR Sl gHIICe SIagHTH <, I o1 fa=1 F1ai forg,
ITD! AGE N1 915 H § 95 U1 AT 3R ITH el (b q31 MY =191 &, Al S
w8l f w1 a1feyl 49 ®el {6 g9 aicfhde < 31 fb §9 us! 8oy & 81 9
3rHSHT fdet 3T 9 39 AICThdhe | q1 B! [ orad Il

 3TIeh! qATT @B § b PRI BHil H ATGI-BRIS] ART BH B ol H
39T 10 AT Ugel B! d1 91 R8T §, S FHI URTH 3 IR a1 AT, BRI T81
T, ST TN SSAT TP &1 T, ST TIRATS=T AT 91 H §Teh! =TT 31T df I &
GUR T, 9 B 4IRS 4 41 81 X1 81 U8l Uob 81 YRT AldH BHIH B e oY, 3d 594
BB $B JUR 3T 51 SHH BIBT AR bl S -IIST Al Bl 81 9Ie § Saerusc Wi
g1 81 H Uep a1 T 3R F7eh 11 A18al g fob STa Rl | Wi A1 o1, ST 69y
T8I P J9-qg AN 3TUAT BR-TR BISHR AU (eIl § Sff X8 | I FHI 8H1 3iTl
3R SfSAT A 1 3% HIRE FaTSdT IS 3R A WA ST AR 1,500 BUY H, 2,000
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BYU TR H B B I8 U, I8 YR IR H Udhed Bl 4, Fged drsdi gict |
IRT I8 HE1 2 [ argae duh ff F9reT & g, <91 & fog arest &M a1 381 81 T8l
2, Rifh U B! BEY U8d 81 7T I f IR 99 9910 & 3R UTsde hu-sf J,
URE ¥ YRS I &1 S8R IR Ui Sl 8, STd 98 €4 Rl 8, Al Yoo
&l ST 8, B Bedl 81 SIdl 1 I8 9l o 2, I8 |l 914 &, afd a8 i <@
FIEY b <31 DI AT U8l BIMI BMMSY, IS H A d1dd 811 ST9 Al A769 377 <,
PRIR BUAT qret AN BT AT TTSH 1T A7 {6 S giex TRAT 2, TATRIAR diex
oRar # <t 1 faRieh Tffafey 2t 2, oy S IR R wahd § &iR frsit Sifa ax
Ao ol 3R R U $8 giceliTel 31T 2, Al 89 YfoTd &I IT [a-HT Bl S7h1H
B &l O BT STl Ae =Iell STl § A1 $8 AR BT 81 URE H 3o+ M el 8
UTd &, B9 98 BT UTSAC H R Fabdl ol d ST BI HaT BT BIH |l B o AT Bl
ST 29 ) FdT BT B BTH B 2 2l 9 fbdt ff g=avefic & 941, 20 gvTR 30 |
ABR 25 AE U & AL BANT &, o U B 81 T§ UF HUICITA BT SHET Bl
ITSaC PRI AR URE & A1 ST HUICI Bl 81 2, IHA i H W GuR 81 8T 8,
T 21 7§ b PRIR BYT SADBT Dl [T W Sl 21 S BRI BT g g3l AT,
q9 PRI HUIS I I 31 AR S H BIBI AR & FIIeH 1Y daT FT(S !
31T Bive ggar off, Jef o9 & qAY [T & AN B 981 &l il I 8l ,
IGD! Al 1 3Mh BIRC YA &l HX BB Bl A © [ I 1B HMHISTD B 4T
HYA Bl O TSl UARATSH H THh-3l Hhu-iel off, 3rft o1 TIResd & s g,
AP H T8l THEITUS 3R 10U o, difdhT $ BfUcier & S 4 39
BIBT HUIS 31 TT5 &) U8el S1d 84 Bl o1 BIdl o1, Al U R YT 37T ST« 2T,
AT 3MTST 519 &9 BIF &Rd 8 % 1 BIF o1 8, 1 S HU-ol M Il 21 ST
Hoq & b dgod BIUCIT 81 X8l 21 YRS H BI%! $© YR I 81 V8T &l Iqd!
q=eTe, 9 H |l BIH] GoR 81 11 51 AR Gob RFdwe &, § A1 /31 St 3 Reve
HRATE [ U et & o UREHT e TR AT Wb TR R a1 S &, il
Ue a1 BH1 1R oMY U g o111 o IRaY, 9 981 IR § §311 HRIR aret I
foroe &g 1 8, A1 ) A1 ATel IR Ugd S | $9fely U 3 i I8 81 =13q & wal
R Y 81, AR AT 81, aredl Jf7er IR 81, W IR gl eyl A Sy g9
3HSHE B DI Y IS NI &, Tl &b oY AMUDT 9gd-98d g-gaIa| 37 Ig
ST oTehR 31T &, I8 BAN ToTy BT ehl &1 914 B

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw, to reply to the discussion.

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS; THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS; AND THE
MINISTER OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY THE MINISTER
OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW): Thank you, Sir.
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| thank all the hon. Members who participated in this very lively debate. Many
important issues have been raised. Some of the issues are basically common. Hon.
Members have raised points regarding privatization of post, PSU, interception,
liability, etc. Some hon. Members also raised issues regarding continuity of the law. |
would like to cover all the points one by one and begin with the point about
interception.

Hon. Chairman, Sir, in a society which is as complex and diverse and the times
which are as difficult as they are, it is very important that interception provision is kept
in the law for purposes of national security. What | would like to tell hon. Members
through you, Sir, is that just like constitutional provisions are framed, where a right is
given but there are certain carve-outs, similarly, in this law, very clearly laid out carve-
outs, have been kept. Many hon. Members asked as to what procedure would be
followed for the interception. | would like to inform all the hon. Members that
interception is something which has been there in the previous Act for many decades,
and the procedure also has been very well-established. As and when we frame the
rules, rules will be laid before the Parliament and the procedure for interception will be
introduced through the rules. It will be very fair and transparent. There is absolutely
nothing to worry about. The second point which was raised by many hon. Members
was about the liability of the Post Office employees. Even now, Mr. Chairman, Sir,
the liability of the employees exists whenever there is negligence or a wilful act by
which the services, which are supposed to be given, are not given. The current Bill,
which is presented today, also provides for the liability in those cases. The clause
regarding no liability is given because post office people are, basically, public servants
and that is why that clause has been given.

The third major point which was raised by many hon. Members was about the
employment, PSU and privatisation. There is absolutely no question of privatisation
of the post offices. We have very categorically said it AR H Udh g} fx 11'\3 SRR AR
&A1Y FEH & FAR U B8 &1 § (& ST YINC 3B AST DI IZATIZST B B DI
g™ 8 8 R IRHR &I Ul $Ig #2012 81 9 fdal | I Jragm= o n 741 2,
g IRl URTd Aedd ®f ST &1 fIRIR B3 & oIy 81 U8 &dd Ad, ST,
S 7Y TR 16 & BT &b G- AT AT, 3d IHBI IR B IAH qrab!
Ps dYE DI ATAAST Bl ATIT ST Febdll &1 ST b AE-IT Tl ° 9t {51 fopa,
3fffthy AT §& # H9 26 TS THSSH & 3R STH 17 ARG TRl TUY
fSUITCS 81 Ush ATERON YRR & oy IR 3t 4T 9 Ueh 9gd 37T SRl
g, FoTY 98 319 AT &1 9% g Ah| o9 & 'gh-a1 Fqfg Ao 7, R
dfedl & forg fTe aR &1 Uab 984 372! BIg-iRigd weidfelc] a9l 8, Wi
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T I 8, SEH 3 BRIS Wl et 1Y &, T 1,41,000 BRI BUY FSUITSIE U B
S TRE ¥ 21 oG Afgar 99 |fdw dfcfhdey Ay 1T 81 ST &8 A
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TSl f 89 100 TUY Wold &, A1 Al 15 BUYY S db Uga &, ST ATl AR
T H31, 87 s QG S Yeb g G4l BR 100 BUY WO ©, Al ¥ P gX 100 BUY
AN [ERY ARG & WA H§ Ig9d &1 3949 e A1 &1 1 980 F71 Id B
YR JAMhT BT ST UHE §b &, 39d STRU HRIF 3.5 BRI Al 6l SRS dfHfhe
CIRAHR BT I JIaeT et 8T 5l 3.5 BRIS ANl & YHISeH H Udb 9+ qdId &l U4l
Ugd ST 2

A sft wTfefae MR St =1 et o f eue 'sfer uRed Afcfhee’ aal
4T P 3TN TR T ATST AT AU e S ofd, Il 3T I8, Ry JUIAT B
JrAgr 2011 9 g B 5 AT 2011 9 A1 31T & Bl ABR ATl A 1 B fby, I
g 17 oy &) ReIeR €, 31 fosdt 3R 1 RrieR 71 38l 99 €t det T fh
3 Wiy BIcl gt fad 31y =1 a1 &1 A1 Al S B ofd | 31T W) ey
aﬁaqﬁw@%sﬂ?mwmﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬁm CIRIINE &_ & oy
SIS B &1 AT Bl O 1 Hs AW FSRAT -1 SeYAw &I f3sh H3d g,
B HUT BT A <l §U BaT, § I AdD! Hadl g 1 319 Y BT AP BRI b
fT AS-37 P < <, I 9RA & ¢ A I fdvd Yaquey | Sird HR1gH| Ife
39 Hedl fhdT ISl TaRAUT & UrT WO &, ol 98 HT &R <3, dRiifd MIdh! I 4l
3T <97 R 1 HRIAT X&T F2) 21 3 Al gHM <9 Bl 1 faam™ &1 81 & fdha|

3t-3rft U AT e o' X7 ¥ foh I |Afd TS 7 unify BY HIN &
A Gide #t 2ipiE Mg St 7 opening W 8T fb I8 IR &1 A T
AT 2, 9gd 37! d1d 8, WAl S 1 "HRATT ST Bl WU B o}l A1
JHTNT ST, BIUF & YR & QX ATSSHT H 3UST 3R 5P b IRAR ¥ d1eR $o 4l
TE 21 H U q20 I Fredl gl § 927 @1 918dl g b IR # ureforg s | ufdm
qH DI STH HdT AT A HNIG 2,000 I AR I Yol Idb AT &1 &7 9=
TP W F T T 2 HUF B G B QR ST AR oY, 98 IR S aR)
DA,

ot wifepfRie Mt : W) ...(@aum™)...

SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW: Sir, | am not yielding. ... (Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: He is not vielding. ...(Interruptions)... Sorry, he is not yielding.
Mr. Gohil, | will not allow you. Nothing will go on record. ...(Interruptions)...
IRpRTE Trﬁ, 39 ér%(n . (FIY)...  Mr. Gohil, please take your seat.
...(Interruptions )... One minute, hon. Minister. It is most unfortunate to do this now
after we saw discipline and decorum during the day. Now, every Member here
should learn about compliance of rules. Maybe a particular Member or a Minister is
saying something on which you seek to have a rejoinder or an intervention. Follow the
rules. You can't jump from your seat. And, even this also was not acceptable. Go
through the Rule Book. Study the Rule Book carefully. | have had the most painful
occasion today. We had to hold one of our Members, Shri Raghav Chadha, guilty. It
was a very sad occasion for the Committee, but it is our job to ensure that they follow
the rules; they do not belittle this institution. | would urge all the hon. Members to
carefully go through the Committee Report. It is a very well-deliberated thoughtful
Committee Report. There is a provision in the rules for everyone to make a rejoinder,
to make an intervention, but that can't be like this that the hon. Minister is saying
something and you immediately rise on your seats. Sorry, | don't allow this. Hon.
Minister, please continue.

SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW: Thank you, hon. Chairman, Sir.

AR F9IfT 7819, B & colonial mindset & Wil ST $97dpT o114 & -
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o URCd ATAST BT 98 I$1 AR ATt 4l 5, SHIY URee AfdHs Bl
ST affordable IET T B1 S9H 98d &1 HH U1SH R AIIHST &1 SId] &l ARBR Bl
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BI W gRIATE 1 AR (S I8 397 QIeeTol GRSt Sire- &1 geima {1l g9
3QTaT W Hs AT 71, s AT AIRAGT -1 312w A [9Y 7, [T # W el
2| S AT, TN TS Wised H &7 o4l gR Sff 7 gReol et & I 4 et 21|
§ B3RS fAfess & Ady § AT TSR DI SAFGRI ST AT URT 3Ths B
os VT aredl e fafesw €, R o8 9 [iveR fhar o 381 2, XAKeH
fohar <11 <1 71 BT B H IRYISI, NS H Yofd DI A58 ¥ UR< A &
SRS fAfeST B, IHHT YRT SRS Haey A7 B I8 372 | NAde [T T
g1 39 AR | @S # 9 fhar T 81 <9 § 9 e - R gRew fafest @1
e fhar R B

A GHIUTT HEIGY, AT UIRT el oS Bl ol GeiTd MY feb I fery
JIRETSAT 3R 75 I 1 Ffast 3101 gh SHUR i B o1 T 21 3o & fao
fooyex 39 919 &1 Urae™ fhar 7 & {6 dRe e Ifdast & faw R 811 $ad 16
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e St 9 U IR AT ST 2071 31T TRIY o7 b hexfersd WX WeR fovar o
2T 21 3ME BRI uret o it o |faem 7 wfy 7 oY, favary 78 e Ay
FHTITT HE IS, ST WAL B BTS ol &, d U8l AIHT DI ATST U of | DRI
& 7" A B foRe T+ g8 8 b I+ AT fI9g R Bl Hg ol Ta=HE Bl &, DI-l
concurrent list T & 3R HI-AT 1T &I {99y B ﬂﬁmﬁﬂgiﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ@m
fehar gam 21 YFae e &1 Sl 3TgeH 31 &, IHH IR AITHS DI FollgRell I
TT 21 3! 1 I &1 Afdem= # dis ofer ot €1 7811 el 81 31T MY SHIsh! Bl aTd
PN 3R AfIIM & HUR ICh DI q1d BN, b ST I ST & R ST A9
T 81 S-S59I T & fob Afaem= o e &= & {77 31T BI9 997h 8, HiA
IE B Ahdl g1 ST AL BT &7 IR SHIShH! DI &7 BT hdd Th fS@rdr ded 9,
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AT FHYT Helgd, H G4l QiG] &1 U aR R g=aTs SRl g 3R
3R fF1ae BT g b 9 9T Bl, Sl 8HR Bt AIsSHT B, SUTderdra!
AT H AT 11 4 8, $9 unanimously U &Y, g -98d g-IaTg|

5.00 P.M.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

That the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to Post Office in India
and to provide for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto be
taken into consideration.

The motion was adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: We shall now take up Clause-by-Clause consideration of the Bill.

Clauses 2 to 16 were added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, the Minister to move that the Bill be passed.

SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW: Sir, | move:
That the Bill be passed.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

SPECIAL MENTIONS
MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Special Mentions.
Need for promoting research into changing rainfall patterns
SHRI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE PILLI (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, climate change is now

causing disruptive alterations in India’s rainfall patterns. Regions that once
experienced minimal rainfall are now facing unusual downpours, while traditionally wet
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States are witnessing dry spells, as confirmed by the India Meteorological Department
after analysing decades of rainfall data.

Monsoon characteristics have been significantly affected, leading to changes
in rainfall patterns, intensity and frequency. These shifts are ongoing and are closely
tied to rising global temperatures. Consequently, extreme weather events such as
flash floods are on the rise due to impact of climate change on the monsoon season.
These effects will continue to intensify with further temperature increases. Persistent
heavy rainfall spells result in floods, directly affecting agriculture and infrastructure
leading to human migration and loss of life. From deficit rainfall affecting agriculture in
Andhra Pradesh to unprecedented floods in other States, India is already
experiencing the consequences of changing rainfall patterns.

Therefore, | request the Government to invest in research to better understand
and predict these patterns, leading to development of improved mitigation and early
warning systems for such scenarios. This information will enable us to reduce our
vulnerability to climate change and undertake mitigation measures to lower the risk of
extreme weather events.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | associate myself with the Special Mention made
by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

Concern over the growing risk of anti microbial resistance in India

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, Antimicrobial Resistance presents a serious
global health challenge with 2,97,000 deaths directly attributed to it in India and an
additional 10,42,500 deaths associated with it in the year 2019. The growing
resistance to newer and more sophisticated drugs further complicates the issue.
Various factors contribute to the rise in AMR in India are injudicious use of
antimicrobial drugs; over the counter availability of drugs attributed to poverty,
misinformation and unawareness; climate change; growth of pharmaceutical industry
and environmental pollution through improper disposal of pharmaceutical waste and
factors like antibiotic use in livestock. Food industry has witnessed a 577 per cent
increase in poultry consumption in three decades which has led to extensive non-
threrapeutic antimicrobial use to meet market needs. Consumption of animal
products rich in resistant microbial strains by humans further contributes to AMR.
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There is an urgent need to address the issue through proper measures by the
Government. For instance, increasing R&D investment for AMR which is presently at
0.01 per cent of the total GDP expenditure on health research.

WHO reports a decrease in antibiotic consumption, with 47.1 per cent involving
unapproved drugs, necessitating a regulatory body for streamlining initiatives with a
country as diversely populated as India.

SHRIMATI JEBI MATHER HISHAM (Kerala): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P. (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI' M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Naresh Bansal on 'Demand to connect Dehradun-Ramnagar,
Saharanpur-Dehradun-Chakrata-Uttarkashi and Dehradun-Saharanpur to broad
gauge line.'

Need to connect Dehradun-Ramnagar, Saharanpur-Dehradun-Chakrata-Uttarkashi
and Dehradun-Saharanpur to Broad gauge line

it TP A (STRIES) : HBIG, I8 G Bl (AW T [ TSI & g1 ATt a18 Al
TBTS Yef, BIR oI 9 3iTel 9% RIS ¥ dlerd 81| MR 9eT w3l 87 R=s Al St 4
S T DI FHSIT G SHD! HORI & b A1 B dAeIdg DIRIHH &b dad SADI BRI 41
% B T, S Afegd w0 9 Raie w9 = g=1 At R Jem #3 R Aidl S &
Tcd ¥ T BRI ST AT WITaTT o1 fI=ITe STl & €19 1 Sil faer w1 81 R8T 5,
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IF ol I AIYATE & UTH &l 81 &5 H Ugel ¥ 95 SI1a] faer B 81 X681 21 b
oy § ITRIEE B! ORI qaqded STl Bl AR A 3 JeH Hadh Dl Bifc-Difc
MR th Rl §l TBRC-SRBIR 3MMfe I ¥l ofls & dfa &1 q8vIgd 4
RMTR ¥ 81 8, BRER-TBRIGT & &9 bs T Nl b1 FAe T8l 8 3MR”
FITHL-HUTINT Vel ATsd Bl SBRIGT Yold e o Hl el ST a1l 5l
AERTYR-QERIG b d1d e Yol WU 81 8, [Ty SRR B AR A 3771 Il §
3R SHH AHY 984 M Il 2 9AT AT WISl HT 98 i 81 ST 51 A1 &,
FHIAT, AR, STRBTEM, S STIRIES & & g1 3R e wId & 3fR e gd
IHR® T § A5l 7, offdhd T8l & folq 37l I Y1 gfaer g1 7, Sl a1 &1
[CRRES

HqEIed, § WHR H ded H=A1 9r8dl § & <8vgd F MR, S8Ig-
HERAR Vo TS, SBRIGT-BRER & A ! ST d FBRAYR-IBRIG-
FHRTAT- AR - BTN XA ATG D! IR & AR $ UR & [T S|

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P. (Kerala): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Niranjan Bishi on 'Demand for adequate budgetary allocation
for ensuring safety of mining workers.' He is not present. Shri Aneel Prasad Hegde
on 'Concern over impact of Free Trade Agreements.'

Concern over impact of Free Trade Agreements

SHRI ANEEL PRASAD HEGDE (Bihar): Sir, | would like to raise an important issue
related to Free Trade Agreements (FTAs). In 2022, India signed an FTA with UAE
and Australia, and is currently negotiating FTAs with UK, EU, Canada, GCC, New
Zealand and Israel. All these proposed trade deals are expected to include policy
areas that new-age FTAs normally cover, like goods, services, rules of origin, labour,
SMEs, non-tariff measures and regulatory frameworks. These FTAs may also include
issues like e-commerce, IPRs, investment and ISDS, innovation, Government
procurement, trade facilitation, etc.
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Past experience shows negative consequences that India faced with FTAs with
Japan, Korea, and ASEAN. Our trade deficit increased after FTAs. Industry
federations and farm unions are cautioning the Government and seeking review of
existing FTAs. This should be taken up.

FTA negotiations need to be transparent. Hence, Government must, in fact,
share negotiating text of each FTA under negotiation with parliamentarians, State
Governments and citizen groups.

FTA subjects like agriculture fall under State Governments. Therefore, all State
Governments must be consulted beforehand, and their concerns must be addressed.

While the Government was wise with regard to not signing Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), it is unclear why this same logic is
not being applied to FTAs. It is important not to sacrifice the interest of primary
sectors like agriculture and dairy.

|, therefore, urge the Government for ex-ante impact assessment study of
each FTA under negotiation to see how trade deal benefits various sectors. Thank
you.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI A.A. RAHIM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri M. Mohamed Abdulla; not present. Now, Shri Dhananjay
Bhimrao Mahadik.
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Need to rename the Kolhapur Airport as the Chhatrapati Rajaram Maharaj Airport

2 g HARTG HElfad (A8RTYY) @ HEIGY, BAUN ISR HERTS Sif 7 ¥aci=dl
g4 HTel H 9= gamaT sien aRASTmsl & §19 BIealyR 8dls 378 B Yo B,
ST ST RETSTAT Bl USRI HRAT 81 SHIIY, BIcEIYR BdTs 3T BT A9 Sdh A
TR G R 1T 1d &1 o7 2|

IE Sl BT Sfed BT fob AeRTS Iy faum™ 997 9 U U aika
T o7 3R &g WIBR DI DIGETYR §ATg A BT M JaaAd "BAYNT ISR
HERTST BaTS 15T B BT RIBTRET BF oY

H WRBR A 3TRIY BRAT AT § b HUAT BIosIYR §dTg Mg DI A4 daADY
"B ITSTRTH HERIST 8ATs 371" B b {77 MATIH HRATS By |

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

Problems faced by Gig workers in the country

DR. V. SIVADASAN (Kerala): Sir, gig work consists of a vast array of jobs including
agency and temporary work, short-term contracts and app-based roles. There were
7.7 million gig workers in India in 2020-21, projected to rise to 23.5 million by 2029-30,
according to official data. The gig workers are victims of privatization and
contractualisation, and are overworked and underpaid. Most of them have no job
security or protection of labour laws. Much of the gig work take place outside the
office, and this informality and unpredictability often leave the workers quite
vulnerable. The platforms which employ these workers argue that they are not
employers but aggregators of customer requests. The workers are called 'partners’,
but when it comes to deciding the nature of work, the 'partner' has no say. The
workers are rendered helpless as the employer is an invisible force and the digital
divide in India further facilitates this exploitation. There are reports that the gig
workers have to face sexual harassment, abuse and hostile working conditions. They
suffer from a declining income, increasing expenses and lack of welfare schemes and
social security. They have no pensions, health insurance, paid sick leave or paid
holidays and are rendered helpless with no legal support. It has been reported that
the food delivery workers are victims of air pollution and suffer from serious health
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problems. The Government should take urgent and proactive steps to bring
legislation, ensuring job security and specifying the responsibilities that the companies
have towards workers. Thank you.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI M. MOHAMED ABDULLA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

DR. KANIMOZHI NVN SOMU (Tamil Nadu): Sir, | also associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI SANDOSH KUMAR P (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

SHRI A.A. RAHIM (Kerala): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | also associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

Need to expedite establishment of South Coast Railway Zone in Visakhapatnam

SHRI G.V.L. NARASIMHA RAO (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, establishment of
Visakhapatnam railway zone had been a major demand and emotional issue for the
people of Visakhapatnam and Uttarandhra region for many decades. People of the
Uttarandhra region rejoiced when the Union Cabinet on February 28, 2019 cleared the
proposal for the establishment of South Coast Railway Zone with headquarters in
Visakhapatnam. "Setting up of the new Railway Zone will bring optimality with regard
to size and scale of railway operations and also to meet the persistent demand and
aspirations of the people of the area", Government of India's press statement then
read.
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Last month, the Railway Board has sanctioned detailed estimates for the
construction of the new South Coast Railway Zone headquarters in Visakhapatnam
with a budget of Rs.106 crore. Railway Board has also issued orders assigning the
construction work of the new Visakhapatnam Railway Zone headquarters to East
Coast Zone officials after getting designs sanctioned.

However, delay of handing over 52 acres of land by the State Government for
the construction of the headquarters of the proposed Visakhapatnam Railway Zone
headquarters in Mudisarlova area of Visakhapatnam in lieu of the railway land taken by
the State Government as a compensatory measure has inordinately delayed
operationalization of the Visakhapatnam Railway Zone.

| appeal to the Ministry of Railways to immediately get pending land issues
sorted out and begin construction of the headquarters of the South Coast Railway
Zone in the next two months and operationalize the South Coast Railway Zone with
headquarters in Visakhapatnam at the earliest.

DR. FAUZIA KHAN (Maharashtra): Sir, | associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | too associate myself with the
Special Mention made by the hon. Member.

REGARDING THE PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES OF A PARLIAMENTARIAN
MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. John Brittas, 'Concern over fiscal stability of States'.
DR. JOHN BRITTAS (Kerala): | did not get the script, Sir. Thank you very much but
| have not been given the script. If you can give me, | would speak or | can speak

extempore.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No. That may be too dangerous. ..(Interruptions).. It may be far
more serious than the issue you seek to address. We need stability here.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, | would be speaking about the fiscal stability of Kerala.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You see, | make a very fervent appeal to everyone that Members of
the Upper House have to show a conduct which is gladly emulated by others. It was
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in that perspective | made an appeal that everyone should go through the Report of
the Committee of Privileges with respect to Shri Raghav Chadha. | had the occasion
to see the young man. There should have been remorse. There should have been
reflection. It was a day on which he was held guilty on both the counts by a very
detailed Report. The suspension had not come to an end. The sentence was limited
to this day. So, here was a case where a Member of this House suffered being held
guilty and punished. | would urge everyone to live up to the high expectations. Today
has been a good day.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, | am the most obedient Member. You know it.

MR. CHAIRMAN': If | were to refer this to a parliamentary committee, then, perhaps,
you will know more about it.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, | know that | uphold... ... (Interruptions)... The topic which
| have given to you, the notice is with regard to the fiscal stability of Kerala. Since it
hasn't been given to me by the Secretariat...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record. It is because Special Mention has to be
as per text approved. Avail your opportunity next time, | will be a little more indulgent.
| will be a little more indulgent.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Sir, | am waiting for the text.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. Hon. Members, ethics is so vital for performance of duties of
a parliamentarian. Take your seat.

DR. JOHN BRITTAS: Yes, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It was in 90s that for the first time, Rajya Sabha had the benefit of
an Ethics Committee. The first Ethics Committee was headed by a man of great
experience, Shri S.B. Chavan. He rendered that report and in the report that was
presented to this House on December 8, 1999, a code of conduct was laid down for
us. | will make reference only to two elements. "Members must not do anything that
brings disrepute to the Parliament and affects their credibility. Members are expected
to maintain high standards of morality, dignity, decency and values in public life." |
strongly commend the First Report of the Ethics Committee which is very thorough
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and detailed, imparted by a Committee headed by a very experienced man who had
been Chief Minister of a State and who had held high Cabinet positions, Shri S.B.
Chavan.

The House stands adjourned to meet at 11.00 a.m. on Tuesday, the 5"
December, 2023.

The House then adjourned at twenty -two minutes past five of the clock till eleven of
the clock on Tuesday, the 5" December, 2023.
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